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\EB. c„ 173PW9. The Duke of NrwcaftU>A™-**p«>.U. 
> by his Majefty's Order, laid before the J^H 
Houfe of Lords, a Copy of the Cbnven- ^'^ ~ ^ 
tion between Gr,«/ Britain and ^/>, bcfor^ thcHoift 
concluded at the Pardo % January 1 4, 1 739. of Lord*. 
N. S. with Copies of the two teparate Ar- 
tic'es, and his Majeily's and the King of 
ft«Vs Ratifications, together with Tranilations of all of 
than. 

Whereupon the Lq*& Carteret flood up and fpoke as 
follows: 

' My Lords, I hope your Lord/hips, will pardon me, if I Lord Centre^ 
fltall prtfome to trouble your Lordfhips, by imparting to the 
Houfe ibme few little Scruples I have, with regard to the 
Papers delivered in to your Clerk by the noble Duke. 
Your Lordfhips are, no doubt, fenfible how much Reafbn 
we all have to be jealous of every Step that we now take 

1738-9. A in 
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i.i2 Ceo. II. in this important Affair; you arc fenlible how much we 
, 73 8 *9- a have been already impofed upon in all our Negotiations 
with Spain, and how intent the Eyes of all the Nation are 
upon your Lordfhips Proceedings on this Occafion. Thefe 
Confiderations,' my Lords, will, I hope, ferve to excufe 
my Diffidence, especially when I allure yqur Lordfhips that 
I now ftand up, not with any Intention to) embarrafs the 
noble Duke, or any of the Miniftry, but to contribute, as 
much as I poffibly can, towards your Lordfhips having a 
clear and diftinft Notion of all this Tranfa&ion. 

* The noble Duke has been pleafed to inform the Houfe, 
that he has, by his Majefty's Orders, communicated to your 
Lordfhips' the Convention between his Majefty and Spain % 
together with the feparate Articles, and the Ratifications ; - 
and I think, my Lords, we ought all of us to be fenfible 
of his Majefty's great Condefceniion in communicating them 
fo early jn the Seffion. 

4 But, my Lords, I have known, where a Tranfaelibn of 
this kind has happened, that one of the contracting Powers 
has prefented a Proteft, or Declaration, importing, that (he 
acceded to &ch or fuch a Meafure, only upon Condition 
thai the Terms of that Proteft or Declaration ihould be 
made good : Nay, my Lords, I have known Inftances when 
/ft it has been particularly exprefs'd in fuch a Proteft, that if 

v the Terms requir'd were not fulfill'd, the whole Proceed- 

ine ihould be invalid. My Lords, it is with the greateft 
Reluctance imaginable that I prefume to fuggeft that this 
poffibly may be the Cafe at prefent ; I have too good an 

. Opinion of our Miniftry's Zeal and Abilities to anert that 
it is : But give me leave to fay, my Lords, that Spain has 
behav'd with fo much Infolence and Injuftice, that we can 
fuppole nothing fo infolent and unjuft which fhe may nop 
be guilty of.'* Our Minifters, my Lords, with the pureft 
Intentions in the World, may be impofed upon ; they may 
not forefee the Confequences of fuch a Step. My Lords. 
I have known it to have had very bad Confequences, and 
therefore I "am the more jealous of every Tranfaftion where '• 
any fuch Proteft may take place. If, my Lords, no fuch 
Step has-been taken in this Tranfaftion, as I am very far 
from affirmiiig that there has, it will be of the- greateft Con^. 
fequence to the Government, that thofe without Doors be 
made*«afy upon tjiat Head; for, my Lords, though I be- 

1 lieve ho' Lord here thinks that any fuch Meafure is gone 
Into, yeti*fcan afllireyour Lordfhips that fuch an Opinion, 
I cannot conceive ( how it arofe, is entertained without 
Doors. It will likewHe be^ofthe greateft Confequence to your 
Irf>rdihips, in the* Judgment you are to make upon this 

Convention, 



Convention, if you are informed, by Authority* that no Abft.t2Ae0.lK 
fbch Proteft, or Declaration, on the part of Spain, exiib. 'ffi'j* , 
Por my own part, my Lords, I frankly own to your Lord- **— ' — W~ " '^ 
ihips, that I am not free to give my Sentiment on any one 
part of a Tranfactiod of this kind, without feeing the whole 
of die Trania&ion. For, my Lords, the Judgment which 
any Lord of this Houfe may form of it upon feeing the 
Convention alone, may be very juft and right ; but if the 
feme Lord considers it as clogg'd with a rroteil affedtinjj 
the whole, he may fee very good Caufes for altering his 
Opinion. So that, my Lords, till fuch time as my mind 
is free from the moll diflant Sufpicion that fuch a Paper? 
may exift, I can never form a juft Opinion, mvfelf, nor 
can I communicate to, or receive from your Lordfhips any 
Light that may be neceflary for that Purpofe. Your Lord> 
{hips are the bdt Judges in what manner fuch an Informa- 
tion ought to be communicated to the Houfe. What I have 
fuggefled to your Lordfhips, is, as I humbly conceive, fo 
reaibnable in itfeif, that I dare fay the noble Duke, and 
thole who have had the honour to be in the Secret of this 
Traniadion, will be extremely glad to have this Opportu- 
hity of vindicating their own Characters, by letting this 
Ho*i£e, and all the World fee, that they have entered into 
00 fcandalous, no clandeftine Meafures, and that, while 
they confulted the Peace of the Nation, they had a Regard 
m its Honour and lutereft' 

The Earl of CholmonMey. 

• My Lords, it is with the greateft Satisfa&ionthat I obferve Ctrl of CMj 
in the noble Lord, who fpoke lalt, fo much Candour, and trwdfy 
fuch a Defire to be impartially inform*d of the true State of 
Affairs betwixt us-and Spain. The noble Lord's Sentiments 
will have great Weight with me, as I believe they will with 
every Lord in this rioufe. The noble Lord has been fo 
much engaged in Foreign Affairs, and difcharged every 
Character he filled with fo much Capacity, that he muft 
be extremely well verfed in Things of that Nature, But, 
way .Lords, 1 mull beg Leave to put your Lordlhips, and 
the noble Lord, in mind, that the Forms of this Houfe are 
aoc xo be difpenfed with on this, or any other, Ocqafion. 
Your Lordfhips, I dare fey, are fufjeiently fenfible how 
much they contribute to the Continuance of our Power $ 
and, my Lords, we have as much Reafon to preferve them 
upon the prefent Occafion, as upon any Occaiion I can re; 
colie&, fince I have had the Honour to fit among your 
Lojdihips. 

1738-9. A a U 
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n.ift Geo.H. * If I am. fo happy as to apprehend the noble Lord** 
1738-9. Meaning who fpoke laft, his Lordfhip defires that the Houfe 
~~ ' may be infornTd, if there are any other Papers that have 
been figned by our Minifters here, or at the Court of Spain, 
relating to the Convention, befides thofe ddiver'd to the 
Houfe. My Lords, I think the noble Lord's Queftion ex- 
tremely improper to be anfwer'd here. His Lordfhip can 1 - 
not be properly inform'd but by One, who has the honour 
to be one of his Majefty's Council ; and we cannot fuppofe 
that fuch a Perfon will divulge, even to this Houfe, a Secret 
which perhaps he is fworn to conceal. Your Lordfhips may, 
indeed, addrefs his Majefty to know if all the Papers, that 
have paffed betwixt us and Spain, are comprehended in thofe 
that the noble Duke has now deliver' d to the Houfe ; but, 
my Lords, fuch an Addrefs would be quite unprecedented, 
and, give me leave to fay, unreafonable ; for his Majefty 
would, no doubt, order the Secretary to inform the Houfe 
that they are not ; and if your Lordfhips fhould infill on fee- 
ing them all, it would occafion a very needlefs piece of Trou- 
ble arid Expence ; for they have been fo many, that the very 
copying them over muft employ all the Clerks in the Secre- 
taries Office for fome Days, if not Weeks. For my own part, 
I think I am able to form a Judgment of any Treaty or Con- 
vention, if that Treaty or Convention is laid before me. 
It is true, if the terms of it fhould run fo far as to refer to 
a Paper I have never feen, it is abfolutely neceftary that I 
fhould fee that Paper ; but if that is not the Cafe, I am to 
be determined by what I do fee, and will confider wha^ is 
laid before me as the whole of that Tranfa&ion. If, when 
your Lordfhips {hall come to confider this Convention, you 
fliali fee reafon for fufpecting any fuch Management as the 
noble LoKd who fpoke laft has hinted at, I mail be very 
willing to concur with every Motion that may ferve to give 
your Lordfhips the necefTary Information ; but in the mean 
Time I fhall beg leave to take it for granted, that the Papers 
now deliver'd in, are all that are necefTary for my forming 
a right Judgment of this Tranfa&ion ; and while I do that, 
my Preemption is certainly on the moft probable fide. But 
Were kof any other Sentiments, I don't think that what the 
noble Lord has let fall ought to be any Reafon why your 
Lordfhips fhould expect any immediate and direct Anfwer. 
If the noble Lord has a Motion to make, I fhall hear it 
with great Pleafure, and it may be now debated ; but I am 
humbly of Opinion, that if his Lordfhip does not reduce 
what he has to fay to a regular Motion, we ought to pro* 
cced upon the Buuncfc of the Day/ 

The 
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Aftn.ii Ceo. I& 
Tbc Lord Carteret. »73* -9- 

* My Lords, when I threw out my diilant Surmifes with Lord Crtm-tt* 
great fimplicity of Heart, i did not think that they would 
have occasioned fo long an Anfwer from the noble Lord 
who fpoke laft. What fell from me, my Lords, was as I 
apprehended, fo evidently calculated for your Lordihips 
better Information in this Important Affair, that I did not 
think it would have met with the lealt Opposition. But, 
my Lords, from fome Things I obferved in the noble 
Lord's Speech who fpoke lall, my Sufpicions begin to 
be a little confirmed. The noble Lord is pleafed to 
entertain a more favourable Opinion of me than I deferve, 
bar I mnft beg his Lordfhip's pardon when I fay that he 
has'mifapprehended my Meaning. I did not mean, my 
Lords, to make any Motion, nor fo much as to dart any 
Difficulty ; all I intended was to give the noble Duke who 
delivered the Papers, or any other who has t3£ Honour to 
be in his Majefty's Councils, an Opportunity of undeceiv- 
ing the Houfe with regard to a Report, that is now very 
current, and very prejudicial to his Majefty's Interefts. £ 
imagined, my Lords, that every Lord, who is a Friend to 
the Miniflry, would have been glad of fuch an Opportunity 
to vindicate their Integrity, and that the Minifters them- 
felves would have joyfully embraced it. But, my Lords, 
mftead of that, to my Surprize, I find it objected, that 
what I hinted at was not according to Form, and therefore 
that it ought to be disregarded. My Lords, I did not in- 
tend to make a formal Motion ; I thought it looked much 
better not to do it, becaufe what is done in confequence of 
a formal Motion, carries an Air of Conltraint along with it, 
and lays a Minifter under an Obligation to comply ; where- 
as, when he readily and chearfully takes the Hint, and vin- 
dicates his own and the Nation's Honour, he removes at 
once all Sufpicion, and leaves a very favourable Impreffion ' 
of his own Conduct. 

* I" am as much for keeping to our Forms, my Lords as the . 
noble Lord who fpoke laft, or any other Lord in this 
Houfe ; but, my Lords, I am far from thinking them 
equally effential on all Occafions. The Papers that are now 
communicated to the Houfe by the noble Duke were not 
communicated in confequence of any Addrcfs to his Maiefry, 
and therefore, my Lords, the noble Duke may regularly, 
without waiting for any fuch Addrefs, if his Grace pleafes, 
ii if urm the Houfe, if any Papers relating to this Convention, 
beudct thofe now given in, have been fubferibed by our 

Miniflry 



J&b. M Ceo. It. Miniffry, or by that of Spain. I do not mean; my tortls, 
* '73^9' t thofe Papers that muft have neceflarily preceded the figning 
* Ji ~U~ '-* the Convention, but thofe that may be* immediately con- 
nected with it: Papers, my Lords, upon the Validity of 
which this Convention is, perhaps, to (land or fall. If an/ 
(ueh exift, I humbly prefume, none of your Lordfhips can 
doubt of their being abfolutely necefTary to be laid before 
us. 

• I am very feniible, my Lords, that we have no Right to 
require the noble Duke to give a full and explicit Anfwer 
to this ; but if his Grace does, it will fave the Houfe a 
great deal of Time ; and I am fo much convinced of his 
Grace's llonbur and Integrity, that J, and every Lord, t 
believe, of the Houfe, will be determined by what his 
Grace (hall fay on that Head. As to violating an Oath 
of Secrecy > my Lords, I think there is no Danger of that ; 
for if there is any Paper fuch as I have mentioned) it muft 
be foon knqwn to all the World, and it is already known 
to a great many. It is no Tranfaction of his Majefty's 
Council, and the owning or difowning fuch a Thing can 
Hever affeft his Grace as a Counfellor.' 

The Duke of NewcaJtU. 

Dtofce of New * ^v Lords, your Lordfhips muft be fenfible what a Hard* 
itflt, ftip I am laid under by being obliged to fpeak upon this Oc- 

cafion. The noble Lord who fpoke lail has put it upon me 
to anfwer a Queftion, which I conceive the noble Lord, as 
a Member of this Houfe, has no Right to a(k, and f , as a 
Minifter, am under no Obligation to anfwer. I thought 
that what was urgM by the noble Lord who fits over-a- 
gainft me, was fufficient to have prevailed upon the noble 
Lord who fpoke lait, to have pufiYd this Affair no farther. 
I have, by his Majelty's Order, laid before your Lordfhips 
the Convention, with its feparate Articles and Ratifications. 
His Majefty's Intention in giving thefe Orders was, that 

Jour Lordfhips might thereby be enabled to form a right 
udgraent of this Tranfa&ion. If any other Papers had been 
requifite for this Purpoie, your Lorofhips need not doubt of 
his Majeity's W illingnefs to communicate them to the Houfe. 
As no fuch, my Lords, have been communicated, your 
Lordfhips may be very well aflur'd that thofe now given in 
are fufficient for all the Purpofes mentioned by the noble 
Lord who froke laft. 

' But, my Lords, as the noble Lord feems to expe& from me 

fome more pofitive Declaration as to this Matter, I am very 

willing to go as great a Length as is conMent with the Cha* 

i rafter 
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jafler I have the Honour to bear. And, my Lords, give Ajm. iiffeo. Jtfe. 
me leave to alTore your Lordftiips, that the Papers now kid x 73*"9< 
before you are the only Papers that have been fubferibed by V*i**Y"**J 
ear MiniAers at the Court of Spain relating to the Conduuon 
of the Convention. This, my Lords, 1 take upon me to 
affirm to your L rdfhips, and I hope this AniWer will be 
fctisfoftory to the Houie. If any other Paper was (ign'd by 
our Ministers on that Head, it has not yet come to my 
Knowledge, nor I believe of any Lord in the irionfe, and t 
dare venture to fay, that they could not have been fo long . 
concealed.* 

The Lord Carter^ 

4 My Lords, I think the Houfe is very much obliged to the j^ Cma** 
noble Duke who fpoke lafl : His Grace knows too much of 
thisTranfa&on to be miftaken ; and, for my own part, I have 
no manner of Doubt, that the Papers now given in to the 
Houfe are all the Papers that were fign'd on the part of our 
Ministry . My Lords, I never doubted of that ; but I wifh 
the noble Duke had, with the (ame Franknefs, declared 
if he knew of any Paper relating to, and immediately 
connected with this Convention, that was £gn'd on the 
part of Spain, and tranfmitted to our Court, if 'the noble 
Duke will affirm, that he knows of no fuch Paper, my 
J>»bts, my Lords, are at an end. But, my Lords, ifhia 
Grace (hall make any Difficulty to do this, I ihall immedi- 
ately conclude, that fome fecret Meafure, fome private 
Tran(a6tion, not fit to be communicated to the World, 
nor laid before your Lordlhips, has been entered into : I 
Ihall conclude, my Lords, that however follicitpus we have 
been to procure from Sfain this Convention, yet we could 
not even have procured that, had we not made fome pri- 
vate Conceffions, that deltroy all the feeming Advantages 
which we are to reap by this Convention. My Lords, I 
do not know what this Convention is, I have heard it both 
blamed and approved: Bat let its Stipulations be never fo 
much in our Favour, I, my I^ords, will look upon them * 

as mere Grimace, unlefs the who'e of the Traniaclion be 
Jaid before your Lordlhips. I (hall not trouble your 
J_x>rdfhips any further on thb Head. I hope I have fufii- 
cienrJy explained to your Lordlhips my Meaning s but I 
hope no Lord will be for our entering into the Confidera- 
tion of this Convention, before he is certainly informed of 
crery material Circumftarxe that has any Relation to it.* 
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Ann. ii Geo. IT* 

173*2^ The Duke of Newcaftfo , 

Wee of ifcw- « My Lords> j thought j had bcfore fuffic j cnt1y obvjat^. 

^ all the Doubts that the noble Lord entertained upon this 

Occaiion. I imagined, my Lords, that it was fufficient for 
the Satisfaction of the Houfe, if 1 declared, that the Pa* 
pers given in, were all the Papers that have been figned by 
our iviinifiers at the Court of ' pai», relating to the ton- 
-clufion of this Tranfac"uon. I believe it is pretty well un- 
deritood, that if our Minifters, either here or at that Court, 
[have fign'd no other Paper, there is no other Paper that 
can affect this Convention. If, my Lords, no other Paper 
can affect this Convention, but thofc now deliver'd in to 

CLordfliips, I humbly conceive, that your Lordihips 
all neceflary Lights towards judging aright of this* 
Tranfaaion^ 

The Lord Carteret. 

tori Carteret, ' My Lords, I mould not have again troubled your Lord-, 
fliips upon this Subject, were I not lorry to find that I have 
been fo unfortunate as not 'to explain myfeif clearly enough 
1 to be intelligible to the noble Duke. A Paper, my Lords*, 
though only figiVd by one of the contracting Parties, in a 
Negotiation of this kind, may, in certain Cafes, and aU 
tended with certain Circumitances, be as binding upon" the 
Party not figning, as if they had actually fign'd it. I don't 
know, my Lords, if there is any fuch Paper relating to this 
Convention now exifting, far lels do I know in what Terms, 
it is conceiv'd, or in what Manner it was deliver'd. But 
whether there is, or is not, it is certainly reafonable that 
we fhould be acquainted with the Import of every Paper 
connected with this Tranfaction, or that thofe without 
Doors fhOuld be made eafy on that Head. / The Doubt 
therefore, which, with great Submiffion, I want to be re- 
folv'd in, is, Whether any Paper relating to this Conven- 
tion, and declaring it void, if the Terms contain'd in that 
Paper were not comply'd with, was at any time deliver'd 
by the Minifters of Spain to thofe of Great-Britain V 

The Duke of Newcafi/e. 

Duke of New ' ^ v ^° r< ^» * ^ v ^ nothing to add to what I have already 

eaBk. dedar'd to your Lordfhips, out that there was, indeed, a 

Paper given to our Minifters by that of Spain, relating^ to 

the Attain of the Soutb'Sea-Qompzny. This Paper, my 

Lords* 
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Lords, relates to a private Tranfa&iep betwixt the Spa- Af*uts>G«o.II« 

wim-ds and that Company ; and I cooM never have una* . *73*"g« , 

nped that it could have crated fuch A pprehenfions in any ^ '^*~" -*. 

body, as the noble Lord feems to exjpjrefs. That Company, 

my Lords, have many Tianja&ons with the Court o£Spam M 

ad it Come Mifundeifending fomerimes happens betwixt 

tssen, it is not at all to be wonderd at j but we can never 

fimofe that their private Transactions, and the Concerns 

of ne ftation, depend upon oar another. The Stanijb 

Maoiflera might, if they had pleafed, have fent fifty Papers 

tooar Mmi&en on that Head, but I never imagin'd that 

any Lord would have thought it material that theie Papers 

fitooid be communicated to this Houfe. The Paper, or 

Froteft, or Declaration, call it what you pleafe, that is now 

in ^ueftstm, pafs*d through my Hands, and was fome Days 

ago transmitted to the Company. If any of your Lord- 

ws are of Opinion that it fhould be laid before the Houfe* 

I Jhall very readily concur with the Motion. My Lords, I 

will §o farther, 1 will undertake to have it delivered to 

your Lordfhips, as the Papers now given in have been* 

without any motion being made for that Purpofe ; though, 

jay Lords, I don't think it at all material, whether it is. 

mid before your Lordfhips or not.' 

Hie Lord Carteret. 

4 My Lords, I now fbmd up to make a Motion ; but Ifevd 6t*Ng 
think it very proper to return my Acknowledgments to the 
noble Duke, for condefcending fo readily to anfwer the 
Doubt I had propos'd. It was, my Lords, with the 
grexteft Diffidence in the World, that I mentioned it to. 
your Lordfhips ; and, my Lords, it is not without a fecret 
Satisfaction, that I obferve, there was at leaft a Foundation 
fer my Sufpicions. Therefore, my Lords, as the nobl* 
Sake has promised, that the Paper in queftion mall be 
cootniumkated to the Houfe, I humbly move, That the 
Convention, together with the feparate Articles, and the. 
sfveral Ratifications, concluded betwixt their Britannia and. 
Catholic Majeftics, may be read on Tvefday next/ 

The Earl of Strafford fpoke next as follows, 

4 My Lords, It is with a kind of Surprise that I have Badof Sfr^finL 
fceaid what oafs' d betwixt that noble Duke and the noble 
Lard wJk> fpoke lafi. In the mean time, it is no hard 
Matter to forefee, that this Convention muft employ a great 

*%** * dial 
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fnn. i» Geo, II. deal of our Time, The noble Lord who fpoke Ialt has fb 
' ^H penetrating a Head, his Intelligence is fo good, and he has 

•^ ' ~¥*~ V been fo long ufed to Affairs of this kind, that I have no 
Doubt hjs Lordlhip is already acquainted what the Terms 
ef this Convention are. The noble Duke, my Lords, be ? 
fides all thefe Advantages, has that of having actually feen 
this TrarifeSion, and, no donbt £ has had a great Hand in 
concluding it ; i*Q that I do not wonder if both thefe noble 
Lords are for defaying our reading it for Tome Days longer. 
But, my Lords, as 1 own my Comprehenfion is but very 
fmall, and my Curioiity very great, I think we cannot do 
better than to have it now read for the firfi: time, and to 
delay the fecond Reading to the Day moved by the noble 
Lord. This, my Lords, in my Judgment, would have 
two good effects : In the firil place, Lords can fee what 
the Nature and Tendency of this Convention are, and 
they whd are hitherto unacquainted with it, will have 
fome Time to. make Reflections upon it, and will come 
more ripe fpr debating it, if there is Occafion, on the fe- 
cond autl third Reading. In the ne^'t place, my Lords, no 
Lord here can be ignorant that very odd things have been 
faid, and, I believe, very groundleis Surmifes have been' 
ipread abroad, with regard to this Convention. Thefe 
Reports, my Lords, cannot fail to have made a. confidera- 
ble Impreffion on the IViinds of many of his Majefty's Sub- 
^ jecls ; and the longer, my Lords, fuch Iicpreflions are fuf- 
** "fered to remain, 3ie more ^difficult it is to remove them. 

Therefore, my Lords, as I believe the Convention w21 very 
much dikppoin: the mean Opinion the World has now of 
if, I think the fooncr it is made known to the public, 
the better. This, my Lords, is my Opinion ; I afk Par- 
don if 1 am in the wrong ; I do not know the noble Duke's 
or the noble "Lord's Motives for delaying the Reading the 
Convention ; I have not the Honour to be in either of the 
noble Lords Secrets. I fpeak"my own Sentiments ; I {peak 
after no body. And, befides the Reafon«, my Lords, I 
hpyt given for readir.g the Convention jail now, 1 have 
another, which is the gratifying my own Curiofity, which* 
J own to your Lordfhips, is,' upon this Occafion, Vyound up 
^o a very high Pitch.* 

OonTcntlon rod Th^s Motion was thought fo very reafooable, tftat the for- 

^.ifcc ^riftlnu:. mcr Motion was retracted, and the Convention was read for 

the firil time ; which, together with the two fepnrate Arti-. 

cles, was as follows : 

.VWhereaj 
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. « Whereat Differences hr.ve arifen; of late Yean, between Ann. 12 Ceo. ii.- 

the two Lrowns of Great- Britain and Spain* on account of J 73*"9« 

r.ie \ iiiting. Searching, and Taking of VeiTcls, the Seizing *— *^^ — ^ 

of Effects, the Regulating of Limits, and other Grievances A Co Py t5ttrc °f» 

alledgcd on each :>ide, as well in tftc H'eft- Indies* as eife- 

fc-here ; which Differences are fo ferious, and of fuch a 

Nature, that, if Cire be not taken to put an entire Stop to 

them tor the prefent. and to prevent them for the future, 

they might o cafon an open Rupture between the faid 

Crowns : For this Reafon his Majeily the King of Great* 

Britain, and his Majefty the King of Spain, having nothing 

ib much at heart as to preferve and corroborate the good 

Ccrreipondence which has fo happily fubfiiled, have thought 

proper to grant their Fuil Powers, jtv«. his Britannic iVja- 

jeiky to Benjamin Keene, Efq; his Minifter-Pienipotentiary 

to his Catholic Majefty, and his Catholic Majelly to 

Don Sebajizan de la igradra, Knight of the Order of St. 

y antes, Counsellor of State, and Firfl: Secretary of State 

and of the Eifpatches ; who, after prcvioufty producing 

their Foil Powers, having conferred together, have agreed 

upon the following Articles. 

* Art. I. Whereas the ancient Frlendfnip, fo defirable and 
f* necefiary for the reciprocal Interell of both Nations, 
and particularly with regard to their Commerce, cannot be 
cflabiilhed upon a lading Foundation, unlefs Care be takers 
not only to adjuft and regulate the Pretenfions for reciprocal 
Repiration of the Damages already fuftiined, but, above all, 
to find out Means to prevent the like Caufes of Complaint 
for the future, and to remove abfolutely, and for ever, 
every thing which might give Occafion thereto ; it is agreed 
to b.bour immediate y, with ail imaginable Applicat 'on and 
Diligence, to attain io defirable an ind ; and for that Pur- 
pofe there (hail be named on the part of their Britaxm'c 
and Catholic Majefties refpectivcly, immediately after the 
figning of tfle prefent Convention, two M.niiters-Plenipo- 
te:.txaries, who (hall meet at Madrid within the Space of 
fix Weeks, to be reckoned from the Day of the Exchange 
of the Ratifications, there to Confer, and finally regulate 
the refpetfive Pretenfions of the two Crowns, as well with 
regard to the Trade and Navigation in America and Europe > 
and to the Limits of Florida and of Carolina, as concern- 
ing other Points, which remain likewife to be adjuited ; the 
whole according to the Treaties of the Years 1667, 1670, 
1713, itij, 1721, 172R, and 1729, including That of 

1738-9. *2 thc 
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Ann. it G«o. It. the Affiento of Negroes, and the Convention of tyx6i 
1738-9. and ft j $ aJfo agreed" that the Plenipotentiaries fo named, 
fhall bf gin their Conferences fix Weeks after the Exchange 
of the Ratifications, and (hall finiih them within the Space 
of eight Months. 

' Art II. The Regulation of the Limits of Florida and of 
Carolina* which, according to what has been, lately agreed, 
was to be decided by Commiflaries on each Side, ihall 
likewife be committed to the (aid Plenipotentiaries, to 
procure a more folid and effectual Agreement; and dur- 
ing the Time that the Difcuffion of that Affair (ball, laft, 
Things fhall remain in the aforefaid Territories of Florida 
and of Carolina, in the Situation they are in at pre&nt, 
without increafing the Fortifications. there* or taking am/ 
new Foils } and for this Purpofe, his Britannic Majeity 
and his Catholic Majefty (ball caufe the neceflary Orders 
to be dispatched immediately after the figning of tnis Con- 
vention. 

* Art. III. After having duly confidered the Demands and 
Pretentions of the two Crowns, and of their respective 
Subjects, for Reparation of the Damages fuffcained on each 
Side, and all Circumftances wnich relate to this important 
Affair ; it is agreed, that his Catholic Majefty (hall caufe 
to be paid to his Britannic Majefty, the Sum of 95,000/. 
Sterling, for a Balance, which has been admitted as due to 
the Crown and the Subjects of Great- Britain, after Deduc- 
tion made of the Demands of the Crown and Subjects of 
Spain ; to the End that the above-mentioned Sum, toge- 
ther with the Amount of what has been acknowledged on 
the Part of Great Britain to be due to Spain on her 
Demands, may be employed by his Britannic Majefty far 
the Satisfaction, Difcharge, and Payment of the Demands 
of his Subjects upon the Crown of Spain ; it being under- 
ftood nevertheless, That it (hall not be pretended, that 
this reciprocal Difcharge extends, or relates to the Accounts 
and Differences, which fubftft; or are to be fettled between 
the Crown of Spain and the Company of the * Affiento of 
Negroes, nor to any particular or private Contracts tha& 
may fubfift between either of the two Crowns, or their 
Minifters, with the Subjects of the other, or between the 
Subjects and Subjects of each Nation refpectively ; with 
Exception, however, of all Pretentions of this Clais men- 
tioned 

• By this is defcribed what is commonly called the $#*tf-£a*Company. 
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tioned In the Plan presented at Seville, by the Commifla- Aim. u 
lies of Grua-Bri*ai*i aad{ included in the Account lately *H*> 
made ear at £#W*», of Damages fufhined by the Subject " 
of the Aid &i% and cfpecially the three Particular!' in* 
fete*** the Jaid Flan, and making but one Article in the 
Aeons*** amounting to 119,512 Piaflcrs, a Beak and % 
QaeriBi of Plate; and the Subjecls on each Side (hall be 
mrisjcrf» and AeU have Liberty to have SRccourfe to the 
Lawv or to take other proper Meafures, for canfine the ar 
beveiajd Engagements to be fulfilled, in the fiune Manner at 
ifthkOonverrttondidnottxiiL 



« Ait. TV. The Value of the Ship called the W-lbaik 
whkb-vm taken and carried to the Fort of Compechy in the 
Y«a« 1732* tb$ Loyal Char ks % tbeDiftatcb, t fa George, and 
tb* &ri*6g<Wmimw^ which were earned to the Havamnm iaj 
the Year 1737* and /£#•$*. 7**trj to P«r/a JUre in the fame 
Yeatv having been included in the Valuation that hae beea 
made -of die Demands of the Subjecls of Great-Britain* m 
atf» several others that were taken before ; if it happens* that* 
in imb afqunire of the Orders that have been difpatched by 
the Court of ^sWir for the Refutation of them, Part, or the 
WJtoIn of them hare been reftored, the Sums 6> recejvei 
fiajdt .be deduced from the 95,0*30 /. Sterling, which is to 
be nead by the Court! of Spat*, according to what is above 
IHnalairrl : It being, however, underftood, that the Payment 
o/nW 95^000/. Sterling mall not be, for that Reakra, in 
any Manner delayed ; faring that what may hare been pre* 
vedftallberefiored. 



* Art V. The prcfeat Convention (hall be approved and 
rarincd by hts Britannit Majefty and by his Catholic Mat 
jeftf? and the Ratifications thereof (hall be delivered and ea> 
changed at Lmdon within the Space of fix Weeks, or fooner} 
if hr can be done; to be reckoned from the Day of the fign* 
ing. 

A In witnefi whereof We the under-written Miniflett* 
Plenipotentiaries of his Britannic Majeily and of his Catho- 
lic Majesty, by Vhtue of our Full Powers, have figned the 
present Convention, and caufed the Seal of our Arms to be 
affixed thereto. Done at the Pardt the 14th Day afjanu- 

B. Keene* 

8. Je la SZ*adra. % 

Fktt 
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Ann. l2.Oeo.IIt 

'TgM* t Firft feparate Article, 

4 Whereas it has been agreed by the fa& Article of the* 
Convention, figned this Day, between the Minifters-Flenipo- 
tcntiaries of Great-Britain and Spain, that there (hall be 
named 6n the Part of their Britannic and Catholic Ma- 
jefties respectively, immediately aftey the figning th« above^ 
faid Convention* two Mir.iflers-Plenipotcnriaries, who (hall 
meet at Madrid, within the Space of fix Weeks, to be rec- 
koned from the Day of the Exchange- of the Ratifications * 
their faid Majefties, to the End that no 1 ime may be loft in 
xemoving, by a folemo Treaty, which is to be concluded for 
that Purpofej all Canfe of I omplaint for the future, and 
in eftabliihing thereby a perfect good Underftanding, and a 
lading Friendfhip between the two Crowns, have named* 
and do by thefe Prcfents name, *//«. his Britannic Majefty, 
-Benjamin Keene, Efc; his faid Majefty *s Minifter-Plcnipo- 
tentiary to his Catholic Majefty, and Abraham Cafres t E(q; 
his faid Britannick Majefty's Conful*General at the Court of 
his Catholic Majefty, his Plenipotentiaries for that Purpose $ 
and his Catholic Majefty, Don Jofcph de la Quintan a, his 
CounfeEor in the fuprcme Council of the In Jits, and Don 
Strfben-Jbfepb de Abaria, Knight of the Order of Cain- 
trava, Counfellor in the fame Council, and Superintendant 
of the Chamber of Accounts, who (hall be immediately in- 
flruded to begin the Conferences: And whereas it has been 
agreed by the third Article of the Convention figned this 
Day, that the Sum of 95,000/. Sterling, is due, on the 
Part of Spain, as a Balance to the Crown and Subjects of 
'Great- Britain, after Deduction made of the Demands of 
the. Crown and Subjects of Spain ; his Catholic Majcity 
fhall caufe to be paid at London, within the Term of four 
Months, to be reckoned from the Day of the Exchange of 
the Ratifications, or {boner if it be poftible, in Money, the 
above-mentioned 9^,000 /. Sterling, to fuch Perlbns as (hall 
be authorized, on the Part of his Britannic Majefty, to re- 
ceive it. 

Second Jeparate A * t l c L ft . 

- * Whereas the underwritten Minifters Plenipotentiaries o^ 
their Britannic and Catholic Majefties have this Dav Iign- 
ed, by Virtue of full Powers from the Kings their Matters 
for that Purpofe, a Convention for fettling and adjuiling all 
the Demand f, on ench Side, of the Crowns of Great Britain 
Mid Spain, on Account of Seizures nude, Ships taken, iffc. 

and 



.} 
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ted fin- the Payment of a Balance that is thereby due to t}ie Ann. iiGeo/ll. 
Crown of Great Britain ; it is declared, that the Ship call- t l 1} *~9* m & 
edthr Sure eft, which was taken on the 14th Day of April 

175*1, as A* was coming out from the Ifland of Antigua, by 
itparijb Guarda Lofta, and carried to Porto Rico, is not 
comprehended in the afbrefaid Convention ; and his Catho- 
lic Majefty promifes, that the faid Ship and its Cargo /hall 
be farfiVitn reftored, or the juft Value thereof to w law* 
ful Owners ; provided that, previous to the Reilitution of 
the laid Ship the $u?c*fs y the Perfon or Perfons intereftecj 
tberefo do grve Security at Lona\n t to the Satisfaction of D*a 
Tmmas Geraldho, his Catholick Majcfry's Minifter Plenipc* 
tertiary, to abide by what mall be decided thereupon by 
the Minhters Plenipotentiaries of their faid Majefties, that 
hi *e been named for finally fettling, according to the Trea- 
ties, the Disputes whioh remain to be adjufted between the 
two Crowns ; and hU Catholic Majefty agrees, as far as 
fhaM depend upon him, that the above-mentioned Ship the 
Sncecfs* fhall be referred to the Examination and Decifion of 
the Plenipotentiaries 5 his Britannic Majefty promifes like- 
v-ife to refer, as far as fhall depend upon him, to the De- 
cifion of the Plenipotentiaries, the Brigantine Sancla Tbere/a, 
feized in the Port of' Dublin , in Ireland, in the Year 1735J 
And Che fa d underwritten Minifters Plenipontentiaries de- 
clare by thefe Prefents, that the 3d Article of the Conven- 
tion figned this Day, does not extend, nor (hall be conftra- 
ed to extend to any Ships or EfFe&s that may have been 
tzken or leized fince the 10th Day of Dectinber 17 $7* or 
jnajr be hereafter taken or feized ; in which Cafes, Juftice 
Cull be done according to the Treaties, as if the afbrefaid 
Convention had not been made ; it being however under- 
fiuod, that tiiis relates only to the Indemnification and Sa- 
tisfaction te be made for the EfFefts feized, or Prizes taken, 
bat that the Decifion of the Cafes, which may happen, in 
order to remove all Pretext for Difpute, is to be referred 
to the Plenipotentiaries, to be determined by them accard- 
•i^ to. the Treaties. 

* Thefe Separate Articles (hall have the fame Force as if 
jsferted Word for Word in the Convention figned this 
Thy : And (hall be ratified in the fame Manner. 

"* In Wieicfs whereof, We the underwritten Minifters Pie-; 
nipocen tiaries of his Britannick Majefty, and of his Catho- 
lick Majefty, by Virtue of our full Powers, have figned the 
pcfenf Separate Articles, and have caufed the Seals of our 
Anns la Ik? affixed thereto. At the Bar di, Jan. 14, 1739. 

JS. Keine t Sibaftian d$ la <%uadra^ 
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jfls*. safe* II. The Convention and feparate Article, were ratify'd under , 
*7J*-9* the Hand of his Britannic Majefly, Jan. 24 ; and of his 
W 1 V"" '*^ Catholic Majeity January 15. JV. 6\ r739# and were con- 
{faded purfuant to full Powers dated at St James\ AW. g, 
1738, at the jP*n&* January 10, 1739. 

C*£r $f the Declaration made on the Part of the King of 
Spain, before he ratify* J the Convention. 

* Don Sehaftian de la Quadra, Counfellec and firft Secre- 
tary of State of his Catholic Majefty, and his firft Pleni- 
potentiary for the Convention which is treating with the 
King of England, by Order of his Sovereign, and in Con* 
fequence of his repeated Memorials and Conferences that 
have pa(s*d with Don Benjamin Ktene % Minifter Plenipoten- 
tiary of his Britannic Majefty, and having agreed therein 
with reciprocal Accord, that the prefent Declaration (hall 
t>e made as the effential and precife Means to overcome the 
4b much debated Disputes, and, in order that the (aid Con-* 
vention may be figned, does declare, in due Form, that 
hk Catholic Majeity referves to himfelf, in its full Force, 
the Right of being able to fufpend the Affiento of Negroes, 
and for difpatching the neceQary Orders for the Execution 
thereof, in cafe the Company does not fubjecl herfelf to 
pay, within afhort Term, the 68,000/. Sterling, which 
we has confe&M is owing or; the Duty of Negroes, accord- 
ing to the Regulation of 5 2 d. per Dollar, or on the Profits 
Of the Ship Caroline i and likewife declare, that under the 
Validity and Force of this Protefi, the figning of the £u4 
Convention may be proceeded on, and in no other Man- 
ner. Wherefore, upon this firm Supposition, and that it 
may not be eluded on any Motive or Pretext whatfoever, 
his Catholic Majeity has been induced {hereto. 

fordo, lothof Jan. 1739. 

Don Sebaftian de la ^uadra. % 

. February 9. The Lord DeUnvar flood up in tfre House 
of Lords and fpoke as follows : 

Vm} D fewest ' ^ v Lords* h » w ^ an tqfol mixtare of Concent and: 

Speech apunft a Indignation, that I obferve die beft and the moft valuable: 

Satire, intitled Privileges of the Subjects prollituted to the moil infamous 

Uawx%$. Pujpofes. 



Hapdfts. The Hand of the Lcgiflature has been, as yet, Ann.12 fced. If- 
lender of reforming this Abuie, Jell, in endeavouring to re- * 1 J}*^1 9 , . 
Jbain Licentioufneis, Liberty might be affr&cd. But, my ~*~ J 

Lords, the Region of my riling up it, perhaps, one of the 
moft flagrant inilances of Abafe and Virulence that this Age 
lias icen. It is true that I believe no Man in the Nation 
will fay, that the leaft Ground has been afforded by the 
noble Lords; whofe Characters are attack'd in the infamous 
Libel i have in my Hand, for treating them in fuch a 
manner as the Libeller has done ; but, my Lords, if we 
fhoold fuller fuch flagrant Infults upon our Order and Dig- 
nity to pals uiKenfur'd, jt will be thought withbdt Doors; 
either that we deferve them, or that we dare not punifli 
them. My Lords, it is neceflary to make fome Examples 
of our Juftice fometimes ; your Lordfhips have a Right to 
rmdicSie your own Dignity* and, as you fee Caufe, to 
punifli thofe who offend agidft any of the Members of this 
Home. We have many Precedents for this, mv Lords, 
and oar Exercife of this Power has always had a good 
EflWt , 

* 1 have in my Hand, my Lords, a Paper, entitled, Man- 
*crs ; a Satire: By Mr. Whitehead: Printed for R. Dodjley, 
at TvJiyj Head, Fall Mall: Which I conceive to be high- 
ly reflecting upon the Characters of feveral noble Lords In 
tikis Houfe ; But as our forms generally direct us to heaf 
what the Parties offending have to fay for themfelves, I 
fliarl only, at prefect, make a Motion, That the Author 
and Printer of this Paper be ordered to attend at your 
Lontthips Bar On Monday next. 1 

Accordingly on Monday, February \ i, the Perfori whofe 
BofineG it was to fummbn the above Printer and Author 
Baling inform'd the Houfe that they both waited at ths 
Door, a Motion was made, that the Paper mould be read 
by the Clerk, which was accordingly done ; and the Que- •* ■ . 

ftion being then put, That the fatd Paper was a falfe, fcan- ^T^yS?* 
daloos, and malicious Libel, and contained divers Mat- * ^** 

ters highly reflecting upon fome of the Members of that 
Houfe, the fame was ilnanimoufly agreed to. 

The Author was then ordered to attend \ but the Door- 
keeper informing the Houfe that he was not there, the 1 .. 
above Sumrooner, or MefTenger, was called m, and ex- 
amined by the Houfe,- if he had duly executed the Order 
of the Houfe i He anfwer'd, that he had been at the Au* 
Ihor's Houfe, and that not finding him at Hogae; he left 
Ihe Outer fof his Attendance with his Maid, who had pro- ifo^fatMii 
iniied to deliver it. It was then moved, That the faid An* the AuuwwiaS 

1738-9, £ thor oftody» 
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Jta. tft-Geo. it tktf not attending, he mould be taken into the Cuftody of 
1738-9. die Ufhcr of the Black Rod. 

Debate thereon. Upon which the Earl of Abingdon fpoke as follows : 

Earl of Abi*t- < My Lords, there is no Lord in this Houfe more averfe 
4*. to encouraging any Tendency towards a Spirit of Licen- 

tioufhefs, eipecially when it may be thought to affect an/ 
of your Lordfhips, or more ready to give his Vote for pu- 
sifiung the Authors, than myfelf : But, my Lords, a Doubt 
arifes within me juft now, from what your Lordfhips Of- 
ficer told the Houfe. He laid, my Lords, that he did not 
meet with the Author, and that he had left the Order with 
his Maid. My Lords, my Doubt is, whether we can, con- 
fidently with Juflice, and the Forms of the Houfe, proceed 
to order this Man into Cuftody, if the Order for his At- 
tendance was not perfonally ferv'd upon him.' 

The Lord Dtlawar. 

lord Delawat. -> My Lords, it is great Matter of Surprize to me, that the 
noble Lord fhould entertain the lead Doubt upon this Head. 
If once we Ihould admit it to be neceuary that every Per- 
son, who is ordered to attend here, ihould be perfonally 
frmmon'd, I believe very few of your Lordfhips Orders 
would be regarded. It would be eafy, my Lords, for one 
' who is confcious that he has done amifs, to keep out of the 
way, and to elude the Diligence of your Officer. And 
what panes in this Houie is not fo fecretly tranfatted, but 
that an Offender may foon know the proper time for ab- 
Jconding. Befides, my Lords, there is nothing more or- 
dinary than to order Offenders into the Cuftody of the 
Ufher of the Black Rod, tho' they have not been perfonally 
ferv'd with your Lordfhips Order.' 

Tfie ftlbtioa a- Upon this the Motion was unanimoufly agreed to. 

greed to. 

The Printer was then call'd to the Bar of the Houfe, and 
upon the feveral Queftions being put to him, he inform'd 
the Houfe, that tRe Author, whofe Name was prefix'd 
to the Poem, fent for him to his Houfe, and that he agreed 
with him to print the faid Poem ; that he did not look 
into the Contents of it, but that imagining there might be 
fomething in it, as he (aw it was a Sarire by its Title-page, 
that might be laid hold of in Law, he infilled that the Au- 
thor ihould affix his Name to it, and that he then print- 

•• ' " r edit* 
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A Motion being tfcen made, That the Printer mould »73 >j* , 
be taken into the Cuftody of the Ufhcr of the Black Rod, r^T.^^* 
the Lord C*rtent rofe up and fpoke as follows. t^Sv^m 

into Cuftody* 

* My Lords, I don't think myfelf at liberty to vindicate Laid £«**#, 
either the Printer's or the Author's Innocence in this Af- 
fair, efpecially as your Lordfhips have already pafs'd your 

Cenfint upon the Paper that gave rile to this Motion* 
Bat, my Lords, it may not be always expedient to go to* 
the Rigour of Jufbce, efpecially in a Cafe that may by 
fome be thought to afrWt the Liberty of the Prefi. There- 
fore I think your Lordfhips ought to temper your Severity 
to this poor Man, who is fo unfortunate, as I believe, un- 
deugnedry to fall under your Difpleafure. I fhould be dad 
to know of any of your Lordfhips, if the Author had ap- 
peared, whether your Lordfhips would have proceeded to 
thefe Extremities aeainft the Printer. My Lords, I be- 
lieve theHoufe would have thought it fufficient, if our Cen- 
fure had been mflicled upon one of the Perfbns concerned ; 
I dare' lay your Lordfhips would have extended your Indul- 
gence a little to this Man, who very probably was. drawn 
in by the Arts of the Author to print this Libel. I beg 
voor Lordfhips would confider this. It is hard that this 
Man theuld fuller for another Man's being contumacious; 
he has, my Lords, fhewn all due Refpeft to your Lord- 
mips Order, and h would found harm if your Lordfhips 
mould mfli£t the fame Cenfure upon him that you would 
have mfjifted upon the Author, had he appeared. I am far, 
my Lords, from excufmg either of them, but I hope the 
Confideration of what this Man's fate would have been, 
had the Author appeared, will induce your Lordfhips to 
mitigate it now. 1 fhall make no Motion, my Lords, but 
I hope what I have thrown out may have fome Influence 
with your Lordfhips. 1 

The Earl of Abingdon fpoke next to the following Pur- 
pofe: 

* My Lords, I believe there are very few, or no Inftances, ^ t \ ^j^ n ^ 
wherein your Lordfhips have proceeded with Severity againft <&«, 

a Printer when the Author was difcover'd ; and I think it 
would be hard, if your Lordfhips were to make fuch a Pre- 
cedent at this Time. In inferior Courts, roy Lords, at 
rtty feldom happens that Printers fufrer when the Authors 
are known ; ana I hope your Lordfhips will, on this Occa- 
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4Ltn.i»Geo.U. fion, proceed wkh that Lenity which diftinguiflies this Hoaff 
i73$-9. t more - tba& all its o£h$r PrivUegpSv 

Lord £f<v*/. 

Lorf £tvt& * My Lords, I mould be very wiling to (hew all Indul- 

~ gence to one in this Perfon's Cixciuqftances, if I did nof 

Slink Jiis Offence of iuch a Nature as to admit of no Mi- 
tigation. Libels of this kind are now grown fo common* 
and appear with fo much Impunity attending the Authors, 
{hat they require an immediate Check from the Legiflature. 
The noble Lords who fpoke laft, feem'd to tnink, that A3 
this Man was only the Tool of the Author, therefore we 
ought to pardon him. My Lords, as we have found the 
Paper in itfelf to be a Libel, the Printer, in, the Eye of 
the Law, and in Equity too, is as guilty as the Author. 
Were it not for. t£? Printers, thefc infamous Papers would 
die before they were made public ; it is the printing and 
publiftung tfoem that does all the Mifchief. The Libel now 
in my Hand is of a peculiar Malignancy. It falls upon Cha- 
. rafters that ar? above Envy itfelf to afperfe, it throws out 
(nfinuations that none but the molt corrupted Heart coulol 
fugged ; and, my Lords, if we negle&ed to punifh every 
one whom we {hall End to have had a hand in it, we do an 
Indignity to ourfelves. My Lords, the Public, in Cafes of 
of this Nature, are generally favourable to the Offender; 
but this Libel is of fo virulent a Nature, that, I dare fay, 
there is not a Gentleman in the Kingdom who does not de-, 
tefl it. If the Authors and Publifhers, therefore, of fuch 
Scandal, are not puniuYd, the Public itfelf will blame us, 
and, indeed, I do not fee what Chara&er or Reputation is 

. Tltf Lord Chancellor 

tori GhanceHor. * My Lords, the Liberty of the Prefs is what I think ought 
to be facred to, ev^ry Engll^bman, and*. I dare anfwer for 
it, vv^ill ever be fo to yourXorctthips. But, my Lords, thp* 
the Liberty of the Prefs is in every Eody's Mouth, yet,' I 
am afraid, there is nothing lefs understood than the Nature 
of that Liberty^ My Lords, 1 have often* defir'd an Op- 
portunity of delivering to your Lordfhips my Sentiments, 
with regard to., the Liberty of the Prefe j and as that Ex- 
preflkm has been mentioned in t^hts Debate, I think I can- 
not have a fcirer. Opportunity of doing it than the prefent : 
jut I hope your Lordftups, beforehand, will acquit me of 
anjf Affedation to appear ungular upon this Occafion. I 

A 4 do, 
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go affixre you, my Lords, I (hall {peak my Scrajmeatj. and Aon. uQe^u, 
what occurs to me from the moft mature Reflection I am *7&-$* 
able to make upon the Nature of our Conftitution and Go- 
vernment. 

• The Liberty of the Prefs, my Lords, is by moft People, 
I know, taken for a Liberty to publifh every Indecency of 
any kind, againft the moft resectable Perfons, and the 
higheft Characters j and fo ftrongly does this Notion pre- 
vail, that a Libeller is* no (boner profecuted, than a Cry is 
immediately fet up, that the Liberty of the Prefc is endan- 
gefd. But, my Lords, give me leave to fay, that if the 
Liberty of die Prefc confute in Defamation, it were much 
better we were without any fuch Liberty. My Notion, my 
Lords b that the Words, The Liberty 9/ the Pre/} 9 are im- 
properly us'd, to exprefs a Right, which is peculiar to the 
Prefc, of ©piffling to the World any defamatory Matter 
to the Prejudice of Superior, Inferior, or Equal. My 
Lords, the Laws and Confutation of England know of no 
fuch Liberty ; for that would be a Liberty deftruclive of 
ali Laws, and all Conftitutions. How thefe Words came 
to prevail, was, my Lords, in my Opinion, in this man- 
ner : Before the Art of Printing was known in Europe, Learn- 
ing was confine^ to a very few. At that time, the Tran- 
scribers and Copiers of 'Books were a very confiderable Body 
of Men, and were under particular Regulations by Law*. 
When Printing was difcover'd, thefe Reftrictions fell of courie, 
and then every Man was at liberty to communicate, at an 
eafy Expence, his Labours and Thoughts upon any*Subje& 
to the whole World. This, my Lords, wa3 found fo very 
convenient, that thence arofe the Words, The Liberty of the 
frefi. That this is the natural Original of thefe Words, my 
Lords, will appear from confiderine the Nature of our Laws, 
with regard to defamatory Libels before Printing was difco- 
ver'd, compared with whaj it is now. My Lords, before the 
Difcoveryof Printing, very ftrong Statutes were made againft 
Defamation, which very Statutes are (till in Force ; and no, 
Man, my Lords, will mew me any one Statute upon this 
Head, that was in 'Force before the Difcovery of Printing, 
Wi'iich has been fince fepeaPd. from this, my Lords, I think 
k evident, that by the Expreffion, The Liberty of tie Prefix 
can never be underftood anv Liberty which the Pros acxjiuVd, 
and whkh was unknown oefore the Difcovery of Printing. 
This, I hope, your Lordfhips will find a fair and iuft Way 
of Reafoning ; and, indeed, the only Way on which we can 
rralbn on this Subject. If any Body, my Lords, is of Opi- 
nion, that Authors acquir'd any new Privileges or Liberties 
w*ea Printing was difcover'd, lie ought to prove, my Lords, 
' * ' * eithfpr 
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Ann. is G40. n. either that the old Statutes on that Subject were.repeaTd, or 
^^r > t that new ones were made in its favour ; which, I will ven, 
fure to fay, no Man can do. It is true, my Lords, that, in 
Come Reigns, very great Restraints have been laid upon the 
Prefs, and very great Severities have been inflicted on Authors 
and Printers, For publifhing that which would now pais cur- 
rent. But this never proves that the Laws relating to Defa- 
mation were bad Laws ; it only proves that they were abided 
by Power. I am very fenfible, my Lords, of how much 
Ufe the Prefs was at the Time of die Revolution ; but the 
Authors who wrote at that Time on the Side of Liberty, ad- 
vanced nothing that was not agreeable to the Conftitution ; 
they were warranted by Law for what they wrote, and they 
had the Senfe of the Nation on their Side. Bcfides, my 
Lords, there is a great Difference betwixt an Author's writ- 
ing on a fpeculative Subject, on which he thinks he has 
Something to communicate that may be of Service to the 
World, and an Author's falling foul on all Mankind becaufe 
they are not of his way of Thinking. The Authors on the 
Side of the Revolution, my Lords, communicated their Sen- 
timents with the greateft Deference to the Perfons and Cha- 
racters 6f their Superiors, unmix'd with perfonal Calumnies, 
or virulent Reflexions . Therefore, my Lords, it is a ground- 
kfs Cry againft the Government, when a Libeller is puniih'cL 
to compare the Conduft of this Government to that before 
ihe Revolution, uniefi thole Gentlemen can prove, to the 
Satisfaction of a Jury, that they write with as much Caution, 
and with as much Decency, as the Writers who in the Reigns 
of King Cbarlts \\ an^ King James II. wrote on the Prin- 
ciples of Liberty. 

' Having raid thus much, my Lords, I cannot help taking 
Notice of another very common MHlake, with regard tot 
the Freedom which fome Qentlemen think themferves en- 
titled to, in cenfuring the Conduct of their Superiors. My 
Lords, this is a Freedom Unknown to our Constitution, and 
fubverfive of our known Statutes, becaufe a great part of 
9ur Laws are intended for the Relief of any rerfon who is 
injured by another. Any Perfbn, my Lords, who is in- 
jured by another, were this laft the greateft Subject in the 
"kingdom, has the Courts of Juftice open for his Relief, 
and he has a Jury who will do him Jufbce according to the 
Nature of his Cafe, and then the Law is fatished. No 
Man, my Lords, 'is at liberty, by our Laws, to carry his 
Rtfentment farther, 1 becaufe, if he carries it farther, he 
carries it beyond Law. From this, my Lords, it is plain ^ 
that whoever attempts to attack any Man's Character, by- 
writing or publifhing defamatory Libels, is guilty of 'a 
'"^Trefpafs, and can plead no Mitigation of his Crime, either 
' ^ * fron* 
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from the Nature of our Conftftution, or the* Tenor of ooi Ann. 12Ceo.lt. 
Laws. My Lords, I am fcnfible this Doctrine founds odd, m '73*^- 
at a time of day when the People, under the Notion of 
Liberty, are quite intoxicated with a Spirit of Licentiouf- 
nefc. Bat, I know, I fpeak in an ABTemUy where no- 
thing is approv'd or condemned before it is thoroughly 
weigh'd ; and the longer, my Lords, your Lordfllips weigh 
c*d, I am convinced, your Lordihips 



what I have advane'd, I am convinced, your 
will think it more reafonable. The Libel we are now 
upon is of the more virulent Quality, in that it was im- 
poffible any of the Subjects of die libel could give any 
jiift Ground of Provocation to the Author. My Lords, £ 
do cot believe any of the noble Lords, attack'd by this 
impudent Libeller, (b much as know him by Sight, far lefs 
have had any manner of Opportunity to injure Km. This, 
my Lovds, is an Aggravation of his Offence ; fuch a Be- 
haviour can proceed from nothing but a Wantonnefs of 
Malice, and therefore, I think, deferve? all' the Severity 
of your Lordihips Cenfure. 

The Lord Talbot. 

* My Lords, the Liberty of the Prefs is what, I hope, Lord TWfctf 
never to hear diftmgniuVd away. I believe every Lord 
here is fenfible. that it is in a great meafurc owing to the 
Liberty of the Prefi, that this Day we enjoy any Liberty 
at alL I do not fpeak in Defence of the Author or Printer 
of this Paper, for, if it is fuch a Libel as fome Lords have 
represented it, I think no honeffc Man will defend them. 
But, my Lords, the noble Lord who fpoke laft, has him- 
felf fuxniuYd me with what, I think, is a very ftrong Ar- 
gument, why we ought not to proceed againft them in this 
maimer. The noble Lord faid, That when the meaneft 
Subject was agpiev'd by the greateft Man in the Kingdom, 
the Courts oTjuftke are open for his Relief from them. 
My Lords, if it is fo, in Heaven's Name, let thofe aggrieved 
by this Libel have their recourfe to the inferior Courts of 
Juilice, and don't let fuch a Charge He againft us, that we 
were Judges, Juries, and Parties in the fame Affair.* 

The Qgeftion being put, it was carried in the Affirma- TheQaeftwa 
tive, on a Divifion of xx aeainil 72. carried in the 

hhruary 22. Being the Day appointed by the Lords for Motion for ex- 
taking the Convention into their Confideration, before their amimng the 
Lordflups entered upon that Bufinefs, the Duke of Newcaftle Strntb-Sta Dim-- 
laid before them, a Copy of the King of S/*,Vs Declaration *£££, 

relating 
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Ann.i*.Ge?.n. relating to the South^Sea Company, before-mentioned ; 
. 1732-39. which Declaration being read in the Hdufe, the Lord Ba- 
l m* ^ V — mj thurfi ftdod up and fpdke as follow* : 

I** Batburfi ' ^ ^rds, It is with the greateft Concern and Reluctancy 
*' imaginable, that I rife up tor fpeak to your Lordfliips oil 
this Occafion ; at the fame time I can't help congratula- 
ting the noble Lord who fits by me, on the feafonabl I 
tiint he threw out the Day when die Convention was laid 
before this Houfe. Thofe Hints, my Lords, have given 
us, have given the whole Kingdom, a very great Light: 
We riow fee upon what Terms Spain abated fo far of the 
Haughtinefs with which {he has always treated this Nation, 
as to conclude any Negotiation. Before I heard this Decla- 
ration read, I had confidered the Convention with all the 
Attention I am capable of bellowing $ and, my Lords, even 
tHcn I could hot find any one Stipulation in it, I could not 
fee one Article that is not, in my poor Judgment, both 
Difadvantageous and Difhonourable to this Nation. Bufj 
my Lords, when I confider this Convention as clogged with 
this Proteft from Spain ; when I confider it as attended 
with the- higheft Marks of Infolence and Indignity to this 
* Kingdom t>n the Part of that Power ; I know not, my; 

Lords, in what Light to lo6k upon it. I know not what 
Words I (hall make ufe bT, or what Sentiments to exprefs. 
Shall we call this Convention, my Lords, a Treaty I No, 
a Treaty is an A& in which the Stipulations are mutual. 
This Convention is an Aft wherein tVcry Thing is granted 
by the one Side, and nothing ftipulated on the other : But, 
my Lords, I will not anticipate the Debate ; it may be, I 
have faid too much already ; f erhaps, they who are more 
in the Secret of Affairs, when the Convention comes to be 
imder Confideration, may give me reafon to alter my Opi- 
nion : I (hall therefore confine what I have to fay to a few 
Arguments, in order to fupport a Motion whith I fhall beg 
the Liberty to make to your Lordfhips.* y 

* The Affairs of a Public Company, and the Affairs of a 
Whole Kingdom are, in my Opinion, to be confidered as 
very diftinft the one from the other. The Interefb of all 
the Subjects in the Kingdom ought, indeed, to be very 
dcair to the Crown, but mote efpechfly the Interefts and 
Rights of Trading Companies. Thefe Rights are derived 
from the Crown, and while the Crown fupports them, it 
fupports its own Rights ; when it gives them up, my Lords, 
it gives up its own Rights ; it gives up the Rights of thi 
Nation. But there is a great Difference betwixt the parti- 
cular Interefts, aril the general Rights of a Company. Thfc 

parti- 
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rxtrticubtr Interefts of a Company are in the Hands of pri- Ann. 12 Geo. It 
rate Men, appointed by that Company to take care of 1738-9- 
them ; they ought to have no Relation to the Public Nego- 
tiations .of this Nation, far lefs ought thefe laft to have any 
Depepdance upon them. This Proteft, my Lords, makes 
the Convention, which ought to have been a folemn Trea- 
ty, no farther valid than as a private Negotiation betwixt 
the King of Spain and the South-Sea Company (hall turn 
oat. Let his Catholic Majefty's Demand oe ever fo un- 
joit ; let his Claim, be ever fo exorbitant, it mull be (atif- 
£ed, otherwife this Public Negotiation mull, it feems, be 
invalid. But, my Lords, this infolence of Spain does not 
at all iurprize me ; for I mould be furpriz'd at nothing which 
that Court could do, unlefs I heard that they had done an 
Act of Equity and JufHce : What furprizes me moil, my 
Lords, is, that our Miniiler mould fo far forget his Cha- 
ncier as to accept of this Proteft or Declaration (call it 
what you will) and that he ihould, with reciprocal accord, 
agree, that the Declaration we have now heard, ihould be 
made the effential, preciie Means of overcoming the Diffi- 
culties that obftruded the Conciufion of the Convention. 

* Mr. Kane is, I know, Agent for the South-Sea Com- 
pany, as well as Plenipotentiary from our Court. No- 
thing in the World, my Lords, ought to have been more 
dilttnct than thefe Characters. As Agent for the South-Sea 
Company, he was to follicit their Concerns at the Court of 
Spain: He was to take Care of their Interefts ; he was to 
transmit to his Conftituents a proper State of every Thing 
that palled. As a Public Miniiler, my Lords, he was to 
take care that no Violation ihould be committed of any of 
the Treaties upon which the Rights of that Company are 
founded. The uniting of thefe two Characters in his Per- 
ion was of great Ufe to him ; he was fure not to beimpofed 
upon by Mrirepefentations j he was fure the Agent and the 
Minifler would not ran counter to one another ; and that the 
one would always be fupported by the other. But, mv Lords, 
it fhould appear by this Declaration, that the Miniiler has fo far 
forgot himfelf, as to eonfent to the making the Validity of this 
Declaration the Condition of the Validity of the Convention* 
Not only Jo, my Lords, but he has commented with the lame rr- 
dprocal Accord, to own his Catholic Majefty's Right to fufpend 
the Jffiento Contract. Thus, my Lords, he has agreed, that the 
Public rrania&ionsof this Nation (hall depend upon the Execu- 
tion of the Private Engagements of the South Sea Company. 

* My Lords, I mail fay no more on this Subject ; only I 
mnft obferve to your Lordihips, that either the Court of 
Spain must have been guilty of the greateft Infolence and In- 

1738-9. D juftice 
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Ann i* Geo U. )*&<* & tn * s Nation, and the Minifter of the higheft BfeaCk 
1738-9* °f Truft '» or tne Soutb-Sea Company muft have been guilty 

\_mi—y—' f of the greateft Injuftice to the Crown of Spain. However 
that (lands, my Lords, we are at prefent very much in the 
Dark, and we muft remain fo, till luch time as we are regu- 
larly informed by what Means this Debt was contracted, and 
how Affairs (land betwixt the South- Sea Company and his 
Catholick Majefty. This, my Lords, I iay, is the only 
Means of our coming to a Knowledge of this Affair j the 
proper Information that we are to have, muft be from the 
the South -Sea Company themfelves ; we are not to tnift to 
Minifters for our Information ; we are not to trull to thole 
employed by Minifters. We are to have our Information 
from the firft hand ; we (hall be then lefs liable to be im> 
pofed on, and more able to give a Judgment in this Matter. 
In fhort, my Lords, I think it needlcfs to trouble your Lord- 
fhips with many Arguments in fupport of the Motion which 
I am to make : I am perfuaded, the reafonablenefs of the 
Thing itfelf will fpeak for it ; therefore I humbly take the 
Liberty to move your Lordfhips, That a Day be appointed 
for examining the Directors of die South-Sea Company, 
touching the sum of 68,000 /. mentioned in the Declara- 
tion given to the Britijb Minifter, figned at the Pardo, Jan- 
uary the 10th, which Sum is, by his Catholic Majefty, 
claimed as a Debt due to him by the laid Company : And 
that the Directors of the Soutb-Sea Company be ordered to 
'attend this Houfe for that Purpofe, • 

Upon this the Lord Hervty rofe up, and faid as follows : 

toid Ktrvy. * My Lords, I (hall not differ much from the noble Lord 

who fpoke laity with regard to the Treatment which the 
Subjects of this Nation have received from the Spaniards ; 
"but I am furprized to find that his Lordfhip fuppofes their a- 
grecing to treat with us on the Footing ftipulated by the 
Convention, is an Aggravation of that Treatment. If, my 
Lords, the Provocations of this Nation has received from 
Spain were fo very great ; if the Haughtinefs with which fhe 
has all along behaved, was fo very exceffive as the noble 
Lord has been pleafed to reprefent it, we cannot fuppofe that 
her Miniftry, who certainly are fenfible they are no Match 
for us by themfelves, were without weil-grounded Hopes of 
being afiifted andfupported by a Power more formidable than 
their own. Jf our Miniftry therefore have taken fuch wife 
Precautions, as to (hew them that we are not to be intimida- 
ted, by any Confideration whatsoever, from obtaining Satif- 
faction for our Lodes, and ample Security againft future En- 
croach.- 
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craxhmente : If, in Confluence of this, they have been Ann. i% Qeo.n. 
brought to treat, I think, my Lords, it is one very great 1 738-9. 
Point gained It (hews at leaft, that they are cured of their 
Preemption, and that the Resolution of our Government 
Las had fuch an EfFelt as to bring them to treat. I don't 
fpeak, my Lords, with regard to the Merits of the Con- 
vention itfelf, this is not a proper Time to enter into the 
Particulars of that Treaty, your Lordfhips have appointed a 
Day to take it into Confideration ; I only fpeak with Regard 
to the Effect of our late Meafures. 

' As to the Behaviour of Mr. Keene, which the noble 
Lord has fo much inMed on, I think this is not a proper 
Time to canvafs it. If he has fo fhamefully betray 'd his 
Truft, if he has acled fo kconnftently with his Character, as 
the noble Lord hath accufed him of having done, the Nation 
and Parliament will undoubtedly bring him to Juflice ; and I 
am fare, my Lords, I mall be the firft to agree to any Cenfure 
which your Lordfhips (hall think fit to inflidt on him. But, 
my Lords, it is my Opinion, though I own a very unpopular 
one at prefent, that we ought always to prefume the heft of 
of thofe to whofe Hands his Majefty has thought lit to en~ 
truft the Concerns of the Nation, till we are well informed 
that they have deierved to be blamed. 

* I can agree with the noble Lord, that the Character of 
Agent from the South-Sea Company, and that of Plenipo- 
tentiary from the Crown of Great Britain, are very different 
from one another, and that they . ought by no Means to be 
confounded one with the other ; but, my Lords, till I am 
better informed, I do not think my felf at Liberty to think 
that that Minifter deferves all the hard Things n be faid of 
him, which the noble Lord has thrown out. It is very dif- 
ficult, my Lords, for this Houfe to judge of the Reafons 
which may have determined Mr. Ktene, as a public Minifter, 
to accept this Declaration 1 and it is ft ill harder to judge of his 
Motives as Agent for the Sautb-Sea Company. The King of 
Spaia, and that Company, my Lords, muft have a great 
many Dealings with one another ; it is no wonder if their 
Affairs are very often entangled together ; and therefore your 
Lordihips, give me leave to fay it, are not the proper Judges 
of the Reafons that may fometimes induce their Agents to 
ufe Precautions, or to make Conceffions, that would feem 
very odd if they pafs*d betwixt Man and Man, or one Body 
of Men and another. 'Tis in the Power of the Court of 
Spain to put that Company under very great Difadvantages ; 
and they nave done it, my Lords, as otten as any Rupture, 
or even the Appearance of a Rupture, has happened betwixt 
their Court and ours. And, after this, are we to be fur- 
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Am. Z2 Geo. II. pnzM, if thefc Gentlemen take all the Precautions in the 
*»73?>9* World to keep fair with the Court of Spain ? Efpecially if 
wc confider, that they have no Reafon to think we ought to 
plunge our felves rafhly into a War on every flight Mifmider* 
Handing betwixt it and them. My Lords, if we fhould, 
there would not be wanting other Powers of Europe, who 
would be glad to carry on that Trade on the Terms granted 
to the Company. I don't know, my Lords, but that an 
Offer of this kind may be one reafon that induces the Spanijb 
Court to treat that Company with fo much Severity. Be- 
fides, my Lords, we are not certain that the Demands of his 
Catholic Majefty are abfolutely unjuft. The Protcft juft 
now read affirms, that the 68,000 /. therein demanded is a 
Debt confeffed by the Company to be due to his Catholic 
Majefty. My Lords, if it is fo, it muft be paid, and there 
is no wonder if the Court of Spain infift upon its being paid 
in the ftrongeft Terms. 

' Having faid thus much, my Lords, in general, with re- 
gard to the Nature of the Company's Trade, I fjiall beg 
leave to fay a Word or two, in anfwer to what fell from the 
noble Lord who fpoke laft, with regard to the Part which 
Mr. Keene has adled in this Affair. The noble Lord himfelf 
very juftly obferved, that, as Agent for the South-Sea Com- 
pany, he was to follicit their Affairs at the Spamjh Court, to 
take Care of their lnterefts, and to tranfmit to his Principals 
whatever concern'd them, efpecially if it was in a Matter of 
Importance ; that, as a Public Minifter of this Crown, he 
was to oppofe anyViolation of the Rights on which the Trade 
of that Company, as Subjects of Great Britain, is founded. 
My Lords, this Diftin&ion being laid down, give me Leave 
to obferve, that there is another Diftinftion extremely wor- 
thy of your Lordfhips notice, that is, the Diftin&ion of the 
Characters of the Spanijb Minifters. The King of Spain , 
my Lords, is in this Cafe to be looked upon, not only as a 
Sovereign Prince, but as a confiderable Merchant. For 
your Lordfhips know, that by Treaty he is entitled to a large 
Share, I think one Fourth, of the Profits arifing from the 
Company's Trade. Now, my Lords, this being the Cafe, 
it ioiiows, that his Catholic Majefty's Minifters muft like- 
wife be confidered, not only as the Public Minifters of his 
Crown, but as Agents for his mercantile Intereft. On this 
account it is, my Lords, that, if thefe two Characters have 
been confounded together, they have been, fo only on the 
Part of the Spanijb Miniftry, who ridiculoufty infift on their 
h/lafter's having it in his Power, as a Sovereign, to fufpend 
f he Ajjimo Contract, in cafe a Debt is not paid which is due 
fo him as a Merchant. Mr. Keene > my Lords, has done no 

more 
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more than to accept this Declaration, which, as Agent for Ann. i* Geo, t£ 
the Company, he was obliged to do, it relating immediately 173S-9. 
to their Concerns. If he had figned it, my Lords, he might " 
have jaSSy been blamed ; but as he has not figned it, it can 
be looked upon as no Act of his, and confequently he is not 
riwerable for it. 

' As to the Motion which the noble Lord has made, I 
think it would be extremely improper in us to intermeddle fo 
far in the private Concerns betwixt the King of Spain and 
the $9Utb-S*a Company. If the latter is wrong'd, there is 
no doubt they will, as they have done before, apply to the 
Crown £br Relief; and if the Crown ihall find the Grounds 
of their Complaint jufr, they have all the Reafon in the 
World to think, that proper Care will be taken of their Inte- 
reft. My Lords, it would be of very dangerous Confe- 
quence, I think it would fet a very bad Precedent for us to 
oblige the Directors of a trading Company to produce their 
AccomptrBooks at the Bar of this Houfe. We might there- 
by occafion them to difcover Secrets, which may affect both 
tfiem and the Nation : For, my Lords, there is no doubt 
mat every trading Body of Men have Secrets, which may be 
of a very honeft Nature, and yet it may be not only impro- 
per, but unjuft to divulge them to the W orld. In fhort, my 
Lords, I think that we ought to confider this Declaration as 
a Thing entirely independent of the Convention ; but if, in 
the Courfe of our Debate upon the Convention, we (hall find 
that there is an abfolute Neceffity for our examining the Di- 
rectors of the Soutb-Sea Company, it will be then time 
enough to agree to this Motion. But, my Lords, I think it 
would be highly improper at this critical Juncture to oblige 
that Company to expofe their Books, or to bring them into 
any Neceffity of appearing as Parties agaiiut the King of 
Spain. Therefore I am agaiiut the Motion.' 

The Earl of IJta. 

* My Lords, I mould not have troubled vour Lordfhips at j^i of Jfr. 
this Time, especially after what has been obferved by the noble 
Lord who (poke laft, had I not ibme particular Reafons for 
dunking this Morion at prefent very improper. 

* The Debt which the King of Spain's Minuter claims 
by this Declaration is, my Lords, a Debt that has, in fome * 
Meafure^ been already allow'd of by the Soutb-Sea Com- 
pany ; for which Reafon, my Lords, it ought to be left to 
the Spanijh Minifter here, and the Directors of that Com- 
pany, to fettle it the beft Way they can. If your Lordfhips 
fhouUL interpofe in the Matter, the Spaniards might very 
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4j».U Geo.Il. juftly think that die Parliament of ExglanJ defied to make 
*7i*~9* itfelf a Party in an Affair that concerns private Property, 

V* ~\** <+l ^ |0 fupport that Company in an A& of Injuftice. I don't 
by this, my Lords, mean, as if we ought not to take care of 
the IntereiU of the Sublets of this Nation, if they are at- 
tacked by the Court of Spain ; I only mean, that we ought 
not to take Cognizance of an Affair, that properly cannot 
lie before us till we are apply'd to by the Company for Re* 
lief. 

' I am the more ftrengthened in this Opinion, by what 
I have been informed of, within a few Hours, that the South- 
Sta Company has appointed a Day for considering the Me- 
rits of that Debt, and alio for determining whether they 
will pay it or not ; and that their paying it depends on the 
Sfanijb Court's fulfilling; certain Conditions infilled on by 
tnem. Now, my Lords, if the Company (hall think fit to 
pay the Debt, or if the Court of Spain (hall think fit to 
grant them their Terms, I can by no means fee of what 
Confeqqence this Declaration can be to the Convention. 
J^ay, my Lords, I think in whatever light we view it, it 
can never affeft a Treaty, that has been concluded and rati- 
fied. I cannot indeed pretend to account for the Conduct 
of the Spanijh Minifter in tranfmitting a Paper of this kind 
to our Court ; but I am fure it lies entirely out of our Road 
to take any notice of a Paper, that is fign'd by one Minifter 
only, and that too upon an affair that affcdb only one Set 
of Men. We ought at leaft, my Lords, to wait the Iffuc 
of the Company's Deliberations on this Head : If they al- 
low the Debt to be juft, we {ave our felves a great deal of 
Trouble and Time too ; if they don't allow it to be juft, 
and if the Spanijh Court ihall infift on executing what is fpe- 
cified in this Declaration, the Affair will no doubt come be- 
fore us in a proper Manner, and we mall then have a juft 
Occafion for exprefling our zeal for the Rights of the Na- 
tion. But in the mean Time, my Lords, I think we ought 
to take no manner of notice of this Declaration, became it 
is the Aft of a fmgle Minifter, and confeqaently cannot at 
all affeft a Treaty which has been fully ratify 'd by both the 
contracting Powers/ 

The Duke of ^r#&, 

Duke of JMe. * My Lords, fince I have had the Honour to fit in this, 
Houfe, I don't think that I ever heard a Motion made, that 
was lefs liable to objections than the prcfent. After a long 
Traft of Negotiations, a very unufual Forbearance, we have 
got a Preliminary Treaty from the Court of Spain, but 
a clogg'd 
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donfd with aProvifo absolutely rramring a Condition to be Jb*» tatto.il 

famEed on our Fait. My Lords, I readily agree with the 8 Q > ** 

noble Lords, who have ipoke againft the Motion, that the f 

Affairs of Trade, which may occafion Differences betwixt 

the South-Sea Company and his Catholic Majefty, are not 

properly cognizable by os ; but when that Court afTumes to 

kfeff a Right to fafpcnd folemn Treaties fubfifting with our 

Court, if their Concerns in Trade are not adjafted to their 

own hieing, I think it is high time for ns to interpofe. The 

AjjUmo Contract my Lords, and the liberty Which the 

SeetthSea Company has of fending an Annual Ship to the 

Sfsni/b Indies, are two of the principal Advantages that this 

Nation reapM from a very long and expennVe war. And, 

my Lords, if the Spani/b Court, upon every little difference 

with mis Company, (hall affume to itfelf a Right to deprive 

us of thefe Advantages, which we enjoy by fo many folemn 

Treaties, I think, if any Amur ever was of Public, of 

National Concern, this is fo. 

• The -Declaration we have now heard read, carries with 
it all the Characters of a public Aft of that Crown. It 
is given in and hgn'd by his Catholic Majefty's firft Secre- 
tary of State, and foil Plenipotentiary for the Convention ; 
he tells you therein, that he gives it in confequence of re- 
peated Memorials and Declarations that have palled betwixt 
him and Mr. Keene, his Majefty's Plenipotentiary ; and that 
it is agreed upon with reciprocal Accord. My Lords, I can- 
not fee what can be ftronger than thefe Expreffions, to make 
it jull as Important and as Authentic as the Convention it- 
felf. But, fey the noble Lords, who oppofed the Motion, 
Mr. Kcene did not fign it, and by accepting it, and tranf- 
mitting it to this Court and to the Soutb-Sea Company, he 
did no more than as Agent for that Company he was ob- 
liged to do. My Lords, I am of a very different Opinion. 
As Agent for that Company, he had a Power of making 
what Conceffionshe had a Mind, at leafhfo far as hisCommn- 
fion reach'd, on the part of the Company ; and if the Com- 
pany itnpower'd him fo to do, he might engage for the Pay- 
ment of the Sum mentioned in the Declaration ; but he waa 
not to agree to the giving up National Engagements, and So- 
lemn Treaties. 

• If, my Lords, as die noble Lord, who ipoke laft, infill- 
ed, this 'Afrair were of a private Nature, and concern'd on- 
ly one Set of Men araongft us, I would be very far from 
taking op your LordQiips Time in fpeaking for the Motion ; 
hut, my Lords, it appears to me to be an Afrair that con- 
cerns the Honour of the Crown, and the Intereft not only 
of the SmtJb-St* Company, but of all the Kingdom : It in> 

a 
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Aao. ft Geo* I!, a more fp4cial Maimer concerns the Affair which we are t* 
17^-9* have under our Deliberation in a very few Days ; I mean the 
J Convention ; for yourLordihips fee that the Spanijh Minuter, 
by this Declaration, allows no ftrength, no Validity to that 
Treaty, any farther than the Terms of his Demand are com- 
ply'd with. But* my Lords, how is it poflible for. us to 
know how reafonable thefe Demands are, unlefs we hear 
what the Party concerned has to (ay ? Shall we give our Ap- 
probation to a Treaty, wherein one of the contracting 
rowers previoufly tells us, that the Validity of the Treaty 
does not depend either upon our approving or his Maje lly's 
ratifying it, but upon ah Event that, properly fpeaking, has 
no regard to the Treaty itfelf ? So that, my Lords, it Teems, 
the Spaniards are of Opinion, that we are either to force the 
Stuth-Sea Company to comply with the Terms of this De- 
claration, or we are to look upon all that has palled betwixt 
our Minifters and theirs, as a mere Farce. This, Sir, is 
plainly the Language of the Declaration, and I might chal- 
lenge any Man alive to make any other Meaning out of 
it. 

* The noble Lord, who fpoke laft* faid, that we ought 
to know the refult of the Soutb-Sea Company's Refolution 
before we agree to the prefent Motion. My Lords, I can- 
not at all fee the Expediency of that. I don't think that 
our Deliberations ought to depend upon the Refolutions of 
. any Company. I (hall fuppofe, my Lords, what may very 
poffibly happen ; we have already appointed a Day to take 
the Convention under our Confideration ; we find it to be a 
proper Meafure, and we return his Majefty an Addrefs of 
Thanks upon it. The Soutb-Sta company in the mean 
Time meet and coniider the Demand of the Spanijh Court ; 
they find that it is either unjuft in itfelf, or that the Condi- 
tions upon which they own'd the Debt to be juft, and pro- 
mised Payment of it, have not been fulfill'd on his Catho- 
lick Majefry's part j therefore they refufe to pay it. What 
follows upon this ? The Court of Spain tells us, that the 
Convention is invalid, fince the Condition upon which they 
agreed to it is unfiU'd. In this Event, my Lords, all we 
have been doing, all our Debates upon this Meafure, muft 
go for nothing. Therefore, my Lords, it would be certeinly 
the Wifeft, as well as the moil expeditious Courie, for us to 
examine the Diredors of the Company before-hand, and be 
informed by them of the nature of this Claim, and know 
if they will pay it or not. If they are fatisfy'd of its iuftice* 
and if they are willing to pay it, we can then regularly pro- 
ceed upon the Merits of the Convention ; but if they refufe 
. it, and are determin'd not to pay it, where is the neceflity 

of 
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of car patting ourfelvcs to a vaft deal of needlefs. Trouble, Anj1.T2Ceo.rf. 
hi coming to Refolutions that can be of no Effecl ? »73*j« 

' My Cords, I cannot fey I am unquestionably warranted 
in what I fhall advance ; bat, if my Information is right* 
there never was any Claim more unjuft than this of the 
Spanift* Court. I have heard, my Lords, they are fo far 
from being indebted to the Crown of Spain, that that Crown 
is indebted to them, for near fix times the Sam pretended, 
by this Declaration, to be owing to it. I have heard, my 
Lords, that this Debt on the Duty of the Negroes is one of 
the moft unjuft, arbitrary Claims that ever was ; that the 
Valuation of the Dollar at 52/. never was fettled till feveral 
Years after the Ajfiento Contract was made, and that his 
Catholic Majefty demands, that all the Deficiency, that 
happens by their making their former Payments in the Dol- 
lars of the Valuation they Hood at when the Affiento Con- 
trad was made, mould now be paid in to his Catholic Ma- 
jefty, in the fame manner as if the Value of the Dollar had 
been the fame then as it is now. My Lords, if this is 
truth, I think there never was anv Demand more exorbitant; 
I think this Declaration is a kind of a Defeazance upon the 
whole Tranfattion, in cafe fuch Terms are not comply 'd 
with, as in themfelves are highly Unreafonable, and which 
the Spaniards themfelves know never will be granted. 

' If this, my Lords is the Cafe, I think it is very ex- 
traordinary, that Mr. Kttne mould make any fuch conceflion. 
as is imply'd in this Declaration at the Court of Spain. If 
he d.d it in consequence of his Inftructions from the South- 
Sea Company, I think that Company has done one of the 
moft extraordinary Things that ever was heard of; and if 
he had no fuch Inftru&ions, I think he has acled in a very 
unheard-of Manner. But, my Lords, be that how it will, 
he is certainly to blame in admitting the Execution of a 
public Treaty to depend on that of a private Tranfa&ion. 
There is, my Lords, another very unaccountable Circum- 
fhnce in this Affair, I mean, that this Declaration is made 
in due Form, before the Convention is either fign'd or rati- 
fy *d. So that if the South- Sea Company mould refufe to 
pay the 68,000/. I dare venture to lay all that I am worth 
in the World, that (he Sfanijb Court will infill upon a Nul- 
lity of all that has been done, and proceed in the fame Man- 
ner as if nothing had been done. They will tell us, that 
this Declaration is of the fame Force with any Article of the 
Convention ; that they gave us fair Warning of it before 
the Convention was fign'd, and that, if we had not been 
pleafed with the Terms, we were under no Obligation t» 
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Ann. ia Geo. II. fign the Convention, fince it was not their fault if we were 
1 738-9- not fufliciently apprized of the Confequences. 

%*, ~*y~* mJ < g ut> m y L or< j S) t h ere j s a Rcafon I have not mention'd 
yet, that weighs very much with me in favour of this Mo- 
tion. I am i.ot certain Mr. Keene may be warranted by 
his Principals for agreeing to this Power, which his Catho- 
lic Majeity affumes to himfelf, of fufpending the Afliento of 
Negroes, and of difpatcbing the neceffary Older s for the Ex- 
ecution thereof But, my Lords, whether he had any in- 
flruclions upon that Head or not, I think it highly proper 
that your Lordfhips fhould come to fome Refolutions, with 
regard to the Right which the Crown of Stain has of fuf- 
pending a folemn Treaty, fuch as that of trie JJpento Con- 
tract is, whenever any difference happens betwixt it and that 
Company. On the one hand, there is no doubt that the 
King of *pain has a Right to demand the Execution of the 
Jflicnto ; on the ether hand, he has no Right to make any 
arbitrary Demands upon the Company, he has no Right to 
tell them that if they cannot comply with his Demands, be 
what they will, he will fufpend their Contract, and feize 
upon their Effects. 1 don't fay that we ought to be the 
Judges in this Affair, but I think we ought to advife and 
rapport his Majefty in defending the juft Rights and Pro- 
perties of his Subjects. And, my Lords, we never can know 
tow the Matter ftands betwixt his Catholic Majefty and the 
Company, without having a State of the Affair from the 
Company thcmfeh'es, and without knowing what their claim 
upon the Court of Spain amounts to, as well as that Court's 
upon the Company. When we have thefe Informations, we 
(hall be able to judge whether this Declaration is founded 
on juftice, or whether it is no better than a fhift to avoid 
performing their part of the Convention. But, whether this 
Debt is juftly due to the Stanifh Court or not, or whether 
the Court of Spain is indented to the Company or not, I 
think this Declaration was a very irregular, and a very ex- 
traordinary Step. I think it mewed the higheft Difregard to 
his Majeity, and was a very great Indignity to this Nation. 
I (hall fay nothing of the Weaknefs of our Minuter in ac- 
cepting it, or of ngning the Convention clogg'd in this man- 
ner. No doubt he had his Reafons for it, which have not 
yet appeared to the World, I wifh they may be to the Sa- 
tisfaction of the Public ; however, J hope your Lordfhips 
will agree to the Motion, as I heartily do.' 

^odftm p«6M The Queftion being put, the Houfe divided, and it was 
fa Uk NcgiUmc. carried in the Negative, 49 again!* 42. 
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February 23d. Petitions were prefented to both Houfes, Ann. nCeo.U. 
by the Weft India Merchants, by the City of London, &c J 738-9- 
againil the faid Convention with Spain. Tiie City of* Lw- ^ ~ w~ ' -* 
den's Petition to the Houfe of Lords being prefented by the £Jq"* ap ? inft 
Duke of Bedford, his Grace upon prefeuting it, fpoke to ration, 

the following Effect ; 

f My Lords, I have in my Hand a Petition from a very Duke of Bedford* 
great Body of Men, no lefs a Body, ray Lords, than the 
Citizens of London. The Importance of this Juncture call'd 
upon them to aflemble and deliberate upon the moil proper 
Means of preventing the Effects of the Convention, which 
they apprehend to be ruinous, not only to them, but th« 
whole Kingdom, from taking Place. Encouraged, my Lords, 
by their former experience of your Lordihips great indul- 
gence, they refolved to proceed in the mod dutil'ul manner, 
by petitioning your Lordihips to take the Reafons they are 
ready to offer againil the Convention into your mature De- 
liberation. 

' Your Petitioners, my Lords, apprehend that they are 
too deeply interefted in whatsoever effects the Tn.de of tills 
Nation, not to exprefs the utmoit Anxiety for the Welfare 
and Profperity of the City of I 0. don ', the only Source of our 
Riches. And it is with an unexprefiible Concern, that your 
Petitioners perceive that the Trade to his Majefty's American 
Colonies is ftill expofed to the Infults of the Spaniards, who^ 
under unwarrantable and injurious Pretences, continue to 
flop, fearch, and make Prizes of Britift? Veuels, navigating 
in the Seas of America, in manifeft violation of the Treaties 
fubfdting between the two Crowns. 

' Your Petitioners, my Lords humbly apprehend that the 
Trade from our Colonies in America , is novv almolt the only 
profitable^ Trade which this Nation enjoys, unnvai'd by 
others: And they were indue'd to hope, from his Majefty's 
known goodnefs, and paternal care of his People, fjpported 
by the vigorous Reflations of both Houfes of Parliment, 
and the Equipment of a very powerful Fleet, that his iVla- 
jefy's trading b'ubjecis, in the Seas of Amcrca t as wed as in 
ail other parts of the Ocean, would not only have received 
z full Satisfaction for their Lofies, occiionul by the Depre- t 

dations of Spat ;, but alio an undoubted Security for their 
Commerce for the time to come ; and that a reasonable and 
adequate Reparation would have been likewiie obtained, for % 
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Ann. 11 Geo. It the Barbarities and inhuman Cruelties, exerclfed by that 
173 8.9. a Nation on the Britijh Seamen, who have had the unhap- 
pinefs to fall into their mercilefs Hands. 

* Your Petitioners, my Lords, moft humbly beg leave to 
teftify their great Concern and Surprize, to find that, by the 
Convention lately concluded betwixt his Majefty and the 
King of Spain 9 the Spaniards are fo far from giving up their 
unjuil Pretentions of a Right to Vifit and Search our Ships 
on the American Seas, that this Pretention of theirs is, a- 
jnongft many others, referred to the future Regulation and 
Deciiion of Plenipotentiaries, appointed on each Side, where- 
by your Petitioners apprehend it is in fome Degree ad- 
mitted. 

* Your Petitioners humbly conceive, that they have too 
much Caufe to fear, if the Right pretended to by Spain, of 
fearching Englijh Ships at Sea, be admitted in any Degree 
whatfoever, that the Trade of his Majefty's Subjedb to Ante- 
tic a will become, in a great meafure, dependant upon the 
Juftice and Indulgence of the Spaniards, of both which they 
have given, for fome Years paft, fuch Specimens, as they 
humbly think this Nation can have no Reafon to be fatisfied 
with. 

* Your Lordfhips Petitioners beg leave farther to exprefs 
their Apprehenfions, that fuch a precarious Situation muft in- 
evitably expofe the Trade to the American Seas to continual 
Interruptions, and perpetual Alarms, as well as to fevere 
Lofles ; and- that to thefe unhappy Caufes, they humbly ap- 
prehend, the prefent low State of the Britijh Colonies is ow*- 
ing ; and if the cruel Treatment of the Englijh Sailors, 
whofe hard Fate had thrown them into the Hands of the Spa- 
niards, fhould be put up without any Reparation, your Lord- 
fhips Petitioners humbly apprehend, it may be the Means of 
deterring Seamen from undertaking Voyages to America, 
without an Advance of Wages, which neither that Trade, 
nor any other, is able to fupport. Your Lordfhips Petitioners 
therefore, having laid before you the high Importance which 
this Trade is of to the Nation in general, and to this City in 
particular, thought it their indiipenfable Duty to represent 
to the Parliament the fatal Confluences of leaving the Free- 
dom of their Navigation and Commerce any longer in Suf- 
pence and Uncertainty, and. therefore they humbly hope 
your Lordfhips will take it into mature Deliberation, and do 
therein as to your great Wifdom fhall feem meet.' 



The 
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Am. fa On. lit 

TIk Loid Carteret. m «73** 

' My Lords, As I was coming into the Houfe, a Petition j. 
was put into my Hands, from divers Merchants, and others 
trading to, and interefted in, the Britijb Plantations in A- 
mtrica, in behalf of themfelves and many others Your Pe- 
titioners, my Lords, feem to be the more encouraged to pre* 
feat fuch a Petition, from the Consideration of the Reiolu- 
tions your Lordfhips came to laft Year upon this Subject. I 
remember, my Lords, that I had the Honour to fuggeft 
ibme things to your Lordfhips, that put that Matter in a 
Light different from what it had ever before been coniidered 
in ; and there is no wonder, if all the Nation, especially 
thofe hi it who are more immediately interefted in the Com- 
merce of America are furprized at the Variation they ob- 
fenre betwixt your Lordfhips Refolutions, and the Terms of 
the Convention, as now publifh'd by Authority. 1 

His Lordfhip then proceeded to open the Petition, which 
let forth, That the Petitioners had laft Seflion made their 
hamble Application to Parliament, fetting forth the conti- 
aned Depredations committed by the Spaniards on the high 
Seas of America, upon the Britijb Shipping and Property * 
their barbarous and inhuman Treatment of die Britijb Sailors 
on the taking of their Ships, and their carrying them after- 
wards into Slavery in Old Spain, (the Spaniards making it 
their conilant Practice to attack and board all Britijb Mer- 
chant Ships they met with in the American Seas, under Pre- 
tence of Searching for Goods, which they deemed contra- 
band, according to their arbitrary Will and Pleafure, con- 
trary to the Law of Nations, and in manifeft Violation of 
the Treaties fubfifting between the two Crowns) and that by 
thefe unjuft and violent Proceedings of the Spaniards, the 
Trade and Navigation to and from America, was rendered 
very unfafe and precarious, inibmuch that the f nfurances had 
greatly riien on thefe Accounts only; and that the Peti- 
tioners having been heard by their Couniel, did, as thev ap- 
prehend, fully make out in Proofs, every one of the Allega- 
tions of their faid Petition, to the entire and unanimous Sa- 
tisfaction of Parliament ; upon which Application, the fol- 
lowing Refolutions were agreed upon, viz. (Here the Peti- 
tioners recited the Refolutions of the preceding Seflion, for 
declaring the Rights of this Nation, and for addreffing his 
Majefty to uie ms Endeavours for the Prefervation of thofe 
Rights i and then they went on as follows, viz.) 

k Tha* 
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Ana. 12 Geo. If. That a Convention had fince been entered into between 
m '73 8 ^9« f the Crowns of Great-Britain and Spain , which his Majefty 
L ^ ^ has been moll gracioufly pleafed to order to be laid before 
Parliament ; and the fame having been publifhed by Autho- 
rity, the Petitioners obferve, with the utmoft Concern, that 
the Spaniards are (o far from giving up their groundlcfs and 
unjuftifiable Practices, of vifiting and fearching Britijb Ships, 
failing to and from the Britijb Plantations, that they appear 
to have claimed the Power of doing it as a Right, by hav- 
ing infilled that the Differences which have arifen concerning 
it, Ihould be referred to Plenipotentiaries, to be difcufled by 
them, without even agreeing to abflain from fuch Viiitation 
and Search, daring the Time that the Difcullion of this Af- 
fair may laft : That the Petitioners are under the greateft 
Apprehenfions, fince Sfain has contended, that a Point fo 
inconteftably clear, botn by the Law of Nations, ana all the 
Treaties rabfifting between the two Crowns, Ihould come 
under Debate, that the Spanijb Plenipotentiaries will be in- 
ftrudied not to give it up ; and that, if the Freedom of our 
Navigation and Commerce, to and from our own Colonies* 
Ihould be left in Sufpence, and in a precarious Situation, it 
mull be attended with the mod fatal and pernicious Confe- 
quences to the Petitioners, whole Perfons and Fortunes will 
thereby be in the Power of the Spanijb Guarda Cofia*s % 
without any Profpedt of Relief, the Petitioners having al - 
ready too ieverely experienced the Juitice of the Spa»ijfc 
Courts and Governors, to confider them as any Security ; 
and therefore praying, that the Petitioners may have an Op- 
portunity of being heard, and that they may be allo.ved to 
reprefent to Parliameit, the great Importance of our Trade 
to and from our own Plantations in America^ the clear and 
indifputable Right which we have to enjoy it, without being 
ftopp'd, vifited, or fearch'd by the Spaniards, on any Pre- 
tence whatfoever, and the certain and inevitable Deifa-u&ion 
of all the Riches and Strength derived to this Kingdom from 
that Trade, if a Search of Britijb Ships, failing to and from 
the Britijb Plantations, be tolerated upon any Pretext, or 
under any Reftri&ions or Limitations, or even if the Free- 
dom of this Navigation Ihould continue much longer in this 
State of Uncertainty. And his Lordlhip concluded with a 
Motion, ' That the Petitioners Ihould be heard by them- 
felves or Counfel, if they thought fit.' 

The Earl of IJla. 

Xtrl of Wr ' My ^ j0r ^ s » * axn rtT Y ready to acknowledge the Impor- 

tance which the Body of Merchants trading to America is of 

to 
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to this Houfc ; and no Lord ftiall be more ready than myfelf Ami.ii Geo.lI* 

to concur in every thing that can contribute to their Relief. '73^-» , 
Bat, my Lords, I own to your Lordlhips, that I wi^h they *— "H*' -4 
had applied for it in a more decent and dutiful Manner. I 
am very fenfible, my Lords, that it is the Privilege of every 
Man, and every Body of Men, in this Nation, to petition 
the Parliament: But then, my Lords, thefe Petitions ought 
to he brought up in fuch a Manner, as may ftiew that the 
Petitioners have nothing elfe in view, than to obtain Juftice, 
bjthe moft lawful and the moil dutiful Means Petitioners, 
my Lords, are not to come up tumuhucufly to Parliament, 
as if they were reiblved rather to force J ait ice. than petition 
for it. Befides, my Lords, Petitions of this kind ought to 
be founded on an Apprehenfion which the Petitioners have, 
that the Houfe may not be thoroughly informed of their 
Rights, and therefore they humbly beg leave to explain them 
more fully. The Petitions, my Lords, we have now heard, 
appear calculated to ferve private and mean Purpofes, and to 
inform us of things that have been already ful'y debited, and 
are thoroughly underftood. There are no real Facts in thefe 
Petitions, but what muft occur to every Lord, when the 
Convention (hall be debated ; and if the Petitioners appre- 
hend that we are to approve of this Convention, if it Hull 
not be found for the Intereft and Honour of the Kingdom, 
I think, my Lords, they pay but a very forry Compliment 
to your Lordlhips Juftice. I fhould be glad, my Lords, to 
know how they came to fuppofe fuch a thing: It can proceed 
from no good Principle ; and I am of opinion, that it be- 
trays rather a Spirit of Faction, than of Submiflion to the 
Determination of their Superiors. However, my Lords, I 
am far from thinking that it may not be proper to hear what 
the Petitioners have to fay on the Subject of the Petition ; 
the Coniideration of this Convention will, no doubt, occauon 
a good deal of Enquiry into the Commerce of America, and 
Manner of Navigation ; therefore, my Lords, I am very 
willing to give my Voice for their being heard by themfelve* 
at the Bar of your Houfe. 1 

The Lord Dt/awar. 

' My Lords, Precedents have always been thought the Lord Dtlawtri 
proper Guides to this Houfe, In all Matters of Form ; and X 
hive in my Hand a Precedent, which, in my humble Opi- 
moo, comes fully up to the Affair now before us : It is, my 
Lords, the Cafe of the Briti/h Merchants, when the Treaty 
of Commerce betwixt France and England was concluded, 
at the latter part of the Reign of Queen Amu. The Inte-. 

reft 
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12 Geo. n. reft of Gnat- Britain, my Lords, was as much concerned* im 
'73*;?' % that Queftion, as in any that has happcn'd fince : We were 
*— ~"Y~ ' - f then upon the Point of concluding a Treaty of Commerce,, 
which mud have been deftruttive of the Trade of this Na- 
tion, and raisM the mod formidable Rival of our Power 
upon the Ruin of our Merchants : But, my Lords, happily 
for us, the Genius of the Nation prevaiTd over all the Arts 
of a corrupt Miniftry, who had already facrificed but too 
much of our national Honour, by concluding a weak and dis- 
advantageous Peace. The Merchants, my Lords, were 
fceard at the Bar of this Houfe againft the Treaty ; they 
fliew'd how deftruttive it wou.d prove to the Trade of this. 
Nation, if ever it mould take place ; and this Houfe, my 
• ^ Lords, had fo much Regard to what they advanced, that the. 

Treaty, at feaft thofe Articles in it that were prejudicial to 
our Interefts, was thrown out. But, my Lords, I don't find. 
by your Lordlhips Journals, that the Merchants were then 
allowM any Counfel ; nor do I remember, tor it happened 
in my Time, my Lords, that they afk'd any : They were 
too lenfible of your Lordfhips Indulgence, and Tendernefs 
for their Interefts, to doubt of their being very fafc in your 
Hands, without having them reprefented by Lawyers. All, 
my Lords, that, in the prefent Cafe, we have to do, is, I 
kumbly conceive, to examine into Fads ; and we can eafily 
judge from them, how far this Convention is for the Advan- 
tage of this Kingdom. I don't fee the leafl Occafion, my 
Lords, for Law ; it may perplex and puzzle, but it can ne- 
ver direct nor inform us in this Cafe. Therefore, my Lords, 
cfpecially, as, I conceive, that there is no Precedent of our 
any in the like Circumftances to be heard by their Counfel, 
I think it will be fufficient if they are heard by themfelves,. 
at the Bar of the Houfe, as to the Fads upon which the Al- 
legations in their Petition are founded.' 

The Lord Carteret. 

-^ I* * My Lords, the Cafe of the Petitioners is of a very ex- 

***^ * traordinary Nature ; fo extraordinary, my Lords, that I 

don't believe, if we confider it in all the Lights it will admit 
of, that ever the like wa* brought before your Lord(hips, 
« and, confequcntly, there can be no Precedent by which we 

can determine the prefent Queftion. I, my Lords, was, it is. 
true, not very old, when the Precedent brought by the noble 
Lord hnppen'd : But, my Lords, I was not (b young but 
that I could make fome Obfervations, that have been of ufet 
to me fince j and my Lords, give me leave to fay, that no- 
thing could differ more from die Cafe of the Merchants at 

that 
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that Time, than the Cafe of your Petitioners now. The Aim. nQeo.lfc 
Merchants y/ere heard againfl the Treaty of Commerce, my 1 73 8 -^«. 
Lords, not in Confequence of a Petition to your Lordfhips. l ^~*~~~ 
Key Lords, you thought fit, when that Treaty was communi- 
cated to you, to fend for the Merchants ; you examined them; 
you encouraged them, my Lords, to declare their Grievances j 
your Lordfhips yourfelves were Counfel for them $ for, ray 
Lords, you found tl>eir Objections io flrong againft the Trea- 
ty, that it was thrown out. How does thi* tally. with the 
Cafe now before us ? Your Petitioners have been great Suf, 
ierers by the Spaniards* and they fee a Peace ready to be 
concluded, in which, they apprehend, not only their future 
Interefts may be negieded, but their paft Wrongs are no( 
fuflSciently repaired. My Lords, this makes them Parties ; 
and it has ever been a Rule with the Parliament cf Gnat- 
Britain, to hear all -Parties by Counfel, when any thing de- 
pends before either Houfe, which they conceive may affecl 
their Properties. It is true, my Lords, that the Legiflature 
are the .beft Judges of the Manner in which the general 
Rights of this Nation are to be fecured ; but, I believe we 
ihall not be very fond of approving any Meafure that may 
encroach upon private Property. The Merchants who were 
concern'd againll the Treaty of Commerce with France, my 
Lords, had no private Property at liake ; all that was then 
to be coniider'd was, how far the Trade of the Nation 
woa?d be affected by that Treaty ; therefore there was no 
Occafion for Counfel, a bare Representation of Fads was 
fuScient for that J?urpofe : But, my Lords, that is not fuffi- 
cient now ; there are many Claims of our Merchants to be 
(lifcuued ; we are to hear from them, or their Counfel, the 
Grounds of their Claims ; and we are to confider upon what 
Foundation our CommhTaries proceeded, when they took 
upon them to make fuch large Deductions from thofc Claims. 
My Lords, wc don't know what particular Intricacies there 
may b? in fuch an Enquiry ; and therefore I cannot but 
think, that it would be, doing a Piece of Hardfhip to the 
Petidoners, if we refufed to* hear them iri any manner that 
thty think can beft ferve their Purpofes. , 

But, my Lords, befides the Reafons I have alieady ad- 
vanced, to fhew that the Cafe before us, and the Precedent 
brought by the noble Lord, are no way parallel, I have ano- 
ther Reafon for allowing the Petitioners to be heard by Coun- 
fel, I don't doubt, my Lords, of our having as fcnfible and at 
honef* Men among the Petitioners, as there are in any Coun- 
try : but, my Lords, give me leave to fay, that few Ages 
and few Countries produce fuch a Man, as he who was die 
ilouth of our Merchants upon that Occaiion: My Lords, 
1758-9. F where; 
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Ann.iftOeo.il* where he fpoke, there was no Occafion for Counfel; he 
'73S-9' talk'd, my Lords, like a Statesman* a Lawyer, and a Mer- 

C**'-v~" m l cjjan^ at once : I do not know, my Lords, if ever we had 
a greater Man, in his Way : Therefore, my Lords, unlets 
we could be Aire of there being fuch another Man among 
your Petitioners, at prefent, I think we ought, by all means, 
to hear them by Counfel, if they mould think fit. Perhaps, 
my Lords, there may be no Occafion for it ; perhaps, the 
Information we may receive from themfelves, will be fuffi- 
cient to determine us : But, my Lords, I think their Cafe 
ii fo hard, and fo very lingular, that we ought rather to fug- 
ged Advantages to them, than deprive them of any Advan- 
tages for which they may petition to us.' 

The Lord Delanvar* 

Lord DtLnvar. 4 My Lords, it is next to rmpoflible, that any two Cafes 
. mould he fo exactly parallel, as that the one mould ferve as 
a Precedent to the other in every refpett : The prefent Cafe, 
my Lords, is as much parallel to the Precedent I have 
brought, as, I believe, any Cafe ever was to another : If this 
Petition never had been prefented, I dare fay, my Lords, 
we mould have thought fit to have heard what our Merchants 
had to fay upon this Subjedl : I think, my Lords, it is ex- 
tremely reafonable that we fhould receive from them all the 
Information that is poffible ; but, at the fame time, my 
Lords, I am for our proceeding in the fame manner, as if 
this petition never had been brought up. The noble Lord 
who fpoke laft, muft allow, that if this Petition never had 
been prefented, the Petitioners would have had no Right to 
claim to be heard by Counfel : And, my Lords, I dare fay 
the noble Lord will admit, that their Intereft would have 
been as fafe then as now. Can any Man fay, that, when the 
Treaty of Commerce with France was examined, the Mer- 
chants of Great-Britain were under any Difadvantages, in 
not being heard by Counfel ? My Lords, I dare fay, he will 
not. .'*nd, my Lords, give me leave to fay, that the Treaty 
of Commerce was a Subjeft that afforded as great room for 
Lawyers to fpeak upon, as any thing that can poflibly occur 
in our Proceedings upon this Convention.' 

The Earl of Abingdon. 

Ear! t£Jbinz- ^ Ion ^» * . own t0 )' our Lordfhips, that I don't look 

^ *" upon this Queftion in the fame Light with the noble Lord 

who fpoke laft: I think, my Lord*, a great many things 

will come to be confidered by us, when the Convention fhail 

be 
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be debated, that we cannot learn from our Merchants : One Ana. n Geo. IX* 
0/ the mod material Points of Difference betwixt Spain and s 73*-9* 
us, my Lords, is the Right which, it is plain, they claim, to ^'""Y"" 1 ^ 
a Sovereignty in the Seas of America : This becomes a Quef- 
tk>n in the Civil Law ; and, my Lords, give me leave to 
iky, it is fuch a Queftion, as, I believe, few Lawyers we now 
hive can put in a proper Light for our Information : I am 
forry to fay it, my Lords, but I do think, that the Study of 
the Civil Law is too much neglected in this Country j and 
I am afraid, that when we enter upon that Difcufton, we 
fhaJl be very much obliged to the noble * Lord who fits over 
againft me, and has already fpoke in this Debate : His Lord-, 
lhlp, and the other Lords of his Country, I believe, my 
Lords, know more of the Civil Law, than moft Lords of 
this Country have, from their Education, had Opportunities 
of knowing. It is, my Lords, a part of the 'Education of 
the Noblemen and Gentlemen of that Country ; and if the 
noble Lords of that Country fhould happen to be all of one 
Mind, with regard to this Point, I don't fee how we can „ 
come at any fumcient Knowledge of what may be faid on the 
other Side of the Queftion : Therefore, my Lords, I am en- 
tirely for agreeing to the Motion, and granting the r\tition-» 
ers all the Indulgence that they can alk in Realon, or we can 
grant in Juftice.' 

The Lord Chancellor. 

* My Lords, it is with the utmofi Pleafure that I fee Dif- i^c^cdjo, 
petitions fo favourable fo» the trading Intereft of this Nation * 

prevail among your Lordlhips. My Lords, I think the only 
Contention in the prefent Cafe among your Lordfhips is, 
who {hall favour the Merchants moft. The Reafon why the 
two noble Lords are of Opinion they ought to be heard only 
by themfelves, feems to be, becaufe a plain Matter of Fact, 
honeftly told by a Merchant, will make a more deep Im- 
prei&on in the Mind, and contribute more to your Lordfhips 
Infnnation, than it could do with all the Pomp and Embel- 
liihments of artificial Oratory. The other Lords are of O- 
pirion, and, indeed, I own myfelf to be of the feme Opi- 
nion, that the Petitioners ought to be denied no Favour they 
can reafonably afk ; and that fome Points of Law may arile 
proper for Lawyers to reprefent. My Lords, it is true, that 
at prefent I don't forefee any particular Intricacy of that kind, 
but it is as true, that fuch an Intricacy may arife, and there- 
fore I can fee no Inconveniency attending our indulging the 
Petitioners in their Requeft ; at the fame time, I think it is 
but of very little Confequcnce, either one way or another ; 

1738-g. F 2 tho 
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Ann, t2 Geo. II. the Interefts of the Petitioner* are in either Event fafe, when 
i '738-9* your Lbridlhips are Judges ; and, I dare fay, if your Lord* 
1 -— '— ^- J fhip S WC re of Opinion, that our complying with this Motion 
could any way contribute to your farther Information, the 
Houfe would unanimoufly agree to it. In the mean time, 
xny Lords, I am for indulging the Petitioners, if the noble 
Lords who made, and' fupported the Motion, {hall think fit 
to infill upon it.* • •'.♦.. , 

The Earl of Chcficrfeld. 

•1 of Cbefltr- ' M v I- or d s » nobody will, I believe, fufpe& my Zeal for 
" the Reiief of our fufrering Merchants. Their Wongs call 
aloud for Reparation ; and the Nation requires that the 
flrongeft Security fljould be given for the Prelcrvation of her 
Rights in Time to come. 1 wiih both thefe, my Lords, 
may have been fuffieiently taken Care of in the Convention ; 
but I won't anticipate your Lordftiips Debate on that Sub- 
ject : J cannot help faying, however, that to me it is a moil 
unfavourable Symptom of its being for the Good of the Na- 
tion, when I fee fo ftror.g an Oppofition made to' it without 
Jboors, by thofe who are the moft immediately concerned in 
its EffecTs. "■ ' 

* 1 he Queflion with your Lordftiips is, Whether Counter 
ought to be allowed to the Petitioners, or not. My Lords, 
I think this Queftion ought to have admitted of no Debate. 
If the Petitioners defired to be heard by Counfel, I think it 
was reafonable they fhould. I think, my Lord*, no Prece- 
dent lhouM be brought to debar them 'of any Indulgence 
they can, confidently with Juftfce, afk. My Lords, if there 
ure no Precedents in our Journal for hearing them by Coun- 
fel, we ought to make a Precedent in this very Cafe, if the 
Petitioners (hall think fit to infill on its being for their Ad- 
vantage, or neceffory for our better underltanding the Allega- 
tions of 'their Petition, ' % 

1 But. niy Lords, I own myfelf to be fo far of the noble 
Lord's Opinion who {poke laft, that if is a very indifferent 
Matter to the Petitioners whether they are heard by Lounfel 
or not.' ' J can fee no Advantage that Connfel can be to thern 
in their preieiit Situation. Lawyers, my Lords, can be of 
r}o Service in giving us either clearer or truer Information ; 
and, rriy Lords, if we ^icerely want to know the Truth, 
ind nothing but the Truth, we are to hear it from the Mouths 
pf the Merchants themfelves ; becaufe, my Lords, it is their 
Jntereit to fpeak Truth, and Interelt never lies. ' Let us, 
yiercfore, my lords, hear them by thcmfelves ; and I dare' 
fcv, your Lord/hips will find that their Grievances have been' 
V '* r ' '• of 
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of fad a Nature, as to require no Embellilhments of Lan- Ann. i*GolU» 
guage to recommend them to your Lordihips Confideration. 1738-9. 
1 d+re fey farther, that your Lordlhips, at the fame time ! ■ » -\-« —J 
*iJ find the Neceffity of our future Security fo plainly point- 
ed oat, as to fkand in need of no Terms of Law to prove 
it. Thus, my Lords, we fhall hear the Language of the 
Hesrt, a Language we may iafely truft to ; a Language, ' 
my Lords, which I am* afraid has been little talk'd, has had 
but little Influence in the Conferences that preceded this 
Convention. As kjr Ctiuniel, my Lords, if it be found ne- 
ceffaiy, the Petitioners are ftill at Liberty to apply for it : 
But 1 fry, my Lords, let us in the mean time hear the Mer- 
chants themielves, and^ifjuftice (hall be denied them where 
J'jiikejs expected, all the Kingdom, my Lords, all Great 
£,::ein will be their Counfel.' 

The Queflion being then pot, That the Petitioners be Vote la Fjwmt 
had by thernfelves at the Bar 6f the Houfe; when the ***** Petition* 
Convention (hall be read a fecond time, it was unanxmoufly aMm 
•greed to. 

The Houfe of Lords having heard the Merchants upon Coamtfra t»- 
their Petition arainft the Convention, and having examined km «» Oaal^ 
feveral Witrc(Tc% they appointed the firft Day of March for ****&**• 
ta!:iog farther into their Confideration the Convention be- 
tween Gi cat Britain and Spain, and the Houfe to be fum> 
ffioned. 

Accordingly, as foon as the f)rder of the Day was read, 
the Earl of Ghalmonieley flood up, and Fpoke as follows,' 

* Vy Lord?, We are row met in order to approve ord ftp- Ear! of Cholmom- 
r -ore of a X \ eafure that has made a very great noile in the World, wwdWy, 
lvA is of the utmoft Confequence to tile Honour and Intereil 
cfthis Nat,"on. As your Lordmips have, with great Patience 
ard Candour, heard the Petitioners ngainit the Convention, 
ynur L ordfhips cannot mifs now of being thoroughly in- 
knncd of every roffible Objection to it. For my own Part^ 
mv Lcrd«, I have given all the Attention that I was capable 
f ^ g:vmg In this Afrair : I have endeavoured, as much as pof- 
f-bly 1 coild, to be quite unbiafs'd ; and, I flatter my fei£ 
re Judgment T have form'd of this Measure, is the Refult 
c? *n impartial Incujry into its Merics. I don't know whe- 
ner I (hdl be fo fortunate as to have your Lordihipsof the 
f me Opinion with me ; but I hope your Lordfhips will in- 
c 1 ge me a little, while I give my Reafons for a Motion that 
I Cil take the Liberty to make. 

« Whqtr 
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£ao, it Geo. II. ' Whoever, my Lords, confiders the mutual Inteiefb of 
Great Britain and Spain, will eafily allow that thefe Intereits 
are bell confulted by cultivating a ftritt Peace and Harmony 
with one another. Great Britain* whofc Welfare depends 
upon a Trade, in which fhe has now many Rivals, reaps 
great Advantages from a free and uninterrupted Commerce 
with Spain. And, on the other hand, the Neceffity that 
Spain is under to cultivate a good Undetflanding with Great 
Britain is fo evident, that it is become even proverbial a- 
mongft them. The Advantages of a good Underftandine 
being thus mutual, it is to be prefumed that the Miniflers of 
both Crowns will be equally defirous, equally fincere in re- 
moving all Impediments to fo defirable an End. At the fame 
time, my Lords, the great Intercourfe betwixt the Subje&s 
pf the two Nations, the Neighbourhood of their Poffellions, 
and, give me leave to add, the different Genius of the two 
People, render thefe Impediments pretty frequent j and they 
are of fuch a Nature, as not to be furmounted but by each 
Party wifely yielding a little to the Other. As their PofTeffi- 
6ns in America is the Source of their Wealth, and as the 
Trade which <we carry on with our Setdements there, is the 
moil valuable Branch of our Commerce, the Prefervation of 
that Trade, and thefe PofTefTions, free and entire, is what 
each Nation is prefumed principally to have in View. But 
as thefe Pofleffions and Settlements lie at fuch a vail Diftance 
from each Nation, there is no wonder if it is often very dif- 
ficult for the Government in Europe to form a right Judg- 
ment of the Facts that create Differences betwixt the two 
Crowns ; the Officers of both reprefenting Matters to their 
own Court in fuch Colours as may belt excufe their own Con- 
dud, or promote their Interefl. So that, though each Crown 
had the Deft Difpofitions in the World to do Juflice to the 
Subje&s of the other, it is many times next to impofTible foe 
either to form a true Judgment of Matters fofoon as the Im- 
patience of #ie Parties requires. 

\l am apt to believe, my Lords, that the Differences, 
which have fo long fubfifled between the Courts of Great. 
Britain and Spain t are rather owing to thefe Caufes, than to 
any Claim of Sovereignty on the American Seas, or to any 
cxcluiive Right of Navigation the Spaniards pretend to on 
thefe Seas, The firft, my Lords, has never yet been owned 
by the Court of Spain ', and, indeed, it is too ridiculous a 
Ciaim for any Peop'c, notabfolutely void of common Senfe, 
to infill on. The other Claim, I think, is given up by the 
Convention. The Preamble, my Lords, of that Treaty- 
fays, That whereas Differences have ari/en bttvueen the 
Courts of Great Britain and Spain, m Account of vijtfing 9 
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/torching and taking of Veffels y the feixing of E feels, f fe Ann. i* Geo. ft # 
Regulation cf Limits, and other Grievances alledged en each . T 73* "9* 
Side, (for, my Lords, the Spaniards have their Grievances *— u " 
as well as we ; ) therefore his Britannic Majefty 9 and his Co- 
thUc Maje/ty, hawing nothing Jo much at Heart as to pre- 
first and corroborate the good Correfpondence which has fi 
fa%fubfifred, have granted full Towers to their Plenipoten- 
tiaries to conclude this Convention. This Preamble, my 
Lords, fliews a fincere Intention, in each of the Contracting 
Powers, to yield to the juft Demands of the other. We, on 
our Side, have complained of the Searching, Vifiting and 
Taking our Ships, and the Seizing our Effects. The Spa- 
tiards, on their Side, complain, that we have encroached up- 
on their Limits. Both Crowns are fenfible, that, unlefs the 
Caufes of thefe Complaints are removed, a Rupture mufi 
Mow. 

* Bat, my Lords, as we have already fettered a great deal, 
as our Trade has been put under great Encumbrances, and 
the Lofles of our Merchants have been confiderable, it was 
bat reafonable that our Claims mould have a Retrofpeft. 
Accordingly we find, that the firft Article of the Convention 
not only provides for the removing of all Complaints for the 
foture, but contains a general Acknowledgment of our Right 
to Satisfaction for what is paft. 

' In that Article, my Lords, we find, * That the adjuft- 
1 tng and regulating the Pretenfions for reciprocal Reparation 
' of the Damages already fuitained, and, above all, to find out 
' Means to prevent the like Caufes of Complaint for the 
'future, and to remove abfolutely, and for ever, every 
' Tiring which might give Occafion thereto, is acknowledged" 
' to be the only Means of eftablifhing, on a lailing Pounda- 
4 tion, the ancient Friendfhip fo deferable and necefTary for 
' the reciprocal Intercft of both Nations, particularly with 
* regard to Commerce ' This, I am perfuaded, your Lord- 
fhips wiD agree to be the Point, which our Miniiliy ought to 
have haii principally in View ; and give me leave to fay, 
my Lords, they were directed in this by your Lordfhips Re- 
fcictions, which included Satisfaction for paft, and Security 
agaraft future Injuries. Thus, my Lords, your Lordfhips 
aid the Minifby have proceeded on the fame Foundation, 
you have laboured to effect the fame End. 

• What remains now to be confider 1 d is, whether the 
Mcafores which the Miniftry have taken, whether the Stipu* 
Prions in this Convention are the prpper Means of obtaining 
thefe great Purpofes. W hocver confiders, my Lord*, the 
Variety of Difputes and Pretenfions that have fubiiited of 
iate between our Court and that of Spabs, mull readily al- 
low 
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i*Oo. Jl low, that is impoflible to adjuft them all at once.- For this 
173S-9. reafon the Admin iflration of Great Britain found itfelf under 
a Neceflity of delaying, for eight Months, .the Conclusion of 
' the definitive Treaty, by which the refpeclive Pretentions of 
the two Crowns are to be finally regulated. But his Majefty 
had fo great a Regard to the Intereii of his injured Subjects, 
that he infilled upon, and obtained a definitive and exprefs 
Article for immediate Reparation I know, my Lords, it 
has been objected to this Convention* that the Renunciation 
of all Claims which the Spaniards have to flop Or fearch our 
Ships, ought to have been the Aril and the molt exprefs stipu T 
Iation, for fear that in the enfuing definitive Treaty fufficient 
Care mould not be taken of that Point. But, my Lords, 
I cannot fee the leafl Foundation for this Objection ; the Se- 
curity of our Navigation, even by this Preliminary, is ftrong. 
\y provided for. We find, by the latter Part of the firft Ar : 
tide, that the* Plenipotentiaries are far from being at liberty 
to a& in this Refpeft as they pleafe : They are tied down to 
proceed according to the Slenfe of all the Treaties now fub- 
fifline between the two Crowns. Your Lordfhips ^have 
found, that, by thefe Treaties, the Freedom of the Navi- 
gation and Commerce of the Brit\jb Subjedb in the Ameri- 
can Seas is fufficicntly eflablifhed. Therefore, my Lords, if 
this is all that we want in a definitive Treaty, as our Pleni- 
potentiaries are tied down by thofe former Treaties,. I 
fliould be gLul to know where the Force of this Objection 
lies; 

* The Treaties which are referred to, my Lords, are no 
lefs than eight ; and as each preceding Treaty received a 
Confirmation by the fubfequent*. fo the definitive Treaty,, 
that is to be concluded in eight Months from the Date of 
this Convention, inuil give a farther Confirmation to every 
one of rhem. Our Miniilers therefore, my Lords, have 
acted in this Meafure no otherwife than the Miniilry in all 
Ages have acled, when the Points in Difpute could not be 
immediate'y fettled by the precife Words of rJie Treaties al- 
ready in force. In fuch cale all that a Minilter can do, is 
tp make another to explain them. They are to make ex- 
prefs Provifions in that Treaty for all thofe Cafes which oc- 
cafion Doubt or Difpute, whereby the Meaning and Inten- 
tion of the preceding Treaties is farther afcertahrd. 

* This, my L^ras, is exaclly the Cafe betwixt Spain 
and Great Britain, We can make no Treaty with that 
Court, by which we can acquire any additional Security for 
our Navigation and Commerce, which we have not alrea- 
dy flipulated to us, in effect, by preceding Treaties. But 
fee can nuke a Treaty, in which the Stipulations mall be 
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more compre&enfive and express, fo as to avoid all future Attn. i*G«e. 11% 
Bupotes. As this is, and was, the only View of our Mi- g '2?*!?* 
nifty in the late protracted Negotiations, I do not fee what 
greater Satisfa&km the Nation can have, as to the definitive 
Treaty that is to fellow this Convention, than the exprefsly 
naming aH former Treaties, according to which all Preten- 
fions sue to be finally regulated. 

' Let us fuppofe, my Lords, that the Spaniards entertain 
feme chimerical Notions, which at prefent they don't think 
fit to divulge ; and that they are from thence refolved to in- 
fift upon certain Stipulations in the Definitive Treaty, preju- 
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cficial to oor Intereqs : I lay, fuppofing this to be their 
fign, we have prevented both their perfifbng therein, and 
our Negotiators making any Conceffions of that kind. They 
muft, by this Article, have a Retrofped to former Treaties. 
The Tenoar of thefe, is to be their Rule. This Article, 
therefore, my Lords, is equal to a formal Renunciation of 
their Claim to a Right of flopping, fearching, and plunder- 
ing our Ships ; became, while they acknowledge the Vali- 
dity of theie Treaties, they, in the ftrongeft manner, difar 
vow all fuch Pretenfions : Nay, my Lords, I think that, ac- 
cording to the Circumftaaces betwixt us and Spain, it is a 
much ftronger Security than we could have had from any 
Renunciatkm * becaufe we treat with this Advantage on our 
Side, that we have 155,000/. in Hand, as an Eameft for 
their abiding by every Stipulation. 

' it may be here objected, that the Spaniards, very pro- 
bably, entertain a quite different Notion of the Seine of 
theie Treaties ; and that when thev agreed that the Proceed- 
ings of the Plenipotentiaries mould be according to them, 
they hnaghVd that the Tenor of thefe Treaties gave diem a 
Right to fearch oor Veflels upon the American Seas. Thia 
Objection, I apprehend, may be remov'd feveral Ways : 
And firft, my 'Lords, their owning thcmfelves indebted to our 
Merchants, is a full and a direct Acknowledgment that they 
aebd againft the Meaning of Treaties, as often as they ftopp'd 
aad feaica'd our Ships upon thefe Seas. This, my Lords, is 
self-evident ; for if they believe that thefe Treaties give them 
a Right to fearch, how can we fuppofe that they would con- 
feat to pay Damages for confifcaong our Ships, a natural 
Confequence of their Search? 

4 Therefore, my Lords, I do affirm, that the Spaniards 
could not have given us a wronger proof that they now un- 
derhand thefe Treaties in the very fame fenfe with your 
Lordfhips, and with all England, than their paying Da- 
mages for having pretended to uaderftand them in a different 
vcine* 
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Ann. ft CeoJl. < But, my Lords, whether they underftand theft Tttsh 
I7 1 8 "_ 9 * > ties in the fame Senfe with as, or not, it will be no Difad- 
vantage to Great Britain. Suppofe the Plenipotentiaries on 
both tides are met, and enter upcto this Point : They differ 
about it : What is the Consequence, my Lends ? Why the 
Conferences are broken up, and we do then the very fame 
thing that we can do now ; we declare War ; but with this 
Difference, that we mall then carry on die War with 95,000/. 
more in our Pockets than we have at prefent* betides which, 
we may add a (till greater Advantage, an uninterrupted Pro- 
iecution of our Commerce for fix or eight Months longer. 
There is dill another anfwer to this Obje&ion, my Lords : 
The Sfamjb Miniftry are fufliciently apprized of the Con- 
ftrudion which Great Britain nuts upon thefe Treaties : 
They fee it by the Reflations 0/ both Houfes of Parliament, 
and they fee it in every Memorial pvefenfed on that Subject ; 
lb that, unleft they had been refohred to fettle this Point in 
the very manner in which we underftand it, we cannot fuppofe 
that they would have agreed to the Payment of the Money, 
or put themfelves to the Trouble of appointing Plenipoten- 
tiaries, and holding Conferences to no Purpofe. 

* They can't flatter themfelro that our Plenipotentiaries 
will dare to underftand thefe Treaties in any other Senfe 
than what both Houfes of Parliament have affix'd tor them, 
Or that our Miniftry will advKe the Ratification of any fuch 
unauthorized Treaty. Upon the whole, my Lords, I will 
venture to fay, that I have unanswerably remov'd die grand 
Objection againft this Convention, of its not being a affini- 
tive Treaty, or a Treaty which finally afcertains the Com- 
mercial Rights of this Nation, and guards againft their Vi- 
olation for the future. Thus, my Lords, 1 humWy hope 
2 have made out my Proportion, with regaud to the R«a- 
fonablends and Advantages of this Article, to your Lordfhipy 
Satisfaction. 

* So great a Conceffion being made on the Part of the 
Spaniards ( and I will venture to fey, my Lords, that it is as 
great as ever was made by any People not abfetutely re-- 
due'd) it was proper to take the other Subjects of mutual 
Complaint betwixt the two Nation* under Consideration. 
That of the ereateft Importance, next to the liberty of an 
anmolefted Navigation, related to the Limits of Carolina 
sad Florida. The Spaniards contend, that, in our Settle-* 
ment of Georgia, we have made fome Encroachments upon 
their Frontier. We deny it; therefore this Amur is left, by 
the fecond Article, to be fettled by the Plenipotentiaries, 
lut, my Lords, this does not at all Weaken the Right we 
infill on to the Province of Georgia. This Right, as well 
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m that 10 a lice and muft.serrupted Navigation, it eflabluVd 4na. nGea, li. 
by the Treaties (particularly the American) which are to ^j' 
regulate the Proceedings of the Plenipotentiaries. Our Mi- 
ntiby, therefore, have done wifely in thus referring {hat Mat- 
ter to a future difcttflkuu . Bcudes, my Lords, it is rery 
poffible that the Spaniards may have fbjne juft Cades of 
Complaint with regard to the Boundaries of thofc Provinces. 
However* it is reafonable, at lead; to hear what they nave. 
to fay upon this Head ; and, if their Complaints are well 
grounded, to remove the Cauffc of them. Tnis, my Lords, 
is no more than doing as we would be done by. As to leav- 
ing the Territories of both in the fame State they are in at 
jjcefcnt, without tailing or carrying on any additional For* 
fifications, it is an Article that we cannot juflhr complain 
of; for, befides the Equity of the Thing in Rfelf, it is aa 
much for our Intereft as for that of Spam, fince they have 
no more Liberty in this Refpe3 than we have. Befides, it 
is an ufual Stipulation in all Treaties made for fetding Boun* 
claries. 

• The next Article, my Lords, relates to the Satisfa&ion 
which our Merchants are to have for their pail Lofles, and 
is Definitive. By this, my heads, his Majefiy has fet a no- 
hie Example to his Socceffors, in providing immediately for 
the Intereft of his SuljeAs, while the Interrib of his Crown 
are referred to a future Bifeuffion. It is true, that the Sum 
(HpnTated for their Relief is not equal to their firft Demands, 
butimieafonablePeribn will object to this, when he refleds 
that Lofles of this kind are commonly aggravated j and that 
it would have been Imprudent, if not Unjuft, to have infinV 
©d upon the Rigpur offoch Demands, and thereby have de- 
feated the whole. Accordingly, our Commif&ries thought lit 
to reduce the original Sum to 200,000/. When this was 
done, my Lords, there was fbll another Difficulty. His 
Catholic Malefty' s^ Funds in America, from which this Mo* 
ocy was to be paid, are very uncertain, and the Dilburfe* 
meats from them flow and precarious. His Minifters infilled, 
that Payment fhould be made either in the places where the 
Confiscations happened, which muft have been a vaffc Incon- 
yeoieoqr to the Sufferers ; or that they fhould accept of Se- 
curity for it on the Chamber rf Commerce at Seville. This 
was ftitt werfe, by reason of the Difficulties that attend fuch 
a Payment, and the Perquisites that muft be deducted for 
the several Oncers. Upon thefe accounts a further Deduc- 
tion of 45,000/. was allow'd for promp iPayment, which 
is to be made at London, within four Months after the Ex- 
change gf the. Ratifications. Now, my lords, as we had 
made fuch Deductions, . k was but reasonable that the Spa- 
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Aon. T& Geo. II. nlards mould likewife on their Parts recede from the Rigour 
'73 8 j' t of their Demands, which amounted to 180,000/. and were 
reduced to 60,000/. This Abatement, in proportion to 
the Sam, k confiderably larger than that made on our Part, 
and is a Proof, both of the Zeal of the Miniihy here for 
the Interefts of the Nation, and of the Willingness and Sin- 
cerj^r of the Spaniards to fulfil their Engagements. This 
Abatement was the more extraordinary, being made out of 
a Debt that we had, by Treaty, own'd to be due. The 
fame Article provides, that it (hall not be pretended that 
thefe reciprocal Discharges extend to the Accounts and Dif- 
ferences which fubfift, or are to be fettled between the Crown 
of Spain and the Sontb-Sea Company. By this, my Lords, 
we lee that all the Accounts betwixt that Crown and the 
aforefiud Company are entirely diftind from thofe that are 
fettled by the Commiuaries appointed by the Treaty of Se~ 
nnlle, and that his Catholic Majefty has no manner of Pre- 
tence for detaining a Shilling of this 95,000/. on account of 
any Debt that may be owing him by the South-Sea Com- 
pany. On the other hand, my Lord, by this Article, Care 
is taken that the Soutb-Sea Company (hall be entitled to all 
the Debts which they can claim of that Crown, or its Sub* 
jecU 

' The fourth Article, my Lords, relates to fome Shins, the 
Value of which was included in an Eftimate made oy the 
Commifikries appointed by the Treaty of Seville, and which 
makes a Part of the 155,000 /. ftipulated for the Relief of 
bur Merchants. Nothing, therefore, could be more reafon- 
able than, if, in Confequence of the Orders dhpatched to> 
the Court of Spain for that purpofe, the whole, or any part 
of the Payment for thefe Ships has been made in America 9 
foch Payment (hould be deducted out of (he fh'pulated Sum. 
Care is, notwithstanding, taken in the (kme Article, that the 
Payment of the 95,000/. (hall not be, for that Reafon, in 
any manner delayed ; fo zealous, my Lords, was our Mini- 
stry for obtaining an immediate Relief for our fuffermg Mer- 
chants ; and fo willing was the Crown of Spain to grant it, 
that, by the latter Part of the Article, (he entirely relies on 
the Faith of the Government here, for refunding what (ball 
appear to have been already paid. 

■ * The next Article, my Lords, provides that the Ratifica- 
tions of this Convention (hall be delivered or exchanged at 
London, within the Space of fix Weeks, at fartheft, after they 
are ficned. This, my Lords, is as fhort a Time as could 
have been allowed for that Purpofe, and (hews, that our Mi- 
aiitry here were refolved that not a Day mould be loft in 
(ringing this Affair to a fpeedy Ifiue. 

• The 
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c The firft feparate Article, my Lords, is calculated to Ana/iaGeo. It. 
remove the common Objection of the Tedioufheis of all Nc- t »73 8 -g« 
gotiarions wit|i that Court. By this Article, the Minifters * 
Plenipotentiary, who are to meet at Madrid within the Space 
of fix Weeks, to be reckoned from the Day of exchanging 
the Ratifications, are named on the Part of Spain as well as 
of England ; and, by the latter Part of (he {aid Article, a 
very fhort Term is appointed for the Payment of the 0$ ,000 /. 
In fine, my Lords, to conclude this fhort View of the Stipu-r 
boons of the Convention, the Miniftry has had fo jolt a Re- 
gard to the Intereft of the Subjects, that an exprefs Provifion 
is made for the Reftitution of a Ship, the Value of which it 
not comprehended in the Eftimate made by the Commiila- 
ries ; becaufe, it (eons, the Circumftances of her Captors 
were, on the Part of Spain, more inexcuikble than thofe of 
any of the other Captures. 

* From this impartial Survey, my Lords, I hone it will 
appear to your Lordihips, that his Majefty, in the whole 
Courfe of this Negotiation, has had nothing fo much at 
Heart as the Intereft of his Subjects ; and that the fame has 
been faithfully and fuccefsiully profecuted on the Part of his 
Miniftry. 1 his Negotiation,* my Lords, therefore, may be 
juftry looked upon as the Performance of thofe PromHcs and 
AJTorances which the Parliament has received from the 
Throne, as often as it has addrefied it on this Head. And 
as die Prosperity of his Majefty 's Subjects, and the Honour 
of his Crown are infeparable, a juft Regard in all the Stipu- 
lations has been had to thofe important Points. Care has 
been taken, that all the Conceffions that are made in this 
Treaty, have been made on the Part of Spain. Therefore, 
my Lords, I hope, on this Occafion, all Contentions and 
Animofities will ceafe amongft us, ftnee his Majefty has now 
removed the Caufes which have fo long and fo unhappily di- 
vided us. 

* This, my Lords, is the only Means of making a juft 
Return to thk Regard which his Majeftv has always expretied 
for your Lordihips Reiblutions and Advice, fince every Step 
of this Negotiation has been conducted, according to what 
appears, to have been the Sentiments of Parliament. 

* Your Lordfhips, in all your Deliberations upon this great 
find important Affair, have expre&'d a juft Senle of the Mi- 
ieries which War erttails upon a Trading People j you have 
cxprefTcd your Den>e of fecuring the Bleffings of Peace, if 
they could be fecured with the dignity and Intereft of this 
Nation. This Negotiation, my Lords, crowns the Wifhes 
of Parliament, by anfwering all thefe great Ends ; and it has 
been conducted in fucb a manner, as to convince thofe with 
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Abo. *»G«x U. whom we were, treating, that his Majefty was as ready to do 
1738-9. ^ himfelf Juftice by Arms, as he was willing to receive it by 
Negotiation. No fooner, my Lords, was this Convention 
goncluded, than his Majefty kid the Treaty before this Houfe. 
All that now remains, is, for vour Lordfhips to add Strength 
and Weight to his Majefty's Negotiations, by your Appro- 
bation. Therefore, my Lords, 1 take the Liberty to move, 
Motes for in Ad- That an humble Aadrete fhould be prefented to his Majefty, 
*j£jrf Appro- to return his Majefty the Thanks of this Houfe, for laying 
the Convention between hjs Majefty and the King of Spain, 
dated the 14th Day of January lair, together with the ft* 
parate Articles, before this Houfe : To declare that we think 
it our mdifpenfable Duty, on this Occafion, to exprefs our 
juft Senfe of his Majefty's Royal Care of the true Intereft of 
his People, and to acknowledge his great Prudence, in bring- 
ing the Demands of his Subjects for their pafl LofTes, which 
had been fo long depending, to a final Adjuftjnent by the 
faid Convention, and .procuring an exprefs Stipulation for a 
fpeedy Payment ; and in laying a Foundation for accomplish- 
ing the great and deiirable Ends of obtaining future Security, 
and preferring the Peace between the two Nations : To beg 
leave alfo to declare to his Majefty, our Confidence and Re- 
liance on his Royal Wifdom, and fteady Attention to the 
Honour of his Crown, and the Welfare of his Kingdoms ; 
and that in the Treaty to be concluded in purfuance of this 
Convention, proper Provifions would be made for Redrefs of 
(he Grievances fo juftly complained of; and particularly, 
that the Freedom of Navigation in the American Seas, to 
yrhich his Majefty's Subjects are entitled by the Law of Na- 
tions, and by Virtue of the Treaties fubiifting between the 
two Crowns, would be fo effectually fecured, that they might 
enjoy, unmolefted, their undoubted Right of Nav .gating, 
and carrying on Trade and Commerce fropi one Part of his 
Majefty's Dominions to any other Part thereof, without be- 
ing liable to be flopp'd, vifited, or fearched, on the open 
Seas, or to any other Violation or Infraction of the laid 
Treaties ; the mutual Obfervance thereof, and a juft Regard 
to the Privileges belonging to each other, being the only 
Means of maintaining a good Correfpondence, and lafting 
Friendfhip between the two Nations : And to defire Permif- 
iion at the fame time, in the molt dutiful manner, to exprefs 
our firm Dependance, that, in the Treaty to be concluded 
in purfuance of the faid Convention, the utmoft Regard will 
be had to the Rights belonging to his Majefty's Crown and 
Subjects, in adjufting and fettling the Limits of his Majefty's 
Dominions in Jmtt ica ; and to give his Majefty the ftrong- 
cfl AfTurances, that in cafe his juit Expectation mould not be 
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anfacrcd, this Houfe will heartily and zeabufiy concur in AuR.iiGso»tt* 
all rash Measures* as fhall be neceftry to vindicate his Ma-> a 73*j>« . 
jefly's Honour, and to preferve to his Subjeds the full En- ^ ^ -* 
joymenr of all thofe Rights, to which they are entitled by Debts tVw n* 
Treaty, and the Law of Nations.' 

The Lord Carter*. 

'My Lords, I could have wifhed this Amur had cone un- Lad Cmi*d% 
derov Deliberation in another Shape. Since I have had 
the Honour of fitting in this Houfe, I never heard a mom 
complicated Queftion put to it : And, my Lords, it is a very 
nnpfeafimt Talk to oppofe a Motion, when one cannot do it 
without oppofing a Mcafure that carries, or leans to carry, 
tke Marks of Duty and Gratfaid* to his Majefiy. But, I 
fear, the Addrcfs propofed will be the moft dangerous Corn* 
ptiment this Home ever made, the mod fetal his Majefty ever 
received. Had die Convention, my Lords, without any Con- 
fideratbn of this Kind, been the Subjecl of Debate, I fhould 
not have had the Jeaft Difficulty in expreflmg my Sentiments. 
Bat, as tho prefen t Motion is upon an Addrefi to his Majefty* 
I own, that I am under fbme Difficulty. However, my 
Lords, I will endeavour, in what I (hall advance upon thur 
SnhjeA, to preferve that entire Refpeci I ever (hall have for 
my So vereign ; and, at the lame time, to deliver myfelf with 
Freedom , in regard to the Interefts of my Country, which 
fhaB always be Srft h> my Thoughts. 

* The noble Lord, who made the Motion, has endeavour* 
ed to demonftrate to your Lordfhips, the great Advantages. 
anting to-thb Nation from the Convention j he has examin- 
ed every Article by itfelf, and finds it, upon the whole, to 
he a jttft and honourable Treaty. My Lords, I fhall take 
the freedom to examine in the fame manner, and fhall en- 
deavour to fbew your Lordfhips, that it anfwers neither of 
the two great Points the Nation has in View, I mean, Re- 
paration lor part, and Security againil future Injuries. At 
theiaaae time, my Lords, f fhall keep in my Eye the Refb- 
boons which your Lordfhips Came to ktft Seffion, which our 
Mmtiers ought to have kept elofe to in all their fobfequehr 
Negotiations with Spain. 

* The noble Lord, towards the beginning of his Speech, 
widi great Accuracy dsfplay'd the Advantages accruing to 
Great Britain from a right Underftanding with Spain $ his 
Lordfhdp has Kkewife taken Notice of the Disadvantages 
which die great Dmance betwixt Old and New Spain puts 
that Government uuder, by making it impoffible for them 
to know the true State of the Differences that frequently arife 

betwixt 



(s*) 

Jtaa.it. Geo jr. betwixt the Snbjefb of the two Crowns, (o foon as the Im- 
1 738-jk ^ patience of our Merchants requires. This, my Lords, might 
J fee a very good Argument in Favour of the Spaniards i if the 
Injuries we fo juftly complain of were but of Yefterday. But 
give me leave to fay, my Lords, that they are of a very long 
Standing. The Spaniards, flow and phlegmatical as they 
are, had they been in the leaftdifpofed to do us Juftice, might 
have, by this time, made a thorough Enquiry into the Na- 
ture of thefe Complaints, they might have been fully in* 
formed in every Particular that either their own Governours, 
or the Subjeds of England had to alicdge. They have had 
almoit twenty Years, my Lords; for this Enquiry 3 and if 
their Difpofitions had been fo Juft, as the noble Lord feems 
to think they are, it is impoffible but that, during that time, 
they mud have found the Means of giving us Satisfaction. 
But, my Lords, it is plain, upon the Principles they went, 
we never could have Satisfaction. If a Seizure of one of 
our Ships was made, we applied to the Court of Spain for 
Redrefs ; we laid our Grievances before their Minifters, and 
they fent Orders to America to their Governours to enquire 
into the Fads. My Lords, I fay, that was not the Method 
by which we were to have Reparation ; as the noble Lord 
iumfelf obferved* it was the Bulinefs of their Governours to 
excufe their own Conducl, by throwing the Blame upon as. 
Therefore, we can never fuppofe that they would admit 
ihemfelves in the Wrong. So that, if the Court of Spain 
was to form their Judgment upon the Reprefentation of their 
Governours, we were always lure to have it given againft us. 
' But, my Lords, tho' the Spanijh Governours had really 
been difinterefted, or any way difpofed to do our Merchants 
Juftice, yet, a* the Facts were ilated to them from the Court 
of Spain, the Cafe would have been the fame. For let us fup- 
pofe, my Lords, that one of our Ship, in (ailing from one Part 
of his Majefly's Dominions to another, is furprized by the 
Spaniards, they find therein Logwood, Cocoa nuts, or Spa- 
nijb Coin, accordingly fhe. is carried to a Spanijh Port, where 
thefe Fads being proved, and finding that the Ship was 
taken within what they ridiculouuy call their Latitude, fhe is 
confifcated. What follows ? The Owners apply to the Court 
of Spain, their Solicitations are backed by our Minifter there. 
Perhaps they obtain an Order to the Governour of the Place 
where their Ship was confiscated, commanding Reftitution, 
provided fuch and fuch Fa&s fhall not appear. But what are 
thefe Facls, my Lords ? They arc Fadfe that may happen to 
any Englifl? Ship, navigating thefe Seas, in the liri&eft man- 
ner prelcribed by Treaties. For it is evident, that our Mer- 
chants may have Cocoa Nuts and Logwood in their Ships, 
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'triehdgr beftg cbiicerned in an illicit Trade ; they may have Ana. t* Gtt. &* 
Sfxxvjb Coin too, and yet not a Man of the whole Crew r '7JS-J' 
hive been near their Settlements. The Wood and Nuts are 
Commodities growing in our own Colonies ; and the Silver 
k current all over America. The French and the Dutch Co* 
Ionics have great Plenty of it, and the Engl ft more. So 
that, if all our Ships having thefe Things on Board are lia- 
bleao Confiscation, not One in Twenty can be kfc. 

* As to •jut Ships coming within a particular Latitude, this 
is ftiU a more unjuit Ground of Confutation, if poffible, than 
the other. You have heard it plainly proved, my Lords, at 
the Bar of your Houfe» that no Matter of a Veifel navigat- 
ing in thole Seas, can know exactly what Courfe. he mall 
hold; be his Caution ever fo great, he may be forced to 
make the Spanijh Coatts ; he may be forced to come within 
Piftol-fiiot of their Shore, let it be ever fo diilant from his 
Intention to carry on any Commerce there. For which Rea« 
son, my Lords* if we once admit our failing near their: 
Coafts to be a juft Caufe of Capture and Confifcation, there 
muft be an End of all our Commerce in America, But as 
our Seamen are fubjecl to fuch Difficulties in their Naviga- 
tion on thefe Seas, this Claim of the Spaniards abfolutely 
defhroys the Freedom of Navigation. By the Law of Na- 
tions the High Seas are open to all, and it is an A& of Pi- 
racy to fearch or rifle any Ship navigating thereon. 

' Thus, my Lords, according to this Claim of Spain, all 
Order for Rellitution, even in the moil unjuftinable Cafes of 
Confifcaxijn, can be of no Service to our Sufferers, when 
clogged with Provifoes which 'tis impoflible for them to re-» 
move. But if the noble Lord will give an Inftance wherein 
that Court orders Rellitution to be made of any Ship, be* 
caufe taken upon the open Seas ; if he can (hew us, that the 
Spaniards ever once atied, in confiscating an Engli/k Ship, 
according to the fundamental Maxim of all our Navigation 
in thele Seas, namely, No Search but in Port i then I (hall 
agree with his Lordfhip, That it may be rather owing to cer- 
tain accidental Caufes, that the Differences betwixt our Court 
and. that of Spain has fo long fubfiited, than to any exdufive 
Right which the Spaniards pretend to on thefe Seas. 

* The noble Lord, indeed, very rightly obferv'd, that a 
great many Circumilances concurred to create frequent Dif- 
ferences betwixt the Britijh and Spanifh Subjects in America | 
fuch as the Contiguity of the Dominions of the two Crowns, 
and the different Genius of the People ; but, my Lords, there 
is no other Way of removing thefe Obitacles, but by pre* 
venting all Difputes about Property, Navigation, and Com- 
merce, by ftrictJy adhering to the Maxim, No Search* If 
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Atift. rt 6eo.lt we do not adhere to it, my Lords, if we admit of the Clan* 
i73*~9* of Spain, in the fmaleft Degree, we muft have eternal Jars 
~^~ J and Differences with them ; they will always find Pretences 
to obftrudt and ruin our Commerce. 

* Having fpoken in general to this Point, it may be now 
proper to take notice of what fell from the noble Lord, in 
the particular Obfervations he made upon every Article of 
this Treaty. His Lordihip remarked, that the Spaniards 
have (hewn, by the Preamble, a fincere Defire toyfcld to our 
jail Demands. My Lords, I can't perceive wherein this Sin- 
cerity confifts. If they were fo very fincere, why did they 
not give us an ample Security for our Navigation, in the 
Terms contain 1 d in your Lordihips tfrft Refolution upon this 
Head, which you came to laft Seffion ? We there fee that our 
jttft and undoubted Rights are founded on the exprefs Words 
c*f Treaties. What Neceffity, therefore, of appointing Ple- 
nipotentiaries to decide Differences ? I am forry, my Lords, 

. to fee that Word at all made ufe of upon this Occafion ; it 
implies a Doubt, and that fomething might be faid on on* 
Side as well as on t'other. This, my Lords, is a Conceffion 
Which we ought to be very cautious in making, or even feem- 
ing to make : If any Differences were to be referred to a 
future Difcuffion, it ought to have been thofe relating to the 
Limits and Boundaries of the two Nations. , This might have 
been decided by Commiffioners meeting on the Spot, or by 
explaining the Words of Treaties relating thereto. But we 
ought not to have admitted our juft and undoubted Rights to 
Navigation to be put on the fame Foot with a'diijputed 
Boundary. 

* The noble Lord lays a good deal of Strefs on the Care 
of our Miniitry in procuring a definitive Satisfaction for pail 
Lofles. My Lords, if I could be fenfible that they had 
effected even this Point, I fhould be very willing to join with 
the noble Lord in his Encomiums upon our Adminiftrationu 
But, even by the noble Lord's own Account of it, it is bat 
* very forry Satisfaction. The Demands of our Merchants 
amounted to 247,000/. they uncontrovertably proved, not. 
only before the Commifiaries in Spain, bat at the Bar of both 
Houfes of Parliament, that they were Sufferers to that a- 
fhount, and confequently that they had a Right to that Sum 
without any Deduction. But a Deduction is made of 47,000 /. 
For what Reafon, my Lords ? For none that ever I heard, 
but becaufe the Spaniards would have it fo. Not contented 
With this, 45,000/. more mull be deducted for prompt 
Payment. Prompt Payment of what ? Of a Debt contracted 
by Rapine and Plunder. 1 have heard, indeed, when a Debt 
Ijras contracted by the mutual Coofenj of the Parties, and 
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parable at a certain Term, that one of tie Rutses has made AaewisCeo. Ifc 

a Dndnftion of a proportionate Sum of the whole for prompt t *73*^9« 

Foment. But, my Lords, was this the Cafe betwixt the 

Spamuvds and us r Were we obliged to accept of Payment 

m what Manner, and at what Term, his Catholic Majefty 

thought fit ? Wese our Merchants reduced to fuch a Pals for 

want of ready Money * that they were glad to deduct near 

a Fourth of their Sum for prompt Payment I But, my Lords, * 

k can't even be called prompt Payment ; for we find, by the 

firft Separate Article of the Convention, that his Catholic 

Majefty is not obliged to pay it till four Months after the 

Exchange of the Ratifications. Now, my Lords* let me 

fappofe a Cafe that is very poffible : Your Lordihips fee, by 

the firft Article of the Convention, that the Plenipotentiaries 

are to meet at Madrid, within forty Days after the Exchange 

of the Ratifications. It is poffible they may not agree, the 

Conferences may be broke up the foil fitting ; then all Ne« 

gptiatkm is at an end, and the Sword alone mud decide it. 

Will the Sfamjk Court, in this Cafe, think itfelf obliged to 

pay that Money ? Does their Behaviour in Times patt give 

as room to imagine that they will look upon this Debt as 

bonding upon them, when all other Conditions betwixt them 

and us are broke through r So that, though the noble Lord 

has been pleafed to reprefent this Stipulation in favour of our 

Merchants as definitive, yet when we look into the whole of 

this Tramaftion, it is, in reality, eventual* and depends on 

die Mae of the future Conferences. 

' There are one or two Circumftances more, that I muft 
ebferve, with regard to the boafted Satisfa&ion. I find, that 
though the Sum allowed to our Merchants is i 5 5,000 /. yet 
95,000 /. only is to come out of his Catholic Majefty's 
rockets. How comes this ? Says the noble Lord, we allow 
60,000 /. as a Balance due to the Spaniards, in considera- 
tion of their Lofles fuftained by the Sea Fight off ?ojfaro % 
which we had engaged by Treaty to make good to them. 
But in what Manner were we to make them good r We a- 
greed that they mould have all the Ships then taken reftored 
to them, with the Guns, Sails, Equipage, in the Condition 
they were then in, or if fold, they were to have the Price 
that was paid by the Purchafers. Whofe fault was it, my 
Lends, that this Stipulation was not punctually f jlfill'd ? Was 
k not owing to the Spaniards themfelves, who refufed to 
accept of thofe Ships when offered to them .» And are we 
to pay 60,000/. for no other Reafcrfc but becaufe the Spa* 
niards muft be gratified in every extravagant Demand \ 

* But> my Lords* this is not all ; his Catholic Majefly tells 
us farther* that* befiuce he fulfils one Article of this Conven~ 
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Aan. i* Geo.n. tkm, our Souths ea Company muft pajr to him 68;C*oe£ 
1738-9. more which is the fame Thing as telling us, that, in Effect* 
^ ' no more than 27,000/. is to come out of his Pocket. It 

is in this Light, my Lords, that I view the Proteft given in, 
by his Catholic Majefty's Minitter, to Mr, Keeht. r i he pay-, 
ing of this 68,000/. is, by that Declaration, made an ab-% 
folute Condition, without which the Convention cannot fo 
much as cxiil Now, my Lords, though I don't Iky this de- 
mand of the Court of Spain is founded on JuiUce, and though 
I mail allow the Declaration has not that mark of Authen- 
ticity with the Convention itfelf j yet I make no doubt but 
die Spaniards will look upon the South-Sea Company's re- 
filling to pay the Money, as a jufl Reafon for their refuting 
to fulfil any one Article of the Convention. I (ay, my Lords, 
they will pretend that this Refufal gives them fuch a Right & 
and though I am far from admitting that Right, yet if they 
Hick by that Pretence, it is the fame Thing in effect to our 
Merchants, as if they had fuch a Right, and this Nation mnft 
be left to the Ignominy of fubmitting to treat anew. Thus, 
my Lords, I think it appears, that the Stipulation in fa- 
vour of our Merchants, is (b far from being definitive, that 
it depends upon two very uncertain, nay improbable Events & 
a right Underftanding betwixt the Plenipotentiaries, and the 
South-Sea Company's agreeing to pay 68,oco/. 

c The noble Lord was pleafed to confider this Stipula- 
tion, as it is called, in favour of our Merchants, as a Disa- 
vowal, on the Part of Spain f of all the unjuft Claims and Pre- 
tenfions (he had fet up, and paying Damages for the Wrongs 
me has done us. My Lords, I with I could prevail with my- 
felf to confider this Article in that Light, But it appears to 
me, that the Spaniards are fo far from disavowing their un~ 
jult Claims, that this Article is a kind of Aggravation of 
them. We infilled on Satisfaction for the Lofles of our Mer- 
chants ; the Spaniards tell us, that they will give us ibme 
fmall Satisfaction, but clog it with fuch Terms, as they aro 
fure we, cannot comply with. This is the fame Thing as 
telling us, that if we will gratify them in one extravagant 
Demand, they will gratify us in another. Thus, my Lords, 
they are far from owning themfelves to be in the Wrong. 
But, my Lords, here is another Circumftance to be confer 
dered : The King of Spain expects that the Sovtb-Sea Com- 
pany (hall pay him, within a fhort Time, the 68,000 A 
whereas he does not, by the Convention, oblige himfelf to 
pay the 95,000/. till four Mounths after the Ratifications arej 
exchanged. Now, if his Catholic Majefty mould" think £( 
|o fix this fliort Time, mentioned in his Declaration, at be- 
tWCD tWQ an.4 three Months, fee can pay ip with our own* 
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Money. ' Nay, my Lords, if, before the four Months are ex- Ada. li&u; !& 

pixed, the Conferences of the Plenipotentiaries fhould break x 73*-9« 

up, he has then 68,000/. of our own Money in his Pocket, 

and will very probably, think himfelf under no Obligation 

of paying back one Shilling of it in Confederation of our 

Merchants Lofles. The Stipulation, therefore, of the 

95,000/. is fo much farther from being a definitive Article 

for the Relief of our Merchants, and an Acknowledgment 

on the Part of Spain for the Wrong done us, that it appears 

to be only a Bait for drawing us in, to pay 68,000/. upon 

an unjnft and arbitrary Claim. 

The noble Lord was pleafed to fay, that the Miniftrp 
had proceeded on the fame Foundation; with your Lordfhips, 
and laboured to effect the fame End. My Lords, this will 
be beft feen by comparing your Refolutions in the laft Scfc 
fion with the Stipulations in the Convention. Your Lord- 
fhips refolved, That it was the juft and undoubted Right 
of the Subjects of Grtat Britain, to fail from one part of 
his Majefty's Dominions to another, without being ftopp'd or 
fearch'd on any Pretence whatfoever. Is there any Stipu« 
Jatien in the Convention, my Lords, anfwerable to this Re- 
folation ? We there find, that this Right is fo far from being 
acknowledged to be tiuft and undoubted, that it is fubmitted 
to the difcufikm of Plenipotentiaries, who have eight Months 
allotted them, to confider of the Juflice of a Point, which, 
your Lordfhips have already found, can admit of no manner 
of Difpnce. But, adds the noble Lord, thele Plenipotentiaries 
are tied down to proceed according to the Treaties fubfift- 
iag betwixt the two Crowns, which Treaties effectually fe- 
core our Navigation and Commerce. My Lords, I can by 
no means admit of the Inference, which the noble Lord' 
would draw from this, that the Spaniards agreeing to pro- 
ceed according to Treaties, is equivalent to an ample Re- 
nunciation of their Claim to flop and fearch our Ships. If 
the Spaniards had ever, in plain Terms, rcfufed to abide by 
what is Aipulated in thefe Treaties, I fhould then readily 
admit this Article of the Convention to be a fufheient Con- 
firmation of their Validity. But chat is not the Cafe, my 
Lords ; the Spaniards, fince the beginning of all our Diffe- 
rences, have always cxpreiTed a great regard to thefe Treaties ; 
your Lordfhips fee, by the Papers lying on your Table, that 
their Mininer affects to abide by what is there ftipulatcd, 
and to plead for no other Right then what is warranted by 
thefe Treaties. So that, it is very probable, the Spaniards 
look upon this Article as an Acknowledgment of their De- 
mands. The very Reafons given by the noble Lord, why we 
ftooJd tofe upon it * «to AcJ^HwJtedgweaj in our Favour, 
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operate equally on their Side. For, if we are tt* beficve thai 
they underltand them in the (ame Senfe with us, becaufe we 
have already explained them, may they not believe that we 
underftand them in the lame Senfe with them, for the fame 
Reafon ? Thus, my Lords, the very Argument urged by 
the noble Lord for our looking tfpon this Stipulation as equi- 
valent to an exprefs Renunciation on the Part of Spain, is, 
in my humble Opinion, the ftrongefl Reafon that could poffi- 
bly have been urged to the contrary. If as the noble 
Lord fays, we can acquire nothing hew by any definitive 
Treaty, I fhould be glad to know to what purpofe the Na- 
tion has been put to iuch a vail Ex pence in Armaments, and 
|o what purpofe the Negotiations have been protracted fa 
many Years r My Lords. I conceive we have a great deal. 
to obtain, we are to obtain an exprefs Acknowledgment on 
the Part of Spain* that (he difclaims all her Pretentions ta 
fbp or feaieh our Ships on the open Seas. But this I fop- 
poie to have been the Language of our Negotiators at the 
Spani/b Court : — Will you content to the Point of no Search? 
And that their anfwer was, We will not. Should our Mi- 

'sifters then have been fatisfied with it r^ Nol They (houkl 
fcave faid, — We twill proceed no further : — Then, my Lords, 
if a Rupture had enfued, the Support of Parliament, and the 
Voice of the Nation, would have bore them out in all their 
Proceedings. My Lords, if we had obtained a previous Ac- 
knowledgment of this nature, J don't know that all the re- 
maining Differences, on that Head, could have been im- 
portant enough to merit a Place in a definitive Treaty ; be-* 
caufe no Cafe could happen, in our American Navigation, 
that could have created the leait Difpute. On the other 
Hand, my Lords, without fuch an exprefs Acknowledgment* 
a definitive Treaty, let it be conceiv'd in ever fo ftrcmg 
Terms, will be found inefle&ual, and we (hall have the 

«£une Round of Negotiations to begin, and the fame Expert- 
ces to repeat. The noble Lord made a Supposition, that we 
can be no Sufferers, even though" the Spaniards mould un- 
derstand thefe Treaties in a Senfe different from us ; nay, 
that we muft be Gainers, fmce, in the worft Event, it is but 
going to War. For, (ays hs Lordfhip, we can then go ta 
War with 95,000/. more in the Nation. I have already 
confidered whut Probability there is, that the Spaniards will 
ever pay that Sum out of their own Pockets ; out give me 
leave to obferve, my Lords, that, though they fhould pay 
it, this Nation may fbon lofe ten times that Sum, fince its 
Subjects have no feenrity for carrying on their Trade kv 
America, during the eight Months thefe Plenipotentiaries are 
fitting. The very Stipulation, which refers the Security of 
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but Trade there, to a fixture Dtfcuffion, admits it to be a A^titWlft 
doubtful Point ; and as there is no Article in the Conven- m 'ft***:. 
tion to bind the Spaniards up from continuing their Depre- 
dations, are. we not to prefume that they will look upon 
themselves at Liberty to continue them till the definitive 
Treaty is concluded? Hence, my Lords, there mull be a 
total Interraption of our Trade to our Colonies in Jnurica, 
daring that Time, or we draft carry it on under evident Dif- 
adrantages. 

* Now, my* Lords, I (hall, as I propofed* take the Liber- 
ty to confider how well this Treaty agrees with the Resolu- 
tions your Lordfhips came to on this Head. I have already 
partly taken notice of the firft i and give me leave to add, 
my Lords, that if our Negotiators had kept that Refolution 
in their Eye, as they ought to have done, an Article, or ft 
Cbnceffionj founded upon it, muft have anf we r e d all the 
Purpofes of their Negotiations, with regard to future Seas* 
rity. For if* as that Refolutkm implies, there can be no 
fuch thing as contraband or prohibited Goods in Britijb 
Ships Jailing from one Part of his Majefty's Dominions to 
another, the Spaniards cannot have the leaft Pretext for 
topping or fearching them, unlets they are- found a&ualfy 
trading in their Ports. 

* The next Refolution, my Lords, favs, u That Britijb 
Ships have been violently feiz'd and cormfcated by the Spa • 
aiardt, upon Pretences altogether unjuft and groundless, and 
chat the Sailors on board fuch Ships have been injuriously 
and barbaroufly impriibned and ill-treated." Now, as your 
Lordmips found this to be a Fa&, I mould be glad to know 
what Reafbns the Negotiators of this Convention can aflign 
for our not obtaining Satisfaction for thefe Infults and Barba- 
rities, Is this Nation, my Lords, ufcd to bear fuch Treat- 
ment, without receiving any Satisfaction ? Are we fo much 
reduced, are we fo much defpifed, that we are obliged to 
confine our Complaints within ourfelves ? Are our Merchants 
and Sailors, the two moft valuable Bodies of Men among 
us, to be thrown out of the Protection of the Kingdom? 
And are the Liberties of the Subje&s of Gnat-Britain to lie 
at the Mercy of an iofulting Enemy r In private Cafes, my 
Lords, betwixt Man and Man, Regard is had to Interruption 
of Bufineft, Cofb are given for the Lofs of Time, and much 
more for the Lofs of the Liberty or Limbs of the Peribn in- 
jured. But, it feems, in a national Cafe, where the Honour 
of a whole People is concerned, no Consideration is to be had. 
My Lords, I am ferry that any fuch Diftin6rk>n mould ob- 
tain aanongft a free People ; I am fure, if we long fuffer any 
fech Dttiaftion la take place, wo mail not be long free. If 
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. ti Geo. IL the World lhall once entertain an Opinion, that 6nr Mirillkrt 
'73*j' t are fo weak that they dare not, or fo wicked that they will 
not, affert the Honour of the Nation, we (hall be foon fub- 
jeft to the Infults of every petty State in Europe. 

' Your third Refolution, my Lords, fays, * That the fre- 
* quent Applications made at the Court of Spain, on our 
' part, for redrefling thefe notorious Abufes and Grievances, 
'- for preventing the like for the future, and for obtaining ade- 
k quate Satisfaction, have proved entirely fruitlefs and of no 
4 efted.' It is plain* that your Loxdfhips Intention, in com- 
ing to this Refolution, was, that thefe Applications might be 
more cfFe&ual when back'd by the Concurrence and Autho- 
rity of Parliament. But does t it appear that they have had 
any Weight ? h there one Stipulation in this Convention 
that can be calPd fatisfadtory, either to the Honour of the 
Nation, to our Merchants, or to our Sailors i Can the bell 
Friend of the Convention pretend, that the Sum Jlipulated 
for their Relief is adequate to their Lofies r No, my Lords, 
I think that Point is entirely neglecled. So that it mull be 
own'd, that your Refolutions were not defign'd to have any 
Effeft on the Meafures to be purfued, or that our Miniflers 
have taken Care they fhould have none. 

* The fecond Article of the Convention, my Lords, re-, 
lates to the Regulation of the Limits of Florida and Carolina. 
Every Man in the Nation is fenfible how deeply the national 
Honour is engaged in the Prefervation of our Settlement in 
Georgia, which is a Part of Carolina ; but, it feems, the 
Spaniards claim it as a Part of Florida. The Nadon has 
been at immenfe Charges in fettling and fupporting that Co- 
lony ; and mould we now give it up, or even fufler our Pof- 
fefiion of it to be called in queition, all Europe muft look up- 
on us, either as the moft unjuft, or moil weak People under 
the Sun. Our Injumce muft appear, by our difpofing of, in 
Property to others, a doubtful Territory 5 and our Weaknefs 
muft appear, in fuffering any Part of the Property of this 
Nation, or its Subjects, to be determin'd by the Event of 
any Negotiation whatfoever. The Provifion made by th« 
latter part of this Article, that the Fortifications mall not be 
encreafed, but remain in the Situation they are in at prefent, 
to me, bears a very unpromifing Afpecl. To me it appears, 
that we are fomewhat worfe than doubtful of our Right to 
that Colony ; that there is a Defign to give up its Inhabi- 
tants to the Mercy of Spain, if our wife Plenipotentiaries 
mould, by their full Powers, think fit to declare the Poflef- 
fion of this Trad to that Crown. My Lords, the People of 
Georgia txanfported themfelves thither upon the Faith of 
Parliament, and they have been at gteat Expenses, Labpu * 

and 
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and InduStry, to make a Settlement there. It w3I He, there- Ann. ii Gto,f & 
fore, no wonder, fhould they be obliged to abandon it, if '738-9* 
they think themfelves very hardly, very unjuftly treated, 
hut how hard, how unjuft, fhould they fee themfeives aban- 
doned to the Mercy of their Enemies* through the Weakneft 
of our Negotiators I In fuch Cafe, my Lords, I cannot con- 
ceive how any Subject of this Crown, whole Property lies 
in America, can think himfelf fecure of enjoying it. For, 
iny Lords, I will venture to fay, that our Right to Georgia, 
is as clear and undoubted as our Right to any Part of Ame- 
rica \ but though we have had a long and an uninterrupted 
Pofieflion of that Territory, it is now difputed by the Spa- 
maris. The late King Charles II. made a Grant of it to 
certain Proprietors, whofe Property the Parliament bought 
out ten Years ago, at a considerable Expence. The Legif- 
Jature has granted large Sums to fupport this infant Colony ; 
and the Spaniards, fo far as appears to the World, never 
questioned our Right of Pofleffion, till the Inhabitants had 
aiade a great Progrefs in clearing the Ground, and erecting 
Houfes. My Lords, I do not pofitively affirm that our Ple- 
nipotentiaries will give up this Setdement, but, I think, it is 
ignominious to this Nation, to fuffer fo much as her Right 
of Pofie&on to be questioned. It is a -Proititution of the 
public Faith, and giving our Plenipotentiaries a Power, which 
no Plenipotentiaries o ft his Crown ever had before, to dif- 
pofe of the Property of the Nation, without obtaining the 
leaii Equivalent 

* But, my Lords, fetting afide thefe Confiderations, I 
cannot account for fome late Meafures, if our Right to 
Georgia is in the lead queftionable. Though the Pretentions 
of the Spaniards to this Colony are but of a very late Date* 
yet the/ are older than the Regiment we have raifed for its 
Defence. And, my Lords, if we were not relblved, at all 
Events, to keep Potfefiion of it, why was the Nation put to 
the Expence of raifing this Regiment, and of 10,000/. for 
a Train of Artillery, and other Stores and Neceflkries ? If, 
on the other hand* it is intended that thefe Forces fhould do 
their Duty* in cafe of an Attack from the Spaniards, and to 
fupport our Right by Arms, where is the Confillency of. 
fubmitting this Right to the Decihon of Plenipotentiaries ? 
Why was the Nation put to fo great an Expence, fince it 
matt be all loft, if our Plenipotentiaries fhould yield up this 
Point? However, my Lords, by this Article we expofe his 
Majefty's Forces to the Mercy of their Enemies : Or (hould 
the Plenipotentiaries abruptly break off their Conferences* 
immediate War muft unavoidably follow. What a Condition 
then muft all the Subje&s of Great- Britain in thefe Parts be in ( 
17389, I By 
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JUa. n^n, By this Article they are difabled from taking die neceflary 
,73 *^* . Precautions to defend themfelvet . We have no Fort iications 
there at this Time, that can be of any Service, or afford a- 
ny Protection to our Troops, in cafe of a Rupture. And tUe 
Spaniards have a Fort in the Neighbourhood, from whence 
they can annoy us, and are not above .three Days Sail from 
die Havartna, from whence they can be fupplied with 
Troops and Provifions. 

* The noble Lord fuppofed the Differences betwixt us and 
the Spaniards to be only about fome Encroachments made 
by our Subje&s upon the Frontier of Spain. But, my Lords, 
I believe it will be found upon Examination, that their Pre- 
tentions are to the whole Settlement, and that they difpute 
our Right, even to Carolina. And, my Lords, I don't fee 
why they might not as well have claimed Jamaica itfelf ; 
fince, if one Reafon for furrendering up Carolina or Georgia 
can be given, I will engage to give two for our furrendering 
up Jamaica. For the firft we hold by vertue of prior Po£ 
feflion, which is all the Right the Spaniards have to every 
Foot of Land they poiTefs in America ; and this was not only 
never before difputed, but is confirnVd by Treaty. Now, 
my Lords, our Right to Jamaica is indeed no better than a 
Right of Conquefc; and the Spaniards have not yet been 
prevarTd with to renounce it. As it therefore was conquered 
from them *in Time of Urarpation, I mould have been leis 
furpriz'd, if by this Convention our Negotiators had con- 
tented that all the Inhabitants and Forts of that liland mould 
fee diiarm'd, till fuch rime as they could determine which 
Crown mould enjoy it. 

' What J have already Add, my Lords, comprehends in a 
great meafure, my Objections to the third Article of this 
Convention. I fhall only add, that I cannot fee by what 
Authority any Commiflary whatsoever could take upon him 
to difpofe of the Property of private Subjects. I don't 
know that our Conftitution vcfts our Minifler with any fuch 
Powers. An Englijbman has a good AOion againft the 
greateft Minifler, in whatever Capacity he acls, nay againli 
the King himfelf, if he apprehends that his private Property 
is invaded. But here, my Lords, it is invaded and difpofed 
of in favour of a foreign Power, a Power which has frame- 
fully wrone'd them, and yet they are to have no Relief. 

' It has been much infifted on, my Lords, that this Satis- 
faction to our Merchants is a tacit Acknowledgment on the 
Part of Stain f that foe has been in the Wrong. But, my 
Lords, if Spain acknowledges herfelf to be in the W>ong, 
can any Man fhew me a Reafon why we (hould give Spam 
89,000/. upon no other Account than bccwfcjbe <was in she 

Wrong ? 
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iPrimg? If our Negotiators, my Lords, have a Mind to be Ann. it Go* If* 
thus exceffively geperous, I hppe they will pay the J)educ- t ' J 3 *"* , 
tkms they made oat of their own Pockets ; I am fure, if ~~~ 

they do not, our Merchants hare very juft Grounds to call 
tbem to an Account. But, my Lords, there is a great Dif- 
ference betwixt a Stipulation to pay Money, and the a&ual 
Payment of it. Notwithstanding what was &id by the noble 
Lord about the Difficulties of our being paid in any other 
Manner than that ipecified by this Convention, I cannot but 
be of Opinion, that if his Catholic Majefty had been fincere- 
\f dtfpoied to pay this Money, he might have eafiry com- 
manded fuch a Sum as 99,000 /. 

* However, there is fornething very inconfiftent in the. Al- 
lowance made for the Spanft fleet deftroy'd in the Naval 
Aftton twenty Years ago. If we had ever difown'd the 
Joftjce of oar attacking them at that Time, if we had ever 
called any of oar Officers or Minifters to an Account for 
what happen'd, it would have been jull in us to have given 
tbem Satisfaction for the Lofs they then fuitain'd. But, fa 
far from that, my Lords, the A&ion was applauded by every 
Power abroad, it was approv'd of by our Government at 
Home, and the Admiral, who conducted the Expedition, was, 
lor his* good Service then performed, created a Lord, by a 
wife and difcerning Prince : So that, my Lords, from this 
Stipulation, it may be truly (aid of our Government, that it 
approves at Home, what it dare not juftify Abroad, 

* The Importance of the fourth Article, my Lords, has 
been greatly magnified, even fa far, as to mew that his Ca- 
tholic Majefty repofes entire Confidence in our Court, fince 
he thereby agrees to pay by his Governors in New Stain a 
Sum that, for aught he knows, may have been paid abroad. 
But this, my Lords, can never pafs with any Man, who ob~ 
ferves in what Manner things are manag'd betwixt the Court 
of Sfsin, and the Governors of their Settlements in America* 
The Court knows very well that thefe Governors are neither 
obliged nor willing to make any fuch Payment. And, even ' 
though the Value of thefe Ships were actually paid, I do not 
fee how the Spanifi Court can be faid to repofe any Confi- 
dence in his Majefty, or the Miniftry here. For, my Lords, 
as the whole Sum of 9; ,000 /. is not payable till four Month* 
after the Ratification, the Sfamjh Court had fnfficient Time^ 
betwixt the figning this Convention and Ac Term of Pay* 
ment, to inform themfelves whether this Money had been 
paid or net. If it has been paid, they have only to acquaint 
their MininVr here, and he will, no doubt, take Care to dif • 
count it oat of the whole Sum ; fo that, I thinks my Lords^ 
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jtWe 12 p*Q,If.they have taken Care that we fhould not over-reach them in 

m*-9' , this Article. 

' 1 have but two more Facts to trouble your Lordfhips 
with ; but they are of fuch a Nature, as to fervc clearly to 
inform us ia what Manner the Spaniards intend to fulfl this 
Convention, and in what Senfe they underftand the Treaties 
now fulfilling betwixt us and them. The firft Fact Is upon 
the Face of the Convention itfelf. The fecond feparate Ar- 
ticle, my Lords, flipulates, that the Owners of the Ship the 
jSucctJs fhali give Security to the Span'jk Miniftcr at London % 
to abide by v%hat (hall be determined by the plenipotentiaries 
with regard to that Ship. And, my Lords, by the fame Ar- 
ticle it is owned, that that Ship was taken as fhe was coming 
from the Ifland of Antigua. Thus, my Lords, we fee ia 
exprefs Terms, that it is admitted by our Minifters to be a 
doubtful Cafe, whether or not a Ship failing from one of our 
own Iflands, not fo much as pretended to he near one of the 
Spanijb C domes, may be a lawful Prize. After this unforced, 
genuine Import of this Article, what becomes of all the 
Coi.cefiions made to us. on the Part of Spain, by this Con- 
vention ? If the Merchants of this Natiqn (hall find, that a 
Ship failing from one of our own Colonies, under Englifo 
£o.ours a and navigated by Englifitnen, is confifcable by the 
Spaniard*, or, at ie.il, that it is doubtful if (he is. confifcable 
or not, who amongil them can be fuppofed To foolifh, as to 
hazard one Shil.ing of their Life els oirJx>ard a Ship in thefe 
£eas, where their Enemies can act with fuch InjufUce and 
Impunhy? I know, my Lords, it has been faid, that thia 
Reference to the Plenipotentiaries is only with regard to the 
Value which is to be paid for the Ship, m cafe fhe is notfpe- 
cincally reflor'd ; but, by the W ords of the Article itfel£ it 
;s quite otherwise. Foj- this Ship was taken on the 14th Day 
of April % in the 1 uh Year of his prefent Majefty, and the 
l)e termination of all Cafes of Capture, that have happened 
fince Detimbtr kill, is referred to thefe Plenipotentiaries to be 
determined according to Treaties. So that, my Lords, this 
Article fays, in effect, that it bejng doubtful by Treaties 
tow far an EngHJb Ship, failing from an Engiifi Colony to 
Great-Britain, is liable to be feized and confiscated by the 
Spaniards, therefore the Senfe of thefe Treaties muft be de- 
termined py two Spanijb an^l two. Britijh Plenipotentiaries. 

' The next Fact, my Lords, I am to mention, is a Facl 
which your Lordlhips heard at the Bar of this Houfe, from 
the Pexfqn wfo was principally concerned. It is the Cafe 
of Ca.pt. Vaughav, who was taken by the Spaniards y his Ship 
corticated, anu'himfelf imprifoned at Cadiz? where he wa% 
Jet^iiiedlor fevend Wee^s after the Convention was figned. 

* ' " 'toy 
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J.fy Lords, this was a plain Explanation on the pan of Spat*, Ain.ii Cea. tft 

that her M killers underftood the Treaties named in this J7S*-9« 
Convention, in a Scnfc quite different from that of this Hoofe ; 
and that fhe ft ill expedb, nay, is refolved, to exercife, not 
only her Claim of flopping, fearching, and confifcatine our 
Ships, but the Right which fhe has ufurped of imprisoning 
and maltreating the Subjeds of this Nation. This, my 
Lords, our hliniftcrs themfelves cannot but be fenfible of, 
fince it appears, that our Plenipotentiary at that Court ufed 
his utmoft Endeavours to obtain the Captain's Releafe, but 
all in vain, till they had fatisfied their Malice. Our Mini* 
flcr, my Lords, prefented Memorial after Memorial; but 
that Captain's Letters plainly and honeftly tell us, it is not 
Memorials that will he.il his Wounds. My Lords, the man- 
ly Expre&ons in thofe Letters, that Language of Liberty in 
a State of Confinement, touched me to the Quick. And thb 
Faft, jny Lords, mud give us fufficiently to underftand, that 
the Spaniards will think themfelve* under nq manner of Ob* 
ligation, from the Convention, to difcontinue their Depre- 
dations and Barbarities. For if, as the noble Lord infilled, 
this Treaty is a Difavowal of their unjuft Claims, why did 
they continue the Exercife of them, in the Perfon of this 
Man, after that Difavowal was made ? 

' Having faid thus much, my Lords, with regard to the 
Convention itfelf, I (hall trouble your Lordfhips with a very few 
V/ords on the Subject of the Addrefs moved for. Addrefles 
from the Parliament to the Crown have always been, or ought 
at leaft to have been, looked upon as the beft Informations 
which the Prince can receive, not only of the Intereft, but 
the Senfe of the Nation. And, my Lords, if we agree to 
this Addrefs, I am afraid we (hall ad contrary both to the 
Duty we owe to his Majefty, and that Regard we ought to 
have to the People : We (hall miflead his Majefty into a Be- 
lief that this Convention is for the Intereft of the Nation ; 
and we (hall wrong the Subjects, by mifreprefenting their 
Senfe. I believe, my Lords, the greateft Friend that our 
Minifter has, will not affirm that the Nation is not thoroughly 
and univerfally diifatisfiecf with this Meafure. I am far from 
being aeainft our exprefling the warmeft Sentiments of Duty 
and Auction to his Majefty. I know his paternal Regard 
for every Thing that concerns his Subjects, and that he is as, 
ready to regrets their Grievances, as they are to lay them 
before him. We have repeated Afturances, from his own 
Mouth, that he is (enfibly concerned for the Hardfhips they 
feffer by the Injuftice of the Spaniards. And, my Lords, if 
we fhould, by an ill-timed Addrefs, tell him that they are 
removed by this Convention, we thereby pay a Compliment 
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h/wCfo. fT to the Thrane, that may be fatal both to ourfclves and to 
«73*-9- . Pofterity. 

4 I think, in j Lords, I have made it appear that this Con- 
vention k deftrudtivc and diihonourable to this Kingdom, 
and fo far from healing the yet bleeding Wounds which our 
Commerce has received, that it lays it open to greater In- 
felte, and expofes the Perlbns of our Sailors to, if pofiib!e, 
iHl! greater Barbarities. Can we congratulate the Crown for 
bringing the Demands of its Subjects to a final Adjustment, 
when the Sum ftipulatcd for their Relief amounts not to the 
Value of the Fourth Part of what they have loft ? When the 
Payment uo of that poor Pittance is precarious ? Can we fay 
that a Foundation is laid for accomplishing the great and de- 
finable Ends of obtaining future Security, and preferring the 
Peace between the two Nations, when it is evident, beyond 
all Contradiction, that future Security is fo far from being 
ebtain'd, or a Foundation for it laid, that no other Founda- 
tion is laid, but for a Claim abfokttely and irretrievably to 
mtn all our Colonies, all our Interefts, all our Commerce in 
thefe Parts ? This may irdeed be faid to preferve Peace rje- 
twixt the two Nations, becaufe it wUl difable us from ever 
being in a Condition to make War. 

' In fhort, my Lords, our AH may be (aid now to be at 
Stale*.' Upon your LorcHhips Behaviour To-day depends 
the Fate of the Britfjb Nation. I don't often fpeak in the 
learned Languages : But 1 am afraid, my Lords, the pro- 
phetic Fhraie, which I once heard a moft learned Lord pro- 
nounce, V$mt Jumma Dies, will now be verified. This Na- 
tion has, my Lords, hitherto maintained her Independancy, 
by maintaining her Commerce ; but if either is weakened, 
the other muft fail. It is by her Commerce, my Lords, that 
foe has been hitherto enabled to ftand her Ground againft 
ftil the open and fecret Attacks of the Enemies to her Reli- 
gion, Liberties, and Conftkution. It is from Commerce* 
my Lords, that I behold your Lordihips within thefe Walls, 
a free, an independant Aifembly ; but mould any Confidera- 
tions influence your Lordmips to give fo fatal a Wound to 
rhe IntereH and Honour of this Nation, as your agreeing to 
this Addreis, it is the laft Time 1 (hall have occafion to trou- 
ble this Houfe. For, my Lords, if we are to meet only to 
give a San&an to Meaiures that overthrow all our Rights, 
J fhonld look upon it as a Misfortune for me to be either 
Acceftary or Witneis to fuch a Compliance. I will not only 
repeat what the Merchants told your Lordfhips, That tbeir 
Trade is ruined : I will go farther, I will fay, The Nobility 
is ruined, the whole Nation is undone. For I can call this 
Treaty nothing elfc but a Mortgage of your Honour, a Sujv 
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lender of yotir Liberties. I therefore hope thai your Ixmi- Ann* saO«ot*\ 
Ihips will aflbme that Chancier which dignifies this Houfc: »7S 8 ^ , 
That you will be the impartial, the uninfluenced Advifersof *"■' ' *""' "•* 
he Majefty on this mat and decinve Amur. And that, if 
you present any Addicts on this Occanon, k may be men 
as will (peak the Sentiments of every dimuerened Man in the 
Kingdom, and a Funmcn not to be ihaken by any Con- 
federacy whatever. But, my Lords, what Reafon is there 
to fear that France, or any other Nation, wifl abet Spain in 
her unwarrantable Claim of Dominion in the American Sea, 
or her unreasonable Interruption of Commerce > It is Com- 
merce, my Lords, which enriches Trance ; it is Commerce, 
which rapports the French ; from that Fountain flow all their 
Wealth, Strength and Glory. Can we therefore imagine 
that any Nation, whoie Intenefts have to close a Dependence 
upon a free and uninterrupted Navigation, will enter into 
any Measures, in Conjunction with Spain, to oppofe thole 
Rights of another People, which would to nearly, to iemV 
bfy aflea themfehres ? Upon thefe and many other Confl- 
derations, which I have no Occanon to trouble your LordV 
fliips with the Repetition of, I will pay the laft Duty to Mf 
Country, and put my Negative upon this Queraon/ 

The Bilhop of SaJiJhmry. 

« My Lords, It may feem a very bold Undertaking, after B&op of fc$) 
what has Men from the noble Lord who was but up, to at- fay, 
tempt to Jpeak in favour of the Convention. Tne noble 
Loid, who has improved his great natural Talents by lone 
Experience and Obfervatkm, has given to many Reafims, and 
with Inch Strength, agaiuft this Meamre, that nothing but 
an entire Conviction of its being for the Honour and Intereft 
of this Nation, could have induced me to trouble your Lord- 
fiups with any Thing by way of Reply to what Ins Lordfhip 
has advanced. But, my Lords, when I coander, that there 
is no Mind fo dffinterefted, no Judgment to found, as not, on 
certain Occasions, to be firiceptible of Prejudice, and a wrong 
Bias, I think it my Duty to lay before you my Reafons why 
1 approve of this Addrefe. And this I am inclined the ra- 
ther to do, because the noble Lord has not, to my Appre- 
hension, fpoke to what contenedly ought to be the Founda- 
tion of all Treaties, I mean the Juxice and Equity of the 
Thing, abftiacwxi from all other Coofiderations. If, my 
Lords, I (hall make it appear to your Lordwips SatisfaclioAy 
that this Convention is not only founded oa both, but is a* 
peeabx to the trueft Maxims of Policy, I know the noble 

Lord's 
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Aim. 11 Own n. Lord's Guidoor is fuch, that he will readily 'agree to this 
1738-4. Motion. On the other hand, my Lords, if any Lord ihail 
' anfwer what I have to fay to the Satisfa&ion of this Houfe, 
if it fhall be evinc'd, that this Convention deferves ail the 
hard Names the noble Lord has bellowed on it, I /hall be 
very ready to own my felf under the Power of Prejudice, and 
to agree to any Cenfure your Lordihips fhall think fit to pais 
upon it. 

' But, my Lords, before I enter into the Merits of the 
Convention it felf, give me leave to fay fomewhat with Re- 
gard to what is properly the Subject' of this Debate. And 
£rft» my Lords, I muft obferve, that there cannot be any 
Danger, as the noble Lord apprehends, in approving of tins 
Addrefs, even though we ihould difapprove of the Conven- 
tion. For, what do your Lordihips fay in the Addrefs ? 
You thank his Majefty for laying this Convention before this 
Houfe. My Lords, this has been the Language of this 
Houfe, ever fince it was a Houfe, as often as the Crown has 
thought fit to communicate to it any Treaty, or any Aft of 
the Prerogative : Therefore, I am fure, no Exception can 
be taken at this Claufe. VV e next exprefs our juft Senfe of 
the Royal Care in bringing the Demands of the Britijb Sub* 
jecls to a final Judgment, and procuring an exprefs Stipulati- 
on for a fpeedy Payment. My Lords, 1 believe no Body 
pretends to deny this has been done, and I believe it will be 
as little difputed, that this is the proper Iffue to which the 
Demands of our Merchants ought to have been brought. 
We then thank his Majefty for laying a Foundation for ac- 
complilhing the great and defirable End of obtaining future 
Security : And, my Lords, notwithftanding all that the no- 
ble Lord, who fpoke laft, has advanced on this Head, I 
don't think he has laid one Word, which can prove that this 
Convention has not laid fuch a Foundation. The Conven- 
tion plainly fbpulates, that the Treaties now in force betwixt 
the two Crowns, fhall ferve as a Direction for the Plenipo- 
tentiaries. If thefe Treaties are not a Direction, my Lords, 
I ihould be glad to know by what other Rule our Plenipoten- 
tiaries could aft, or what better Foundation could be laid. 
I am fure your Lordihips, upon them, built the Refolutions 
you came to upon this Subject, and we never yet heard of 
any other Security we could claim for our Rights of Navi- 

FLtioa and Commerce, but Treat es. "Therefore, my Lords, 
think there can be no Matter of Objection to our agreeing 
to this Part of the Addrefs. 

* But, my Lords, the next Paragraph, in my Opinion* 
contains a full Anfwer to all that has fallen from the noble 
Lord .who fpoke laft, with regard to our future Security. 

His 
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Hk Lardihip infifted, that, in this Convention, your Rights Ann, iaCeo» U. 
of Navigation ought to have been cxprefly fecured agawft *7&-9- 
all Violation in time to come. My Lords, let us fee how ^ 
that Matter (binds. The Spaniards and we have Differences ; 
we fit oat a Fleet to give Strength to our Negotiations ; and 
tbey offer to treat. But our Differences are fo many, and 
the Cafes fo intricate, that the definitive Stroke mult be a 
Work of Time However, they foon agree to a Prelimi- 
nary, in which they acknowledge the Validity of thofe Trea- 
ties, by Virtue of which we claim our Right not to be in- 
terrupted in our Commerce. This, my Lords, is the plain 
and undeniable Fadt But what follows r The Preliminary 
conies to be confidered in this Houfe, and the noble Lord 
objeSs to it, becaufe it is not a definitive Treaty. No, my 
Lords ; but it ties the Miniliry down from making any Trea- 
ty in Confequence of this Preliminary, but fuch a Treaty as 
mdi effectually fecure you againil all the Encroachments you 
have hitherto complained of. You tell his Majeity's Mini- 
tiers, by this Addrefs, that you are not to be Satisfied with 
any Treaty, in which proper Prvwfion JkaU not be made for 
Redreji of the Grievances fo \uflly complained of, and par* 
ticularly that the Fret dim of Navigation and Commerce in 
the American Seas may be effectually fecured to bis Britiih 
Subjects, that tbey may enjoy unmolrfted, pray mark, my 
Lords, their undoubted Right of navigating and currying on 
7rade and Commerce, from one Part of bis Majefiy^s Domi- 
nions to another \ without being liable to be flopped t <vifited or 
ft arched on the open Seas* or any other Violation or InfraQion 
»f the f aid Treaties. 

' Can Words be ftronger than thefe, my Lords, to fignify 
your Lordfhips Zeal for having the Rights of this Nation 
put oat of all queiiion, and beyond all Violation ? They 
contain almoft the very Words of your Lordfhips Refoki- 
tions, and the very thing which the noble Jx>rd, who fpoke 
laft, has been pleading or : So that the noble Lord's Argu- 
ments could not be againll our agreeing to this Addrefs, but 
agninft our Miniflry, who have not performed Impollibilities 
in making a definitive, inilead of a preliminary, Treaty, and . 
in not working Miracles, by changing the natural Phlegm of * 
the People, they were to treat with, into all the Vivacity 
and Difpatch which the Impatience of our People at Home 
requires. There is nobody, Iamfure, knows better than 
the noble Lord does, that, if you treat with a People, you 
are to treat with them according to their predominant Ge- 
nius and Difpofition ; you are to yield to their Humours, 
that you may thereby gain a ^reat deal to your own Inte- 
reft. And it is well known, my Lords, that the Spaniards 
are a People who will give up a Point of (ntc reft, before 
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Ana. w Geo. It they will give up a Point of Form. Therefore, as you pre- 
173 8^9. ferred Peace, if it could be had upon reafonable Terms, and 
as every thinking Man in the Kingdta was, 1 believe, fen- 
fible that a War with Spain was to be avoided, if we could 
do it confidently with our Honour ; 1 don't think that our Mi- 
niftry could have anfwered to this Houfe, and to the Nation, 
if they had acted any otherwise than they have done. 

' Having faid thus much with reg/.rd 10 the Addrefe, I 
come now, my Lords, to fpeak to what I proposed, the 
Nature of the Rights lor which we contend, as founded on 
Reafon, My Lords, I am very fenfible that the Spaniards 
have been guilty of grofe Violations of Treaties, and, give 
me leave to fay, that by this Convention they appear to be 
fenfible of it themfelves. Therefore, by what 1 have to 
fay upon this Head, J don't in the leaft intend to jiritify them 
in their Violer.cies. Nor, my Lords, do I intend in the 
lead to weaken our Right to an uninterrupted Exercife of 
our Trade and Navigation on the American teas. I»hope, 
my Lords, that our M inift ry will obtain as full an Ackow- 
ledgment of them all, as the bed Friend of this Nation 
wifnes. All my Intention is to prevent, as much as any 
thing I can fay can prevent it, the Miftakes which may 
otherwife arife about the Search and Vint, from which we 
plead an Exemption ; and the rather, becaufe the noble 
Lord, in what he faid formerly, and ton this Occafion* has, 
I think, pleaded for an Exemption which we cannot claim, 
either by Treaties, by the Law of Nations, or by the Practice 
of Nations. 

• By the ftrft general Treaty, my Lords, which we have 
with Spain, it is ftipulated, That when a Ship of War be- 
longing to the one Nation mail meet with a Trading Veflel 
belonging to the other, that Ship of War may vifit fuch a 
Veflel, and if Proh bited Goods arc found on loard, they 
are confifcable. This Treaty, my Lorfe, extends to the 
mutual Fofleflions of both Crowns in America, as well as in 
Europe ; and there being no Reftriction to prevent this 
Vifit taking Place in Amtrica> as well as in Europe, it was 
plainly the Intention of the Contracting Powers, that no 
4uch Exemption mould be pleaded by either, as the noble 
Lord contends for. The next 'I rcaty was made three Years, 
or I believe, not above two Years, after, and was reftridted 
to America alone. And, my Lords, this la ft Treaty con- 
firms, in the very firft Article, all the Stipulations of the pre- 
ceding one, which it exprefly mentions. The mutual Pro* 
hibition of Trade is, by the eighth Article of this Treaty, re- 
peated, though not more effectually ftipulated, than it was 
by the preceding one ; but this only proves, that the Con- 
tracting Powers look'd upon that Prohibition, as the mat 
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Bans upon which aH their Negotiations were to be founded : Ann. it Geo. II. 
For we find, that the Treaty of Utrecht mentions the fole Pof- m J U^9* 
feffion of the Sfani/h Indus remaining to that Crown, as " 
the principal Consideration which was to be regarded. 
But, my Lords, what does this prove ? Does it prove, as 
the noble Lord contends for, thit our Ships can only be vi- 
ficed in their Ports and Harbours ? My Lords, give mc 
Jeave to fay, that if Treaties are wreiled in this manner, 
there is not a Treaty fubMing betwixt us and any Power 
in Europe, which may not be conflrued to Purpofes that de- 
ftroy the very End for which it was made. By all the 
Treaties in force betwixt us and the Spaniards, the Advan- 
tages anting from the Trade with their Settlements in Ame- 
rica are reierv'd to them ; this is undeniable ; but, accord- 
ing to the noble Lord, thefe very Treaties admit of a Con- 
5r u&ion that puts it in our Power to run away with all that 
Trade, for it feems that a mutual Prohibition of Trade, 
is the very Thing by which we defeat dl the inten- 
tion of fuch a Prohibition, and make the Property of each 
Crown common to the other. I fpeak, my Lords, of the 
Property of England as well as of Spain, becaufe, as the Pro- 
hibition is mutual, the Advantages arXmg from that Prohi- 
bition ought likewife to be mutual. Now, my Lords, give 
me leave to fugged to your Lordfhips in what manner we 
mould reafon, and how we fhould behave, if our Share of 
Property in Amrica were larger than that of Sfa/'n, and if 
that of Spain were no larger than ours is at prefent. Should 
we, my Lords, fuffer the very Means that are agreed upon 
as the proper Method of fecuring that Property, to be the 
very Means of its being render'd quite ufelefs to us ? Con- 
fider, my Lords, how the Cafe (lands at prefent : We have 
no Trade, we fay, with the Spanijb Settlements in America, 
therefore there can exilt no Object of Search. Therefore, 
let oar Ships be feen hovering about their Coafts for Days, 
nay Weeks together, thev are not to afk any Queftions ; as 
long as we don't go into their Ports and Harbours, they can't 
ieize or fearch, or (b much as vifit, provided we keep at 
Sea, though but a Piftol-mot from their Shores. Would we, 
my Lords, fuffer any People in the World to brave us in thai 
Manner ? Should they but pretend to do it, is there a Man 
in this Nation who would not exclaim, who would not call 
loudly out lor War to chailife their Injustice, and accufe 
our Miniftry of Cowardice, ihouid they refufe it ? To bring 
this Cafe, my Lords; ftill nearer home to our own : Let us 
confidcr in what manner we our felves think fit to treat all the 
other Nations of Europe* whom we fufpedl to be concerned 
in thoie Practices of wnich the Spaniards now accufe us. It 
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Ann. 12 Geo. II is true* they are obliged to give us the Honotr of the Flag, 
1 7$*-9« but this is a Right we don't claim by the Law of Nations, 
but by pofitive Treaties. But, my Lords, in what manner- 
do we a& when our Ships meet with any foreign Veffel that 
is hovering within two Leagues of our Coaft ? Why, my 
Lords, we do the very fame thing by them as the Spaniard* 
do by us in like Circumftances ; we flop them, we examine 
if they have not been concerned in a clandeftine Trade, in a 
Trade that is, or may be, detrimental to the Revenues of 
this Nation : And, my Lords, if we find that they have, 
the prohibited Commodities which they are laden with are 
feizeable and confifcable. By a late Law. my Lords, the 
Cafes liable to fuch Confiscation are regulated in fo drift a 
manner, that, had'the Spaniards proceeded againft our Ame- 
rican Ships, in like Circumftances, with the lame Sei'erity, 
we mflft have heafrd of a great many more Captures than we 
have. That Law enafts, that if a Ship (hall be found with- 
in two Leagues of our Coaft,' not proceeding on her Voyage 
with the firft Opportunity, and if fuch thip (hall have on 
board fix Pound Weight of Tea, or any Spirits m Cades un- 
der (ixty Gallons each, except the Seamens Allowance, which 
is two Gallons a Man, fuch Commodities become lawful 
Prize. 

' There is, my Lords, one Circumftance in our Commerce, 
that, I think, puts us entirely on the fame Foot with the 
Spaniards in America ; and that is*, the Cafe of our Wool 
Trade. Our Wool we reckon to be a Staple Commodity df 
this Nation. The Exportation of it, on any Pretence what- 
soever, is prohibited under the fevereft Penalties. The fame 
may be faid of our Tin, and our Fullers-earth And, my 
Lords, we pretend fpecifically to know thefe Commodities 
wherever they are found.^ Suppofe, ray Lords, one of our 
Ships of War (hould meet with a French Ship laden with our 
Wool, Tin, and Fullers earth, failing from England: If thefe 
Commodities (hould be found in fuch a Ship, and if our Cap- 
fains (hould feize them, would the French think they had a- 
i icht to reclaim fuch Commodities, becaufe they were not 
taken within the precife Bounds marked out by our A&s ot" 
Parliament ? A Ship of War, my Lords, has a Right to vifit 
the Trading Ships of another Nation in any Latitude, be- 
caufe they are to take caie that no Ship is concerned in any 
Trade, or in any Voyage, that may be detrimental to the 
Subjects, or the Revenue of the Crown they ierve ; nay, my 
Lords, a Ship of War, when (he has a Proof, or even a 
ftrong Prefumption, that z Trading Veffel of another Na- 
tion has any of our prohibited Commodities on Board, has 
a Right not only to Vifit, but to Search fuch Ships. My 
" Loids A 
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Lords, the Spaniards in their Settlements in America, have Ads. ?* Geo. TO 
the very feme Regulation with us in this" Refpeft. They *73*-9* 
kave certain Commodities there which may be called Staple, ^ 
and which, they fay, are fpecifically different from the fame 
Commodities in any other Part of the World. Of this Kind . 
b their Cocoa-nut, their Logwood, and their Silver Coin or 
Plate. It is true, that we pretend we have Logwood and 
Cocoa-nuts growing in our Plantations. But then the Spa- 
niards tell us, and I believe very juflly too, that there is as 
great a Difference betwixt our Cocoa-nuts and theirs, and 
our Logwood and theirs, as there is betwixt our Wool and 
that of any other Nation. Therefore, fay they, why will 
you deprive us of a Right which you yourfelves exercife in 
as extenfive a manner as we pretend to ? We (continue they) 
have fiill a better Right to vifit Ships on the American Seas, 
than you have of vifiting on the European. We pretend only 
to vim on the Seas that warn our own Coafts j and the In- 
tention of that Vifit is only to fecure to ourfelves thofe Ad - 
vantages that are ftipulated by Treaty, which you yourfelves 
do not difpute. 1 know, my Lords, that the Spaniards 
have abufed and extended this Claim to unwarrantable Ex- 
ceues ; and, my Lords, if I had reafon to think that thefe 
Abufes are countenanced by the Court of Spain , I fhould 
very willingly g*ve my Voice for chaftifing them in an ex- 
emplary Manner. But, my Lords, if we confider that the 
Cuarda Ccjias, by which thefe Abufes were committed, are 
not properly Ships belonging to to the Crown of Spain $ if 
we coi:fider, that it is impolnble for any Crown to prevent 
Abufes of that kind, and that they in effeft difavow them, 
I think, they ought to have no Influence upon our prefent 
Deliberation. 

* Upon the whole, my Lords, itjb evident that there are 
certain Points of Commerce, and Brtain Rights, which we 
cannot deny to Spain, without acting with the greateft Irt- 
confiftency and Injuftice on our Part. We cannot deny, that 
they have a Right to employ their utmoft Endeavous in pre- 
venting a dandefune Trade betwixt their own Colonies and 
any other Nation in the World but themfelves : That they 
have a Right to feize upon and conhTcate all Ships that are 
found carrying on luch a Trade, and are fole judges of all 
Cafes betwixt the Captors and the Owners of fuch a Ship. 

' We, on the other hand, my Lords, with great Jufhce, 
infift on a free Navigation betwixt one part of his Majefty's 
Dominions and another. We infill that this Freedom of 
Navigation be not interrupted by our Ships being ftopp'd or 
Jearch'd on the open Seas ; and this is a Right which the 
Spaniards have never yet expreisly denied us. So that, my 
i Lords, 



(76) 

Jbn. 11 Geo. p. Lords* when we confider the Matter cooly and without Prc- 
1738-9. ^ judice, there is no Difference betwixt us about the general 
Migbts 9 whkh each claims, but about the particular Manner in 
nv&icb thefe Rights are exrrcifed. We tell the Spaniards* 
thai though they have a Right to prevent all clandeftine 
Trace in their own Settlements, yet, that they ought not to 
exercnV that Right in fuch a Manner as to interrupt the Free- 
dom of our Navigation. The Spaniards, on their part, tell 
us, that we- arc not to abuie that Freedom of Navigation, 
which they acknowledge vv0 have a Right to, by exerciiing 
it in fuch a Manner as to give our Merchants an Oppor- 
tunity of Trading with their Colonies. This, my Lords, 
is the plain State or the Points in Difference betwixt us 
and Spain. Neither difputes the Rights of the other, but 
each difputes the exerciie of thefe Rights. Therefore, my 
Lords, all that remains to be done by* the Negotiators on 
both Sides, is, to reconcile the Exerci/e of our Rights of 
Navigation, to the Enjoyment of their Rights, to prevent 
a clandeftine Trade with their Settlements. This, my Lords, 
is what cannot be done by canvalfing the Words of any Trea- 
ty, becaufe no Treaties have provided againft all Abufes 
of this kind It can therefore be done only in the Method 
propofed by this very Convention, by appointing Plenipo- 
tentiaries on each Side, who are to meet and to fetde the 
proper Methods of regulating, or, if you will, of removing, 
all the Grievances fulfilling on either Side. 

' This, my Lords, cannot be done, but by each Side re- 
ceding a little from the Rigour of its Demands, and by our 
confidering the Intention as well as the Words of Treaties. 
There is no Treaty, my Lords, can be devifed by the Wit 
of Man, fo as to comprehend and provide for all the Cafes 
that may ariie from theAbufes of it, if either of the Parties 
concerned fhould refurfrto fubmit to a reafonable Explana- 
tion of its true Intention and Meaning, and juftify their A- 
bufes of it from their not being literally provided againft. The 
Treaty of the 23d of King Cbarle* II. whereon we found 
our Rights to a free Exerciie of Navigation, provides, that 
we may Jail from one Part of his Majefty's Dominions to 
another ;, but it does not provide tliat, in cafe our Ships mall 
be found hovering within Gun-fhot of the Spanijb Coafts, the 
Spaniards muft not flop and fearch thefe Ships, though they 
have the cleareft and mofl undeniable Proofs of their carrying 
on an illicit Trade. But, my Lords, becaufe no fuch Pro* 
vifion is made, would it be reafonable in us to iniift upon it, 
that it is a breach of that Treaty, for them to feize any Ship 
in. fuch Circumftances ? On the other hand, my Lords, fhould 
the Spaniards, becaufe a Prohibition of Trade with their 
Colonies is ftipulattd by that Treaty, under the colour of 
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preventing an illicit Trade, interrupt oar Freedom of Navi-Aim. iaGc* lft 
gation on the open Seas, I think we mould be warranted by *73*-9* 
all Laws Divine and Human, to bring them to a fevere Ac- * 
count. But, my Lords, if both Sides, without justifying thefe 
Excefles, (hall have Recourfe to the original Meanir.g of the 
Treaty, and take the Pains to examine into the proper Me- 
thods of preventing them, as is propoied by this Convention, 
I am pertwaded that each Party will have reafon to be fatif- 
ted. 

'The learned and noble Lord, who fpoke laft, took 
great pains to prove that the fecond Article of this Conven- 
tion is incofififtent with the Refolutions your Lordihips came 
to, the laft Seffion, on this Head- Bnt, my Lords, if I on* 
derfiood your Lordihips Intentions in coming to thefe Refo* 
lotions, yon did not intend them as Infractions to his Ma- • 
jelly's Minutes to juftify all the Abufes that may be introduced 
into that Commerce. You found that a free Navigation in 
thefe Seas was the undoubted Right of the Sbbjedb of Grtai 
Britain ; but you did not declare that, if the Subjects of 
Great Britain j in confequence of this Right, (hould carry on, 
oay, force a Trade with the Spanijb Settlements, the Trea- 
ties betwixt the two Crowns authorized fuch a Trade, and' 
that our Minifter (hould immediately declare War, if the 
Spaniards refused to acknowledge fuch a Trade to be lawful. 
Unlets your Lordihips did this, the Convention and your 
Lordflups Refolutions are exactly correfpondent to one an- 
other, fince the Treaties upon which your Refolutions were 
formed, are therein acknowledged, and laid down as the 
Ground-Work upon which our Plenipotentiaries are to pro- 
ceed. 

* My Lords, I fhould not have ventured upon thefe unpo- 
pular, but certain Truths, did I not know that I fpeak in an 
Affembry that has been always eminent for a ftrift Regard to 
Jdiice, whomfoever it may aflfett. What I have fald, my 
Lords, I am fure, if rightly considered, can never injure 
any of the Rights of this Nation, far lefs can it ju&ify 
any of the unwarrantable Claims or Practices of the Spa- 
niards. Let our Rights of Navigation remain inviolate, let 
the Commerce of this Kingdom extend, and her Interefts 
profper; but, my Lords, do not let us endeavour to ad- 
vance thefe Interefts by means that Juifice cannot warrant, 
and proftirute the Faith of this Nation *to gratify a miftaken 
Notion of her Honour. We never can vindicate her Ho- 
nour fo effectually, as by maintaining the Faith of Treaties, 
by infifting upon nothing that is not ftridly warranted by 
them, ana by our Readineis to fubmit every doubtful Point 
to a fair and an amicable Diicufhon. It is no Sign of true 
Courage, my Lords, for us to tell airy People that we know 
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Jim. is Se>.II w£ are in the Right, and if they won't yield to us, they nuft 
'73^-J9. f fight us. If we confult Hiftory, my Lords, we mail find 
* that Succefs very feldom attends any People, who fet them- 
felves up for the Bullies of Mankind. I he Reafon is plain : 
AH Nations are againft fuch a People, and if the fear of 
their Power mould hinder them a while from acting openly 
againft them, they never fail fecretly of taking all Ad van- 
tages to humble them. The Romans themfelvcs, my Lords, 
though their Power was very great, yet, even when they 
were in the height of their Glory, never refufed to hearken 
to Reafon ; and we find them often fubmitting to treat, 
where, had they entered into War, they Jiad been fure to 
conquer. If this Maxim, my Lords, was a good one a- 
mongft a People who maintained themfelvcs in their Con- 
quers by Arms, much more ought it to be cherimed by us, 
who fubfift by Trade. Trade, my Lords, may be ruined 
even by a fuccelsful War, and recovered by an indifferent 
Peace. I would not be underftood, my Lord:--, that we are 
to give up any of our juft Rights, or that we are to foe to 
the Spaniards for Peace : No> my Lords, this very Conven- 
tion is Sufficient Proof, that we treat with them on an equal, 
nay, £ fuperior Footing ; and if a definitive Treaty fliail be 
concluded in Confequence of this preliminary one, we may 
juftly fay, that we have given Peace, and not received it. 
As a Proof of this, my Lords, let us confider the Behaviour 
of the Spaniards fome time ago, compared with what it is 
at prefent : And whoever does this, my Lords, will find that 
they have yielded up many Points, and thofe material ones, 
and we have not given up one. 

*,This, my Lords, has not been attempted to be denied by 
the noble Lord himfelf, who fpoke lait j and 1 believe every 
considering Man of this Nation would have blamed the Mi- 
nilbry, had they plunged the Nation into a War without any 
Neceifity. But, my Lords, it has been the Fate of all Minilters, 
that ever ferved this Nation, that, let their Meafures be ever 
fo juft, and their Zeal ever fo difinterefted, a Party has been 
always found amongft ourfelves, to accufe them of Wicked - 
nefs or Weaknefs. They, who are refolvcd to find Fault, 
right or wrong, will never want Pretences. J, my Lords, 
have lived long enough to fee Meafures quite oppofite to one 
another approved of by the fame Party. 1 have heard the 
Miniftry accufed of Raflinefs by thofe in the Oppofuion for 
entering into a War with Spain I heard them now ace u fed 
of Pufillanimity for endeavouring to preferve a Peace with 
her, and I may, perhaps, live long enough yet to fee rh« 
Convention as univerfally applauded, as it is now induftrioufly 
decry 'd. They in the Oppofition, my Lords, have mau y 
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Adrantages, without Doors, over tbofe in the Miniftry. Ann. 14 Geo. ft. 
They have the Happinefs of being looked upon by the People '73^9- 
as dvocarei for their Rights. ^This givo great Weight to all y 
ti'iCy lay cr print. They iikewife never fiil to cover all their 
Jkiigm with a Word tiiat is dear to every Free-born People^ 
Ubtrty. This, my Lords, gives them a fine Field for De- 
clamation ; and there is nothing fo abfurd, or fo ridiculous, 
tkt wLl not beget a popular Prejudice in its Favour, if they 
have Art enough to colour it with that fpecious Appearance, 
For this Rcafon, my Lords, the Cry without Doors has very 
little Influence with me*, any farther than to give me a fen- 
fiblc Pleailzre, in reflecting that all our Liberties are fafe, 
ikce even the Abufe of them pafles unpunished. My Lords, 
there is nothing can be a greater Proof, that the Dangers to 
uhich our Liberties are faid to be expofed, are groundlefs, 
than the very Freedom with which People fuggeit that we 
are in any fuch Danger. If Liberty were in danger, my 
Lo ds, no Man durlt be fo hardy as to tell the World that it 
ii fo ; and if this Convention were fo disgraceful to this Na- 
tion, as fome pretend, our Miniilry would have made a far- 
ther Stretch of their Power ; they would have rendered it 
unfafe for any Party to have cenfured their Conduct with fo 
much Freedom. Former Miniiters, my Lords, have acted in 
this manner ; even good Miniflers have proceeded to Severi- 
ties under half the Provocation the prefent Adminiftration 
has met with. But, my Lords, we have nothing of that kind 
to fear now ; his Majeity fubmits the Conduct of his Mini- 
iters to your Examination, their Meafures mud Hand or fall, 
S3 you approve or cenfure. 

4 1 would not have faid fo much, my Lords, upon a Sub- 
ject that has no immediate Relation to this Queftion, had not 
the noble Lord, who fpoke laft, feem'd to think that our 
agreeing to this Addrefs, an Addrefs of Duty, my Lords, to 
hi .Vlajefty, would give a fatal Blow to the Liberty of this 
Nation, and render it urmecefikry for any Lord, hereafter, 
to attend the Duties of this Houfe I (hail, therefore, trou- 
ble your Lordfhips no farther, than to add a few Obferva- 
tions on what fell from the noble Lord, on the other Articles 
of this Convention. 

c His Lordfhip thought it extremely unreafonable, that 
this Convention did not provide an adequate Reparation for 
all that our Sailors have fuffered in their Periods from the 
Cp.zaiarJs I fhould have been extremely glad, my Lords, 
if fuch a Reparation could have been obtained; and I believe 
this Houfe would be obliged to his Lordihip, if he would 
take Pains to point out in what manner fuch a Satisfaction 
can be effected. It mud firft appear, that the Parties who 
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Ann/i* Geo. It. differed, applied to the Court of Spain for Relief j that they 
# *73 8 -$» § profecuted the Authors of their Suffering, and prov'd the 
' Facts they alledged, and that the Government of Spain had 
approved of their Conduct, and juftified their Barbarities ; or 
it mud appear, that thefe Courts were not open to their Re- 
lief, and that they were neceflitatcd to apply to the Govern- 
ment here. My Lords, I never heard of any Inftance of 
that kind ; and, though there had been any fuch Initance, I 
doubt the Spaniards are not without Complaints on their 
Part too, of the Injuflice of our Governors. Confider, my 
Lords, how long it is ago fmce our People in Jamaica ufed 
to go and force a Trade with the Spanijb Settlements ; how 
many Acts of Piracy were committed by our Subjects againft 
the Spaniards : Nay, my Lords, thefe Abufes proceeded fb 
far, that whole Fleets of Pirates, for 1 can call them no bet- 
ter, avowedly invaded the Property of Spain in thefe Seas j 
they fifh'd for Wrecks, to which no Subject of this Nation 
could have any Claim ; and, notwithftanding exprefs Pro- 
hibitions from our Court, committed every ad of Hoftility. 
My Lords, it would have been unjuft in the Court of Spain, 
to have declared War againft us for thefe Practices, or to 
have demanded an adequate Satisfaction from our Crown. 
No Miniftry can undertake to deliver up the Perfons of fuch 
Offenders, becaufe they take. Care to keep out of the Way ; 
and it is as difficult to give an adequate Satisfaction, fork is 
almoft impoffible to prove the Damages, becaufe, in fuch 
Cafes, one Party is always fure to reprefent the LofTes 
greater, and the others lefs, than they really are. This, 
my Lords, is exactly the Cafe betwixt Spain and us. We 
complain vtry juftly of our LofTes, ana they tell us that 
they will give us full Satisfaction for thofe Lofles that we 
make appear ; but that it is unreafonable to infift on full Re~ 

Saration for all the Damages that our Subjects have fu- 
ained by theirs ; and that too, without any other Proof 
than the bare Evidence of the Sufferers themfelves This, my 
Lords, is all that we can in juftice exact ; and, I believe, is 
more than ever was granted before in any fuch Cafe. Be- 
fides, my Lord?, if we confider the Thing impartially, we 
fhall find that we have no Reafon to complain ; for, as the 
noble Lord who fpoke firfk in this Debate, obferv'd, their De- 
mands were much greater than the Sum ftipulated for their 
Satisfaction ; and we are not obliged, by this Convention, to> 
£ay them the fourth Part. As to the Reafons advanced by 
the noble Lord, againft our making them any Satisfaction at 
all for the Ships taken in the Mediterranean, I think they 
are fuch as our CommifTaries could not properly judge <xf 9 
lecaufe they were to act by Treaties and pofitive Stipulations, 
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and id lave bo Regard to particular Incidents. Now, my Am. " Ceo.IJL 
Lords, as we are obliged by intermediate Treaty, to give l *]}** ' 
them Satisfaction for thefe Ships, if they were not actually, 
delivered up, and, as it is evident they never were, oar Mi- 
niiler there had nothing to do but to confider how to make 
the beft Bargain he could. But, fays the noble Lord, it was 
owing to the Spaniards themfelves, that the Ships were not 
actually delivered to their Commiilaries. My Lords. I be 
lieve, if the Ships bad been worth the Rxpence of carrying 
to SpmJn, they would not have refufed them* But, my 
Lords, the Truth of the Matter is, that they were in fo bad 
a Condition, they were fo mherabJy battered, and had been 
Jo ill taken care of, when in our PofTcflion, that they were 
unfit for all Service, and therefore carried out of the Har- 
bour, and funk in the Sea* My Lords, it is very poflible the 
Spaniards thought that we had induiirioufly put them in fuch 
a Condition, that they might be difabled from all future Ser- 
vice. Whether this was the Cafe or not, is of no Impor- 
tance in the prefent Queftion ; I (hall only take the liberty 
to fay, that 60,000 /. is a cheap Price for the Remains of 
all the naval Power of Spain, If the Ships had been in any 
Condition of being refitted, they might have been foon of 
greater Detriment to this Nation, than all that Sum. I 
don't know what the prefent naval Power of Spain is, but be 
it what it will, it has been all raifed fince the Action in the 
Mtditerrantan y for in that Action it was effectually ruin'd. 

'As to the other Articles of the Convention, my Lords, 
which the noble Lord has objected to, I will be very free to 
own to your Lordfhips, that I have not examined them with 
the fame Attention as his Lordfhip has done ; but I think his 
Lordfhip's principal Objection was, to our fuffering the Cafe 
of the Ship's failing from Antigua, to be fubmitted to tho 
Determination of the Plenipotentiaries. In anfwer to this, 
my Lords, I can only fay, that if the Cafe of this Ship be 
as unexceptionable as his Lordfhip feems to think it is, the 
Provifion made by the Convention, is fufficient to indemnify 
the Owners. But, my Lords, it is very hard for us to pro- 
nounce, at this diitance, what particular Circumftonces might 
have given rife to this Stipulation. For though the Spaniards 
had moft certainly no manner of Right to leize any Britijb 
Ship in the Latitude where that Ship was feized, yet, my 
Lords, if, after the committing this unwarrantable Act, they 
had full Proofs from what appeared by the Mailer's Papers, 
and the Ship's Cargo, that this Ship fince fhe left England, 
had been concerned in an illicit Trade, as nobody here can 
venture to fay fhe had not, will your Lordfhips be of Opinion 
that there did no* arife from this, at leait, foxne ground fog 
^738^. La a 
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Ann,™ Geo. II* a future DHcuflion > My Lords, I don't aflert that this is the? 
i 1 73 8 jjr Fad but it poffibly may, and I think we ought not to form 
Vin ~y — in/ an y fuddcn Judgment of it, till we know the Truth. 

* But whatever may be in this, it is certain that every wife 
Miniftry, my Lords, will give up a few Points of lefs ImDor- 
tance in order to fecure the general Interefb ; and in a Ne- 
gotiation of this Nature, many fuch Points occur : But I be- 
lieve the iVliniftry has managed with as much Caution, and 
with as great Tendernefs to the Interelb of our Merchants, 
as any IVliniftry ever did. 

* To conclude, my Lords, I think this Addrefs is but a 
bare Acknowledgment of our Duty and Gratitude to his Ma- 
jefty ; if we agree to the Motion, it will give a Weight to 
our future Negotiations, and it never can be attended with 
any bad Coniequenccs, becaufe the future Security of this 
Nation, the only Thing that now remains to be fettled, and 
the principal Thine that the Nation has all along defired. is 
exprefly provided for in the Words of the Addrefs propofed : 
So that, my Lords, it is really a Direftion, a Caution to the 
Minifters, that none of our juil Rights mall be given up by 
any iubfequent Treaty. But, my Lords, if we mould not 
agree to it, what have we to expeft but that the Enemies of 
the Nation will unite upon our Divifions ? They will take 
Courage, my Lords, from our Animofities : Therefore, my 
Lords, I am heartily for our agreeing to the Motion/ 

The Duke of Argjte 

fclwdf^jy?, ' My Lords, as I neither fpeak from Pamphlets nor Pa- 
pers, I cannot precifely tell your Lordfhips how long I fhall 
trouble you on this Occafion. It is an Afrair of as great Im- 
portance, I will venture to fay, as ever came before this 
Houfe. 1 have, my Lords, employed a great deal of Time 
in endeavouring to form a right Judgment Of it. I have 
examined it without Prejudice, I have endeavoured to find 
forr.ething in it that may be juftifled, f have viewed it, my 
Lords, in all the heft Lights it was capable of; but ftill, 
my Lords the more I confider, the more I view it, the 
moie difgraceful, the more deformed, does this Convention 
appear. 

' I have known, my Lords, I have read ©f Measures of 
this kind, that were, indeed, generally difliked by the Peo- 
ple, and were difadvantageous to the Nation ; but ftill, my 
i-ords, the Minhlers who carried on and concluded fuch 
KJeafures, had fomething to fay in their Juftiflcation. The 
Wfaknefs of the Nation, the Conveniency of Trade, the 
Strength of our Neighbours, or lome Consideration of that 
- - kin4 
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kind, was always pleaded as an Excufe. And fometimes, Ai».*i Gto. I£» 
though a Treaty was in the main disagreeable, or difhonour- l 1&-9- 
ab.e to the Nation, yet there were certain particular Claufes, «-i^— 
fome Advantages ihpulated, which, if they did not balance, 
fenred at leail to excufe the reft. But, my Lords/ this Con- 
?ention is not only difagreeable to every body without Doors,' 
bat it does not contain one Article that can be wrefted to 
have fo much as a favourable Afpeft for this Nation. To 
what, my Lords, can this be owing ? Is it owing to the 
V/eaknefs of the Nation ? Not at all ; this Nation is not 
weak ; fhe has Strength fumcient to crufh that Power that 
cruihes her. If me is poor, my Lords, the Government 
kth none of it ; for our Ministers are as largely {applied 
with Treafure as thofe Miniiiers were, under whom this Na- 
tion made the Power .that now infnlts us, to tremble. Our 
Troops, my Lords, are more numerous, better cloathed 
than thofe Troops were, who once conquered this infolent 
Neighbour, and filled her Throne with a Monarch of our 
own making. I fee many Lords here, who, I am fare, re* 
member thefe glorious Times ; and if, my Lords, at that 
Time any one had ventured to foretel that this Nation 
would foon be reduced to the Neceffity of negotiating, for 
the Space of eighteen or twenty Years, to obtain men a 
Treaty as this is, was there a Man in the whole Nation that 
would have believed him ? 

' Have our Miniitry, my Lords, aught to plead in favour 
of this Meafure, becaufe it is for the Convenience of Trade ? 
My Lords every body, who underftands what Trade is, 
knows, that if this Convention is approved of by Parlia- 
ment, our Trade muft be irretrievably ruined. 

* Can it be pleaded, my Lords, that our Enemies are fa 
tlrong that we ought, in Policy, to yield a little to their 
Humours ? No, our Enemies are weak, they are ftrong only 
in our Fears. We, my Lords, are Mailers of that Element 
whereon theCaufe muft be decided i and let all our Enemies, 
either profeffed or (ecret, nay, let all the neutral Powers in 
Ewefe unite their naval Force, we have a Fleet now at Sea 
ttat is able to beat them all. But, my Lords, do we be* 
hive as if we had any fuch Superiority ? Have we fo much 
a 5 auerted the Honour of the Britijb Flag ? Have we not 
tamely given it up, given it up without the leail Reafon, 
To fir as appears to the World r What tho Reafons of our 
Minnlers may be, my Lords, for this Puiillanimity, I am 
entirely ignorant ; and as I am ignorant, I am innocent : 
For, my Lords, though 1 am a Privy Counfellor, I am 
as unacquainted with the Secrets of the Government as any 
private Gentleman who hears me, 

11 



(86) 

0m* r»0«o,IU ' I remember, far/ Lords, a very good Saying of a noble 

k a Z?*3* » Lord, who once fat in this Houfe, it was the late Lord 

V 11- W *-* Peterborough : When he was afked by a Friend, one Day, 

his opinion of a certain Meafure * (ays my Lord, in iome 

Surprize, * This is the sM Time I ever heard of it. Im- 

4 poffible (fayt the other why you are a Privy Counfetfor. 

* §o am I ( replies his Lordfhip) and there is a Cabinet Coun* 
' feilor coming up to ns juft now ; if you afk the (ame Que- 
4 fbon of him he'll perhaps hold his Peace, and then you'll 

* think he is in the secret ; but if he opens once his Mouth 

* about it, you'll find he knows as little of it as I do ' My 
Lords, it is not being in Privy Council, or in Cabinet Coun- 
cil, one muft be in the Minilter's Council to know the true 
Motives of our late Proceedings For my own part, my Lords, 
I can only euefi ae them, but 1 have difapproved of them thele 
eighte en Years ; I have difapproved of them in Public, in 
Private, and in ail Companies. Therefore my Lords, what 
I fpeak upon this occafion, I fpeak it as a Citizen of the 
World, and not as a Privy Counfellor. I fpeak the Lan- 
guage of an honeft and unprejudiced Heart, and what I can 
anfwer for to my King, my Country, and my GocL 

* So far, my Lords, as I can judge from the Tenour of 
our late Behaviour, our Dread of Franc* has been the Spring 
of all our weak and ruinous Meafures. To this Dread, my 
Lords, we have facrificed the moil diftinguifhing Honours of 
this Nation. This Dread of France, my Lords has chang'd 
every Maxim of right Government among us. There is no 
Meaiure for the Advantage of thisNation that has been fet on 
foot for these many Years, to which fhe has not given a Ne- 
gative ; there is no Meafure (b much to our detriment, into 
which fhe has not led ns. Your Lordfhips may remember, 
for it happened but a few Years ago, that a French Ship 
came into one of our Harbours with all her Sails up, and her 
Pendants flying ; and an Englijb Officer, who was but a Lieu* 
tenant of one of our Men of War, nrM at her to make her 
salute his Majefty's Ship. Your Lordfhips, I am fare, have 
not forgot what was the Cqnfequence : The Lieutenant, for 
barely doing his Duty, and which if he had not done, he 
muft have been brake, was difcharged the Service. It is 
true, my Lords, he was afterwards preferred, but not be- 
fore we, in order to gratify that haughty Court had fubm it- 
ted to die Infamy of breaking him. 

* Here, my Lords, was an 1 nuance wherein Great-Britain 
gave up the Point of which (he always has been, and always 
cmght to be the moft jealous ; I mean the Honour of her 
flag : And not only fo, my Lords, but punifhed a braye 
Officer for doing his Duty in our own Harbour* He, my 
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Lords bad no difcietioaary Power, be a&ed ill abfenct of Ann. itO«.Ifc 
his Captain, be aded by Sea-Rules ; and yet tbefe Rales '7j*-9» 
were broken through in order to pacify that Court. Why, ™ 

my Lords, fhould our Minifters (hew fo much Complaifanca 
toother Nations, and bear fo little ASe€d<m to their own r 
* But, my Lords, it is not Punctilio and Form only, 
that we give up to France ; I am afraid we Jacrifice more 
fflbftantial Points to pleafe her. I am afraid my Lords, the 
Convention is a French Meafure. For I can never be per- 
foaded that our Fear of aught, that can poffibly happen to 
as from Spain^ cou*d induce us to agree to this thing, yon 
call a Convention. It is the intereft of France, that our Na- 
vigation and Commerce fhould be ruined i we are the only 
People in the World, whom they have reafen to be appre- 
henuve of in America ; and every Advantage that Spain 
gains in point of Commerce, is gain'd for her. Therefore, 
ay Lord*, we are not at all to be farprixed, if Jftte takes 
peat Pains to bring about a Meafure of this Kind. But, my 
Lords, they look'd upon their Work as but half done, when 
this Meafure was concluded ; it muft be ratified too, in order 
to put the Parliament under greater Difficulties in cenfuring it. 
Accordingly, becaufe it feems the flownefs of the Spaniards 
eouM not be brought to fign it time enough to get it ratified 
before the meeting of Parliament, the Seinon was put off fot 
fourteen Days, This brings his Majefty'a Name and Au- 
thority into the Queflion ; for they thought that a great 
many might be diflatisfied with a bad Treaty concluded by 
the Mininer, who would put up with it, if confirmed by the 
King. But, my Lords, the Treaty was of the Minifter's 
making, and if Minifters make bad Treaties, they fhould 
aafwer for them. Our Law has moft excellently eftablifhed 
k as a Maxim, That the King can do no wrong. The 
reafon of this, my Lords, is plain, becaufe the ConfHtutioa 
has provided a proper Council, who fhall advife with the 
King, as to the executive part of Government : And it is, 
ay Lords, always to be foppofed that the Perfons, who 
compofe that Council, are well fkillod in the Laws, the 
ConfHtution, and the Interefts of their Country. Therefore, 
my Lords, if any Wrong is done in the Government, it is 
prefamed to be done by thofe who advife the King. It is 
true, the nature of our Confutation requires, that public 
Ac~b fhould be ifloed out in his Majefty's Name ; but, for 
all that, my Lords, he is not the Author of them. There- 
fore the Publication of this Treaty in his Name ought not 
to indemnify the Author?, or to make us fwallow what we 
can never digeft. 

« The 
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Atau riGco.lt The Approbation of this Treaty is brought in by way of 
'.7S 8 jK # an Addrefs of Thanks to the Crown, and is, it feems, no 
more than a Compliment to his Majeily. A Compliment 
for what, my Lords ? For making this Convention ? His 
Majefty did not make it, the Miniftry made it. This Ad- 
drefs, therefore, will tell the World that we return Thanks 
to the Minifter for this Convention, which gives up the 
Security of our Trade, and puts us in the Power of our na- 
tural and hereditary Enemies. — Let who will approve of 
fuch a Meafure, I never will ; Til die firfh 

' The noble Lords, who have fpoken for this Addrefs, 
appear to have ftudied the Point. It is no eafy matter for 
one, who fpeaks occaiionally, to anfwer them. My Lord5, 
I don't trouble myfelf about little Niceties and Diitindions ; 
about a Right and the Exercife of a Right. For what End 
do we enjoy 4 Right, if we cannot exercife it ? Do we pre- 
tend to hinder the Spaniards from fearching our Ships, when 
found in their Ports or Harbours, which is the utmoft they 
can claim by Treaty ? My Lords, we don't. Do the Spa- 
wards fuffer us to exercife that our natural and undoubted 
Right of failing unmoleiled on the open Seas ? No my 
Lords they don't : So that the Quell ion is not about a Right, 
or the manner in which a Right is exercifed, but betwixt 
•an unreafonable Claim, and an undoubted Privilege, betwixt 
an qppreffive Ufurpation, and a lawful Title. There is, 
indeed, another part of the Do&rine preached by the Reve- 
rend Prelate, which admits of a very yide Difference, though 
•his Lord (hip has been pleafed entirely to fupprefs it ; and 
that is, the Difference betwixt a Vifit and a Search. Vifit- 
ing a Ship, my Lords, is, when a Ship of any Force accoiis 
a Trading Ship of another Nation, and fends five or fix 
Perfons at moft in a Long-Boat, in order to vifit her j that 
is to fay, to enquire whence fhe is come, whether bound, 
what me has on board, and how long fhe has been at Sea. 
To all thefe the Mailer mufl give explicate Anfwers. And 
if the Captain cf the vifiting Ship (till doubts, he may call 
for his Ship's Papers, and Bills cf Lading, but has no Right 
to infill any further. If he does, my Lords, he commits an 
Acl of Piracy. A Search on the other hand, is a rummag- 
ing the Cargo with an Intention to confifcate ; and this, my 
Lords, is what no Treaty betwixt Spain and us, fubjecTis 
our Ships to. This, my Lords, is what no Nation in 
Europe will fuffer from one another,and we ought, lead of all, 
Specially from the Spaniards. It is fhametul that we have 
fuirered it fo long. If we fuffer our Seamen to be infulted or 
interrupted, we give up the Honour of the Nation, we give 
up all that formerly gave us Succefs, Conqueil, and Glory.* 

* People* 



(V) 

. * fowpfc, my Lords, talk of Crowwe!I> that he was an A11n.t4tteo.Ili 
Ufurper : I don't deny that ; but he Hill had many valuable t '73*^> 
Qualities, and wanted nothing but a lawful Title to have 
made him one of the greater! Men that ever governed this 
Nation. He my Lords, had one Maxim from Which he 
never deviated 5 and that was, never to fuffer even the 
Appearance of an Infult upon this Nation to pais unobferved. 
Notwith Handing, my Lords, his difputed Title to the Go- 
vernment, a formidable Opposition at home, and powerful 
Albances againft him abroad* he kept up the Dignity of 
the Sovereignty, and carried the Reputation of the Britijb 
Flag to as great a Height as ever it has been carried. He, 
my Lords, had to do with three powerful States, France, 
Holland, and Spain ; each of them more powerful than they 
are now : But my Lords, he never enteied into any in- 
glorious Treaty > he never iubmitted to any ignominious 
Terms. 

* He told them what he was refolved to have, and what 
he would do, if he had it not. This pofitive way of pro- 
ceeding, my Lords, effected all the Nation could dcfire* 
for we don't find in Hiftory, that any Power was fo bold as 
to flight his Menaces ; they knew him too well to take hint 
for a Bully ; he never fitted out any Armaments, either by 
Sea or Land, with which he did not ftrike fome decifive) 
Stroke. I will tell you my Lords, one Inftance : When the 
Spaniards fitted out a Fleet to conquer an I fie in the Medi- 
terranean , for want of Provifions of their own, they feized 
upon Corn that belonged to a Britrjb Subject, to the value 
of 30,000 1. On our ConfuPs remonftrating againft fuch a 
Procedure, they clapped him in Prifon* What did Cromwell 
do upon this ? Did he fend Plehipotentaries, at a great 
expence to the Nation, to examine into the nature of the 
Complaints on both Sides ? Did he patch up a Convention 
for regulating the Grievance ? No ; he ordered his Rcfident 
at that Court to tell them in plain Terms, that he gave them 
fo many Days to confidcr, if they would make him Satif- 
faclion (upon the Term?, my Lords, which he himfclf pre- 
fcribed) and if they did not in the Time limited, that he 
would come with his Squadron and demand it, upon their 
Coafb, from the Mouth of his Cannon. This blunt Speech 
had its defired Effect ; the Spaniards knew whom they had 
to deal with j therefore they did not treat, but fubmit. 

• Suppofing, my Lords, we had acted with the fame 
Spirit, don't your Lordfhips think it would have had the 
feme Eftect f And why did we not act with the fame Spirit ? 
We are more powerful now, than we were in the Days of 
QrvmrwtlL The Spaniards are weaker, and out Provoca- 
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Atm.U Geo. II. tions are much greater now, than they were at that Time. 
'73*^9- t What Infults, what Barbarities, what Breaches of Faith 
have not the Spaniands committed of late? They have 
plundered our Merchants, they have deflroyed our Ships, 
they have murdered our Sailors J nay* what is more infuf* 
ferab'e, chey have chain'd, they have tortured our Country- 
men: A Method of Punifhment this Nation has ever de- 
tected ; a Barbarity, which even our worft Malefactors are 
free from, by undergoing a Punifhment in all Refpe&s more 
defirable, that is, Death itfelf. My Lords, it will aftonifh 
Posterity, that we have fufFered all thefe Indignities, while 
We have a Fleet able to defy not only Spain and France, as 
I faid before, but all the Nations in Europe. 

* It's faid, my Lords, that we may want other Forces to 
carry on this War to Advantage. It is very poflible, we 
may; but has the Parliament ever yet refufed to comply 
with any Demand of that Kind, when Land -Forces, my 
Lords* were necenary ? I dare fay, the Parliament would 
allow 100,000 Men, if there was Occaiion for them. Bat 
the Misfortune is, my Lords, that the Nation, I am afraid, 
Will not be perfuaded, even though thefe were raifed, that 
we are in earaeft : People will think that oar Land-Army 
will continue as unactive as our Fleets have hitherto been j 
and that our railing Forces before we /hew that we dare to 
do ourfelves juflice, will but expofe the Nation to greater 
Inconveniencics and enhance its Expences. 

* Lad Year, a ftrong Squadron was fent to the Mediterra- 
nean, under the command of a Gentleman-, againft whom, I 
am fun?, no-body can have any Exception. I know him to 
be a brave Officer, and that he has the Intereft cf his Coun- 
try much at Heart. But, my Lords, of what Ufe are all 
thefe Qualifications to the Nation, if his Guns are muzzled, 
if his Hands are bound up by his Inftru&ions from the Mi- 
riiftry ? What Service have the Ships under his Command 
performed to his Country ? What Ends have the vaft Sums 
of Money we have expended, ferved, if not to weaken us 
while we are Inactive ; fo that we mall not be able to furnifh 
the neceflaries Expences when we (hall come to Action ? 
What Plea then, my Lords, can there be for not declaring 
War ? If is to avoid the Profufion of Money ? Money, my 
Lords, we daily expend to extravagant and irfelefs Purpofes. 
Is it to avoid the Profufion of Blood ? No : Yet you have 
fufFered your own Sailors to be daily infulted and murdered. 
My Lords, it is time enough for us to (hew our Tenderness 
to Spain, when we have revenged the Wounds given to the 
Honour of GrcatBritaiu. 
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( My Lords, as I did not propoie, and as I find mytAt Aan.ttGfeft.0t 

incapable, especially cm this Occasion, to fpeak, id order, a '7J***' 
to every thing that has been foggefted in this Debate, I Jhall 
take them juft as they come into my Mind. The Differences 
betwixt Spain and us are not of fuch a Nature as to afieft 
only one Set of Men amongft as. It is not our Weft -India 
Merchants, my Lords, alone, that muft fuller, (ho aid v*e 
approve of this Convention. Give me leave to fay , that 
there is not a Merchant of whatever Denomination in this 
Kingdom* there is not a Shop-keeper, there is not a Houfe- 
keeper, these is not a Tradefman, nay, there is not a landed 
Gentleman in the Kingdom, whom it will not afte&. Con* 
fider, my Lords, that the Balance of our Trade to almoft all 
other Places in the World, except our own Settlements, it 
againft at. But* a noble Lord has, I think, demonftrated, 
that if we approve of this Convention, we leave our Trade 
and Settlements in the Wtfi^lndics* entirely to the Mercy of 
5/oor. What Refource can we then have for ("applying the 
Nation with thole Necefiaries of Life, which we now im* 
port from oar own Settlements, and which, if they are ru« 
ined, we moft have from other Nations, in what Manner; 
and upon what Terms they pleafe ? Therefore my Lords, it 
is no wonder, if all Ranks, and all Degrees of Men turn their 
Eyes upon your Lordfhips at this important Juncture. If; 
I fay, they look on their All as being at Stake, if they 
have expreisM fome impatience under the Apprehenfions of 
its being given up, I do not wonder at it. The Reverend 
Prelate laid, that the Advocates for the Oppoficion, had 
great Advantages over thofe for the Miniftry, by means of 
certain Sounds and Words. My Lords, I am afraid there 
is fomething, in this Cafe, more than bare Sounds and 
Words. Vm afraid the real Things themfelves are in dan- 
ger, and that the Liberties and Interefts of this Nation mull 
iofier, if your Lordfhips mould approve of this Meafure. 
My Lords, I have formerly known the People fpirited op 
by arcfu 1 , or hot-headed Men againft the Government, and 
I have known them commit very great Excefles 3 but, my 
Lords, I always obferved, that thefe Excefles were com- 
mitted by the very Dregs of the People, who neither knew 
what they were about, nor what they wanted. I obferve a 
quite different Spirit at this time. The Spirit of Ormofition 
that now prevails, my lords, is among your cool-headed 
Men, Men of Weight and Intereft in their feveral Stations, 
who pay largely towards t he Support of the Government, 
and therefore think it a Hardftiip to fufier by any Public 
Meafore. My Lords, though I had no manner of Know- 
ledge of the Nature of this Convention! though I were 
4738-9. M 2 *,«"«• 



JUa«hGco. Q t quite ignorant of all the Tranfa&ions that preceded it, jt# 
*73^*9» this veiy Circumftance would determine me to fufpeft if not- 
oppofe it. When I fee Men of Figure in their Way, cry- 
ing out againft it, When I fee the greateft City in the King- 
dom petition againft it, what mould make them fuch zea- 
lous Oppofers, but their being perfuaded that a Peace, on 
the Foot of this Convention, mud be more deftru&ve to 
their Jnterefts, than a vigorous War ? Their Interests, my 
Lords, lead them to defire Peace, they muft be connderable 
Sufferers in a War, by their Ships being taken, the Increafe 
of the Taxes, and the Stagnation of their Trade : But (till, 
my Lords, we fee, that they look upon all thefe Evils as 
snore tolerable, than fuch a Peace as this Convention muft 
give them. 

4 It is certain, my Lords, that the Peace we have lately 
enjoyed is not very defirable j we have paid dearly for it 9 
nay, I believe it has coft the Nation more to make Peace, 
than it would have done to have made War. But, fays a 
noble Lord, the Spaniards are very flow ; give me leave to 
add, my Lords, they are very obftinate too. But why are 
we to pay for their Slownefc and Obftinacy r Are we to fit 
out Fleets, at a vaft Expence to the Nation, only to quicken 
them to do. what Equity, what the Law of Nations, and 
what pofitive Treaties require them to do ? But, my Lords, 
the worft is, that we have not even obtained that ; We have 
only brought them to negotiate, and to give us a Treaty 
where not one of thefe Confiderations has been regarded. 
This, itfeems, proceeds from their Obftinacy; Why then 
have they not been made to pay for their Obltinacy r Why 
Ihould we pay for it ? If they had a mind to be obftinate a-* 
gain, and to refufe to fulfil even the Terms of this poor 
Treaty, are we to be again at the Expence of 5 or 600,000/. 
only to bring them into good Humour ? 

• My Lordj, when I firft heard this Treaty read, I thought 
it fet out with a very bad Air : The Preamble begins, Wbert- 
*i Differences have art fen \ it does not fay, juiuy or unjuft- 
ly. But what Differences, my Lords ? That Word always 
implies a Difagreement of Opinion, betwixt two Parties, with 
at leaft a Shew of Reafon, and au Appearance of equal Pro- 
vocation on each Side. But, my Lords, is that the Cafe be- 
twixt us and Stain ? Has (he been able to jultify her Depre- 
dations, either by the Law of Nations, or Tenor of Treaties b 
No ; the noble Lord, and the Reverend Prelate who (poke 
fo fully in her Vindication, has not, I think, given us an In- 
fiance of a legal Capture of one Ship, among all the nuzne^ 
jous Inftances complained of, even admitting that they have 
# Right (o fearch. in the manner the Reverend Prelate haa 
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ptadedfbr. I muft therefore confefi, I was very much for- Aftfi.i4$«0b 9| 

prized to hear a noble Lord explain the Preamble to this ! gH r 

Treaty, in the manner he did, as a Proof of the Willing- * 

nds of the Court of Spain to adjuft all Differences betwixt 

ns and them, on an equal Footing, fhd we taken as man)* 

Ships from the Spaniards, as they have done from as, I 

fhould have had no (^bje&on to this Preamble ; but, as it 

fends, it puts the two Nations upon an Equality of Lofles* 

though one has been the conftant Aggreflbr, the other the 

perpetual Sufferer. 

' The other Particulars of this Convention have been al- 
ready fo fully fpoken to, that I think it unneceflary for me 
ty add anything more on thofe Heads ; but, my Lords, I 
cannot help taking notice of what happened juft before the 
Ratification of this Convention, when we find the Court of 
Spain prescribing to us, and our Plenipotentiary obeying a 
Spam/b Minifter, as he would have done a Britijb one. The 
Spaniards, it items, could not be brought to any Terms, till 
the Sitting of Parliament approached 10 near, that they were 
lure our Miniftry would give up every Point of Confequence, 
rather than not have a Treaty of fome kind or other, to lav 
before Parliament, when it met. My Lords, Delay in fiich 
an Aflair as this, is equal to a point-blank Refufal. Vet, we 
find, by the Letters now upon your Lordihips Table, that, 
after a Plan of Accommodation was drawn up by our Mini* 
iters, and every thing looked upon as finifhed, the Spanijb 
Minifter very rightly apprehended, that they who would 
grant fo much, would grant more. Upon which, a new 
Claim is ftarted, and they refufe to ratify what they had be- 
fore agreed to, till Mr. Keene had, as Minifter of Great 
Britain, acknowledged a Debt to be due, which, in that Ca- 
pacity, he had no Power to acknowledge ; and, in the Ca- 
pacity of Agent for the South-Sea Company, he ought ab- 
solutely to have disclaimed. My Lords, this Way of pro- 
ceeding proves plainly, that he has fcandaloufly betrayed the 
Intereit of that Company. He has facrinced them to the 
Injuttice and Exorbitancy of the Court of Spain ; and put 
them upon the hard Dilemma, either of paying a large Sum 
on no Pretence, or of being the Bone of Contention be* 
twixt the two Nations. 

* But, my Lords, that Company has no greater Reafon to 
complain of her Agent, than the Nation has of her Mini* 
Iters. Compare the Dates of the Conful of Cadiz's Letters, 
with the Time of near a Hundred Englijhmtn being barna- 
toufly impriibned and chained in that' City, for no other Rea 
fon but becauie they were Englijhmtn ; and you will fold, 
»y Lords, thai tbefe Date* exactly agree. The Inhumanity 
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was taken notice of by all the World, except by that Cofti 
fill himfeif. He obferves a profound Silence on this Head, 
though his Letters wrote at that Time are very full and 
explicit upon other Points. My Lords, what can we think 
9t this Behaviour ? that a Britifl? Conful fhould, with the 
mated Unconcern imaginable, fee his Countrymen daily 
fahourine under Confinement, Chains, and Intuits? Does 
not this imply that the Spanijb Miniilers and ours understood 
one another ? Does it not imply fome under-hand Dealing, 
fcine fecret Collufion, in order to avoid a War I 

* I conftfs, my Lords, had I been a Mmifter, I would not 
lave given nay Advice to run precipitately into bloody Mca- 
ines ; but I would have endeavoured to have fcken more 
jrudent Steps, than what I am afraid have been followed, 
Jv is true, my Lords, that a War, if it can be avoided with 
Honour, efpecialry with Spain, is not for the Intereft of 
tbis Nation; and that cautious Proceedings are the belt 
Means of eftablifhing his Majefty, and his Royal Family, o* 
Ac Throne of this Kingdom : But, my Lords, though I am 
§» Caution, 1 am not for Pufdlanirnity. That may bring 
the Nation into Contempt, and this Nation never pan be 
bought into Contempt without weakning the Royal Au- 
thority, f know, that the Fear of the Pretender has a 
mighty Influence with a great many, who talk opon this 
Subject, But, my I;ords, 1 am of Opinion, that our going 
•ft in the fame Meafures we have done for fome time paft, 
will be playing the Pretender's Game for him. I am Aire 
lis Majefty has the Hearts of' the People, and can command 
their Hands to : But a Perfeverance in theft Meafures will 
divide us among ourfelves ; and, my Lords, if we are di- 
vided, we muft be weaker, and give the Enemies of the 
mfent happy Establishment a better Chance of fucceeding. 
For my own Part, my Lords, I believe no-body doubts of 
my Zeal for the Continuance of the Crown upon his Ma- 
jelly's Head, and his Family ; I have formerly ftrenuoofly 
atierted the Rights of this family, and as I have done k on 
more than one Qccafion, it is the more unquestionable. But, 
my Lords, it is not my Duty alone that begets this Attach 
ment ; my Inclination is as ftrong as my Duty. The Know- 
ledge I have of his Majefty *s Perfonal Virtues, makes it the 
Happinefs and Glory of every Subject to ferve him. I know, 
that he is as ftrongry attached to the Interefts of his Subjects, 
as any Prince who ever fat upon the Throne. But, my Lords, 
the belt, the wifeft, and moil difcerning Princes, muft fee 
many of their moit important Affairs in the Light their Mi- 
auters reprefent them : If the Minifters mureprefent them, 
ifey, my Lords, and not the Prince, arc to blame. Had 
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BOtkk preient Majefty been milled in this Particular, - fare j 
I am, that he would have vigoroufly aflerted the Rights and 
Privileges of his People, as the greateft of* his Predeceflbrs 
ever did. He, my Lords, would have imitated the Exam- 
ple of that great Prince, King Edward III. to whom he 
nay, m many other refpe&s, be fo juftly compared. And 
sow I have mentioned that great Prince, I beg leave to fug* 
gtft to your Lordftiips, in what manner he would haw bo* 
Saved. The Difficulties he had to fhruggle with* from tf 
weak Adminiftration in his Minority, were very great Thb 
Kingdom, my Lords* was then governed by a Fa&ion 




pofed of a few Favourites about the Perfon of the Qoeee* 
Mother ; whochofe to buy a fcandalous Peace of. the N*rt±> 
Btitoto, a People, my Lords, that never abounded over* 
noch in Riches, and who were very glad to finger a little 
of the ready Money of this Nation. What did the King Ay 
ny Lords t Young as be was. he had the Minion, the Mi* 
after, who advifed that fcandalous Peace, leased; he Jul 
him tried, and hanged. Let us confult Hiftory further, off 
Lords ; let us coofider the Behaviour of King Edward IV- 
in an Inftance of a fimilar Nature. Did he bear wiohtbt 
Injuries France offered to the Nation ? No ; he had Re* 
court to Anns ; and as his Caufe was juft, his Soldiers weak 
vftorioust The Reign of Queen Elizabeth, the moft glf 
rious perhaps in all the Britijb Annals, was always fucceia* 
ful, becaufe it was conducted by a wife and prudent Admtni 4 
ibatkn. She neither governed by Afre&ion, nor by a Mi* 
after; for though Burleigh was Ailed prime MinuW, yet 
he was only ^b in Name, He had, indeed, a greater Shase 
of Runnels, and greater Fatigue, than any of the reft ; bar. 
the Aaairs of the Government were never left to him akme, 
Comminaries were always appointed, upon every urgent 
Crifis of Anairs ; and the Adminiftration was compofed of 
many, who, though they bore the utmoft Animofity again* 
him in their private Capacity, yet all united in the Commom 
Came s they laid aiide all other Coniiderations, when the 
Jncerefls of their Miftrefs werejconcerned ; when the Honour 
of the Nation was at Stake. They ftrenuoiriry entered into* 
warlike Meafrres, rather than fufier any Iniults ; and as 
their Caufe was founded on Equity, Succds attended their 
Anns. 

* To conclude, J entirely concur with the noble Lord, 
who firft fpoke againit the Addrefs. If it be prefented, the 
Event will be dangerous, the Consequence fatal. Many 
other Inftances I might produce from Hiitory to juftify tny 
Motions % but as I lave already taken up too much of your 
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Jtin. rfGco. f f. Time, \ will only fay— thefe Setunents proceed from an bO^ 
*73S-9. nc ft ^d impartial Heart* 

The Lord Chancellor. 

Lord Chancellor. ' My Lords, The Addrefs now propofcd to you, is Jo a- 
creeable to the Refolutions you came to laft Seifion of Par- 
liament, upon the Depredations that had been committed by 
Spain ; and it is fo natural a Confequence of the Addreis 
you prefented to his Majefty upon that Occafion, and of the 
Meafures his Majefty has fince taken in purfuance of that 
Addreis, that when I firrt heard it propofed, I did not ex- 
peel it would have met with the leaft Opposition. By the 
Refolutions you came to laft Seifion of Parliament, you af- 
ferted the Right which the People of this Nation have to a 
free Navigation in the open Seas of America ; and you de* 
clared, that many unjuft Seizures had been made, and great 
Depredations committed, by the Spaniards, to the great 
Lois and Damage of the Subje&s of Great Britain trading 
to America, and in direct, Violation of the Treaties fubfilt- 
ing between the two Crowns. This was the Sum of your 
Refolutions* and in confequence of thefe Refolutions, you 
addrefied his Majefty to ule his Endeavours with his Catho- 
lic Majefty, to obtain effectual Relief for his injured Subje&s, 
and Security for our Navigation and Commerce in Time to 
come ; and at the fame time you allured his Majefty, 
that in cafe his royal and friendly Inftances ihould not pre- 
vail, you would effectually fupport his Majefty in ta- 
king fuch Meafures as Honour and Juitice ihould render ne • 
cefiary. 

4 From hence, my Lords, it appears to have been the 
Opinion of this Houie laft Seifion of Parliament, that we 
had then no Occafion to come to an immediate Rupture 
with Spain ; but that his Majefty ihould firft try what he 
could do by peaceable Means for obtaining Reparation for 
paft Injuries, and Security againft any fuch for the future. 
Accordingly his Majefty did, in purfuance of this Advice 
from his Parliament, renew his Negotiations with the Court 
of Spain ; and to give his Negotiations their proper Weight, 
he fitted out fuch Squadrons as were fufficient for protecting 
the Trade, and vindicating the Honour of this Nation by 
Force of Arms, in cafe that Court had refined, or unreafon- 
ably delay'd hearkning to thofe friendly Inftances that were 
made to them by his Majefty. 

' This, my Lords, we now find has had the defined Ef- 
fect. From the Preparations that were made here at Home, 
ffldthe Squadrons (hat were fitted out, Spain {aw that we 
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were in Eameft, that his Majefty was refolved not to be any Anii.ii&t. ft* 
longer trifled with, and therefore they began ferioufly to con- i73?-9i 
fider the Confeauences of an open Rupture. Tiieie Confe- 
rences they had Reafbn to be afraid of, they were afraid of 
them, and by their Fears they were induced, 1 may fay 
compelled, to give Ear to the friendly Injtances that were 
made to them* and to acknowledge die Injuries they had 
done, by pronuung to make as ample a Satisfaction as we 
could reasonably inM on. I fey, my Lords, as ample a Sa- 
tisfaction as we could reafonabiy innft on ; for furely, if wd 
expected Satisfaction from them, it was but reafonabte that 
we {hould allow them Satisfaction for all the juft Claims they 
had upon us. According to this, Which is certainly the jutf. 
and the only reasonable way of reckoning, in every Cafe 
where there are mutual Demands, the ftipulated Payment, 
which they have agreed to make in four Months after the) 
Ratification of the Treaty, is a full Reparation for all the De- 
mands we had to make upon therri* allowing a reafonabie 
Difcount for prompt Payment. For, even according to the 
Account ftated by our own Coramiflaries, the Claim of our 
Merchants did not, at a moderate Computation, amount to 
above 200,000 /. and the Claims they had upon us, were 
allowed to amount to at feail 6o»ooo /. which reduced the 
Sum due by them to us to 140,000/. for the prompt Pay 7 
merit of which, we have allowed them 45,000/. which is 
but a reafonabie Allowance, confidering the Delays we might 
have met with, if we had accepted of Alignments upon his 
Catholic Majefty's Revenues in New Spain : Allowing there* 
fore of this Diicount, it reduces the 1 40,000 /. Which is all 
we could pretend to be due, to the Sum of 95,000 /. which 
Sum they have* by this Convention, fejqprefly promifed to 
pay here at London , within four Months after the Ratifica- 
tion ; and that, without delaying the Payment of the*faid 
Sum, cm account of any Reflitution that has been made, ia 
corieqoence of hie Catholic Majefty's Orders, of the whole, . 
or any Part of the Value of the Ships mentioned in the 
fourth Article. 

' Thus, my Lords* we may (be, that by this Convention hid 
Majefty has obtained one of the chief Things recommended 
to him by bis Parliament laft Seflion ; and as this has been 
obtained without involving the Nation in a War, we have 
the more reafon to thank his Majefty for the tender Regard 
he has had, not only for thofe of his Subjects that have al- 
ready faltered by the Spanijb Depredations, but for all his 
Subjects j becaufe it is certain they would all have greatly 
Fufferedj if he had rafhly and unadvifedly involved the Na- 
tion in a dangerous and cxpenfive War. But with refpect 
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Amu la Geo. II. to our future Security, as it depends upon Difputes, Which 
*73*-9«* i* ws impoflible to enquire into fully, and determine abfo- 
lutely, without a very mature Deliberation, therefore, from 
the very nature of the Thing, we could not expeft, nor 
could his Majefty with any Show of Reafon inflft upon its 
being explicitly provided for by a preliminary Convention ; 
however, his Maiefry has taken fo great Care of the future 
Security of our Navigation and Commerce, that he has got 
the Sfanijh Court to agree, by this Convention, to fubmitaJl 
the Difputes that now fubfift between the two Nations, to 
die Difcuflion of Plenipotentiaries, to be named refpe&ively 
by the two Crowns ; and, that no chicaning Delays may be 
made ufe of on the Part of Spain, it is exprefly provided, 
that the Plenipotentiaries fo named mall begin their Confe- 
rences fix Weeks after the Exchange of the Ratifications, 
and mall finifh them within the Space of eight Months. 

' This was, in my Opinion, my Lords, all that it was 
poflible to do by a preliminary Convention, with regard to 
the other Difputes that now fubfift between us and Spain ; 
but though the final Determination of thofe Difputes be de- 
ferred for a Ihort Time ; though we have fubmitted them to 
the Difcuflion of Plenipotentiaries, yet by fuch Delay and 
Submiffion, we are fo far from having acknowledged any of our 
nndoubted Rights to be difputable, as has been groundlefly in; 
finuated, that the Spaniards have, in fome Meafure, given up 
that Right, which is the principal one in diipute between the 
two .Nations. They pretended to a Right to fearch our 
Ships in the Seas of America, in order to fee whether they 
had been concerned in an illicit Trade, and to feize and con - 
fifcate Ship and Cargo, in cafe it appeared that they had 
been concerned in fuch a Trade, by their having what they 
call Contraband Goods on Board. They have by this Con- 
vention agreed to make good to us the Damages we have 
fuilained by their Exercife of fuch a pretended Right. They 
liave agreed to pay us Cofts ; and is not this a dired Acknow- 
ledgment that they have been in the Wrong ? This is at 
leait a tacit Acknowledgment, that they now think they had 
no jufl Claim to the Right they have fo long pretended to ; 
and this, I think, is a certain Sign, that by the definitive 
Treaty, which is to be concluded in purfuance of this pre- 
liminary Convention, they will make no Scruple to give it 
up in the moft exprefs Terms we can defire. 

* But, my Lords, with regard to the prefent Difputes be- 
tween the Spaniards and us, I find People have generally fal- 
len into a very great Miflake, by not diftinguifhing properly 
between a Right, and the Enjoyment of that Right. We have 
a Ri^ht to a free Navigation in the American Seas, and to 
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canyon wliat Commerce we think fit between oar own Co- 4,^, T1 Geo.IT # 
looies and Great Britain, or between any one of our own 1738-9. 
Colonies and another : This is a Right Which the Spaniards 
sever pretended to difpute with us. On the other hand, they 
love a Right to prevent the carrying on of any Contraband 
Trade with their Settlements in America ; which is a Right 
we never pretended to difpute with them. The chief Dif- 
twte between us, is about the Enjoyment of our iefpe&ve 
Rights. They do not difpute our Right to a free Naviga- 
tion in die American Seas ; but the Queftion between us is, 
how we (hall enjoy that Right, fo as not to prejudice their 
Right tp prevent a Contraband Trade's being carried on 
with their Settlements in that Part of the World : Nor do 
we difpute their Right to prevent fuch a Contraband Trade ; 
but the Queftion is, how they (hall enjoy that Right, fo as 
not to prejudice our Right to a free Navigation. This is the 
chief Difpute now fubufting between the two Nations ; this 
mail be regulated before Peace and Friendfhip can be fully 
tcftored ; and this could not be done in a fliort Time, or bj 
a preliminary Convention. The Affair muft be fully examin- 
ed, and maturely confidered, in oxder to contrive, and mu- 
tually fettle fuch Regulations as may not be prejudicial to ei- 
ther. For this Reafon It was referred by both to be en* 
quired into, and regulated by Plenipotentiaries : But what 
are tfcefe Plenipotentiaries to regulate ? Not the Rights of 
either Nation ; but only the Methods by which each Nation 
is to enjoy its refpe&ve Right for the future. 

' My Lords, if we would but confider our own Cafe, I 
am perfwaded we would look upon this as an Affair not quite 
fo eafy to be fettled as fome People imagine. We pretend 
to a Right, and we certainly have a Right, to prevent any 
Goods from being clandeltinely run into this 1 flanjk ^oti^to 
any of our Dominions. We pretend to a "' ^^ **" 

certainly have a Right to prevent the Expor 
On the other hand, the Dutch and Fref 
Nations, have a Right to fail with the 
Coafts, and even through the Britijb L 
they give us the Honour of the Flag, 
dandeftine and prohibited Trade, we h 
terrapt them ; yet every one knows, th 
and Gaftom-houfe Sloops often flop them 
in order to examine, whether they have t 
any dandeftine Trade, fuch as the exporting or* 
running any prohibited uncustomed Goods. Nay, we have 
gone fo far as to make Laws againft Ships that (hall be found 
hovering within t<wo Leagues of our Coaft ; and particularly, 
toy a Law faffed but very lately, it is crafted, That, where 
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Ann. i* Ceo. n. any Veffel coming from Poreign Parts, and having ©n Board* 
'7jB~9« fix Pound of Tea, or any Foreign Brandy, or other Spirits^ 
. in Calks under fixty Gallons, except two Gallons for each. 
Seaman, (hall he found at Anchor, or hovering within the 
Limits of any Ports of this Kingdom, or within two League* 
of the Shore, and not proceeding on her Voyage with the 
firft Opportunity, all fucb Tea, Foreign Brandy^ and Spirits* 
together with the Package, or the Value thereof, {hail be 
forfeited, and the fame may be feiged. 

< This, my Lords, I do not mention with a Dejign to 
draw any Parallel between our Behaviour, and t^ie Behavi- 
our of the Spaniards : We have exercifed our Right in fuel* 
a manner, that no foreign Nation has the leaft Reafon to (ay 
we have done them an Injury, or to complain of the Regu- 
lations we have made for the Prefervation and Exercife of our 
Right, On the contrary, the Spaniards have exercifed the 
Right they have to prevent a Contraband Trade with their 
Settlements in America, in fuch a manner, that not only we, 
but every Nation in Europe that has any Trade in that Part 
of the World, have juft reafon to complain of them, and 
|o infift upon their altering the Regulations they have made 
for the Prefervation of their Right. Therefore, I fey, I do 
not mention this in order to make a Comparifon between 
their Conduft and ours ; but I mention it to fhew, that 
where a Nation has a Right of any kind, they have a Power 
to make fuch Regulations, even with regard to Foreign- 
en, as they think necegkry for the Prefervation and Exer- 
cife of that Right, provided thofe Regulations be not in- 
confident with the Law of Nations, nor prejudicial to the 
Rights or Privileges of their Neighbours. This is the princi- 
pal Difpute at prefent between Spainandus. We ought in Jus- 
tice to allow them to make fuch Regulations, as may be ne- 
ceffary for preventing the carrying on of any ContrabandTrade 
with their Settlements in America ; and on the other hand, 
they ought in Juftice to give up, and depart from any Re- 
gulations they have made, if upon Examination they be 
found contrary to the Law of Nations, or if by Experience 
they have been found Prejudicial to the undoubted Rights 
find Privileges of (his Nation. We have a Right to a free 
Navigation in the American Seas ; but we ought not to infift 
upon that Navigation's being fo very free and unconfirmed, as 
to render it impoflible for the Spaniards to prevent an illicit 
Trade with their Settlements in that Part of the World. 
We fhould look upon it as the Height of Injqftice, if the 
French or Dutch mould infift upon fuch an unlimited Navi- 
gation along our Coafts, and through the Britijb Channel 
$& would render it impoffible for w to prevent the Exporta- 
tion 
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tion of ©or Wool, or the running of prohibited- and oncuf- Abb.ii 43*. n, 
tomed Goods in upon us. If your Lordfhip confider the *73*-9» 
ASaxr in this Light, I am convinced you will be all of my m "" 
Opinion : You will look upon it as an Affair that could not 
be cafily fettled ; and will therefore think, that the moft his 
Majefty could do, was to have it referred to the Plenipoten- 
tiaries, in order that they might fettle fuch Regulations be- 
tween Spain and us, as might be effectual for the Enjoyment 
of the Right of each Nation refpe&vely* without hurting 
the Right of the other ; and at the fame time you will fee, 
that the Word regulate, was the only proper Term upon this 
Occafion, and that it does not mean an Acknowledgment of 
any unjuft Right pretended to by Spain, nor a giving up of 
any of the undoubted Rights of this Nation, as fome People 
have endeavoured to renrefent. 

' It has been proved at your Bar, my Lords, and every 
Man who confiders the Situation of our Iflands, and the Sp*« 
uijb Iflands in the Weft-Indies, and the Nature of the Winds 
and Tides in. the American Seas, muft fee, that the Ships of 
both Nations mud often and neceflarily fail within tnw 
Leagues of the Coafb of one another : Our Ships may even 
fometimes be obliged to hover upon their Coafts ; and it 
may, for what I know, be found abfolutely necef&ry, to al- 
low the Spaniards a Liberty, under proper Regulations, to ex- 
amine fiich of our Merchant-Ships, as they find hovering with- 
in a certain Diflance of any of their Coafb in that part of the 
World. This Liberty, I fey, may, for what I know, be 
neceflary, for enabling them to prevent an illicit Trade's be- 
ing earned on between our Subjects, and their Settlements 
in the Weft- Indies. It is a Liberty we ourfelves take with 
the Ships of all Nations, that are found hovering within 
tivo Leagues of our Coafb. Nay, it is a Liberty which 
feems to oe granted to them, and eftabKfhed by the Treaties 
fubMing between the Two Crowns ; for by the 4th Ar- 
ticle of the Treaty between Spain and us, in the Year 1667, 
it is exprefsly ftipulated, That if any Ship belonging to the 
Subjects and Merchant of the one Or other Nation, enter- 
ing into Bays, *r in the open Sea, fhall be encountered by 
the Ships of War belonging to the other Nation ; fuch Ship 
of War may examine inch Merchant- Ship, and if any pro- 
hibited Goods be found on Board fuch Ship, the fame may 
be taken out and Confifcated. From whence it appears, that 
the Spanijh Ships of War have already a Power to examine 
fuch of our Merchant-Ships as they encounter in the open 
Seas, whether in America or Europe % for the Article i* 
without Limitation ; and if they have of late made an un- 
juft or wrong Ufe of that Power, we ought to infill upon its 
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n. is Goo. XL being put under rach Regulations, as may prevent fach a bad 
1738-9. Ufe being made of it in Time to come ; but as the con- 
* triving and fettling fuch Regulations, muft require a Con- 
sultation with thofe who are well acquainted with the Trade 
and Navigation in America, we cannot fuppofe they could 
be fetled by a preliminary Treaty ; and therefore, the only 
Meafure that could be taken, was, to refer them to be fet- 
tled by Plenipotentiaries, fo as that they might afterwards, 
be made part of a definitive Treaty between the two Na- 
tions. 

I muft now, my Lords, beg Leave to confider a little, the 
Difpute between Spain and us relating to Carolina and 
Georgia. This, likewife, my Lords, cannot properly be 
called a Difpute about any of the undoubted Rights, either 
of this Nation, or of Spain. T»hey do not difpute, at leaft 
they have not lately diipoted, our Rights to what was for- 
merly called Carolina, of which Georgia is a Part ; nor do 
we difpute their Right to the Southern Parts of Florida; 
The only Difpute between us, is about the Limits between 
our refpe&ive Poffeffions in that Part of the World ; and this 
Difpute it was impoflible to fettle by a preliminary Conven- 
tion. Such Difputes, we know, are feldom adjured, even 
by a definitive Treaty ; for when any fuch Difpute fubfifts 
between two Nations, they often, I may Ly generally, con- 
clude even a folemn and definitive Treaty, and by that 
Treaty they aeree, that the Limits between their refpe&ive 
Territories {hall be afterwards adjufted and fettled by Com- 
mifiaries or Plenipotentiaries, to be named and appointed by 
the two contracting Parties refpe&ively ; and therefore, my 
Lords, I muft fay, l am furprized to hear the leaft Objection 
made againft this Part of the Convention now under oar 
Consideration. 

* 'Tis true, my Lords, we have agreed, that, during the 
Time that the Difcuftion of this Affair, relating to the Li- 
mits between Carolina and Florida, {hail laft, Things (hall 
remain in the aforefaid Territories of Florida and Carolina, 
in the Situation they are in at prefent, without increafmg the 
Fortifications there, or taking any new Pofts. This is a 
fort of Sufpenfion of the free Enjoyment of our Right, but 
this is a Confirmation of the Right itfelf ; becaufe it imports 
an Acknowledgment from Spain, that we have a Right to 
fome Territories in Florida or Carolina. And for this very 
Reafon, it would have been wrong in us to have admitted of 
any Article or Words in this Treaty, for obliging the Spa- 
niards to fufpend fearching our Ships on the open Seas of 
America, during the difcumon of that Affair ; becaufe our 
having ftipu]ated any fuch Sufpenfion, would have been an 

Acknow- 
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Acknowledgment that they had fome fort of Right to do Ann. n Geo. It* 
fo ; in which Cafe, fome Lords would have had much more *73 8 -9* 
Reafon than they hare at prefent, to infinuate, that by this 
Treaty we had given up, or rendered difputable, fome of 
the moft undoubted Rights of this Nation. 

' Having thus, my Cords, {hewn, that no reafbnable Ob* 
iecbon can be made to the Treaty now before us, I muft 
beg your Lordflups to confider the prefent Circumftances of 
Europe, the Circumftances of this Nation, and die Relation, 
we ftand in to Stain, To all Nations it muft be granted, 
that Peace is a defirable Thing. It muft be allowed, that 
no Nation ought to enter into a War againft any neighbour- 
ing Nation whatever, if they can obtain every Thing they 
cm juftjv demand by peaceable Means. But with regard 
to this nation, we ought to be more cautious of entering 
into a War than moft others. We are a trading Nation : 
A great Part of our People fubflft by Trade ; and even our 
landed Gentlemen, who have no concern in Trade, owe a 
great Part of their yearly Revenue to the Commerce and 
Manufactures we cany on ; for if it were not for our Trade 
and Manufactures, our Farms could not let at fo high a Rent 
as they do, nor could we have near fo many Houfes in our 
Towns and Villages. Therefore, as War muft always in- 
terrupt our Trade, we ought to be extremely Cautious of 
engaging hi War, and more fo with regard to Spain than 
moft other Nations in Europe ; becaufe, I believe it will be 
allowed, that our Trade with Spain is more profitable to 
the Nation in general, than our Trade with any other Na- 
tion in Europe, except Portugal alone. But fuppofe we were 
under a fort of Neceffity to engage in War, yet unlefi that 
Necefity were extremely urgent as well as unavoidable, we 
ought to put off engaging in War for fome Time, both on 
account of our own Circumftances, and on account of the 
prefent Circumftances of Affairs in Europe. With regard to 
oar own Circumftances, it muft be confefted, that, confider- 
ing the prefent heavy Load of Debt we labour under, and 
the many Taxes we are obliged to raife for the Payment of 
that Debt, we are at prefent in no very good Condition for 
edging in a dangerous and expenfive War ; and with re- 
gard to the Affairs of Europe, they were never in a more 
unlucky Situation for us, than they are at this Time. If 
we fhould immediately engage in a War with Spain, 'tin 
poffible, I may fay, 'tis probable, that the Spaniards will be 
affiftcd by France, and perhaps by fome other Powers of 
Europe we little dream of at prefent. On the other Hand, 
as the Emperor is engaged in a War with the Turks, and has 
been moft fiirprizingly unlucky in the Profecution of that 

War, 
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Ajm.nGeo.II. War, we can expeft no Affiftance from that Quarter i and 
173 8-91 this ^rill of courfc prevent any of the other Powers upon the 
Continent from giving us any Afliftance, becaufe it will be 
irapoflible to form an Army upon die Continent, fufficient 
for protecting them againft the united Force of France and 
SpatHy afilfted, perhaps, by feveral of the other Princes and 
States in Europe. 

* I know, my Lords, it may be faid, that as we have the 
good Luck to be environed by the Sea, and have a Fleet 
Uiperior to any that France ana Spain, joined together, can 
bring againlt us, we may protect our own Trade and Domi- 
nions, and fo much infeft the Trade and Dominions of our 
Enemies, as to make them, at laft, glad to agree to reasona- 
ble Terms ; but, my Lords, if our Enemies are, by their 
great Land-Armies, abfolute Mailers upon the Continent, 
they may not only prevent our receiving Afliftance from any 
of the Princes or States upon the Continent, but they may 
induce or oblige them all to join againft us ; at lcaft, they 
may oblige them to deny us Accefs to any of their Ports or 
Harbours, either for our Men of War or Merchant-Ships, 
which would at once put an entire Stop to our Trade, and 
would make it impofiible, or very dangerous, to fend our 
Squadrons to any great Diftance from our own Ports ; for" 
tho* they may be fuperior to any Squadrons that can be fit- 
ted out againft them, they are not equal to Winds and Tem- 
pefts. By thefe they may be fcattered and difperfed, fome o( 
them, perhaps, fwallowed up, and the reft left a Prey to a 
pufillanimous Foe, that might lie fkulking in Port, and watch- 
ing for fuch an Opportunity. 

4 It muft therefore be acknowledged, my Lords, that the 
orefent Circumftances of our Affairs, both at home and a- 
proad, are no way fuitabie for our engaging in an immediate 
War. I mould have been far from faying fo much of them, 
if they had not been well and publicly known. And as 
every Thing I have faid is well known to every Court in 
Europe, I think, that, inftead of finding Fault with the little 
we have obtained by this preliminary Treaty, we have reafon. 
to be furprized, that his Majefty was able to obtain fo much. 
If the Treaty had been much lefs favourable for us, I (hould 
have been for approving it, becaufe it would have prevent- 
ed our being obliged to come to an immediate Rupture ; for 
though the Circumftances of our Affairs, both abroad and at 
home, be at prefent in a bad Situation, they cannot long con* 
tinue fo : Our own Circumftances, while we remain at 
Peace, will be every Day growing better : We (hall every 
Year be able to pay off fome part of our Debt, and thereby 
cither diminiih our Taxes, or increafc our Sinking Fund. 

And 
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And is to the Circuraftances .of Affairs in E unfit, they can- Am. is Ga*. 1I# 
not long remain in the prefent Situation : It is the peculiar a l ]$^L 
Happmefs of this Ifland, that no one Nation in the World 
can attack us ; and, if we do not rafhly and unadvisedly at- 
tack them, if we will but have Patience, we can feldom fail 
of meeting with a good Opportunity, in every four or five 
Years time, for making the proudeft and the moil powerful 
Nation in Europe, heartily repent of having injured this Na- 
tion ; and that without cxpofing our own Country to the 
kaft Danger, or to any great Expence. As there are a great 
many 'different Interefts upon the Continent, as thofe diffe- 
rent Interefc . are every Day creating Difputes among the 
Princes and States thereof, and as feveral Deaths may hap- 
pen that muft give the Affairs of Europe a Turn in our Fa- 
vour ; it would be moft imprudent in us to engage in a War 
at prefent, when the State of Affairs in Europe is in a Situa- 
tion the moft unfavourable for this Nation that ever any Age 
produced ; and therefore, I mult think, that the Convention 
bow before us, was one of the witeft Steps that could be 
made ; and that it highly deferves the Thanks of every Man 
who withes well to his Country. 

* To what I have faid, my Lords, I muft add, that, in a 
few Years, we (hall probably be more united among ourfelves, 
thin we are at prefent. It mult be allowed, that we have at 
prefent a very numerous Party amongft us, who would be 
ready to join any Invader againft our eftablifhed Govern- 
ment : Some, out of a real Principle, fome, from the Hopes 
of making or mending their own private Fortunes by the 
Change, and fome from Malice, and an unjuil Refentment 
againii thofe who are employed in our Admin titration. The 
N ambers of thofe who are from Principle diiiiffcded to our 
Government, will be decreafing every Day ; becaufe, as their 
Difafiection proceeds from a wrong Education in their Youth, 
their Children have had an Opportunity of learning other 
Principles, and of difcovering the Ridiculoufnefc of thofe 
Principles by which their Parents were governed ; fb that Na- 
ture itfelf muft put an end to this Difaffe&ioo, Once it can 
meet with no confiderable Supply from the rifing Generation. 
As for thofe who hope for Advantage by a change, tjieir 
Numbers will always depend upon the probability of Succefs, 
and therefore muft always be greater or lefs, according as the 
Juncture of Affairs abroad is unlucky or favourable for this 
Nation : And as to thofe who are governed by Malice and 
Refentment, Time itfelf muft blunt the Edge of their Paf- 
fions ; and common Prudence will prevent their engaging 
with the Enemies of their Country, when, from the Suite of 
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V IP "i^ " ' * From all which Considerations, my Lords, I muft be of 
Opinion, that if the prefent Convention had not been near 
fo fatisfatfory as it is, it would have been more prudent in 
his Majefty to have accepted of it, than to have engaged the 
Nation in an immediate War ; but as I have (hewn, that we 
have thereby obtained all we could reafonabry defire, it muft 
be allowed that his Majefty has clofely, and with furprizing 
Succefe, followed the Advice that was given him by his Par- 
liament laft Seflion ; and therefore, I think, we can do no- 
thing lefs than thank him in the Terms propofedV 

The Lord Carteret. 

Lord Centra, * My Lords, as I have before given yon my Opinion rpoft 
this Queftion, which is not in the leaft altered by any thing 
the nobfe Lord that fpoke laft has faid, I rife up now only 
to take notice of fbme Things that fell from that noble Lord. 
In the firft Part of his Dhoourfe he endeavoured to (hew, 
that the Meafures purfued fmce laft Seffion, and the Conven- 
tion that has been concluded, were agreeable to the Refolu- 
tions and Addrefs of this Houfe laft Seflion of Parliament. 
My Lords, 'tis fo far otherwife, that to any one who reads 
the Refolutions we then came to, and the Addrefs we 
then prefented, both the Meafures we have purfued, and the 
Treaty we have concluded, muft appear to be diredly con- 
trary to the Advice we then cave. We advifed peaceable 
Meafures, 'tis true, but we did not advife that the Nation 
Should, in the midft of Peace, be put to the Expences of a 
War : We advifed his Majefty, 'tis true, to endeavour to 
, procure Satisfaction and Security by peaceable Means, bat 
we did not advife him to accept of a Treaty which ftipulaies 
neither the one nor the other : On the contrary, we exprefsly 
recommended to his Majefty, to infift not only upon no 
Search, but upon no contraband Goods ; whereas, in the 
Treaty, his Minifters advifed him to accept of, there is not 
fo much as a Stipulation againft either the one or the other, 
though both have been for feveral Years openly and exprefly 
pretended to by the Spaniards, and many of our Merchants 
plundered and ruined under that Pretence. 

My Lords, to pretend to give Weight to Negotiations by 
raifing Armies, and fitting out Squadrons, is a very modern, 
and a very extraordinary Piece of Politics : A Sort ofPolt- 
tics that was never pra&ifed in any Country but this, nor in 
this, before the happy /En of our prefent Adminiftration. 
When a Nation is a&ually engaged in War, it would, in- 
deed. 
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, deed, be impudent to diiband their Amies, or lay up their Ann. i* Gcp.jfJ. 
Squadrons, till a peace is fully fettled ; but in time of Peace, t »73<j« 
it is ridiculous to put a Nation to the Trouble and Expence 
of Armaments, till a War is a&uaiiy refolved on. As long 
as there are any Hopes of obtaining Satisfaction by peace- 
able Means, no wife and frugal Government ever put them- 
felves to the Expence of extraordinary military Preparations. 
Whenr all fuch hopes are.vanifhed, they then, indeed, pre- 
pare for War } but it is always with a defign to make a pro- 
per Ufe of the Preparations they make, unlets their Enemies, 
befides Satisfaction for all former Demands, agree to make 
good the Expence which their Obftinacy has occafioned. To 
raife Armies, and fit out Squadrons, under pretence of giv- 
ing Weight to Negotiations, can ferve no end therefore, but 
that of Minifters, who, by fuch Means, get an Opportunity 
of filling their own, and the Pockets of their Friends ; for 
there is no Power we can negotiate with, but knows, that 
we can both raife Armie^, and fit out Squadrons, in cafe our 
Negotiations mould prove unfuccefsful ; and our putting our- 
felves to fuch Expence, before we know the Iflue of our Ne- 
gotiations, mud give thofe we negotiate with, a bad Opiniou 
of our Conduit, which will of courfe diminiih the Weight 
of our Negotiations ; becaufe they will conclude, that thofe 
who do not know how to govern in Time of Peace, will 
much lefe know 'how to govern in Time of War. Thia 
we may know from fatal Experience ; for this Nation had 
never to little Influence upon the Councils of Europt, as fince 
we began to pretend to give Weight to our Negotiations, 
by maintaining or increafing peaceable Armies, or fitting out 
fcarmkis Squadrons : We have, by a long Courfe of fuch Po- 
litics, I am afraid, brought the Nation into fuch Contempt, 
that our Neighbours now as little regard our military Prepa- 
rations, as they do our pacific Negotiations ; and we have of 
late Years made fo many Counter-treaties, that, I'm afraid, 
every Nation in Europe defpifes our Promifes, as much as 
they contemn our Threatnings. 

' If we confider what has oeen done fir.ce laft Seffion, and 
the great Expence the Nation has been put to ; nay, if we 
give Credit to what has been insinuated by the noble Lords 
who have fpoke in Favour of this Convention, we cannot lay 
his Majefty has obtained this Treaty, infigincant as it is, by 
peaceable {tfeafures, but by Warlike Preparations j and if the 
Obftinacy of the Spaniards made fuch Preparations neceflkry, 
they, and not the People of thii Nation, ought to have been 
made to pay for their Obftinacy. But with Regard to the 
Treaty itfelf. if we will but look upon the Refomtions and 
Addrefs of laft Year, we muft fee that is ftill more contrary 
* 738-9* Oz {9 
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Aan.ii 'Geo. f I. to the Advice we then gave. We advifed and recommended id 
*73 *j« a the ftrongeft Terms, that his Majefty lhould infill upon no 
~ — "* Search, and alfo upon no contraband Goods : In this Treaty- 

there is not a Word of either ; and yet every one muft allow, 
that we recommended, and that we had great reafon to re- 
commend, that the Spaniards mould be obliged, either by 
peaceable Means, or by Force of Arms, to pafs from both 
thefe Pretences in the mod expreis Terms. The Spaniards, 
my Lords, may, without our Confent, make what Regula- 
tions they pleafe for preventing an illicit Trade with their 
Colonies in America, provided thefe Regulations be not in- 
confiftent with the Law of Nations, nor contrary to the 
Treaties iubfifting between the two Crowns : But that of 
fearching our Ships on the open Seas, is not only incon- 
fiftent with the Law of Nations, but exprefsly contrary to 
the Treaties fubfifting between the two Crowns. The noble 
Lord was pleafed to repeat a Part of the 14th Article of the 
Treaty of 1 667 : I wifh he had repeated the Whole ,• for by 
that Article it is exprefly ftipulated, * That if any Ship be- 

* longing to the Subjects and Merchants of the one or the 

* other Nation, entring into Bays, or in the open Sea, fhall 

* be encountred by the Ships of War of the other ; fuch Ships 

* of War, to prevent Diforders, /hall not come within Can- 

* non-Jhot, but (hall fend their Long boat, or Pinnace to the 

* Merchant (hip, and only two or three Men on Board, to 
' whom the Mailer (hall mew his Paflports and Sea-letters, to 

* which, entire Faith and Credit Jhall he given* Nay, by 
the foregoing Article it is provided, « That if the Ships be- 

* longing to the Subjects ot the one or other Nation, be ne- 
« ceffitated to anchor in the Roads or Bays of either, or even 
« to enter into the Ports of either, they Jhall not he molefhd or 
« vfaid; but that it (hall be fufficient for them to (hew their 

* Paflports or Sea-letters, which being feeii by the refpective 
« Officers of either King, the faid Ships (hill return freely to 
« Sea without any Moleftation.' From hence we may 'fee, 
how careful our Adminiftration was in the Reign- of Kir.g 
Charles II. to guard againft our Merchant-fhips being cx- 
pofed to the Trouble and Inconveniencies of a Search ; and 
yet fome fome People are as ready to cenfure every thing 
that was done in ' that Reign, as they are ready to applaud 
every thing that has been done in the prefent 

• This Treaty of 1667, my Lords, as the noble Lord 
that fpoke laft has obferved before me, is a general and unli- 
mited Treaty : It relates to the Seas of America, as well as 
to the Seas ofEurop * ; and as it has been renewed and con- 
firmed by every Treaty betwixt the two Crowns fincc that 
Time, it plainly demonllrates, that the fearching our Ships 



( *°9 ') 

In any Part of the World, or under any Pretence wnatfo- Ajta.12.Geo. If* 

ever, is contrary to Treaty, as well as inconMent with the 

Law of Nations. Therefore, as the Spaniards have lately 

let up a Pretence to fezrch our Ships on the open Seas of 

America, before we had fubmitted to treat with them about 

any Regulations, for rendering etFeftual the Right they have 

to prevent an illicit Trade with their Settlements. hi that Part 

of the World, we ought to have infixed upon their palling 

from this Pretence, in the moll explicit Terms that couid be 

made nfe of. 

* Now, my Lords, with Regard to contraband or prohi* 
bited Goods, for we muft take care to diftinguifh between 
the two : Becaufe contraband Goods are only Arms, Ammu* 
nition, and other U tenuis of War, whicn are on Board a 
Ship bound to an Enemy's Port ; therefore none of our 
Ships, either in the American Seas, or any other Seas, can have 
any Goods on Board, which the Spaniards can call contra- 
band, unlefs (he be bound to fome of the Ports of thofe who 
are at that very Time in War with Spain, But fuppofe a Spa- 
ni/h Ship of War mould meet at Sea a Britijb Ship, and that 
by her Paflports or Sea-letters, it mould appear, that fhe is 
bound to a Port then belonging to the Enemies of 
Spain ; for it can no other Way appear bnt by her 
Pailports or Sei-letters, as is evident from the 14th Ar- 
ticle of the Treaty of 1 667, which I have already men- 
tioned : Yet even in that Cafe, the Spaniards are not to 
tearch the Briti/b Ship at Sea, nor are they to confiscate the 
Ship and Cargo, for the fake of the contraband Goods that 
appear to be on Board. But by the 23d Article of the fame 
Treaty, it is exprefly provided, « That in cafe any contraband 

* Goods be found on Board, by the abo<ve-faid Means, they 

* fhall be taken out and connfeated 5 but for this Reafon the 

* SbipL and the other free and allowed Commodities nvhichjhall 

* bf found therein -, /hall in no <wife he either feixed or confifca- 

* exited.* And to prevent all Difputes about what may be 
deem'd contraband, the feveral forts of Goods to be deem'd 
contraband, are particularly enumerated in the 24th Article ; 
and by the 25th Article it is exprefsly ftipulated, * That 
« Wheat, Rye, Barley, or other Grain, or Pulfe, Salt, 

* Wine, Oil, and generally whatfoever belongs to the fuftain- 

* irtg and nourishing of Life, {hall not be deemed contraband, 

* though defigned to be carried to the Towns or Places of 
« Enemies, unlefs fuch Town or Place be beficg'd, and blocked 

* up, or unrounded ;' which (hews, that if the Spaniards 
hao the leaft Regard for this Nation, or for the Treaties fub- 
fifting between the two Crowns, they would never have pre- 
tcoded tohavefeized a Britijb Ship in the American Seas, on 
account of her havmg any contraband Goods on Beard. 

* Am 



( 110 ) 
Am*. Ced. n. * As to prohibited Goods, my Lords, they are very dif- 
*7& fcrent from thofe properly called contraband. Prohibited 
' Goods, which in Latin are called metres prohibit*, without 
adding the Words <vulgo contraband^ are fuch Goods as are 
prohibited to be imported, or fuch as are prohibited to 
to be exported, by the £aws of any particular Coun- 
try. Both in Spain and England there are Goods which 
are prohibited to be exported, and as there is an lntercourfe 
of Trade between the two Nations in Europe> the Subjects 
of England mzy be liable to be punifhed, if they fhoold ex- 
jjort from Spain any of the Goods prohibited to be exported 
by the Laws of that Kingdom, as well as the Subjects of 
Spain may be liable to be puniflied, if they fhould export 
mm hence any of the Goods prohibited to he exported by 
the Laws of this Kingdom. This, I (ay, may be the Cafe 
with Regard to our refpe&ive Dominions in Europe*, and 
therefore this Cafe too was regulated by the Treaty of 1667 ; 
for by the 1 $ th Article of that Treaty it is ftipulated, * That 
' if any prohibited Goods be exported from the Territories 

* of either of the faid Kings, by the refpe&ive Snbjefts of 
4 the one or the other, the prohibited Goods (hall be only 
' confiscated, and not the other Gtods ; neither fhall the De- 
4 linquent incur any other Puniflunent, except he (hall carry 

* out from the Dominions of the King of Gnat BritaJ*, 
€ the proper Coin, Wool, or Fullers Earth of the faid King- 

* doms ; or fhall cany ont of the Kingdoms or Dominions 

* of the faid King of Spain, any Gold or Silver, wrought 

* or un wrought ; in either of which Cafes the Laws of the 

* jefpe&ive Countries axe to take place.' 

* But, my Lords, as there is no lntercourfe of Trade be- 
tween the Subjects of Great Britain, and the Spanilh Settle- 
ments in America, or between the Subjecb of Spain and the 
Britijh Settlements in that Part of the World, therefore there 
can be no Goods on Board any Ships of the one Nation 
trading in thofe Seas, that can be called Prohibited by the 
other. The very Trade itfelf is prohibited, and conse- 
quently every Shilling's worth that any Britj/h Ship can ex- 
port from the Spanijh Settlements in America,- let the Goods 
be of whatever fort or kind, muft be prohibited ; and may 
be feissed and oonhTcated, not becaufe fhe has got prohibited 
or contraband Goods on Board, but becaufe fhe has been 
concerned in an. illicit Trade. 

* From what I have faid, my Lords, it muft appear, 
that no Britijh Ship failing in the American Seas, can have 
any Goods on Board, which the Spaniards can call prohi- 
bited or contraband Goods ; and as they have lately fet up 
fuch a Pretence, and have fdzed and corfifcated a great 
many of our Ships on that Account, therefore we ought to 

have 
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: IniftedBpon their wkviug that Pretence, before we had Am* tatie* V» 
fcbmitrjed to treat with them upon any other Article. But # »7>M* 
fbppoie the Spaniards ihould fey, they do not feize onr Ships 
in roe American Seas, on account of their having prohibited, 
or contraband Goods on Board,but on account or their having 
Goods an Board, which are the proper Prdduce of their Settle- 
ments in that part of the World, becaufe they look upon 
their having fuch Goods on Board, as an inconteftable Proof 
of fuch Ships having been concerned in an illicit Trade with 
their Settlements. My Lords it would be ridiculous in us 
to admit of this, and ftill more ridiculous to admit of their 
Jearchiog Britijb Ships on the open Seas of America upon this 
Pretence ; lor they would certainly, foon after, pretend to 
fearch every Ship they met with in the European Seas, and 
to coanfeate Ship and Cargo, in cafe they mould find any 
Spamijb Gold or Silver on Board, becaufe they would fay, 
chat her having Sfanijb Gold or Silver on Board, was an 
jnroaarftablf Proof of her having exported it clandcftioely 
from fame Part of Spain, and coriequently that the Laws of 
their Country ought to take place, according to the 1 5th 
Article of the Treaty of 1667. Whereas by that Treaty, 
and by the Cuftom every nnce, no Brtiijb Ship can be 
fearched on the cpen Seas by any Spanifb Ship of War ; and 
confequently even thofe Goods which are prohibited to be 
expo r t ed from Spain, cannot be feized or conhTcated, after 
they are loaded on board a Britijb Ship, and that Ship fairly 
out at Sea, unlets it mould appear by her Paffports or Sea- 
letters, that they were exported from Spain, which is a 
Cafe that can never happen ; for it can never appear by a 
Ship's Paffports or Sea-Letters, that fuch Goods were ex- 
ported from Spain ; becaufe when they are exported from 
thence clandeltinely, ss they muft be, no account of them 
can appear in the Ship's Paffports or Sea-Letters j and fuch 
Goods, when exported from any other Country, cannot 
then be called prohibited Goods by the Spaniards 1 becaufe 
they appear then by the Ship's Paffports or Sea- Letters, not 
to have been exported from Spain, and -confequently can nei- 
ther be fcrzed nor conhTcated by the Spaniards* 

4 I (hall allow, my Lords, that the Spaniards have as 
good a Right to prevent an illicit Trade with their Settle* 
meats io America, as we have to prevent an illicit Trade 
with ours. Between thefe two Cafes a Parallel may bedrawn, 
sis order to fee which of us takes the wifeft and the juftclfc 
Methods for preferring our Right. But I was furpriaed 
to hear a Parallel attempted to be drawn between an illicit 
Trade with the Spanijb Settlements in America, and a dan* 
deftine or unlawful Trade upon the Coafts of Great Britain 
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Am. laOtOb'H. and Ireland. • In the former there is no Tntercourfe of Trade 
'73M* allowed to Foreigners : No foreign Ship can enter any of their 
' Ports, but in Cafes of the greatefr, Neceffity ; therefore it is 
eafy to prevent an illicit 1 rade, without any fevere Precau- 
tions : To which I mufl add, that as there is no Conveni- 
ence of Land-Carrlhge from the By- Creeks and Corners of 
their Coails to any of 'their great Towns, no illicit Trade 
can be carried on, but at Places near fome of their great 
Towns, and there it would be eafy to prevent it, by proper 
Officers and proper Regulations at Land : Nay, even one of 
their own Governors was of Opinion, as appears by a .Letter 
of his, which was read at our Bar, that it would be eafy to 
prevent an illicit Trade, by proper Precautions at Land, 
without employing one Guarda Cofta at Sea. Whereas in 
Britain and Ireland there is a free Intercourse of Trade al- 
lowed to all Foreigners, and convenient Land or Water-Car- 
riage from every By-creek and Corner of our Coails, to 
many populous Cities and Villages ; and therefore, it is fo 
cafy for Foreigners, as well as our own Subjects, to run pro* 
hibited cr uncultomed Goods in upon us, or to (leal our 
Wool or Fuller VEarth away from us, that it is abfolutely 
necefiary for us to take Precautions, both by Sea and Land, 
againft iuch Practices. 

4 However, my Lords, notwithftanding the Difficulty we 
labour under in this Cafe, let us but conlider the Laws we 
have made againft exporting of our Wool, and againft Smug- 
gling, and we (hall find, that no foreign Nation can have the 
leaft Ground to complain of them, nor can any Foreigner 
fufier by them, unlefs lie is really guilty, or very much to 
blame. We have, 'tis true, very ievere Laws againft the 
Exportation of our Wool, and we have Guard-ihips appointed 
on purpofe, and inftru&ed to feize all Ships exporting that 
valuable Commodity to foreign Parts ; but thofe Guardfhips 
never pretend to iearch or ieize any foreign Veflel, unit is 
they have a full Proof, or very great Caufe of Sufpicipn, that 
Ihe has Wool on board, which was actually exported, or car- 
ried out to her, from fome Part of Britain or Ireland. And 
as to thofe Laws that have been made againit Ships hovering 
within two Leagues of our Coafts, they are fo limited, that 
it is hardly poii;ble any Foreigner can fufFer. unlefs he has a 
teal Defign to fmuggle ; for, even by the lail Att that was 
made againft fuch Ships, which is the mod fevere, I mean 
the late famous fmuggling A£l, pafTed but about three Years 
fince, the Veflel mult have Tea, or foreign Spirits on board, 
and thofe Spirits mufl be in Cafks under fixjy Gallons ; and 
farther, ihe mud not only appear to be .hoveling, but alio it 
fliuft appear, that (he did not pioceed on her Voyage, Wind 
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and Weather permitting, and without the Mailer's being Ami. is Geo. IT; 
able to (hew, that (he was detained, or prevented from pro- v 73*-39« 
cecding, by any neceiiary Caufe whatfoever. * ' 

' But, my Lords, Id! fome of the Spani/b Advocates in 
this Country ihould, from chefe Laws, pretend, that we 
may allow the Spaniards to make free with fuch of our 
Skips as they find (ailing within two Leagues of their Coafts 
in America, I muft take notice of fome very material Diffe- 
rences between the Britijb and the American Sens. In the 
firft place, I am fure no Man that has a true Britijb Heart, 
will allow the Spaniards to nfurp fuch a Dominion over the 
American Seas, as we have a juft Right to over the Britijb. 
And, in the next place, I muft obferve, that no foreign Ship, 
not bound for any of our Ports, can have the leaft Occafion 
to come within two Leagues of any Part of our Shore, and 
much lefs to hover within two Leagues of our Shore, unlets 
me has fome bad Defign ; but, on the contrary, as our Coafts 
are flat, and full of Sand-banks, every fair Trader will endea- 
vour to keep above two Leagues from our Shore. Whereas, 
there are none of our Ships that come from Jamaica to 
Britain, or that are bound from thence to any of our Colo* 
nies upon the Continent of America, but muft fleer their 
Courfe dofe in with the Shore of the Spani/b Iilands of Hi/ 
paukla or Cuba : The Reafon of this is, becaufe the Courfe 
from Jamaica, by the Windward Pafiage, is much fafer 
than that by the Gulph of Florida ; therefore it is chofen by 
all Ships coming from Jamaica, if they can poffibly make 
it ; but as the Trade- Winds are almoft diredly in their Teeth, 
they are obliged to keep clofe: in with the Cuba Shore, be- 
caufe there is a Land-Breeze comes off from that Ifland, 
which greatly affifts them in their Courfe, and without which 
it would be impofuble for them to make the Windward 
Pafiage. And even when they find they cannot make the 
Windward Pafiage : When they find they muft bear away for 
the Gulph, they muft, for many Leagues together, fail along 
the Cuba Shore ; and as they are obliged, after they pais 
Cape St, Antonio, upon the Weft End of the Ifland of Cuba, 
to turn up againft the Trade-Winds, they are under a Ne- 
ceffity of keeping clofe in with the Cuba Shore, in order to 
take the Benefit of the Land-Breezes from that Ifland; 
for otherwife they would be in great Danger of being for- 
ced by the Trade- Winds and the Currents, either into the 
Gulph of Mexico, or upon the Martieres ; the Danger of 
which has been confirmed by Experience ; for it was proved 
at oar Bar, that two Ships were loft but laft Year, becaufe 
they, in their Courfe, kept farther from the Shore of Cuba 
than ufual, in order to avoid the Guar da Cojfas, by which 
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ttin. 11 Geo. It Means they were both drove upon the Martieret and loft. 
l 7Z%~+ But this is not all, our Ships muft not only keep dole ia with 
" the Cuba Shore, but when they are endeavouring to make 

the Windward^Pauage, they are often obliged to hover near 
that Shore, or the Shore of Hijhanioia, for two or three 
Weeks, when the Trade- Winds blow hard, in order to wait 
for a Calm, that they may thereby have on Opportunity of 
making that Paffage. 

* This (hews, my Lords, that we cannot allow the Spa- 
niards to fearch Our Ships within any Limits at Sea, even 
though they ihould be round hovering upon their Coafts ; and 
they have -made fo bad an ufe of the Power they have lately 
ufurped, that we have, I am fure, no Jleafon to give them a 
Right to that Power by Treaty, under any Limitations what- 
ever. But farther, it is a Power they have no Occafion for, 
unlefs it be to injure and interrupt our Trade ; for their 
Coafts are not like ours in Britain and Ireland: They are 
not. full of Inhabitants, and timing or trading Villages at 
every Creek : They have no Inhabitants, but in, or near 
their great Towns, therefore no illicit Trade can be carried 
on but in their Ports, or atfome Creek very near them ; and 
there it is impoftble to carry on any illicit Trade, but by the 
Connivance of the Sfanift Governor, which is generally 
purchased by illicit Traders, in which Cafe the Spanijb 
Guar da Cefttts dare not touch them ; fo that thefe Guarda 
Ctfla y s can be of no real Ufe, but to moleft and plunder, or 
fefce, under frivolous Pretences, thofe foreign Ships, that 
have no Defign to carry on an illicit Trade with the kpaui/b 
Settlements, and therefore will not be at the Expence of, ma- 
king Prefents to Spanijb Governors. 

' I hope, my Lords, I have now made it appear, that no 
Regulations can be fettled between Spain and us, for pre- 
ierving the Right they have to exclude Foreigners from car- 
rying on any Trade in their Settlements in the Weft-Indies. 
They may lav what Penalties and Forfeitures they will upon 
their own Suoje&s in that Part of the World : They may 
even lay what Penalties and Forfeitures they will, upon thole 
Britijb Subjects that fhall come within their Territories, con- 
trary to the Treaty 1670 ; but they can lay no Penalty or 
Forfeiture on, nor can they fubjecl to their Regulations, any 
Britijb Ship or Subject that does not come within their Ter- 
ritories in America^ which we cannot alldW them to extend 
beyond the Limits of their Ports, Havens, and inhabited 
Creeks, unlefs we have a Mind to yield up to them the So- 
vereignty of the American Seas, which I hope no Britijb 
Miniiter will dare, Therefore, I cannot comprehend what 
our Plenipotentiaries have to regulate, with relation to our 
Trade and Navigation, unlefs they are to regulate and re- 
frain 
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ftnki (for ercry Regulation no* be a Reftramt) oar Right to Aim. n Geo. lit 
a free Navigation in the Amtricak Seas ; or our Right to '73^9« rf 
catty ib our Ships, whatever Goods of Merchandize we *-' ~*~" -^ 
pteafc, from one Fart of his Majefty's Dominions to ano- 
ther From hence it is evident, that this Convention is fo 
far from being agreeable to the Resolutions of this Houfe 
laft Seifion, that it is dire&ly contrary to them ; for which 
Reason, it ought certainty to be fome way amended. 

* Bet to me, my Lords, no Amendment can be of any 
Signification. I fhaJl be againft the Motion, however a- 
mended : The Convention I cannot approve of in any Shape, 
or in any Words : I have {hewn it to be a moft dishonourable 
and deAro&ve Treaty, and therefore, if anv Motion had been 
made for cenfuring it, I mould have moft heartily concurred ; 
bat as no fuch Motion is now before us, I (hat! fatisfy my 
fcif with giving a Negative to the prefent Queftion. In 
this, I hope to have a Happinefs I have been for many 
Years very little accuftomed to : I hope to have the Concur- 
rence of a great Majority of this Houfe ; for furely, no 
Load that hears me, can be under the leaft Difficulty in join- 
ing with me upon this Occafion. If the Queftion had been 
for cenfuring this Treaty, bad as it, fome Lords might have 
found themfelves^ under Difficulties : They might, perhaps, 
hove been unwilling; to cenfure what has been done by their 
Friends ; but no Kale of Friendfhip can lay them under "a 
Difficulty in giving their Negative to the prefent Queftion. 
It is only refitting to approve of what they think does not 
defcrve their Approbation ; and to approve with our Lips, 
xi wJiat we in our Hearts defpife, is the Part of a Flatterer, 
not of a Friend.' 

The Earl of CbvlmonJelry. 

* My Lords, As I am far from having the leaft Doubt of Earl of Cbclmtn- 
our Right to a free Navigation in the American Seas, or pfde/ej. 
our Right to carry in our Ships what Goods or Merchandize 
we think proper, from one Part of his Majefty's Dominions 
to another, I very much approve of what the noble Lord 
that fpoke that laft hath faid in Vindication of thefe our 
Right3 ; but from his Tiaving been at the Pains to fay fo 
much in their Vindication, 1 am perfuaded the Spaniards 
mxy have fomethfng to fay againft them, or at leaft that 
they may have fome Reafbns to offer, why we fhould agree 
to their being laid under fome Regulations, in order to fe- 
cure them againft an illicit Trade's being carried on by our 
People in their Settlements ; and this convinces me, that our 
Difpntes upon this Subjeft, were of fuch a nature, as could 
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Am. it Oeo.lh not be fully fettled by a preliminary Treaty. It mud require 

i73*-9* fome time to convince the Stmnijh Court, that thefe our 
^*^> " J Rights can admit of no Regulations, especially, as it is the 
Intereil of the Spanijb Goveraours and Captains of Guar Am 
Cofta's in America, to infill upon it that they may ; and as 
there is nothing in the Convention now before us that can in 
the leail derogate from either of thefe Rights, I am far from 
having fuch an Opinion of it as fome noble Lords have been 
pleafed to exprefs. On the contrary, I think it the moft we 
couid expect in fo fhort a time, and therefore, I thought the 
leaft I could do, was to move for an Addreis in the Terms I 
have taken the Liberty to propofe. 

' If this were a folemn and definitive Treaty, my Lords, 
there might be fome Reafon for faying, that it did not come 
up to pur Refolutions and Addrefs of lali Seflion ; but as it 
is only a preliminary Convention, and as by this Preliminary 
hJB Majefty has obtained, by peaceable Meafures, a Part of 
what was recommended to him lad Seflion, I mean Repara- 
tion for our Lofles, and has, in my Opinion, laid a Foun- 
dation for obtaining, by the fame Means, all that was re- 
commended to him ; I think he deferves Thanks from every 
Man who delights in Peace, or wifhes Profpehty to the 
Trade and Navigation of Great Britain. From fuch, I 
fay, he deferves Thanks ; and he deferves it the more, on 
account of his having obtained thofe Terms by peaceable 
Meafures : For though the fitting out of Squadrons may be 
caijed Warlike Preparations, they cannot be called Warlike 
Meafures ; and whatever other Lords may think, I ihall al- 
ways be of Opinion, that, in time of Peace, as well as in 
time of War, the Courts we negotiate with will have the 
more Regard to what we propofe, when they know we are 
ready to back Our Propo&ls with a well disciplined Army, 
and a powerful Fleet to convey that Army wherever we have 
a Mind. We can, 'tis true, raife Armies, and fit out Squa- 
drons whenever we pleafe, but we can do neither in an In- 
fant; and when Foreign Powers know that we have none 
fuch ready, they will of courfe fuppofe, they may have 
time to prepare for their Defence, before we can be in a 
Condition to attack them ; which will render them le£s plia- 
ble than they would be, if they knew that the immediate 
Confequence of their Refufal would be a powerful Invafion 
from this Kingdom, upon fome Part of their Territories. 

* For thefe Reafons, my Lords, I do not think the Mo- 
tipn I have made Hands much in need of any Amendment ; 
but if the noble Lord that fpoke laft, or any other Lord, 
will pleafe to propofe an Amendment, I (hall willingly agree 
to it, unlefs it appear to be a very unrcafonable one ; for all 
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that I propofe, my Lords, is, that we fhould make fuch a Am. is GmSJl. 
Compliment upon the prefent Occafion to his Majefty, as *7S*-9- 
his always been ufaal when any Treaty, Convention, or Ne- V 1 ^^ *^ 
gpdatkm has been laid before this Houfe by the King's Or- 
der. This, I think, is upon all fuch Occafions neceffary ; 
but, upon the prefent, I mail think it more neceifary than 
upon mpft others ? becaufe his Majefty's Succefs, with re- 
gard to the folemn and definitive Treaty, which is tQ be con- 
ceded in purfnance of this preliminary Convention, muft en- 
tirely depend upon the Refpeft (hewn to his Majefty by his 
Parliament, upon this Occafion.* 

The Earl of CbefterfielJ. 

' My Lords, I very little mind the Addrefs propofed, or Earl of Cbfcr* 
any Addrefs that can be propofed upon this Occafion : Not field. 
am I under the leaft Concern, whether you amend it or no ; 
for I fhail be againft it, however amended. I think this 
Convention the moft inglorious, the moil pernicious, that 
this Nation ever made ; and therefore I fhall be againft any 
Thing that may feem to infinuate the Approbation of this 
Hoaie. We are fwom to be faithful Counsellors to his Ma- 
jefty, and I think it would be deceiving him, it would be a 
Breach of our Honour, a Breach of our Oath, to prefent tQ 
his Majefty an Addrefs that may bear the moil diftant Refem- 
blance of an Approbation of fuch a Treaty. I do not know 
who were the Authors of it ; and therefore I cannot con- 
demn the Convention becaufe of the Authors ; but I muft 
condemn the Authors, be who they will, becaufe of the 
Convention. But, my Lords, though I do not know who 
were the Authors, I know who were not : I know his Ma- 
r was not : I know he would never have approved of it, 



if Matters had not been egregioufly mifreprefented to him. 
It is not, my Lords, to the King, we are to fhew our Re- 
sped by an Addrefs upon this Occafion : It is to his Mini- 
fen ; for I muft always look upon Addreffes that feem to 
infinuate an Approbation of public Meafures, as Addreffes 
made to the Minifters who advifed and conducted thofe 
Meafures. It is not therefore to the King, but to his Minifters, 
that we are to fhew our Refpect upon this Occafion ; and 
the only Method, by which we can regain from foreign Na- 
tions, that Refped which is due to this, and that which we 
have forfeited by our late Conduct, efpecially by our agree- 
ing to this Convention, would be to fhew no Refpedl to thofe 
that made it, but to cenfure it, and then addrefs his Ma- 
jefty, to know who had advifed it. This would be fhewing 
a due Refped to our Sovereign, and a due Refpeft to our 
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Aim.i2 Cep. Ilr own Honour. As for our Succefs, with regard to the felemit 
'7 &-9* and definitive Treaty, that is to be concluded in purfuance 
" 'of this preliminary Convention, I hope we (hall have none ; 
I would flifappomt it if poflible j for | am fure it is iinpont- 
tye to obtain an honourable Treaty, in purfuance of fuch a 
difhonourabJe Preliminary. 

4 Laft Seflion of Parliament, my Lords, we flrengthened 
fhe Hands of the Crown in a moft extraordinary Marnier t 
We pot it in the Power of the Crown to obtain Satisfaction, 
Reparation, and Security, by force of Arms, if they could 
not be obtained by peaceable Means ; but no proper Ufc has 
been made of jthe extraordinary Powers we then granted. 
Great Fleets have, indeed, been fitted oat : The Nation has 
been put to great Expence, our Seamen harrafs'd, and our 
Trade interrupted : Prom thefe mighty Preparations the Na- 
tion expected great Things ; but the Spaniards knew better: 
They knew the Imtructions given to our formidable Squa- 
drons ; or at lead they judged of them from former Expe- 
rience. They knew our Fleets were directed by the fame 
Councils they have- been for feveral Years pail, and there- 
fore they concluded, they were furnifhed with the fame 
harmlefs Inilrudions. We had before fent a Fleet to Car* 
tbagtna, where it lay peaceably for feveral Months, an Over- 
match for Spain, but an unequal Match for the Worms and 
Climate. We had before feat a Fleet to Gibraltar, when it 
was actually befieged by the Spaniards ; but that Fleet was 
not to attack or annoy them : No, it was fo civil as to open 
to Right and Left, and let Provisions pais through for the 
Enemy's befieging Army : Nay, it fcems, they had Inftruo 
tions not even to protect our Trade ; for fome of our Mer- 
chant-Ships were taken under their very Nofe. 

' Our Meets fent out laft Summer, my Lords, now appear 
to have had the fame fort of Jnftructions. We may judge 
of the Inductions given to that fent to the IVefl- Indies, from 
an accident that happened. One blunt EngHJb Captain that 
was fent out upon a Cruife, imagining that his Country was 
not put to the Expence of fending out Fleets to do nothing, 
happened to meet with a Spanijh Regifter-Ship, which he 
took and brought into Jamaica, as a lawful Prize ; but the 
C ommodore knew the Secret : He knew we were not to 
take, but in the moil humble Manner to fue for Satisfaction 
and Jullice ; and therefore he ordered the Captain not only 
to fet his Prize at liberty, but to convoy her back, with 
great Refpect, to the Latitude in which he took her. Our 
Squadron fent to the Mediterranean could have no warlike 
Inductions ; becaufe they could do no harm to Spain, un- 
lets it had been to make Prize of fome of their Fifhing- Boats, 
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tr Coafting-Barks •• They had no Land-Forces on bowel, nor Ann. t* Ceo. If. 
were provided with any Thing proper for annoying any '73*g* 
Sfamftt Town or Village upon flie Sea Coaft. None of our * 
Fleets therefore could give the leaft Weight to our Nego- 
tiations: They could fervc for nothing, but to confirm the 
Spaniards in the contemptible Opinion they have long en- 
tertained of us ; and the Confequence we find is agreeable. 
We have obtained no Satisfaction for the many Indignities 
that have been put upon us : It does not appear that we ever 
liked for it. We have obtained no Reparation for our Lofies, 
hut what was before agreed to by Spain, or what one Part 
of our own People muft make to the other. And we have 
obtained no Security for our Trade or Navigation : That 
we have left entirely to our Plenipotentiaries ; and they are 
Inch Plenipotentiaries, as, I believe, no Nation in the World 
would have trufted with an Affair of fuch Confequence ; 
for I do not know that either of them has one Shilling's 
worth Eftate in any Part of his Majefry's Dominions, to an- 
swer for any Malversations or breaches of Faith they may 
be guilty of. 

' I am furprized any Lord (hould imagine, we have got 
as ample Satisfaction as we could infift on. My Lords, the 
Word Satufadian ought not to be mentioned by any one 
that talks in favour of this Convention : We have got none. 
Has Spain agreed to punifh or deliver up any one of its Go- 
vernors or Captains, that have fo cruelly ufed our Seamen ? 
This alone can be called Satisfaction ; and this we were 
afraid to aik. We have not fo much as got, by this Con- 
vention, any Reparation for our Lofles ; and. yet we have by 
this Convention given the Spaniards a general Releafe. My 
Lords, I fhall mew that we have got no Reparation, but 
what Spain had before agreed to give, or what one Part of 
oar own People mull make to the other j and in order to 
do this, I mull examine the juft Demands, which, 'tis laid, 
Spain had upon us. The only Demands I ever heard of are, 
that which relates to the Ships we took from them in the 
Mediterranean in 1718 ; and that which relates to the Ship 
they call the Santa There/a, which was feized at Dublin in 
1735. if tncrc are anv other* I with the noble Lords who 
talk fo much in favour of the Convention, would mention 
and explain them. 

* Now, my Lords, with regard to the Ships we took from 
them in 1718, I mull infill upon it, that they were juftly 
taken, and were lawful Prize. But as we, by the Treaty hi 
1721, agreed to reftore them, let us examine the Words of 
that Treaty, in order to fee whether we have not long fince 
complied, as far as we were obliged, with the Terms of that 
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Ann. iftGeo. II. Treaty. The Words of the 5 th Article of chat Treaty arc, 
1738-9* ' That his Britannic Majefty lhall caufe to be reliored to. his 
' • Catholic Majefty, all the Ships of the Spanijb Fleet which 
' were taken by tnat of England* in the naval Battle fought 
' in the Seas of Sicily in 1 7 1 8, with the Guns and other £• 
' quipage, in the Condition they are at prefent, or elfe the 
'Value of thofe that may have been fold, at the fame 
1 P t ice that the Purchafers Jhall have given? Thefe are 
the Words of the Treaty ; and in purfuance of this, his Ca- 
tholic Majefty fent Commiflaries to, Port Mabon, where all 
thefe Ships were, except one, for I never heard that any 
more of them were fold ; and the Ships were accordingly, 
by his Majefty's Orders, offer'd to be delivered to thefe Com- 
miflaries, with their Guns and other Equipage, in the Con- 
dition they were then in, which was all we were obliged to ; 
but the CommifTaries rcfufed to accept of them, becaufe they 
-were in a decayed Condition, and unfit for Service. There- 
fore, if thefe Ships were not reftored, it was the King of 
Spain & own Fault ; for unperformed all that was incum- 
bent upon us, by the Treaty of 1 721 ; except as to what re- 
lated to the Ship that had been fold, and that Ship having 
been fent to Spain by thofe that purchafed her, after they 
had fitted her up for Service, at a very great Expence, the 
Spaniards thought fit to feize her, by which they gave us a 
Claim upon them, inftead of their having any upon us, on 
account of that Ship ; for we were obliged to account for 
her only at the Price at which fhe was fold, whereas, when 
they feized her, fhe was worth a great deal more. 

* From hence it appears, my Lords, that they could have 
no juft Demand upon us, on account of any Obligations we 
laid ourfelves under by the Treaty 1721. And with refpeel 
to the Ship they called the Santa There/a, it is well known, 
that fhe was one of thofe many Britijb Ships that have been 
of late moft unjuftly feized and confiscated by the Spaniards $ 
and as fhe happened to be fent upon a Voyage to Dublin by 
fome Spanijb Merchants, die former Owner being there at the 
time, immediately difcovertd her to be his Ship ; and, he lia- 
ving applied to the Government there, and fully proved his 
Property, we could not refufe to do juftice to our own People 
in our own Ports ; though we have for many Years neglect- 
ed to obtain Juftice for them from the Spaniards ; but if we 
confider the Convention, we fhall find, that the Value of this 
Ship is .not to be included in the 6o,oco /. Demand, which 
they mai e upon us ; for, by the fecond feparate Article, this 
Ship is to be referred to the Plenipotentiaries, and if they 
fhould give it againll us, the Value of her is Hill to be ac- 
counted for, or to be allowed in whole, or in part, as a Com- 
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penlation for the Britft Ship called The Sucrefs, the Rcfti- Aife.fslSdbi!|l 
ration of which is ftipulated 07 the fame Article. I 73 8- 9» 

- 1 hope I have now (hewn that the Spaniards had no juft ^ r " 
Demands upon us ; and therefore, I canndt comprehend 
how any Lord can talk of the mutual Demands that were . 
between the two Natioris, My Ldrds, there were no mu- 
tual Demands : The Demands were all of our Side : We had 
taken great Care they mould hare no Demands upon us ; for 
to our Chriftian Patience and long-fuffering, we added a 
Chriftian Sort of Revenge. We heaped Coals of Fire upon 
their Heads, by returning them many good Offices for many 
Injuries recefved ; but whatever Chriihanity may teach witn 
rtgard to private Life, I arn fure it inculcates no fuch Doc- 
trines with rtgard to the Behaviour of Nations or Govern- 
ments towards One another ; and I have good reafbn to be- 
lieve, that thofc who have been the chief Authors of our po- 
litical Tamenefs and Submiffidn, were no way influenced by 
any Chriftian Motives. 

' I (hall now, my Ldrds, cordider the Demands we* had 
upon Spaix \ and here I mud obferre, that the Demands of 1 
bar Merchants for Ships plundered or feized by the Spaniards* 
before our Comminaries returned from Spain, which is three"' 
or four Years fince, amounted to above 400*000 /. which* 
Sam was reckoned as the Value of what was taken or plun- 
dered at prime Coft ; for if our Merchants had valued it at 
what they might have fold the Cargoes for at Market, it 
would have amounted to above 500,000 /. befides the Da- 
mages they fufrered by the Interruption of their Trade, railing 
the Premiums upon Insurance, and loft of Ships* two of 
which we had an Account of from the Gentlemen that wer*. * 
examined at our Bar, befides many others that were ne- 
ver heard of; fome of which, there is great reafon td 
fafpeS, were taken by SpaniJB Guarda Cofta*s y and thd 
Ships, with every living Soul on board, fent to the bottom 
of the Sea, after thofe Pirates had gutted them of all they 
thought fit for their purpofe. Therefore, the Amount of out* 
real Damages, and confequently of our teal Demands upon 
Spain, at the time our Coniimflaries left that Kingdom, was 
at leaft 500,000 /. Sterling ; arid as the Spaniards have taken 
and plundered a great many of our Ships fince that time, out 
Demands upon them for Damages, without reckoning Cofts* 
muft have amounted to a great deal above 500,060 /. at thd 
Time we begin to negotiate this Convention ; for if to this 
we (hould add our Colts, I mean the extraordinary Expened 
the Nation has been put to by their dbftinate Refufal of Juf- 
fcice, our Demands upon them at that time, would amount* 
1 believe* to at leaft a Million Sterling, without onipShilJiftg's 
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.JUn.*2<taJI.Wort&of a Juft Demand upon their Side; and this whole* 
1 73 & -9- Demand we have, by this Convention, releafed, for the Sum 
of 27,000/. which is Ids than the King of Stain himfelf 
had allowed (before this Convention was thought of) to be 
juftly due to us, as I (hall prefently make appear. 

' My Lords, the Value put by our Commiuaries on the 
Demands of our Merchants, is what I have not the leaft Re- 
gard to. They feem to have been Span/ft, and not Englijb 
Commiuaries. 'Tis true, they reduced the Demands of our 
Merchants to 200,000 /. but they had not the leaft Reafon 
for what they did. . One of them that was examined at our 
Bar, could not give the leaft Shadow of Reafon* for making 
any Reduction, and much Ids for making fuch an extraor- 
dinary Reduction. From what he faid, we may judge how 
they lumped Things in Favour of Spain. He told us, that 
for about twenty Sloops,. that even they allowed to have been 
unjuftly feizcd, they lumped them at 100/ a«piece, though 
every one knows, that no Sloop, proper for (ailing on Seas 
where Tornado's, Tempcfts, and Hurricanes are frequent, 
can be built and fitted out for 100 /. without reckoning the 
Sesunens Qoaths, Provisions, and other Things that muft be 
on board. From hence we may fee, they were refolved to re- 
duce the Demands of their Countrymen as low as poffible. 
From whom they could have Inftrudions for this, I cannot 
imagine : I am fure it was not from his Majefty ; and if they 
received fuch Inftru&ions from any of his Minifters, they 
ought not to have complied with them : It was betraying fus 
Majefty, and facriflcing the Intereft of his People, to the 
felfifti Views of forac of his Miniilers. 

' But even this Sum of 200,000 /. the Court of Spain was 
"refolved, it feems, not to make good ; and as our Minifters 
were, it feems, refolved to have a Treaty at any Rate, it 
became neceflary for them to reduce this Sum : For this pty- 
pofe, we have allowed of a Demand of 60,000 /. which the 
Spaniards made upon us, though they had not, as I have 
uewn, the leaft Pretence for making fuch a Demand. 1 his 
reduced the 2co,ooo/. to 140,000/ Well, but even this 
Sum of 1 40,000 /. the Court of Spain refufed to pay ; 
therefore we allowed them to deduct 45,000/. for prompt 
Payment. Whatever other Lords may think, I mud think, 
an Allowance of near one third of the Sum due, is a pretty 
extraordinary Allowance for prompt Payment * efpecially, 
when that which is called prompt Papment, is only a promifc 
to pay in four Months. I have often, my Lords, heard of 
an Allowance made for prompt Payment, when Money is paid 
before it is due by Law or Cuftom ; but I never heard that 
j^M pffditor mjdfi a* Allowance for prompt Payment when 
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he gave Ik Debtor fear Months F o rbe ar an ce : The Allow- Ann* r»Geo» Ity 
ante is then generally of the other Side. This was the Cafe t »73*^» 
between Spain and us. The Money was due, and imme- 
dfatdv payable both by Law and Caftom; therefore they 
Jhould have made as an Allowance for Forbearance, kiftead 
of oar making them an allowance for prompt Payment. 
What Neceffky, what Obligation, could we lie under to ac- 
cept of Alignments upon his Catholic Majcfty's Revenues in 
N*w-Sfmn f It would have been ridiculous to accept of any 
foch ; becaofc we knew, by Experience, they were good fit 
nothing. 

' However, my Lords, every Pretence was to be admitted, 
that could be made, for dirnmifhing the Sum due to us from 
Spain: Therefore this Allowance for prompt Payment was 
admitted of, and this reduced the 140,000/. to 95,000/. 
Bet Hill this Sum was too large: The Court of Spain would 
not fo much as promife to Day even this Sum ; therefore, what 
our Negotiators had already allowed, for what I know, prompt- 
ed mem to fct up a moft unjuft Claim of 68,000/. agamft out 
Southern Company ; and though the Spaniards are, by their 
own Acknowledgment, indebted to our Scutb-Stu Company 
in a much larger Sum, yet it was agreed, that this 68,000 JL 
ibould be immediately paid by the Company to the King of 
Spain ; and this immediate Payment was made the fundainerf- 
tal Article of the Convention ; for the King of Spain's Pro- 
ttuation, or Declaration, I nraft, and I am convinced the 
Court of Spain will, confider as a Condition fan qua nan i 
and our agreeing to accept of any Treaty under fuch a Con- 
dition, is the more extraordinary, for that it was done by 
one who was the Company's Servant, and at that very Time, 
entrufted with the Management of their Affairs at that Court* ' 

* We may now fee, my Lords, what Reparation the King 
of Spain has, by this Convention, agreed to make us. He 
has agreed to -make a ftipufctted Payment of 95,000/. to us 
in four Months, provided oar Soutb~S ga Company make an 
immediate Prefent to him of 6 8, 000 /. fo that he is to pay 
id us but 27,000/. out of his own Pocket, which is a lets 
Sam than he had acknowledged to be due to us, before this 
Convention was thought of ; becaufe, before this Convention 
was thought of, he had acknowledged, that the Ave Ships, , 
mentioned in the 4th Article, were unjultly feized, and had 
actually font Orders to New-Spain for their Refutation ; and 
the value of thefe five Ships will, I am fare, amount to more 
than 27,000/, Nay, if in pursuance of thefe Orders they 
have been reftored, which, indeed, I believe, we have no 
Reafon to apprehend, I do not know but we may be brought 
4 or 5000/. in Debts for by that Article, the whole, or 



JsiitL t* Oeo.lf. any Part of them, that {hall appear to hare been refttred, 
*73 8 ^9* f is to be repaid by us. 

* Let us now fee, my Lords, what Reparation we have 
obtained, by this Convention. Our plundered Merchants 
are, indeed, to have 155,000/. divided among them, the 
Salaries, Fees and Perquifites of tbofe who are to make the 
Divifion, being firft deducted ; and this they are to have as 
a full Satisfaction for their Damages, which amount to more 
than 500,000/. But how is this 155,000/. to be raifed ? 
Why 60,000/ of it, muft be raifed by a Tax upon our 
own People, or by making a new Encroachment upon our 
inking Fund ; 68,coo/. another Part of it, is to be raifed 
by, or rather taken by Violence from our own SoMtb-Sea 
Company; and the remaining 27,000/. is to be paid to us 
by the King of Spain, which is a left Sum than he had ac- 
knowledged to be due to us, before this Convention was 
thought of. I beg pardon, tay Lords, for detaining you 
(6 long upon this Head ; but as this Treaty feems to have 
been artfully calculated for palming a (ham Reparation upon 
the Nation, I was obliged to examine it to the bottom, in 
order to detect the Artifices that have been made ufe of for 
covering the Deceit. 

* Now, my Lords, with regard to our future Security, we 
have been fo negligent of it in this preliminary Treaty, that 
we have not fo much as obtained from the Spaniards a Suf- 
penfion of their wonted Depredations. Where Spain is to 
be a Gainer by a Sufpenfion, there it is expre&ly ltipulatcd ; 
but where we are to be Gainers, it is entirely neglected. 
We have promifed to fufpend all Fortifications and Improve? 
ments in Gtorgia and Carolina ; but Spain has not promifed 
to fufpend fearching our Ships, and confifcating them upon 
frivolous Pretences. For this NegleQ, a learned Lord has 
found out a moft ingenious Excufe : He has tojd us, that if 
we had ftipulated any fuch Sufpenfion, it would have im- 
ported an Acknowledgment of their Right to (earch and 
confiscate. How this may be in Law, I do not know ; 
but I do not think it agreeable to Common Senfe. I can? 
not think, that my exacting a Promife from a Man to fuf- 
pend doing me an Injury, is the leaft Acknowledgment, 

* that he has a Right to do me an Injury. But if a bulpcD? 
fion could be any way understood to be an Acknowledge 
rnent of their Right to fearch and confiscate our Ships, the 
allowing them to continue the Practice, muft be a more di- 
reft, and, I am fure, a more hurtful fort of Acknowledge 
pient. Therefore, I muft look upon this Negleft in the 
preliminary Convention, as a bad Omen, with refpeft to 
(he definitive Tfl»ty, Tl» Time, \t js true* in which thjs 

. definitive; 
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definitive Treaty is to be fettled, » but eight Months : They Ajmw »*€•**, 
cannot, perhaps, do as any great Injury in that Time ; but, i73*~9* 
that Term may be renewed, may be often renewed, I be- 
lie?* it will be renewed from Time to Time, as long as 
fome People have any Influence in our Councils ; for 1 do 
not believe it will ever be in their Power to make the Spa- 
niards give up any Right they pretend to ; and no Britijk 
Minuter will ever dare to {pant them, by a folemn Treaty, 
a Right to fearch BtUifb Ships on the open Seas, or a. Right 
to piefcribe to his Majeity's Subjecls, what fort of Goods 
they (hall be allqw'd to carry in their Ships from one Fait 
of his Majefty's Dominions to another. For thisReaibn, I 
do not know, but that our Negotiations for a definitive Trea- 
ty may bit as long as our Negotiations for this Preliminary 
have continued, which I mult look on to be at leaft tea 
Years ; for thefe Renewals or Continuations may be iafely 
agreed to, becaufe they will not be much taken notice of, or 
relented by the People ; and during that whole Time, the 
Spaniards are to continue to exercife a moft unjuft Encroach* 
ment upon us, while we mud continue to fufpend the na« 
tora! Right we have to fortify and improve our own Domi- 



' As for the Pretence, my Lords, that the Spaniards have 
given up their Right to fearch or conmcate our Ships, and 
have acknowledged themfelves in the Wrong, by agreeing 
to pay us Damages and Colts, I have already {hewn that 
they have not agreed, by this Treaty, to pay us any Da* 
mages, but what they had before acknowledged to be dues 
and I was furprized to hear a learned Lord, who certainly 
underuands what is meant by Damages and Coils, fo far 
miihke the Matter, as to lay, the Spaniards have agreed to 
pay Cofb. Our Colls are the Expences the Nation was 
put to in Warlike Preparations lail bummer, which the Spa- 
niards have not agreed to pay one Shilling of; for whether 
thofe Preparations are to be called Warlike Meafures or not, 
they certainly coft us a great deal of Money ; and in all Na* 
toons but this, they look mighty like War : Even in this, 
pll within thefe twenty Yean, they have generally been the 
certain Harbinger of War ; and will be fo again, as foon as 
we begin to have a Regard to our Character Abroad, or our 
Oeconomy at Home 

* My Lords, I have this Day, and upon this Occafion* 
heard a Diftin&ion made by a learned Lord, between a 
Right, and the Enjoyment of a Right. What the noble 
Lord meant by his Diftin&ion, I cannot comprehend : for it 
is a Dmm&ion which, I confefs, I do not understand. I am 
fine no Right is good Jbr any thing unlefs it he enjpy'd, no* 
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Acta, ti G*o,i& by 6uf Plenipotentiaries. My Lords, if we agree to regulate 
»7j8-9. them, we grant them ; and if we grant them under any Re- 
"^ ** gulatiqns, we can no longer pretend to a free Navigation or 

Commerce in the American Seas : Therefore, my Lords. I 
mud look upon this Article as an artful, or indirect Surren- 
der, (I fhall not give it the Name it deferves) of the moft 
Undoubted, and the moil valuable Rights of the People of 
Great Britain. The learned Prelate who (poke foxne time 
ago, and the learned Lord who fpoke fince, have, indeed, 
upon this Subject, fhewn thenifelves excellent Advocates for 
Spain : I hope the Spani'Jh Plenipotentiaries will neither have" 
4b much Eloquence, nor (0 many Arguments ; for, if they 
have, as I have no very great Opinion of the Capacity or 
Qualifications df our ovvn, I am afraid we (hill come off with 
the worft. But their Arguments in favour of Spain have been 
fo fully anfwered by the noble Duke that fpoke after the Re- 
verend Prelate* and the noble Lord that fpoke lafl but one, 
that I need not, if I could, add any thing to the Aniwers 
they have made ; therefore, I fhall only with* that our Ple- 
nipotentiaries had been here to have heard them, in order 
that they might have learned how to defend the Caufe of 
their Country againft the moil artful Arguments that can bd 
made ufe of by its Enemies. 

• The only other Right now in difpute between Spain and 
us, that feems td have oeen taken the leaft Notice df in our 
late Negotiations, is our Right to Georgia and Carolina. 
This, the noble Lord who (poke lafl but twd, has repre- 
sented as a Dilute about Limits only ; though every one 
knows, the Spaniards have lately begun to dnpute our Right 
to Georgia, and even to a great Part of Carolina* particu- 
larly our Right to the former, which they fo peremptorily 
deny, that they would not allow the Name to be fo much as 
mentioned in this Convention ; and as we have lately given 
that Country the Name of Georgia, not only by Charter, but 
by Authority of Parliament, our accepting of an Article 
about the Regulation of Limits, without mentioning our 
frontier Province, will, I am afraid, be confidered by the 
Spaniards as a Surrender of that Province. We may, if Awe 
will, give up Georgia ; we may give up South-Carolina, and 
Vet fay, that the only Difpute between Spain and us was a- 
bout Limits; becaufe the Spaniards infixed, that the River 
Podie, upon the Borders of North Carolina, was the proper 
Limit between Florida and Carolina ; whereas we infilled, 
that the River Alatamaha was the proper Limit. This, I 
fay, mieht be called a Difpute only about Limits ; but, if 
wc mould give up all the Country lying between thefe two 
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Rjtfti; if we dtf not me op a Right, I will lay, we give op Ann. 11 tko.IV 
a very valuable Poffeffion. . l n % -* 

* 1 have now fhewn, my Lords, that by this Convention 
we have obtained no Reparation ; and that, fo far from ob- 
taining future Security, we feem to have, in fome Meafure, 
given up every thing, upon which our future Security can be 
feymded. What, wen, could induce us to accept of ujch an 
nnJatisfactary, fach a difhonourable Preliminary ? Which is a 
Queftion that leads me of courfe to confider the prefent Cir- 
cumfances of Eur opt in general, and of this Nation in par- 
ticular. This, my Lords, I confefs, is a Subject which I 
touch on with Reluctance ; becaufe, I am fure it can afford 
bo great Comfort, either to the Speaker, or to the Hearer. 
The State of our Affairs, both at Home and Abroad, I {hall 
grant, is difmal enough j but I am forty to hear it made 
more difinal than it really is, for the fake of juftifying an 
inglorious Treaty, or a daftardly Submiffion to the moil pro- 
voking Infults. The Affairs of Europe are, indeed, at pre- 
fent, in a Situation not very favourable for this Kingdom j 
but what is this owing to ? It is owing, my Lords, to a ridi- 
culous Notion we took up about fifteen Years ago, of the 
overgrown Power of the Houfe of Aufiria: A Notion that 
could be mfttUed into us by nothing but French Councils ; 
and who were the chief Propagators of this pernicious No- 
tion, we may well remember. This Notion produced the 
Treaty of Hanover: A Treaty calculated for dinolving an 
Alliance, which we ought to have cultivated and itrengthened 
with all our Art ; becaufe it could be prejudicial to no State 
in Europe but France alone. And this Treaty of Hanavor 
drove us into that long Chain of Negotiations, Treaties and 
Expence, by which we not only re united the two Branches 
of the Houfe of Bourbon, but contributed, at our own Ex- 
pence, to aggrandize them. Our Fleets were employed to 
give Principalities to one of the Branches of that Houfe : 
And now we are told, you muff not vindicate your Rights, 
or your Honour, againlt one of thefe Branches, becaufe it 
may be aflifted by the other. 

• My Lords, if this Argument proves any thing, it proves 
too much ; if we dare not revenge the Affronts that are put 
upon us, nor repel the mod unjuft Encroachments, for Fear 
& France, we have nothing to do but lie down and die. 
It fignines nothing to put it off by Patch-work, and Expe- 
dients, for eight Months longer. But this, my Lords, has 
been our Method for feveral Years. Like Builders, that 
build a Houfe to laft only for the Term of their Leafe, they 
build of rotten Materials ; and if they can, by Patchwork, 
keep k up while they are in it, they do not care if it tumbles 
17389 R upon 
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Arm. is Geo. 0. upon, and crdh.es the Landlord under its Ruins* A MJnt- 
x 7S*-9* a fter that has no Credit or Chara&er Abroad, dot any Autho- 
rity or Afie&on among the People at Home, muft have Re- 
courfe to Patch-work and Expedients. He can hare no Ma- 
terials, but the rotten Hearts of Sycophants and Time-ierv- 
crs ; and thefe muft be kept together, at a great Expence, 
by temporary Expedients : He neither can, nor will, think 
of building a fond and laftmg Fabrick ; but, I hope the 
Nation witf never allow him to build for them ; or if they 
mould be fo unwife, as to allow him to ere& a deceitful Fa- 
brick, that they will poll it about his Ears, before he has 
Time to encloie them ; for if they fhould allow him to go 
on, he may fo environ them with Ruins, that it will hardly 
be poflible for them to find their Way out. 

* I cannot eafily believe, my Lords, that France will affifi: 
Spain in putting a Yoke upon us, that may afterwards lerve 
as a Precedent for putting the fame Yoke upon therafelves. 
The Court of France k feldom fo fhort in its Politics. I am 
rather inclined to think, that the Court of France will either 
endeavour to prevail on us to accept of (ham Treaties, and 
a precarious Security, or, in cafe of a War, that they will 
endeavour to prevent our bringing it to a fpeedy Iffue, by a 
vigorous Profecation. I hope we fliall take care not to be 
directed or dup'd by French Councils in either of thefe Gales ; 
for both will he deftru&ive to this Nation, both wiH ierve 
the Ends of France : A precarious Peace, or a languid War, 
will keep tip a Contention between Spain and us ; and ftich 
a Contention will contribute gready to eftablifh the Trade 
of France upon the Ruins of the Trade of this Nation. But 
fuppofe thefe two Nations fhould unite againft us, and that 
we have negotiated ourfelves out of every Alliance that can 
give us any Alfiftance ; yet ftill we muft do the beft we can. 
By a wife and vigorous Conduit we might make both of them 
repent of their Undertaking. They both depend greatly 
upon their Trade and Territories in the Weft-Indies, where 
.we may be Mailers if we will ; and though they have both of 
late got great Additions of Power by our Blunders, yet they 
muft not pretend to prefcribe to all the Powers ot Europe. 
Such an Attempt would bring back to us thofe Allies, whom 
we have detach'd by our late Conduft ; and in that Cafe, a 
Confederacy might foon be formed, that would be able to 
prefcribe Laws both to France and Spain, inftead of receiv- 
ing Laws from them. The prefent Afpeft of Affairs in Eu- 
rope is, 'tis true, difmal enough ; but it is not yet fo difinal 
as it was in the beginning of the Year 1702 ; and every one 
knows the glorious Succds of the Confederacy that was then 
formed againft France and Spain. But before we can expect 

any 



( 130 

any Succe6*kher in War, or in forming Confederacies, we Amu itGeo.^jf. 
jnuft take Care to unite our People amongft thcmfelves, and i »73 8 ^ ' 
to eflahliih among them a Confidence in the Conduit of thofe 
that govern them ; which, I am afraid, cannot be done by 
thofe who have fprcad Difunion and Diitroft, not only a* 
nongft oar Allies abroad, but amongft our People at Home. 

* Our Trade with Spaia> my Lords, was once a potable 
Trade to this Nation : but, as Franc* has lately got much 
into that Trade, it is not near fo profitable to us as it was. 
If it were not for our Plantations, I believe we fhould be no 
peat Gainers upon the Balance. We fhall manage the War 
out ill, if we do not make more by a War with Upain, than 
we can do by a precarious and interrupted Trade. But if it 
were otherwife, we cannot preserve our Trade with that Na- 
tion, or with any Nation, bat by preserving their Efteem 
and their Friendship ; and thefe we muft lofe, if we fubmit 
tamely to their Infults. Thefe Walls, my Lords, ought to 
put us in mind of the Methods by which our Anceftors pre- 
served the Trade, and vindicated the Honour of the Na- 
tion. Thefe fhew it was not by Negotiation, nor by lump- 
ing away the juft Demands of their Country. I do not 
know, if there are any hiiiorical Looms now at work, but 
I am afraid our Spit bead wd Cartbagena Expeditions would 
make as bad a Figure in a Piece of Tapeftry, as they will 
hereafter do in our Hiftories. 

• But I hope, my Lords, we have no (uch Looms at work: 
It would be for the Honour of the Nation, if no Memoran- 
dum could be preJerved of fome of our pad Transitions; 
for we nmft alter our Meafures, before we can transmit to 
Poiterity what they can retted on with Satisfaction or Emu- 
lation. If we had taken Example from the Conduct of a 
Minifter in a neighbouring Country, our Affairs both at 
Home and Abroad, would nave been in a very different Si- 
tuation : By encouraging Trade and Manufactures, by Parii- 
xnonT in pubHc Expence, by not engaging needlefly in anv 
Brafls, and by vindicating the Honour of his Country with 
Refoktioo, when there was Occafion, he has rendered his 
Country happy, and himfelf glorious. But we have followed 
contrary Meafures, and by fo doing, have brought ourfelves 
into that DiHrefs, which is now made the chief Argument for 
our agreeing to this inglorious Convention. 

' However, my Lord?, I think the State of our Affairs 
not yet fo defperate, as that it ought to be a prevailing Ar- 
gument upon this Occasion. I hope 1 have {hewn, that the 
State of Affairs in Europe, is not fo bad as it has been repre- 
iented ; and as to our Domeffic A flairs, can they improve 
by fobmitting to daily Infults, and to Ufurpations that muft 
1738-9, R 2 deftroy 
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Jim. ii Geo. II. deftroy our Trade ? In fuch Circumftances, can we pay off 
1738-9. ^ Debts, can we preferve our Sinking Fund ? No, my 
Lords by the Decay of our Trade, our People muft every 
Day become poorer, and lefs numerous : This will diminim 
our Confumption ; and this again will- of courfe dimtnifh 
the annual Produce of our Taxes : We may, by a more ri- 
gorc4H Collection, keep it up to its old Value for fome Years ; 
but it will foon begin to fink confideraby every Year ; and 
this will at laft annihilate our Sinking Fund. We cannot 
therefore propofe to pay off our Debt, unlefs we preferve our 
Trade ; nor can we pay any Debt, if in time of Peace we 
mud be at the Expence of War, which was our Cafe laft 
Summer, and may probably be fo for many Summers to 
come ; for if great Armaments and Military Preparations 
were neceflary to procure a Preliminary Convention, furely 
they will be as neceflary for procuring a definitive Treaty ; 
therefore we mud have a numerous Army at Land, and 
formidable Squadrons, I mean in fhow, my Lords, at Sea, 
till this Treaty be concluded and ratified, which I am con- 
vinced will not be very fpeedily. In the mean time, as we 
have ftipulated no Safpenfion, our Merchants will be plun- 
dered, and our Seamen cruelly ufed by the Spatiijb Guarda 
Coftcis ; which will of courfe render our People more and 
more difcontented, and at laft difafFeded. Our People, 'tis 
true, may become more united ; but it will be againft our 
eilablimed Government; and in that Cafe, I hope, it will 
be allowed, that our Domeftic Affairs would be in a worfe 
Condition than they are at prefent, and our Government lefs 
able to carry on a Foreign War, than our prefent Govern- 
ment can be fuppofed to be. 

* Our Domeftic Affairs may therefore, my Lords, grow 
Worfe, but they cannot grow better, by our continuing in 
fuch a Warlike Peace, as we have continued in for almoft 
thefc twenty Years ; and we can expeft no other fort of 
Peace, till we retrieve our Character, and eftablifh our 
Security, which, I think, can now be done no other Way 
but by a vigorous and well-conducled War. Butfuppofe, my 
Lords, the State of Affairs, both at home and abroad, were as 
difmal as it has been represented by thofe who have fpoke in 
Favour of this Co vent ion, could this beany Reafon for our fil- 
ing for, or agreeing to fuch a Treaty ? We were in no danger 
of being attacked by Spain : We were not fo much as threat- 
lied with any fuch Attack : We wanted only Satiffadion and 
Reparation for paft Injuries, and Security againft future : 
Therefore we had no Shadow "of Reafon for agreeing tcv any 
Treaty, that did not give us either the one or the other. By 
{his we have obtained neither : We have abfojutely releafed 

and 
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tnd gives op the former ; and we have rendered die latter Am- tsGeo.II, 

more precarious than it was before. If we had made no '7S*-9» 

Treaty, no Preliminary, Spain could only have continued to 

faze and confifcate fuch of our Merchant-fhips as they could 

meet with and overcome ; and this they may ftill do, npt- 

withftanding this Treaty. What would have been the 

Confequence ? Suppofe the Nation at prefent abfolutel^ un* 

able to vindicate its Rights or its Honour by Force of Arm?, 

yet we might have waited with Patience rill an Opportunity 

offered, without being expofed to fufrer, in the mean time, 

more than we are now expofed to, notwithstanding this 

Treaty ; and when an Opportunity offered for vindicating 

oar Rights and our Honour by Force of Arms, we could 

then have infilled upon full Reparation for all Lodes, all 

Damage, all Expence, which we cannot now do j becaufc, 

by this Treaty, we have given a general Releafe. 

1 I (hall agree, my Lords, that this Nation can never 
long want an Opportunity for Revenge againft any Nation 
in Europe. This is our Happineft ; but this ought to have 
been an Argument againft our granting fuch a generous Re- 
Icaie as we have granted by this Preliminary, fiefides, my 
Lords, it is an Argument fome People ought to be aihamed 
to mention, if they could be afhamed of any thing. It is 
almoft twenty Years fmce Spain fet up every Claim againft 
os, they now pretend to : It is almoft twenty Years fince 
they have been in a continued and uninterrupted Courfe of 
iisfulting the Nation, plundering our Merchants, and mal- 
treating our Seamen ; and 'tis ftrange, that in fo long a 
time, we could find no Opportunity for Revenge, againft a 
Nation, which no Man will fay is by i tie If an equal Match 
for this. My Lords, we have had many Opportunities ; 
bat we have neglecled them all, or have been prevailed on 
by French Councils, or worfe, to make ufe of none of them. 
We had one about feven Years fince, which, it is amazing, 
we neglecled ; and the fatal Confluences of that Neglect 
now begin to appear ; bur, I'm afraid, they do not yet all 
appear : If they are not prevented by a change of Meafures 
in this Kingdom, they may prove fatal to Europe i as 
well as to England \ and they cannot be prevented without 
an infinite Expence to this Nation, for which thofe who 
gave Rife to them, ought, I hope, they will be made to 
anfwer. 

' This ihews, my Lords, that we ought not to hav« 
been fo ready, I fhall not fay raft, in approving of Treaties 
or Negotiations, as we have been for feveral Years paft. 
We onght to approve of no Treaty without maturely confi- 
ning its Teuns and its Confluences, as alfo the Neceffity 

there 
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An*. i» Geo. II theft was for agreeing fc> it; for a* every Treaty is a new 
n '73**9* t National Obligation, no Treaty ought to be agreed to, with- 
*- ' ~Y~ ' ^ out fome NecefEty for fo doing. And, I am convinced, 
that no Man who maturely confiders the Treaty now before 
us, either in its Terms, its Confequences, or the Neceifity 
there was for our agreeing to it, will approve of it in any 
Shape. AnixnmediateWar is not the necefTary Confoquence 
of our refhfing to approve of it, by putting a Negative upon 
this Motion. His Majefiy may, nevertheless, wait for a 
more proper Opportunity of declaring War. But if we 
Aould, in any Shape, approve of this Treaty, the Demands 
which we may juffly make, and fully obtain, in cafe of a 
raccefsful War, will thereby be greatly diminiftied ; there- 
lore the Motion which the noble Lord has been pleafed to 
make, will, I hope, be disagreed to,' 

The Lord Ueroey. 

lord J&wy, * *fy IxmK ^ c noble Lords who have fpoke before me, 

have said fo mnch,and have expreued their Sentiments fo dear- 
ly, in favour of the Convention, that I cannot propose to fay 

' any thing new, or to fay any thing better, upon the Subjed. 

I flail, therefore, only take notice of fome Fads, which, I 
think, have been miftaken, or mifreprefented, by chose who 
have fpoke upon the other Side of the Queftion ; and this I 
frail do without attempting any Turns of Wit, or any thing 
of what may be calTd Flowers of Rhetoric, f I were capable 
of making the beft ufe of fuch a way of fpeaking ; if I were 
as great a Wit, and as great an Orator, as ever appeared in 
the Aflemblies of the ancient Greeks or Rom am, the Refpeel 
I have for your Lordfhips, would prevent my making ufe of 
jt in this Houfe ; becaule, fuch a Method of fpeaking I take 
to be fit only for AiTemblies that are led by their Paffions, and 
not governed by their Reafon. 

' Laft Seffion of Parliament, my Lords, we ftrengthened, 
'tis true, the Hands of the Crown, and I hope the pre&ar, 
and every future Seffion will do the fame, when there is the 
like Occafion ; but we muft remember, that though we 
ftrengthened the Hands of the Crown, yet at the fame time 
we recommended .peaceable Meafures ; and therefore the 
Power we then gave to the Crown, was not to be made ufe 
of in any hoftile Manner, as long as there were Hopes of 
obtaining Satisjaclion by amicable Means. This was the 2 re- 
tention, this was the Advice of Parliament ; and according 
to this Advice his Majefty apply'd to the Court of Spain, to 
fee what could be done by way of Negotiation. At the fame 
time he made fo far \}k of the Poweis granted him by Par- 
liament, 



hflfent, as to fit oat feveral Squadrons, and fetid them toAia.«fto.tt 

tfceir proper Stations, m order to convince the Court of *73*-9* 

Sptiw, that we were ready to revenge, in cafe they (hould re- v 

We, or tsmreafonably delay giving us Satisfaction ; but it 

would have been contrary to the Advice of Parliament, to 

have feat any of tbofc Fleets oat, with Inftructions to begin 

Hostilities. Such Iiutiractions might have been eafiry and 

ipeedily (est, as feon as his Majefty had found that nothing 

eife would prevail ; but to have given them fuch Inftructi* 

oas, before he had made the leaft Application for procuring 

Jufbce tnd Satisfaction in a peaceable Way, would have been 

cfiredry contrary to what was recommended to him by both 

Hoafes, iaft Seffion of Parliament. 

' The Fleet that was fent to the Mediterranean, my Lords, 
was properly and fumciemry provided for anfwering all the 
Ends that were intended by it, even though a War had broke 
oat between die two Nations ; for, even in that Cafe, it 
woold have been ridiculous in us to have expended our 
Strength, ami pert our (erves to a great Charge, in attacking 
any of the Spamjb Dominions in E urope, where we could do 
tbcm but little Prejudice, and could reap no great Advantage 
to oar (elves. That Fleet, therefore, could only be defign- 
ed for protecting oar own Foflejjkras and Trade in that rat 
of the World, tor intercepting any Stonifb Ships that (hould 
happen to efcapeour Fleet in the freft* Indies, and for pre- 
venting any Supplies being fent from Old Spain to any of 
their Colonies, or Plantations in America ; and for anfwering 
all thefe Furpofes, the Fleet that was font to the Coafts of 
Spain, was mfheiendy provided with every thing that was 
Decenary. 

f The Weft Indies, my Lords, is the Part of the World, 
where, in cafe of a War, we could do the moft Harm to 
Spain, and the moft Good to our felves ; and there, if we 
can betpreyent any Supplies being fent from Old Spain, 
we (hail ftand in need of no Land-Forces being fent from 
hence. Our own Colonies, upon the Continent and in the 
Hands of America, would foon furnifh us with Land Forces 
fofficient for attacking Stain by Land in that Quarter, if 
we fend a Squadron ot Men of War fofficient to protect 
them at Sea. But foppofe it mould be necenaryfor us to fend 
Land Forces from hence ; it would not be proper, becaufe 
of the Climate, to fend them thither, till we were juft ready 
co enter upon Action, which could not be our Cafe the Be- 
ginning of laft Summer; becaufe his Majefty was to try 
what could be done by peaceable Means, before commencing 
Hoftilities, either in the Weft- Indies or in Europe. For this 
reafon, it was neccflary to fend a Squadron to the Weft* 
2 India 
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At*>.itGtoiU. Indies for" protecting our Trade in the mean time; and itf 
z 73*-9- order to take Land Forces on Board, as foon as any could 
be raifed in our Colonies, in cafe a War had become nccef- 
fary ; but it would have been contrary to the Plan that was 
prefcribed by Parliament, to have immediately begun Hofti* 
tities ; and therefore it was wrong to feize the Spanijb Regi- 
fter-Ship, which the noble Lord was pleafed to mention, 
and it was right in our Commodore to order her being re- 
ftored. 

' My Lords,- as the Court of Spain could not be ignorant 
of the Advice that was given to his Majefty by his Parlia- 
ment laft SefTton, and as his Majefty, to our Happineis and 
his own Honour, has always made the Advice of his Parlia- 
ment the Rule of his Actions, they could not but fuppofe, 
that the Squadrons we' fent out were inftrucled not to begin. 
Hoftilities, till farther Orders ; but fuch Orders, they Icnew, 
might foon be fent ; fuch Orders, they knew, would be fent'im- 
mediately, upon their refuting to give Ear (o a friendly Accom* 
modation of thofe Difputes that fubfifted between the two Na- 
tions. This they were fenfible of, and therefore, they not only 
appeared williug to do us Juftice, but have granted all that we 
could expedby a fuccefsful War } for even, m cafe of a fuccefs- 
ful War, we mult at laft have agreed to Preliminaries,' before 
Peace could be reftored.and by thofe Preliminaries we could ex- 
pect no more than a full Satisfaction for our Loffes,and an Agree- 
ment to have all other Difputes adjufted by a definitive Treaty. 
' But, my Lords, before I enter into the Consideration 
of what we have got by Peace, I muft examine a little into 
what we could expect, or might have loft, by War ; for 
though I have as gr:at a Confidence in the Strength and 
Courage of my Country, as any Man ought to have, yet I 
am not fb fanguine, as to think, that we have Victory chain- 
ed to our Chariot- Wheel, or that we muft be fuccefsful in 
every War we engage in ; and therefore in all Queftions re- 
lating to War or Peace, I think we ought to confider what 
we may lofe, as well as what we may get, by a War. By a 
War with Spain, my Lords, we could not expect to make 
much by Privateering, or by taking and making Prize of 
their Ships at Sea. In cafe of a War with this Nation, they 
would fend no Ships to Sea, but fraail, light Frigates, by way 
of Privateers, for intercepting fuch of our Merchant-fhips as 
they found without, or ftraggling too far from a Convoy ; 
and though by taking fuch, we might prevent a Lofs and 
Interruption in Trade, yet we could not expect to reap any 
great Benefit. Some People may, perhaps, imagine, that 
great Advantages might be made by our intercepting their 
Plate Fleets, or the bhips that are employed in their Trade 

with 
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imh their Settlements, in America, becaufe none bat Spantfi Amu u «ao. tit< % 
Sliipscan be employed in that Trade ; but even* this would be *73$V 
precarious, and might, in feveral Shapes, be entirely prevented; { 
tor if they mould open that Trade to the French and Dutch, it 
is what thofe two Nations would be glad to accept of : 
add we could not pretend to make Prize oi a French ornDutcb 
Ship, on Account of her being bound to or from the Spanijh 
Settlements in America, no more than we could make Prize 
of her on Account of her being bound to or from any Port 
in Spain : We could not fo much as pretend to ieize any 
Treafure or Goods (except contraband) (he had on Board, 
uukfs we could prove, that thofe Goods, or that Treafurc, 
adoally belonged to the King or Subje&s of Spain, which, it 
would be impoflible to do. By this Method, the Spaniards 
might render it impoflible for us to feize any of their Trea- 
furc or Effe£b, in its Paftage between New and Old Spain ; 
and even without opening a Trade to their Settlements, they 
might almoft as efe&ually do the fame, by means of the 
Dutch Ifland of Curo/fo, and the French Settlements in Hif- 
fauiola, or the Iflandof Martinique ; for thefe Places lie to 
near the Spanijhk Settlements in America, that it would be 
eafy for the Spaniards to carry their Treafure and Etfecls, in 
their own Ships, to one or other of thefe Places, and to 
take from thence what Goods or Merchandize they had oc- 
cafion for, without running any great Rifle of being inter* 
opted by our Men of War, or Privateers ; and from thefe 
Places the Spanijh Treafure and Efie&s might be fafely brought 
to Spain in French or Dutch Bottoms, and in the Name of 
French or Dutch Merchants. 

* Thus it appears, my Lords, that in cafe cf a War 
with Spain, we could not expert any great Advantage by 
Privateering, or by any Prizes we could take at Sea ; and at 
Land we could make no Conquefts. No Man will pretend 
that, if it were in our Power, • it would be our intereft to 
conquer any of the Spanijh Dominions in Europe ; at lead, I 
amiure^ it would not be our Intereft to keep them, nor 
would it be our Intereft to give them to any other Power in 
Europe. And as to their Dominions - in America , or the 
Wtfi- Indies, we have exprefsly promifed, by the Treaty of 
Utrecht, that they {hall be preferved whole and entire to the 
prefent King of Spain, and his Suceeflbrs ; fo that by en- 
deavouring to conquer any of them, we mould not only 
commit a Breach of that Treaty, but likewife we mould 
probably Taifc op a Confederacy in Europe againft os ; for 
none of the Powers of Europe would chafe to fee us Mafterr 
•f the Whole, or any Part of the Spanijh Wt ft- Indies* * 
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Aiii. nOeo.0. * Therefore, my Lords, the only Method by which we 
v »7j3-^. t could propofe to get any Advantage, by a War with Spain, 
would be by making Inroad.* upon, and plundering their 
Settlements in America ; and this we fhould find much more 
difficult than it was formerly. Their Sea-ports, and inland 
Towns in that Part of the World, are now better fortified, 
and better provided with every thing neceflary for making a 
flout Defence, than ever they were heretofore ; and yet* 
during the lad War, I believe it cannot be faid, that the 
Nation got much by any Inroads that were made upon them. 
The truth is, we never attempted to make any confiderable 
Inroads, or any Conquefts, in that Part of the World„becauie 
of the Difficulty and Expence of tranfporting a Land- Army 
thither ; and becaufe we knew the Climate to be very un- 
wholfome for any Land-Army we could fend thither. 

' Having thus fhewn, my Lords, that we cannot exped 
any great Advantage from a War with Spain, let us next 
conuder the Dangers we would be expofed to. I mall be far 
from faying, upon this Occafion, or upon any Occafion, 
that we muft not vindicate our Rights, or our Honour, ' 
againft France or Spain, for fear of their joining together 
againft us : but this I may venture to fay, that when there 
is a Probability of their joining together againft us, at a Time 
when the Affairs of Europe are in fuch a Situation, that we 
can form no Confederacy againft them, at a Time when, if 
we engage in War, we muft ftand Angle and alone againft 
thefetwo powerful Nations; I lay, my Lords, at iuch a 
Time it would be prudent in us to fufpend our Vengeance, 
if pofiible, till a more proDer Opportunity mould ofter ; and 
this, J am afraid, is our Cafe at prefect. If France mould 
join with Spain againft us, we would be expofed to many 
gangers, . and it would be difficult to guard againft them all. 
We are, it is true, at prefent, fuperior to both at Sea j but 
as France has great Numbers of Seamen, they would foon 
get Ships of War, if they were to be at no Expence in de- 
fending themfelvet at Land i (6 that they might foon rig out 
a powerful Squadron. On the other hand, as we are liable to 
beattack'd in feveral Parts of the World, we muft divide out; 
Naval Force : We muft fend Squadrons to different Points of 
the Compafs, and every one of thefe Squadrons moft be fu- 
perior to any that France &nd Spain can jointly lit out againft 
os. As we have the Misfortune to have a Party amongft 
•urfelves duafte&ed to our prefent EftabUAiment, a Party 
much more confiderable than fome People feera willing to 
believe, we muft keep a very powerful Squadron at home, 
for preventing its being in the power of our Enemies to invade 
fclt A* we have a great 'JJradc and valuable PoSefions in 
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tie Mediterranean, we muft keep a powerful Squadron in A^uQ$o.T£ 

that Sea, for protecting our Trade and our Poffeffions in that m *1]l^ \ 
Part of die World. And as our Plantations, efpecially our 
Sugar Hands, are of great Confequence to our 1 rad>, and 
lie raoch.expofed to be invaded, and perhaps deftrqgri, we 
iouft keep a powerful Squadron in the American ^M for 
their Pro'e&ioo. To whjch I muft add, that, con Bating 
the Alliance lately 'formed between France and Sweden, 
we might, perhaps, find ourfelves under a Neceffity of 
fending a powerful Squadron into the Baltick, for the De» 
fence of our Allies, or for preventing an InvaOon from that 
Quarter. And, notwithstanding the great Opinion we juftly 
. have of our Naval Force, and of the Bavery of our Seamen, 
I hope, I ihall be cxcufed, if I even exprefs fome Diffidence 
of our being able to fend a Squadron to each of thefe Places, 
fufficient for encountering the united Force of France and 
Stain, perhaps the united Force of France, Spain, and 
ciueden. 

* Bat fuppofe, my Lords, that France fhould remain 
auiet, and no Way interfere openly in the War between 
ffam and us : Suppofe, no Power in Europe fhould afCJt 
tynin in the War againit us, vet we could pot immediately 
redact Spain to a Neceffity of complying with our juft De- 
mands. Tfce War bttueen us might laft for feveral Yfzn $ 
and while it lafted, the French would have a great Advantage 
over as in every Branch of Trade we are, or can be, con- 
cerned in. Though the Spaniards have not many Seamen 
of thejr own, yet in cafe of a War with this Nation, the/ 
would be in no want of Seamen for fitting out a great Num- 
ber of Privateers againit us : French, Dutch, and perhaps 
fome of oar own Seamen, would engage in their Service for 
that Purpofe : fo that the Mediterranean », the American, the 
Britijb, and in fhort, all the Seas where we have any Trade, 
would be full of Privateers under Spanrjb Colours. This 
would raife the Price of Infurance upon Britijb Ships higher 
than upon the Ships of any other Nation in Europe ; and our 
Merchant-mips would be often put to a great Expence and 
Delay, by (being obliged to wait for a Convoy ; which 
would confiderably enhance the Charge upon all Manu- 
factures, or Merchandize, fent by our own Shipping to 
Foreign Markets, Let us confidcr, my Lords, that the 
Fremeb already under-fell us in moil of the Manufactures we 
deal in, arid that the Freight of Hamburgb-%\ivp*, and fome 
others, is now cheaper than that of Britijb : If we confider 
this, we (bail eafily fee the Confequence, if we fhould add a 
new Charge to the Price of our Manufactures at Foreign 
Markets, and make it more unfefe, or more cxpenfive, to 
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Unit, u Geo. II. employ Britijb Ships, than thofe of any other Nation, by 
*T&-9' engaging in War, when all the other Trading Nations of 
"~ "~ Europe are at Peace : We mould export no Manufactures, no 
Merchandize, at leaft we. (hould export none in 6ur own Shi pi- 
ping j^(\.nd what would then become of our Trade and Na- 
vigaoJT? 

' This, my Lord% would be the Confequence of a long 
War between the two Nations, with refpect to ourfelves ; 
and with refpect to Spain, it would probably be entirely 
ruined, We might, perhaps, at laft, force them to do us 
all the juftice in their Power ; but they would be fo ex- 
haufted, with the LofTes and Expences^ of the War, that it 
would not be in their Power to make any Satisfaction for the 
Damage they have already done us, or might do, during 
the War, and much lefs for the Expences we have been, or 
might be put to. Now my Lords, though *e have, at 
fcrefent, good reafon to be offended with Spar*, though we 
nave good reafon to infift upon Satisfaction and Security, 
yet it is not our Intereft to weaken the Power of that Na- 
tion ; we ought rather to i upper t it, as a Balance againfr. the 
Power of France ; for tho^the Court of Spain may, perhaps, 
be at prefent too much fwayed by French Councils, it will 
not always, it cannot long be fo. The Interefts of France 
and Spain are as incompatible, as the Interefts of France and 
this Kingdom ; and therefore, as foon as the Court of Spain 
begins to be fwayed by true Spanijh Counfefc, which tome 
Accidents may foon bring about, we may reasonably expect 
to have that Nation for one of our beft and firmeft Allies ; 
and whenever that happens, they will gladly give us all the 
Satisfaction and Security we can defire, in order to gain our 
Friend (hip, and to reftore a mutual Confidence between the 
two Nations. 

* Both the Circumftances of Europe* and the Circum- 
ftances of Spain, are now, my Lords, very diffeient from 
what they weie in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, or in the 
Time of Oliver Cromwell. In Queen Elizabeths Reign, 
Spain was the only formidable Power in Europe^ and we 
had as much reafon, as any other of her Neighbours, to 
endeavour to reduce her Power. For this Purpofe, Queen 
Elizabeth took the wjfeft Courfe that could be taken, by 
encouraging and fupporting the Civil War in the Nftberlands, 
by which Means, me at laft enabled the fe<ven United Pro- 
minces to throw off the Yok/ of Spain ; and the whole Power 
of Spain being applied towards (upporting- their Dominion 
over the Netherlands, they could neither fpare Money for 
fortifying their Settlements in America, nor could tbey fend 
any regular Troops thither for defending them ; fb that 

• erca 



( m* ) 

even <m private Adventurers had great Success, and ofteaAnn.iaGeo.IT. 

got rick Booties by Privateering, and by Incurfions upon x 73**-9' 

thofe Settlements ; for, as there was no good Correspondence "** 

between France and Spain, and an open War between Spaim 

and Holland, the Spaniards could not make ufe either of 

Dutch or French Veffels for carrying on their Trade with their 

Settlements in America ; and befide, as the French were then 

involved in Civil Wars, they durft not venture to difoblige 

England, by aftfting Spain, either openly, or by undQhand 

Dealings. 

' In Oliver CromwelPs Time, my Lords, we know that 
the Spaniards were engaged in a heavy War with France, 
which rendered them unable to provide for the Security of 
their Trade and Pofleflions in America ; and though, by our 
taking part with France in that War, we got the llland of 
Jamaica, which was a valuable Acquintion, yet (mull 
think, it would have been lucky for this Nation, if Oliver 
had joined with Spain againft France, inftead of joining with 
Trance againft Spain ; for it was his ratal Union with France, 
that laid the Foundation of the exceffive Power of that King- 
dom, which has fince coil this Nation fo much Blood, and 
fo many Millions. And now, my Lords, with regard to 
both theie Wars,* I muft obferve, that notwithftanding our 
great Soccefles againft Spain in Queen Elizabeth** Reign, 
notwithftanding our great Succeftes againft Spain in Oliver* 
Time, yet that Nation was not eaffiy or loon nj}uced to 
comply with fuch Terms as we thought reasonable ; for both 
Queen Elizabeth and Oliver Cromwell left the War to be 
put an end to by their Succeflbrs. 

* Confidering, therefore, my Lords, the little Advantage 
we can reap, and the great Dangers we may be expofcd to, 
by a War with Spain, I muft think it would be not only un- 
chrsftxan, buf impolitic in us to do them any real Injuries, 
or to inftft upon unreafonable Terms for accommodating thofe 
Differences, that muft unavoidably, fbmetimes, arife between 
the two Nations. I fhall not fay, that either the Precepts 
of Chriftianity, or the Maxims of found Politics, oblige us 
to heap Coals of Fire upon their Heads, by returning Good 
for Evil ; but this I will fay, that we ought at all Time*, 
and especially the prefent, to be more ready to forgive Spain 
than any other Nation in Europe; and confequendy, we 
ought to infift lefs upon the Point of Honour, and accept of 
a lefs ample Satisfaction, with regard to any Injuries that 
may be done us by the Spaniards, than with regard to the 
Injuries we may receive from any other Nation in the World. 
Even in private Life, a Man would fooner and more eafrip 
pardon an Injury done him by a Relation, *or old Friend, 

than 
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Ann. i2C«o.G. than an Injury done him by an utter Stranger* or by one 
1738-9. with whom he never had> nor ever expefted to have, any 
cordial Iriendfhip. » 

« This, my Lords, leads me, of courfe, to confider what 
we have got by the Convention now under our Considera- 
tion $ and here, my Lords, I muft fay, I am furprized to 
hear it affirmed, that we have got no more by this Conven- 
tion, than what the King of Spain had before ajlowed to 
be due. To fupport this AfTerbon, we have been told, that 
the 9/kniards had not one Shilling to demand of us ; and 
that the 95,000 / was not to be paid by them, unlets our 
Souths ea Company firft paid diem, or made them a Prefeut, 
as it was called, of 68,000 /. but both thefe Fa&s muft ap- 
pear to have been very much mifreprefented. The. Spa- 
niards certainly made a very great Demand upon us :. A De- 
mand that 4ar exceeded 60,000 /. They demanded full Re- 
paration for all* the Damage we did them in the Year 1718, 
which, according to their Way of Reckoning, would .nave 
amounted to more than ten times 6o,eoo /. for they faid, 
that though his Catholic Majefty had agreed, by the Treaty 
in 1721, to accept of Restitution of the Ships we had ac- 
tually taken from him, yet he had not by that, or any other 
Treaty, given up his Claim for the other Damages we had 
done him ; and that, if he had, he was not obliged to ftand 
to it, becsufe we had not complied with the Reftittftjon fti- 
pulated by that Treaty. Whether this Demand was juft or 
not, is vJflkt I mail not take upon me to determine ; but it 
was certainly made, and ftrongly infifted on by Spain ; and 
if we got them to agree to reduce it to 60,000 /. I muft 
think it was prudent in us to allow them, by way 6f a friend- 
ly Accommodation, to deduft that Sum out of what was due 
to our Merchants, on Account of the Depredations commit- 
ted by their Snbje&s on the American Seas. *Tis true, we 
do not receive this Sum in Ready Money, but, I think, Tt is 
more beneficial to us than if we did ; becaufe, by allowing 
It to be deducted, we get free of a Demand which amount- 
ed to a great deal more, and which would have been a per- 
petual Bone of Contention between us and a People with 
whom we ought, if poffible, to cultivate a good Correijxm- 
dence. 

* Now, my Lords, with regard to the 68,000 /. claimed 
by Spain from our South-Sea Company, I cannot comprehend 
bow any one can imagine, that the Court of Spain is reibl- 
ved not to pay the 05,000 /. ftipulated by this Convention, 
•nlefs this 68,000 /. De firft paid to them by our Company. 
I am rare there is no fuch Condition in the Convention. Our 
S$utb-$t* Company have nothing to do with the Conven- 
tion 9 
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Crown of Spain being cxprefrly excepted, in that very Article t '73*;g» 

by which die 95,000 /. is ftipuiated, and the Company not (o ' 

much as once mentioned in any other Part of the Treaty. 

Even nsCfedioHc Majcfty's Declaration, or Protection, does 

cot(uhjft& the Payment of the 95,000/. to any fnch Conn 

dition; for all that was meant by that Prote&ation was, to 

pderve to his Catholic Majefty his Right to fufpend the Jf- 

finds Contrad, in cafe the Company Inould fait in perform- 

ug their Rait of that Contrad ; which Right was eitabliihed 

in his Catholic Majcfty, and his SucceiTors, not only by the 

very Nature of the Contract itfelf, but by the expreis Worda 

of the Condufion or Ratification of that Contract ; his Ca- 

thofic lAajefty's Words being, ' And I promife and allure, 

• opon toy Faith and RoyalWord, that, prwidti tbg Com* 

l panp sf England perfsrm ibis Contraa on tb$ir Part, fo 

I far as conctms them, and as they art tbligta\ I will per- 

4 form ion my Part.' 

' Thus k appears, my Lords, that the Payment of the 
9;,eoo/. is not by this Convention, nor even by the King 
of Spain $ Proteffcation, to be delayed, much lefs denied, 00 
Account of our Soutb-Sta Company's not paying the 68,000 /# 
chimed from them by Spain. Therefore it is not our Bufi- 
ncis, anon the prefent Occafion, to enquire whether that 
Chimbejuffcorno. The Company may have greater Claim* 
upon the Crown of Spain, and yet Spain may think them- 
feJves justified in not admitting of Compeniation » for as the 
Claim the Company has unon the Crown of Spain 9 proceeds 
from the Seizure of their Effects in the Years 1 7 1 8 and 1 727, 
which have not yet, according to Treaties, been fully re- 
fbred ; and as the Court of Spain's Claim upon the Com- 
pany proceeds entirely from the Jjfientc-TTide, there may, 
from the very Nature of Compeniation, be fome Reaibn not 
to admit of it in this Cafe ; becaufe the Ring of Spain may 
afledge, that by reflorinc the very Effects that were feized, 
he may ftul free hinifelTfrom the Payment of any Money, 
or he may lay, that what is due by him on that Account, it 
not yet fully fettled and afcertained ; and that therefore he 
cannot allow it in Compeniation of a Nett Sum, which, he 
(ays, the Company has confefled to be due to him. My 
Look, I do not (ay, that any of thefe Arguments are juft, I 
only mention them to fhew, that none of our Difputes with 
Spain are b dear, or fo eafily adjufted, as fome have been 
pleased to represent 

* I hope it will now appear to your Lordfhips, that we 

are, by this Convention, to receive the full Sum of 95*000 /* 

from Jpmn, and that to this Sum we ought to add the 

X 60,000/, 
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4yki*Ge«.II' 60,000/. wejiave allowed, for which Spain has given np * 
*73*-9« " Demand fhe had upon us of a much larger Extent ; there- 
' fore we mull allow, that the Reparation granted us by this 
Convention for our Lofies before Dec. 10, 1737, amounts to 
the full Sum of 155,000/ which is more than 15/. in the 
Pound of what we really loft ; and before I heard of this 
Treaty, I fhould have thought hinr a very unreasonable Mer- 
chant, ana a very bad Countryman, that had told me, he 
would not willingly accept of 1 5/. in die Pound in full of 
what he had loft, rather than fee his Country involved in a 
War againft Spain, and at fuch a Juncture. I fay, my 
Lords, that 155,000/. the Sum we are to receive by way of 
Reparation, amounts to more than 15/. in the Pound upon 
our real Lofs ; becaufe our own Commiftkries did not value 
it at more than 200,000 /. and I have heard no good Rea- 
fon given, why we fhould difcredit their Report, nor do I 
believe, from the Character I have heard of the Gentlemen, 
that they would have received, much lefs obeyed, any In- 
ftru&ions, by which they wcjre enjoined not to admit of 
<hofe Demands, which appeared to them to be reasonable 
and juft : The Spaniards* we know, make heavy Complaints 
againft them, for having admitted of the moft extravagant 
Claims, and for refuting no Claim that was laid beiore 
them ; fo that, like good Arbitrators, they are blamed by 
both Sides, which is teldom a Sign of Injuftice. As for the 
five Ships mentioned in the 4th Article of this Convention, 
they were included in the 200,000/. at which our LoiTes 
were valued by our Commiftaries j and therefore/ if any 
Part of any of them has been reftored, the Value ought in 
Juftice to oe deducted out of the 05,000/. to be paid to us, 
by Spain, for our Lofies in general. 

' We are fo far, my Lords, from having obtained no Re- 
paration, that, I think, I may now venture to fay, we have 
obtained, by this Convention, a more ample Reparation than 
was ever obtaineed by this Nation in any former preliminary 
, Treaty. Even in Oliver CrorrewelTs lime, by the Treaty 
of Peace, after the War we then had with the Dutch, he ac- 
cepted, by way of Preliminary, of an immediate Payment 
of 10,000/. in Part of Satisfaction for a great number of 
Britijh Ships that had been ieized and detained in the Do- 
minions of the King of Denmark. This, my Lords-, was 
all he infifled on by the Treaty, though it was not near 
equal to the Lofs we had fuftained, the reft being referred to 
be fettled by Commiflkries refpe&ivery appointed by the two 
Republics ; and yet it muft be allowed, that no Man ever 
mfifted more flrenuoufly upon the Rights and Privileges of 
his Country, and that he had the good Fortune to live at a 

. Time* 
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Time, when none of our Neighbours were in any tolerable Ajqd.i2 Geo* H« 
Condition to engage in War, or to form a Confederacy a- t a 73*^9* 
gainft os. 

* Having now (hewn, my Lords, that we have got, by 
this Convention, as ample a Satisfaction for paft Lofles as 
any reafonable Man could expecl, I (hall beg Leave to con- 
fider, as briefly as I can, what is ftipulated, with regard to 
our future Security ; and upon this Head I fhall firft obferve, 
that from the Nature of the Difpute between Stain and us, 
we could not exped that it was poflible to provide, properly 
or fully, for our future Security by preliminary Articles. 
The Spaniards do not pretend to deny our Right to a free 
Navigation upon the open Seas of America \ but the Difpute 
•between us is, what mall be reckoned the open Seas of Ami- 
rica. They fay, that their Coafts cannot be called open 
Sea ; and that therefore, if any one of our Ships come upon 
their Coafts without Neceflity, they have a Right to fearch her, 
in order to fee whether (he has been concerned in any illicit 
Trade with their Settlements : They fay farther, that their 
Coafts in America , as well as their Coafts in Europe, are 
within their own Dominions ; that they have a Power to 
make what Regulations they pleafe within their own Do- 
minions ; and that, therefore, they have a Power to re- 
gulate what (hall be deemed Teftimonies of a Ship's hav- 
ing been concerned in an illicit Trade, if fuch Ship be' 
found upon their Coaft. Now, my Lords, that every Na- 
tion has a fort of a Right to, and a Dom'nion over, 
what may properly be called their own Coafts, is what, I 
believe, no Man that undcrftands any Thing of the Law 
of Nations will deny ; but the Queftion is, how far out at 
Sea thefe Coafts (hall extend ; and as this is a Queftion that 
has not yet been determined by any Treaty between Spain 
and us, it muft be very particularly enquired into, before 
any Settlement can be made by a new Treaty. There may 
be Reafbns for confining the Coaft within much narrower 
Bounds in fbme Seas than in others. In thofe Seas, where 
the common Courfe of Navigation lies very near the Shoar, 
the Coaft of the neighbouring Country muft be very much 
confined ; and in thofe Seas, where the common c ourie of 
Navigation never approaches near the Shoar, the neighbour- 
ing Country, or State, may be allowed to extend their 
Coafts to a greater diftance at Sea. 

• Thefe Confiderations, my Lords, (hew how difficult it 
will be to regulate what the Spaniards may be allowed to 
call their Coafts in the American Seas, what may be called 
a Necefiity for a Ship's approaching their Coafts, and what 
may be called proper Teftimonies, or Proofs of a Ship's hav- 
ing been concerned in an illicit Trade ; and no Man who 

1738-9. T coniklered 
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Ann. iiGeo.ll. confidercd theffe Difficulties could expeft, that they could be 
J 73^9» y removed in a fhort Time, or by a preliminary Treaty. 
The Negotiators on both Sides will certainly be obliged to 
fend to the Weft- Indies, in order to have proper Information 
from thofe, who are perfectly acquainted with the Navigation 
in thofe Seas ; and both may , perhaps, be obliged to food 
a fecond Time, in order to have thofe Difficulties anfwered, 
Or removed, that may be darted upon the firft Conferences. 
It is not our Right to a free Navigation in the open Seas of 
America ; It is not our Right to carry in our Ships what 
Goods we pleafe from one Fart of his Majefty's Dominions 
to the other : It is the Right the Spaniards have to take 
Methods, and to prefcribe Rules, within their own Domi- 
nions, that is to {ay, upon their own Coafb, for preventinjg * 
an illicit Trade with their Settlements in America, that is 
to be regulated by the Plenipotentiaries refpeclively named 
bv this Convention j and in this, our Plenipotentiaries, if 
tney were inclined, can do us no Injury ; becaufe the Re- 
gulations they agree to can be of no force, till they are ra- 
tified by his Maiefty. 

4 Whatever iome Lords may think of the Diftin&ion be- 
tween a Right and the Enjoyment of that Right, however 
inconlprehenfible they may think it, I muft wok on it as 
a juft and a proper Diftin&ion j for a Man may have a 
Right to an Mate, and yet his Enjoyment of that Right 
may be regulated, or even retrained, by fome Right or Pri- 
vileges granted to another. We have a Right to a free Na- 
vigation in the Seas of America f but we have, by the Treaty 
in 1670, granted the Spaniards an exclusive Right to the 
Trade with their own Settlements in that Part of the World ; 
and therefore we have, according to an eftablifhed Maxim in 
Law, granted them every Thing that is necelfary for the 
Enjoyment of that exclufive Right. For this purpofe they 
jay, that they muft fearch fuch Foreign Ships as approach 
their Coafts without any Necefliry, and muft make them 
liable to ConnTcation, if any Thine fhould be found on 
Board, that is the proper Produce of their Settlements ; be- 
-caufe, without this, it would be impoffible for them to ex- 
clude Foreigners from carrying on a Trade with their Settle- 
ments; and. if this Privilege fhould be allowed them, as a 
Confequence of the exclufive Right we have agreed to by 
.the Treaty in 1 670, it would be a fort of Reftraint upon our 
Enjoyment of the Right we have to a free Navigation in the 4 
Seas of America. I am far from granting, my Lords, that 
there is any Foundation for this Pretence. I do not think, 
that fuch a Privilege is abfolutely necefikry for enabling them 
to enjoy their exclufive Right j but if it were, they would 
We tome Reafon for infilling upon it * and whether it be fo 
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Or acfc iaaQueftion that could not be enquired into in a Atta.it G^.n^ 
Jhort Tunc, and consequently, could not be determined by 'Z* 8 !*' 
a prtliaunary Article. I "^ 1 ^ 1 * 

' Tbcfe are the Difputes, my Lords, upon which our fu- 
ture Security depends ; and as thefe Dilutes are of fuck 
a Nature that they could not be fettled in a fhort 'Fhqe^ 
therefore we could not exped, that our future Security coul<} 
be provided for any other way than it is by this preliminary 
Convention* nor could we in this Cafe ftipulate any Suf- 
peafion : We could not fopuhte, that they fliouki fufpend 
torching our Ships upon the high Seas ; hecaufe it i» what 
they never pretended tQ : Such a Stipulation would really 
hive been a fort of Acknowledgment, that our Right to a} 
fite Navigation on the open Seas of Anuria was a difpu* 
table Point ; and if we had desired diem to fufpend taking 
those Meafures, which they think absolutely necenary for 
preventing an illicit Trade* they would have look'd on it aj 
the Demand of a Privilege to carry on inch a Trade, till the 
affinitive Treaty (hould oe concluded, which is a Demand 
we could not cxped they would grant Beiides, we had nq 
occahoo to demand any Sofpennon in this Cafe 1 becaufe, 
daring the eight Months in which this Affiur is to be finally 
determined, we fhafl have a Squadron in the W^lndits % 
that will be Sufficient to nroteft our Trade, againft any In- 
juftice that can be committed by their Guard* Cpftas. . 

' As for the Artide that relates to fettling Limits between 
Florid* and Carolina, I am furprized, any Lords, to hear it 
found Jaaftt with. We harte got more by that Article, than 
we could ever before get by any Treaty between us and 
Spain; for by that Article, we have got them to acknow- 
ledge by Name, oar Right to Carolina ; and though we 
bow give the Name of Georgia to the Southern Parts of 
Carolina, yet as Georgia was formerly a Fart of that 
Country to which, in general, we gave the Name of C«~ 
nlin* 9 I think this Article impUes an Acknowledgment of 
our Right to Georgia, and Jhews that the Spaniard* do not 
difpote with us our Rights to that Province, but only the 
Limits between what we now call Georgia, and what they 
and we call Florid*. They may nenhaps pretend, that we 
have extended our Settlements in Gtorria too much toward* 
the Southward, and, by that Means, nave encroached upon 
their Territories in Florida ; but from this Article it cannot 
to mash as be prcfomed, that they intend to difpute our 
having a Right to any Part of Gtnrgi* 1 and if they Aould, 
our Plenipotentiaries may refufe to treat with them upon 
fiich Terms 1 for by this Article they are laid under no Ofcr 
titjarion an do fo. Here, indeed, the very Nature of the. 
IMjpete inadc a Sufpejauosi awtftvy j hut I wukjqfefa«*« 
. 1738-9. T a that 
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Ann. 12 Geo. It. that this Sufpenfion is mutual j for the Spaniards are obliged 
1738-9. to fufpend inereafing the.r Fortifications, or taking any new 
Pods in Florida, as much as we are in Carolina ; and as Li- 
mits between Frontier Provinces are generally referred to be 
fettled by Commiffaries, after a definitive Treaty is con- 
cluded, I am fure no Fault can be found with referring the 
Limits between thefc two Provinces to be fettled by Plenipo- 
tentiaries, named and appointed by a Preliminary. 

• I have now (hewn, I hope, my Lords, that by this Con- 
vention we have got all we could reafonably expect by a Pre- 
Kminary ; from whence it mull be prefumed, I think, that 
we are in a fair Way of getting all we can reafonably de- 
mand, by the folemn Treaty that is to be concluded in pur- 
fuance of this Preliminary, within the fpace of eight Months, 
which is the fhorteft Time that could be given for fettling 
thofe Difputes, which (till fubfift between us and Spain. 
Therefore, if the Affairs of Europe were in as favourable a Si- 
tuation as we could with, if our own Circumtiances were as 
happy as we could defire^ it would have been imprudent in 
11s to have begun Hoftilitie\ when we have found the Court 
of Spain fo well inclined to give us all reafonable Satisfaction : 
His Majefty would have acted contrary to tfte Advice given 
him laft Seflion by his Parliament, if he had refufed to ac- 
cept of fuch a preliminary Convention By commencing Hos- 
tilities we might, perhaps, have added to our Glory, and 
might have given more Satisfaction to thofe who delight in 
Strife and Contention, as well as to Men of defperate For- 
tunes, who want to fifh in troubled Waters ; but thcie Sorts 
of Men are fuch as no wife Government will endeavour to 
fatisfy ; and every one knows, that the Happinefe of a Coun- 
try is diftinct from, and often inconfiftent with its Glory. 
, 1 he late King of S*wgde/t, by feeking his own Glory in War, 
raifed it to a very high Pitch ; but he mined, hedhpeopled his 
Country ; and if we follow the Example of Cardinal Flcuri 
(for I think I may name him) which the noble Lord that 
fpoke laft has been pleafed to recommend to us, we lhall 
never go to War without an abfolute Neceffity ; for he has 
procured more Happinefs for his Country, and acquired more 
Glory to himfelf, than the late French Monarch did by all 
his Wars, and by all the Tapeftry or Hiftorical Looms he 
fet to work, aflifted by an infinite Number of Poems, Pane- 
gyrics, and Pieces of Fainting, which he procured at a vaft 
public Expence, for celebrating the heroic Actions he per- 
formed by his Generals and his Armies ; for whatever Share 
be might claim in the Glory, I think he took care never to 
have any Share in the Danger. 

'Hay, my Lords, if the Affoirs of Europe, as well as our 
ctomeftic Aifeirs had been in the beft Situation, it would 

have 
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love' been imprudent in us to have engaged in War, efpe- Am. is Geo. IC 
aalryagainft Spain, when we found ourfcrves in To fair a '738-9. 
Way of obtaining all we could defire by peaceable Means ; f 
but, as neither our own Affairs, nor the Affairs of Europe 
can be (aid to be at prefent in a very favourable Situation, it 
was certainly our Bufinefs to avoid engaging in War, at this 
Juncture, if poffible. What this Situation may be owing to, 
I (hall not take upon me to determine ; but, with Refped to 
oar domeftk affairs, I am Aire, the Situation they are in is 
not owing to any late Mifmanagement here at home. The 
Debts and the Taxes we are at prefent loaded with, are 
known to be the unhappy Relics of the laft heavy War we 
were engaged in againft Franco and Spain. We have never 
fince engaged in any War, we have been put to no Expence, 
but what has been authorized or approved by Parliament, as 
being abfolutely necefiary for the current Service ; therefore 
if we have paid off but a fmall Part of the Debt we incurred 
during that War, it can proceed from no Mifmanagement, 
but from a tender Regard to the People, which prevented 
our loading them with more Taxes than were abfolutely ne- 
cefiary, for paying the Intereft growing due to the Creditors 
of the Public, and for defraying that Expence which the 
Parliament, from Year to Year, thought necefiary for the 
Public Service. 

' And with regard to the prefent Situation of Affairs in 
Emropt, it may, for what I know, my Lords, be owing to 
the Ambition of one Court, and the Pride and ObHinacy of 
another ; but, I am fure, it can be no way juffly imputed to 
the bad Conduct of any of thoie who are now, or have 
fetery been, employed in the Adminiftration of our public 
Affairs. Our Mini&ers are neither the Mailers nor the Di- 
rectors of the Councils of foreign Princes or States ; and 
therefore, cannot be juftly made to account for their Actions 
or Behaviour. They may be made to account for their 
own s but, with regard even to their own Behaviour, we 
ought not to judge of their Meafures by the Event, we ought 
to confider them in the Light they appeared in when taken: 
It is eafy to mid Fault with pail Meafures, when crofs Acci- 
dents happen that could not be then forefeen, or when Time 
clears up Fads that could not be then difcovered ; but, what* 
ever our late Meafures may have been with regard to foreign 
Affairs, thoie who advifod them have had the good Fortune 
to have every Step of their Conduit approved of by Parlia- 
ment Even the late Treaty of Hanover, which fome Peo- 
ple now pretend to find Fault with, was approved by Parlia- 
ment ; and I ftill think it deferred the Approbation it met 
with; for, by the Treaty between the Emperor and Spain 

m 
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Aon. it Geo. n> our Troops would be embarked on board oar Fleet, and fent 
^738-9^ where they might be of fome Service to their Country. I 
little thought that this Seffion of Parliament would have 
opened with a fort of Treaty or Convention, that gives us 
neither War nor Peace, nor any thing, in my Opinion, but 
Shame and Confufion. 

* Indeed, when I heard our Squadrons were (ailed, and 
found by the Complaints of my Neighbours, that our Troops 
remained, I cannot fay quiet, in their Quarters, I began to 
fufpeel fome new Carthagena Expedition. I began to fear 
that our (ham War would end in a (ham Peace ; and now I 
find my Fears were not without Foundation. But, my Lords, 
if we liad obtained as honourable a Treaty as ever was con- 
cluded by this or any Nation, I would, neverthelefs, have 
ventured to have faid, that the Expence we put ourfelves to, 
the Squadrons we fitted out, had no Share in obtaining it ; 
for furely thofe Fleets, thofe warlike Preparations, that can 
do no confiderable Harm to an Enemy in cafe of a War, can 
have no Influence in obtaining a Peace. Our Squadron fent 
to the Mediterranean was, it feems, defigned to be a harm- 
lefs Squadron ; and that which was fent to the fFeft-Indies, 
'tis allowed, mull have been fo, till they got fome Land- 
Forces on board, for which no Preparations were made, ei- 
ther at Home, or in our Plantations. But we are told, that 
Land- Forces might foon have been raifed in our Plantations, 
which is a Fadfc I very much doubi of: We have, as yet, but 
few {pare Hands in any of our Plantations, and to have taken 
Men from that valuable Labour, in which our Planters and 
their Servants are always employed, would have been a 
great Lofs to our Trade. It would have been much better 
to have fent eight or ten thoufand of the idle Fellows we 
have at Home, to fome of our moft healthful Plantations, in 
order to have been there ready at a Call ; for the Difference of 
the Climate is fo far from being an Argument againit, that 
it is a drone Argument for fending them thither fome Months 
before we have Ufe for them, that they may have Time to 
be feafoned to the Climate, and to recover from the Fatigues 
of a long Voyage, before they are fent upon any Expedition 
againit. an Enemy. 

' This, my Lords, would have had a greater Influence 
upon the Court of Spain, than all the Men of War we fitted 
out j for I muft think it was. a very extraordinary fort of 
Management, to fit out above a hundred Sail of Men of 
War, againft a Nation that cannot fend thirty capital Ships 
to Sea. Therefore, if the Court of Spain was to be fright- 
ncd or threatned into Terms, we ought to have fent out 
Regiments of Foot, Mead of 1119ft °f d* Men of War that 

were 
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were fitted out ; and if that Court was not to be t^reatned; Am. uXtaJt* 
t£cre was no Occafion for putting ourfelves to any Expence, * 738-9. 
till a War was actually rcfolvcd on. As they have but few " "" 
Ships at Sea, and thofe they have, hard to be met with in 
fuch a wide Ocean as that between Spain and America, our 
Squadrons, without a Land-Force along with them, can do 
tbem little or no Prejudice ; and fuppofe we could have raifed 
afufficient Land Force in our Plantations, it will, I hope, be 
allowed, that, after we had fent Orders for raifing tint Land- 
Force/ we might have fitted out a ■ quadron here at Home, 
and fent it thither, Time eno.igh for taking thofe Land- 
Forces on board, before they could have been ready to em- 
bark. 1 herefore we had as little Occafion for putting our. 
felves to the Expence of Naval Preparations, as we had for 
putting ourfelves to the Expence of raifing Land -Forces, till 
we had got a final Anfwer from Spain ; and without threat- 
ning to invade fome of their Territories, in Europe or Amc- 
rica, with a Land -Army, our numerous Squadrons could 
now as little perfuade them to agree to oar Terms, as Ho- 
ficrt Squadron could formerly perfuade them to deliver the 
Efrefts of their Galleons it) to his Hands, 

* 1 am convinced, my Lords, that the Squadrons we feni 
out lall Summer, like fome others we have upon former Oc- 
cafions fitted out, gave all Europe an Occafion of Mirth, in- t 
Head of giving the Spaniards an Occafion of Fear. The 
Court of Spain jnuft mifiake our Power, or defbife our Ma- 
nagement, otherwife they would not have dared to havj of- 
fered fuch a preliminary Treaty, as we have ftoop'd to accept 
of. Preliminaries are fometiroes agreed on by Nations en- 
gaged in War, before they can conclude a foleron and de- 
finitive Treaty of Peace ; but by fuch Preliminaries the moft 
material Points are always fettled* and fome Pledges are ge- 
nerally given for Performance of Articles, By tnefe Preli- 
minaries no one material Point is fettled ; the only one that 
is fettled is, that relating to the Damages we have fuftaincd, 
and that is fettled by our agreeing to give a general Releafe, 
without receiving one Shilling Confideration. Can this be 
called a Treaty ? To me it feems as if our Minifter had pre- 
sented M. de la Quadra with a Carte Blanche f a Sheet of 
clean Paper, and defired he would write what he pleafed, 
becanfe it was neccflary for us to have a Treaty of fome 
kind or other. 

* My Lords, I mail grant that, before we refolve on 4 
War, we ought to confider what we may lofe, as well as 
what we may get ; but, I hope, 'twill be allowed, that be- 
fore we conclude a Peace, or any Treaty for preventing a 
War, we ought to confider the Dangers we may be expofed 
to by fubmitting to jro infamous Peace, as well as the Dan* , 

1738-9. , U *ex* 
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jtim.ii Geo. n.gers we may be expofed to by engaging in a Jott and no- 
1738-* a nourable War. It feems now to become a (afhionable Doc- 
trine amongfl us, that a Trading Nation ought to be cautious 
of engaging in a War. My Lords, it is directly the con- 
trary : No Nation ought to go to War without Provocation * 
but of all Nations in the World, a Nation engaged in Fo- 
reign Trade ought to be the moll jealous of its Honour and 
Privileges, and therefore the moft cautious of fubmitting to 
any thing that may look like an infamous Peace. The Na- 
ture of its Trade obliges many of its People to travel, and 
Ibme of them to live in Foreign Countries : They mini there 
meet with Juftice and Refpect, otherwife they neither will tra- 
yel nor live, nor can they carry on any Trade. But can they 
expect to meet with Juftice, or even with common Civility, if the 
Nation to which they belong be generally defpifed and con- 
temned, which it mud be, if it fubmits to an infamous 
Peace ? This will be our Cafe, if we (hould be fo fond of 
Peace as to avoid going to War, when we have a juft Occa- 
£on. If we do not vindicate our Honour, and afTert the 
Rights and Privileges of our People, in all Parts of the World 
where they may have occafion to go, we muft give up our 
Foreign Trade ; for no Britijh Subject will go Abroad to 
take Care of it, if he finds himfelf infulted and abufed in 
every Country he comes to. Our own Colonies will defert 
us : If we wiU not protect them, they rouft feek for Pro- 
tection fome where elfe. Therefore, if we have a Mind to pre- 
ierve ourTrade or our Navigation, we muft take Care not to be 
infulted : We muft reaflume one of our ancient Motto's : Nemo 
me imfune lacejfct, muft be the Word in every Mouth, and the 
Refolution of every Affembly, within the Britijh Dominions. 

' I (hall not pretend to fay, my Lords, that we have Victory 
chained to our Chariot-Wheel, yet I may {ay, what from ail 
our Hiftories will appear,, that in the Wars we have been 
engaged in, we have always come off with Honour, when 
Our Affairs were under a wife Adminiftratibn. In a War with 
Sfain, if we judge from Experience, we have more to hope than 
to fear. We may do them great Damage, and gain confider- 
able Advantages to our felves, even by Privateering, or feiz- 
ing their Ships at Sea. They cannot fubfift, they cannot de- 
fray the Expencds of their Civil Government, much lefs\fup- 
port the Charge of a heavy War, without having their Trea- 
fiire brought home from America. If they bring it home 
in Galleons or Flota t s 9 we may intercept it by our Squa- 
drons : If they bring it home in fingle Ships, we.ihall inter- 
cept many of them by our Privateers or fmali Cruizers. 
Tney cannot bring it home either in French or Dutch Ships * 
becaufc by the uxth Article of the Treaty of Utrecht be- 
tween 
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tween France and as, the King of France is exprdsly obliged, Am* 1% Get, r£ 

not to accept of any other Uiage of Navigation to Spain, and f 1 73 8 *t« 

tivSpaniJh Indies, than what was praclifed there in the Reign ' ^ 

of King CbarUi II. of tamr, or than what (hall likewSe 

be fully given and granted at die fame time, to other Nations 

and People concerned in Trade. Therefore the Spaniard* 

could not lay the Trade to their Settlements in America open 

to the French, at leail the French could not accept of it ; and 

if the Dutch mould, they would be oppofed by France as 

well us, which if an Opposition they would not, I believe, 

chufe to ftruggle with. And as for the Spaniards carrying on 

a Corxefoonaence with the Dutch at Curaffao,ox the French at 

Hijpaxdia or Martinique, the Courfe of Navigation between 

their Settlements upon the Continent and theie Hands, is fo 

much confined, that we might intercept every one of their 

Ships, cither by our Men of War or Privateers. Befides, 

my Lords, thefe Expedients, or any Expedient that could 

be contrived, would lay the whole Spanip Nation under fuch 

Diitrefles and Difficulties, that they would be glad to accept 

of Peace upon reafonable Terms. 

c Thus, my Lords, we might not only reap Advantage by 
difbeffing them at Sea, but we might reap mil greater Ad- 
vantages, and reduce them to greater Difficulties, by attack- 
ing them at Land. It would not, 'tis true, be our Intereft 
to attempt making any Conquefts upon the Continent of Old- 
Spain ; but by having a Squadron with five or fix thoufand 
Laad-Forces on Board, continually roving round their Coafts* 
and making Inroads upon the Country, as often as they found 
an Opportunity, we might do infinite Mifchicf to our Ene- 
mies, and often get rich Booties for our Soldiers and Seamen. 
Then with Regard to their Settlements in America, as we could 
prevent any Supplies of Troops or Ammunition being fent thi- 
ther from any Part of the World, we might plunder them from 
one End to the other ; or, if we thought it more for our Purpofe^ 
we might enable them to throw off the Yoke of Spain, which 
moft,even of the Spaniards that are born there, would gladly 
do, if they had any Support on which they could depend, be- 
cause of the Oppreffion they meet with from their Governours 
and other Officers, who are all Natives of Old Spain. We arfr 
not to judge of what may be done againA Spain in the Weft- 
Indies from our Management of the Iaft War againft France 
and Spain. It was not the Difficulty of the undertaking 
that prevented an Attempt being made in that Part of the 
World ; but we had taken fo great a Share of the War ia 
Europe upon ourfelves, and were at fo great an Expence^ 
that we could not fpare either Money or Troops for fuch an 
Undertaking ; and as none of our Allies would join with us. 
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'Ann.12.Gfo.il. in it, if we had gone upon it by our (elves alone, It mig^t 
?73 8 -jf« have created a Jealoufy in fome of them, which would have 
' been of dangerous Confequence to the grand Defign ; but 
if the whole Confederacy had agreed to have made a. vigo- 
rous Pu(h that Way, immediately after the Battle of Hocb- 
Jlet* I believe it would have fucceeded, and would have been 
a Means of putting and End to the War much fooner than we 
•did j for the Frtncb p i& fome of their Miniflers have fince decla- 
red, would not have been fo long able to fupport the Expence 
pf the War, if it had rot been for the great Remittances they 
had'from the Spanijb Weft-Indies. 

* Now, my Lords, with regard to the Dangers we may 
]ae expofed to, even fuppofe France mould join openly with 
Spain againft us, if we were united amongll qurfelyes, and 
under a popular, that is, a wife Adminiftration, we have 
nothing to fear from an Union of thefe two great Powers. 
"We may frighten ourfelves with Bugbears of Tnvafions, and 
po4 knows what j but till they have a Naval Force fuperior 
to any we can fend againft them, we have nothing to fear ; 
and it would be our Fault if we allowed them to increase 
their Naval Force during a War. We may, 'tis true, be 
obliged to divide our Naval Force ; but the Naval Force of 
France and Spain could not all join in one Port ; we might 
render it almoft impqftble for them to do fo ; and if they 
fliould, we might join our Squadrons together as well as 
they, in whicji pie we fliould be more than match fqr 
them. The Sea, my Lords, is our Element, and it will be 
pur Defenpe, as long as we preferve our Trade, which we 
mull lofe, if we allow our Merchants and Seamen to be in- 
fill ted and plundered. A War with Spain is, therefore, 
become unavoidable, if they refufe to give us Satisfaction, as 
well as Reparation and Security ; and it they fhould be joined 
by France, let the Dangers from fuch an Union be what 
they will, we mufl flice them ; for I hope no Man will fay, 
we are to look tamely on, and fee France and Spain plun- 
dering our Merchants, abufing pur Seamen, and deftroying 
pur Trade, with Impunity. 

1 The prefpnt Circumllar.ces, of Europe^ my Lordf, I ihall 
fdlow fo be very different from what they were in Queen 
Elizabeth's Days ; but if (he had managea her foreign Ne- 

fotiations, as we feem to have managed ours for thefe twenty 
r ears pall, (he would have been m much worfe Circum- 
1 ftanccs than af preTent. She was in danger of having Spain, 
France, and Scotland \ joined with a powerful Party in her own 
Dominions, againft her. Towards the beginning of the 
year 1585, the Duke of Gui/e had got almoil the abfolute 
Government of the King and Kingdom of France, and 
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Phillip U. of SpaU had juft conquered Portugal, andhadAaB.n6co.il, 
almoft entirely reduced the Malcontents in Holland and m '7j*j' 
Flanders. Thefe two were in a private League againft the 
Proteftant Religion, and had very near prevailed on James 
XI of Scotland, afterwards James I. of England, to join 
with them. In thefe Circumftances, if Queen Elizabeth 
had fcnt weak or ridiculous Ambafladors to Foreign Courts, 
or if fhe had thought only qf putting off the Eva Day by 
temporary, annual Expedients, both the and the Proteftant 
Religion would have been undone ; but ihe forefaw her 
Banger, and refolved, therefore, to begin the Attack, be- 
fore the Project of her Enemies was ripe for Execution. She 
ient one of the ableft and moft expert Minifters then in thp 
World, to Scotland, by whofe Addrefs and Intrigues ihe at 
Lift (ccured that King in her Intereft. She attacked thp 
King of Spain in his own Dorninions, both in the Nether- 
lands and the Weft-Indies ; and ihe gave fuch Aid to the 
Huguenots in France as entirely diiappointed the Projects of 
die Duke of Guife, and greatly contributed towards raffing 
Henry IV. to the Throne of that Kingdom. If we had 
had fach Forefight and Wifdqm for thefe twenty Years paft, 
or bad employed fuch Miniiters in our Foreign Negotiations, 
we fhoaid not now have been frightning ourfelves with the 
Conjunction of France and Spain againft us ? npr ihould we 
have been lamenting, that we have not a Friend in Europe, 
on whom we can depend for J\E&znce. 

Though our War with Spain in Queen Elizabeth'* Time 
cont nued for many Years, we are not, my Lords, from, 
thence to conclude', that the VYar muft now continue as long, 
before we can bring them to a Compliance. This Nation 
is now more powerful, and Spain much weaker, than at 
that Time. Queen Elizabeth was Queen of England and 
Ireland only : Our Plantations were in their Infancy, Ireland 
often in a State of Rebellion, and Scotland kept in Friend* 
ihip with us by her Wifdom alone. On the other hand, the 
King of Spain was then Mailer both of Spain and Portugal, 
and as powerful, perhaps more powerful than at prefent, in 
the Wtjl-lndies : Befides which, he was then Mailer of the 
fcventeen Provinces of the Netherlands, and of the two 
S kiln 5 and Milan in Italy. To this I muft add, that in 
Queen Elizabeth** Time, it was not the Intereft of this Na- 
tion to be at Peace with Spain ; her Subjects made a great 
ileal more by the War, than they could have done by an » 
open Trade with that Kingdom ; therefore ihe would never 
J-.car of refloring the Peace, though the Spaniards would 
nave gladly fued for it to her, if they had hoped for Succefs, 
a* they did to her Succeflbr, before he was well fcated on the 
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Amlti Ceo. II. Throne. In Oliver CromnutlPi Time, the War he t ._ 
'ffij* , in againft Spain, was certainly a Piece of political Wifiom : 
He found it neceflajy to eftablifti his Government, by making 
fome Conqueft, or gaining fome Advantage for the Nation 
abroad ; and Spain was the only Nation from whom he 
could take any thing that would be of real Advantage to 
this. He joined with France, 'tis true ; but the Power of 
France was not then formidable ; and by his getting Poffef 
fion of Dunkirk, he opened a Door for our affifling France 
againfi Spain, or Spain againil France, according as we 
(hould afterwards find proper ; and if he had lived, as he 
onderftood tht lnterefi of his Country, he would pro- 
bably have fbon clapt up a Peace with Spain, and perhaps 
have joined with them againil France, which would probably 
have prevented the Pycn<ean Treaty of Peace, the Source 
of all the Evils Eurofi? has fince been expofed to ; but 
he died within three Months after he had got Poffeflion of 
Dunkirk, and but a little more than three Years after he had 
begun the War with Spain ; fo that the Continuance of that 
War is not to be imputed to any Inability we were in, of 
forcing Spain to accept of a Peace upon reafonahle Terms, 
but to the Confuuons and Diftraftious this Nation was in, 
from Cromwtfs Death to the Restoration of King Charles II. 
when Peace between the two Nations was .reftored, though 
the fokmn Treaties for that Purpofe were not concluded till 
the Years 1667 and 1670. 

* Therefore, my Lords, if we judge from Experience, 
we mud conclude, that if Spain is not Supported by France, 
the War between the two Nations cannot be of any long 
Continuance ; and while it continues, if right Meafures are 
taken, our Trade cannot funer fo much by their Privateers, 
Its it has done for almoft twenty Years by their Guard* 
Cofla's, But funpofe they {hould be fupported by France, 
yet if Care be taken to remove the Difcontents of oar own 
People, and .vigorous Meafures purfued, I think France and 
Spain, even when united againil us, have more to fear from 
us, than we have from them, though we (hould be fo de- 
ftitute of Friends as not to meet with Afliftance from any 
ene Power in Europe. Indeed, if we (hould ever have the 
Misfortune to be involved in a War againft France and Spain, 
while we are under an Adminiftration, in which neither our 
People at home, nor our Friends abroad, can put any Con- 
fidence, an Adminiftration who had (hewn themfelves inca- 
pable of governing in Time of Peace, and who, of courfe, 
we mud fuppofe much more incapable of governing in Time 
of War ; in that Cafe I do not know what might be the 
Confcqucnce. Such an Adminiftration, would think of no- 
nothing 
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Dg themfelves at home, againft the Relent- Aim. ttOm. tU 
meats of* an injured and discontented People, and would, »73>jf* 
therefore neither think of, nor be able to take, proper *■ 
Meafures for diftrgfling our Enemies abroad, or for pro- 
tecting oar Trade at Sea, or our Pofleffions at Land, in any 
diftant Part of the World. Our only Safe-guard, our only 
Relief, would be in our Parliament; and the only Meafure 
oar Parliament could take, for the Salvation of their Coun- 
try, would be, to force a Change in the Adminiflration, and 
to recover the Affections of our own People, and the Con- 
fidence of our natural Allies, by puniflung thofe, who, by 
their Conduct, had forfeited both. 

« Thus, my Lords, I believe it will appear, that if we were 
now at Liberty to coniider the Dangers we may be expofed 
to, and the Advantages we may reap, by engaging in s 
War with Spain, we (hould, upon the Companfon, find, 
that we have more to hope than to fear ; but we have met 
Kith fo many Infults, and fuch difdainful Treatment from 
that Nation, for many Years paft, that if they refuie or 
delay to give us Satisfaction, Reparation, and Security, we 
fore no fuch Liberty left, we muft go to War let the Con- 
fequence be what it will; and in fuen a Cafe, I can look 
opon no Man as a Friend to his Country, who endeavours to 
terrify the People with the Dangers they are to encounter* 
This, my Lords, leads me of courfe to coniider, whether 
we have got, by the Convention now under our Confi* 
deration, any Satisfaction, jSecurity, or Reparation; and 
for this Purpofe, I (hall go through the feveral Articles ; but 
I mint firft obferve, that with regard to Satisfaction, there 
is not one Article that relates to it : It is not fo much as 
referred to the Plenipotentiaries to regulate what Satisfactioa 
the Spani/b Nation (hall make us, for the inany heinous 
Indignities they have put upon us: Nay we feem, by 
the very Preamble, to have given up all Tide to it, by 
acknowledging, that the Grievances have been mutual. My 
Lords, I defy the moft eloquent Advocate for Spain, to 
(hew any one Grievance we have fubjected them to, or any 
one Injury we have done them, ever fince the Treaty of 
StvUIe. By that Treaty we did them a moft lingular Fa- 
four, at the Expence of our ancient Ally the Emperor ; and 
we have been heaping Favours upon Favours ever fince : 
Therefore I mult think it was a facrifking of the Truth, as 
well as the Honour of this Nation, to allow it to be faid in 
the Preamble, that Grievances were alledged on each Side, 
*s well in the Weft-Indies, as elfewhere. 

* Then, my Lords, with regard to our future Security, I 
tauft obferve, that it is of two Kinds : It relates either to the 

Freedom 
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j*m.ixGto.lU Freedom of oar Navigation and Commerce, or to thefre*. 
17J8-9. Enjoyment of our Poifeffions and Privileges in that Part of 
^ 'the World. -As to the Freedom of our Navigation and Com- 

merce, the only Article that relates to it, is the firft, and ty 
that we have almoft in exprefs Terms given it up ; for as a 
noble Lord has obferved before me, u it be regulated, it 
mufl be retrained, and that Which is retrained, can no lon- 
ger be faid to be free. I was furprized to hear it faid, that 
the Spaniards pretend to a Right of fearching oar Ships, 
dnly upon their own Coafls. Do not we know that they 
fearch them wherever they can meet with them in the Ame- 
rican Seas ? Do not feveral of the Petitions and other Papers 
we have before us fhew, that they not only fearch them many 
Leagues out at Sea, but pretend to make Prize of them, 
upon the ridiculous Pretence of their having contraband 
Goods on board ? What the Spaniards may mean, or what 
the noble Lord that fpoke lad may mean, by their own 
Coafts, I do not know • It is a Word that has no determined 
Signification ; but whatever may be meant by the Word, it 
is certain that no Right or Dominion can be acquired to any 
Part of the Sea, no more than to any Part of the Land, 
but by Occupancy and Poffeflion, which muft be declared 
by overt Acte ; for a Nation's being in PofTdOdn of the 
Land, gives them no Right to any Part of the neighbouring 
Sea ; and I do not know that we have ever yet allowed the 
Spaniards to take Poffeflion, or to claim any Right to any 
fart of the Seas of America, without the Limits of their 
Pom or Havens. By^ the Trtaty in 1670, we promifed, 
'tis true, that the Subjects of this Kingdom fhould not fail 
to and traffick in the Ports and Havens, that have Fortifica- 
tions' or Magazines, nor in any other Place poffefled by the 
King of Spain in the Weft- Indies ; but we did not promife 
that our Ships mould not fail along their Coafts, nor did 
we give them a Right to fearch fuch Ships, or to prefcribe 
what fort of Goods or EfFefts they flioiifd have on board : 
Nay, we did not fo much as give them a Right to fearch any 
of our Ships, that fhould be forced into any of their Ports 
in America, by ftrefs of Weather , or any fuch Accident : 
On the contrary, we exprefsly ftipulated, that fuch Ships 
fhould be allowed to depart whenever they had a mind, 
without any. lett or Moleftation. Yet that Treaty, which 
now feems to be the utmofi we afpire to, was in thofe Days 
thought fo difadvantageous for this Kingdom, that the Gen- 
tleman who negotiated and concluded it, durft never return 
to England, though he was of a good Family, and had fe- 
veral confiderable Relations, who might have procured him 
a Quietus for any flip he had been guilty of in his Negotia- 
tions, 
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Vjods, tf oar Parliaments had then been as ready to overlook Ana. xiCeo.it;, 
fach flips, as fome have been fince that Time. ' 73 8 "9« 

' By the Treaty in 1 670, my Lords, the Spaniards have 
co Right to fearch any Britijb Ship, even in their Ports in 
the eft- Indies, when fuch Ship happens to be forced in 
there by any Sea-Diftrcfs ; and much lefs have they a Right 
to confiscate Ship and Cargo, on account of her having 
Sfaxijb Money, or Spanijb Goods on board, unlefs they 
could prove that fuch Money* or fuch Goods, had by that 
Ship been taken on board from fome of their Settlements. 
Nay, in Old Stain, where a free Trade is allowed, they 
are not to fearch a Britijb Ship, even in their Ports, till (he 
be unladed : They are only to put Cuftom-Houfe Officers, 
not exceeding three, on board, to fee that while the is un- 
lading, no Goods (hall be landed without paying the Du- 
ties; as appears from the 10th Article of the Treaty 1667. 
But now, it feems, we are reduced fo low, that we muft 
grant them a Right to fearch our Ships within what they 
fhall pleafe to call their Sea Coaib, that is' to fay, within m 
fight of any Land they fhall pleafe to call theirs in America 1 
for that will be the Confequence : If you fix it at one League* 
or two Leagues from the Shore* their Guarda Coaflas will 
&y, every Britijb Ship that is within fight of Land, is with- 
in one or two Leagues of the Shore : Nay, farther, we muft 
grant them a Right, it feems, not only to fearch, but to 
confiscate Ship and Cargo, if upon fuch Search, they find, 
or can fteal, on board, two or three Pieces of Spanifi? Mo- 
ney, or any other Goods which they call the Produce of 
their Settlements in America. At this rate, my Lords, we 
muft give up Jamaica^ and all our Sugar Idands i for no 
Ship can fail either to or from Jamaica, without coming 
upon what the Spaniards may call their Coaib; and no 
Ship can return from Barbadoes^ or any of our other Sugar 
Iflands, without coming upon the Coafb of fome of thofe 
I Hands in the Wtfi-In ie$ s which the Spaniards call theirs ; 
becaufe no Ship can return from thence, without coafting 
along thofe Ifl?nds, in order to get to the Northward of 
the Trade Win!., before they can bear away for any Part 
of Euroft. 

* Therefore, my Lords, the allowing them a Right or 
Privilege to fearch our Ships upon any Part of the Seas of 
America, or the allowing them a Right to confifcate a Bri- 
tijb Ship, on account of her having any Effects On board, 
which they may call the Produce of their Settlements, even 
though fuch Ship fhould by difrrefs be drove into any of their 
Ports or Havens in that Part of the World, is what we^ can 
never grant. It is what we ought not to nave negotiated , 
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Ufa. t2 Cto.ll. about, and much lefs ought we to have referred it to Pie* 
tt ,ffi* "9* ^ nipotentiaries to be regulated ; for if it be regulated, it mud 
"""be eftablifhed; and we may judge from their late Behaviour) 
how well they will obferve any Regulations it can be laid 
under. 

* Prom whence* my Lords, it appears, I think, raoft evi- 
dently, that, inftead of ftipularing any Thing for the future 
Security of our Trade and Navigation in the American Seas, 
we have, by this Convention, alxnoft exprefsly given up the 
Freedom both of our Trade and Navigation in thofe Seas. 
But, fuppofe their Right of fearching and confiscating Btitijh 
Ships, that may be found (ailing along their Coafts in Ame- 
rica, were to be eftablifhed, and nut under certain Regula* 
tlons, by the definitive Treaty that is to be concluded in pur- 
(hance of this Convention, finely, my Lords, oonfidering 
the bad Ufe they have lately made of this pretended Right, 
we ought to have fbpulated a Sufpenfion of the Exercife of 
this Right, riH thofe Regulations fhould be fettled and agreed 
on by a folemn Treaty. We might have ftipulated, that in 
the mean time, they *fhould abftain from fearching Brittfb 
Sfiips on any Part o^ the Seas of America^ and from confis- 
cating them, unlefs upon a full Proof of their having been 
tftticerned in an illicit Trade with their Settlements. But we 
are told, (he Spaniards would have bok'd upon this as a Sti- 
pulation for carrying on, in the Interim, a tort of free Trade 
with their Settlements in that Part of the World ; and far- 
ther we are told, that we could have no Occafion for fuch a 
Sofpenfion, becaufe we (hall have a Squadron of Men of War 
there, that will be Sufficient to protect our Trade in the 
Jhean time. This is really fbmething extraordinary ; we mull 
not ftipulate a Sufpenfion, becaufe the Spaniards would look 
tpon it as a Stipulation for a free Trade with their Settle- 
ments ; but we may compel it, by means of a fuperior Squa- 
dron. My Lords, if they could have look'd upon a Stipu- 
lation for a Sufpenfion in fuch a Light, will they not look 
upon our making ufe of a Squadron for fuch a Purpofe, as a 
compelling them to allow us a fort of free Trade with their 
Settlements ? And will not they jook upon«ais as a Breach 
of this very Convention ? Let us confefs the Truth, my 
Lords, without any Subterfuge ; they would grant us no- 
thing that might in the leaft derogate from any Right or Pri- 
vilege they had a mind to make ufe of; therefore they re- 
fused granting us a Sufpenfion in this Cafe ; but they granted 
tos a Sufpenfion with regard to their Fortifications and Im- 
provements in Florida, oecaufe it was a Right they hid no 
inind to noke/uti; ?f f 

it 
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'Iftalf grant, my Lords, that a Man may have * Right 4on,i»Ge«vH» 

to an £6ace, and yet his Enjoyment of that Eftate may be t !73*j« 
reftrained by fome Right or Servitude (which is. a more pro- 
per Word than Privilege) granted to another ; but can that 
Map's Right to his Eftate be full and abfolute ? Can that 
which is under a Servitude be faid to be free i My Lords, 
every Thing that limits or reftrains the Enjoyment of a Right, 
moft in fo far dkninifh or deftroy the Right itfdf. We have a 
Right to a Navigation and Commerce in the Amtrican Seas : 
We have a Right to a Commerce with the Continent and 
Juands of America. .The firft is abfolute and free. Upon 
tkofe Seas no Nation in the World can fey to us* What doll 
thou ? But with regard to our Commerce with the Continent 
and Hands of America, it is retrained. By the Treaty ia 
%bjo t we obliged ourfelves not to carry on any Commerce* 
with thofe Places in America which are poflefled by the Spa- 
niards i and this was the Reafon we, at that time, found fa 
much Fault with that Treaty. Therefore we ought carefully 
to diliinguifh between thofe two Rights. As to- our Right 
of Navigation and Commerce in the American Seas, the Spa- 
niards have no Right to limit or retain it : I hope we matt 
never allow them, nor any Nation, to do fo j though I am 
told the French have lately begun to ufurp fuch a Right. As 
to our Commerce with the Continent and Iflands of Ame- 
rica, the Spaniards may reftrain it : They may prevent our 
carrying on any Commerce in thofe Places which they are in 
poffeffion of; out they can reftrain it no farther : They have 
no Bufinefe, nor any Right* to enquire what we do in any 
Part of America, which they are not in actual pofleifion of. 
fiat if we approve of this Convention, and fuch a definitive 
Treaty be concluded as may be expected, and dreaded, from 
fiich a Preliminary, I do not know what Rights they may ac- 
quire. They may acquire the Right they pretend to r which 
is a Right to prescribe to the Ships of Great Britain what 
Cburfe they (hall fleer, and what Goods they fhall carry, from 
one Part of the Britijb Dominions to another. 

4 My Lords, it was a Concefiion in us, to ?llow them to 
exclude the Subjeds of this Kingdom from carrying on any 
Commerce in their American Dominions : ft was thought 
too great a Conceffion when it was hrft granted. But,. I hope*, 
no Britijb Subject will fay, that we ought, or can allow them 
to make any Regulations at Sea for preventing fuch a Com- 
merce ; and therefore I was- fuiprized to hear it (aid*, that 
we had not Time to fettle fuch Regulations, or to convince 
them of the Injuftke of the Regulations they have made & 
fcr if they incited upon making fuch Regulations, ox upon 
the Juftice of thofe they had made, the only proper Anfwc? 
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Atin.iiGto.n. was, a Declaration of War; and this, I am convinced, h 
1 73*^9* j what it muft at laft come to. But fuppofe there had been 
(brae Difficulty in the Cafe at firft, have we not had Time 
enough to underftand one another t Have we not been nego- 
tiating about the very Points now in difpute between us, for 
Ten or a Dozen Years, without IntermuTion ? Could not 
we know, in all that Time, what Spain would do, or how 
far they would difclaim the Rights they have lately ufurp'd 
upon us ? My Lords, I am convinced feme of our Nego- 
tiators do know : I am convinced they know, that Spain will 
grant us no Security, nor difclaim any Right they have lately 
Jet up, unlets they are forced to it by a vigorous War ; 
and therefore, I muft look upon this Convention as a mere 
Contrivance for putting off the Evil Day : An Expedient 
for this Sefiion ; and the Prolongation of the Term hereby 
ltipulated, will, I fuppofe, be an Expedient for the next, 
perhaps for two or three enfuing ; during which the Spaniards 
will continue to plunder our Merchants, and interrupt our 
Trade, asufual. 

* Now, my Lords, with regard to the free Enjoyment of 
our Pofleffions and Privileges in America, the only Article 
that relates to it, is the 2d, and that relates only to Georgia ; 
but how does it relate to it ? By what, I am lure, the Spa- 
niards *ill call, giving it up. If the Spaniards pretended te 
difpute Limits with us, it was a mod ridiculous Thing in us 
to allow that Difpute to be carried fo far as to the Southern, 
perhaps near the moft Northern Bounds of North-Carolina. 
It was the fame as if we had fat down to hazard, and had 
flaked North-Carolina, Scutb~ Carolina, and Georgia, againfl 
the infigniflcant Spanijb Fort called Fort-Augufiine ; for tha 
is the only Fort or Settlement the Spaniards have in Florida. 
I {hall grant, the Suipenfion ftipulated in this Article is 
mutual, but, my Lords, it is for from being equal. We M* 
pend fortifying or improving three large Countries orTro- 
vinces already planted, already greatly improved, already in- 
habited by numbers of our own People, and which we were 
refolved to fortify and improve as fall as poflible. On the 0- 
ther Hand, the Spaniards are to fufpend fortifying and inv 
proving one (ingle Province, not fo large as any one of our 
three, and that, a Country entirely Waite, or inhabited only 
by fuch as are their Enemies, except one little Fort, and a 
Country which they had no Intention either to plant, im- 
prove, or fortify. But is Georgia the only PofTeffion or Pri- 
vilege we have in America, which the Spaniards now pre- 
tend to difpute with us ? Why is there no Mention made of 
our antient Settlement in Campechey ? Of our Right to cut 
Logwood in the Bay of Honduras? Ox of our Right to ga- 
ther 
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ther Salt in the Ifland of Tortugasf Are thefe PofTeffioos Aftn. f i Oeo. A 

and Rights which are not worth contending for? Or are . *73 8 jK 

they to be given up, or relinquifhed, for the fake of an in- ~~ 

famous Peace ? It would feem fo by this preliminary Con- 

vention ; and therefore I mufi conclude, that, inflead of fli-» 

palating any future Security for the free Enjoyment of our 

Pofleffions and Privileges in America, we have, tacitly at 

leaft, given up by this Convention, every Pofleflion, every 

Right, every Privilege, which the Spaniards now pretend to 

depute with us in any Part of America. 

4 In lien of thek moft extraordinary Conceflions, one 
might expect, my Lords, that we had got the moft ample, 
the moft compleat Reparation for all the Damages we have 
fufbined, and all die extraordinary Expence we were put to ; 
but we were too modeft, it feems, to afk any Re-imburfe- 
ment of Cofts; and if the Payment flipulated by the third 
Article, which has been fo much boafted of, be clofely exa- 
mined* and ibipped of that artful Difguife in which it is 
drefled up, we lhall find, that we have given a free Discharge 
for all paft Damages, without obtaining one Shilling of Re- 
paration, except as to what relates to four or five Ships, which 
the King of Spain had ordered to be reftored, before this Con- - 
vention was thought of. But this has been put in fb clear a 
Light, by the noble Lord that fpoke lad but one, that I 
need not enlarge upon it ; and therefore, I (hall only take 
notice of fome things, that fell from the noble Lord that 
fpoke laft. He was pleafed to tell us, that the Spaniards 
made a Demand of 5 or 600,000 /. upon us, and Jeemed 
highly to commend our Dexterity at Negotiation, in prevail* 
ing upon them to accept of 60,000 / in full of fuch a high \ 
Demand. My Lords, if there was not the leaft Pretence for 
fetting up any Demand againft us, we ought to have looked 
upon their fetting up fuch a Demand, as a frefh Infult ; and 
therefore, inflead of allowing any Part of it, we ought to 
have rejected it with Contempt. The 95,000/. flipulated 
in this Article, is, therefore, the only Sum we are to receive * 
by way of Reparation ; and of this Sum our own Soutb-Sea- 
Company is to pay 68,000 /. For whatever the noble Lord 
may think of the King of Spain's Froteftation, as he declares, 
that under the Validity and Force of that Proteft he figned * 
this Convention, I am convinced he looks upon the Payment 
of that Money by our Soutk~Sea-Company 9 as the Condition 
upon which alone he (lands obliged to pay the 95,000/. 
flipulated by this Article ; and I will engage, that not one 
Shilling of the 95,000 /. fhall be paid to us by the King of 
Spain, unlefs the 68,000 /. be hrft paid to him by our Lorn* 
pany, Therefore, all the Reparation the King of Spat* is 

to 
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Au.tftOeo.lt to nuke, is the 27,000/. which k the Difference between 
'73*g« a 05 and 68,000 /. And for this 27,000 /. his Catholic Ma- 
- jn ^ v ~ m - J jcfty, or his Subjects, are to retain Pofleflion of, and convert 
.to their own Ufe, the five Briti/b Ships which he had before 
ordered to be reftored ; for, by the fourth Article of this 
Treaty, if any Part of any of theft; Ships has been, or fhall 
be reftored ; it is to be deducted out of the 95,000/. 

* This, my Lords, is really fuch a Juggle, fuch a farcical 
fort of Reparation, that I canifot but imagine, that when 
M. de la Quadra found our Negotiators willing to accept of 
it, he went fouling to his Matter, and told him, he haa got 
the Engltjh to accept of fuch a fham Reparation, as no In- 
dian Nation in America would have been amufed with. 
Well, lays his Catholic Majefty, what have you done with 
the Poltroons ? Their Merchants are to have 155,000/. in 
full for all the Depredations your Subte&s have committed 
upon them for almoft twenty Years paft > anfwers the Mini- 
fler. What, replies the Sovereign, 155,000/. how can you, 
pay it ? For I will not give them one tingle Farthing. No, 
110, fays the Minuter ; 60,000 /. one Part of it, they are to. 
taife by a Tax upon themfelves ; 68,000 /. another Part of 
it, their £*«/£-$>* -Company is to give me, and I am to re- 
turn it to fuch Commiflaries as they fhall appoint, for diftri- 
butrng it among their Merchants * and for the remaining^ 
27,000 /. they are to allow your Majefty to keep the five 
Ships, and their Cargoes, which you had given Orders to 
reftore: Now, as theie Ships were certainly moft unjuflly 
taken, and more unjuftly connTcated, the Captors muft now 
account to your Majefty, inftead of accounting to the Eng- 
lijhy for the foil Value, which I reckon will amount to, at 
leaft, 25,000/. fo that inftead of your paying them any 
thing for Reparation, they have, in effect, paid you at leaft 
8000 /. for giving them the Pretence of a Reparation. My 
Lords, M. de la Quadra may have fome private Reafons for 
not looking upon our Negotiators as downright Fools ; but, 
if we approve of fuch a Reparation, I am lure the Span jb. 
Nation will have Reafon to look with greater Contempt upon 
this, than upon any Nation of native Indians in America. 

' After having thus (hewn, that we have got no Repara- 
tion by this Convention, we need not, I dunk, my Lends, 
much trouble our Heads about the Value put upon our Loflea 
by our Commiflaries j but I think it fufficieat for difcredit- 
ing their Report, that one of them who was examined at 
our Bar, could give no diftinct Reafon for reducing the 
Claim of our Merchants from above 400,000/. to 200,000/. 
If they had vouchfafed to have given as any Reafons for fuch 
an cxtraofdinary Reduction, I am convinced it would have 

beea 
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been eafy to have (hewn, that their Reafona were frivolous jAan.ii On. it* 
and till they do affign their Reafoos, every Man mull fuppofe ^ i7j^» 
they had no Reafon; for the Chara&ers of oar Merchants, 
who gave in their Claims, many of them, if not all, upon 
Oath, are as good as the Characters of our Commitiaries. 
Bat, fuppofing the Reduction made by our Commiuariea 
had been juft, the Value of the five Ships mentioned in the 
fourth Article of this Convention, or at kaft of the four 
lafl, could be no Part of the 200,000 /. at which they com- 
puted our real Loflfes ; becaufe the four Ships Ian; mentioned, 
were taken fince our Conuniflaries returned ftOBVtifai* ; and 
the firft mentioned, I mean the WpolbmU, was taken long, 
after the Treaty of Sevi/b, and could therefore be no But 
of any of thofe Pretentions, that were referred to Cornmif- 
Janes by that Treaty. For this Reafon, if die 9 5,000 /L 
to be paid by the King of Spam and our Swth-Sga-Com* 
pany, had been looked on as a Reparation for that ado,ooo L 
only, we ought to have ftrpulated the entire Reftitutioa of 
thde five Ships, without allowing any Deduction from th# 
95,000 /. on account of that ReSitutkm ; but, in this Cafe, 
the King of Spain muft have paid us out of his own Pocket 
27,000/. by way of Reparation tor 200,000/. which was, 
it Jeems, what he was refolved not to do ; and there fo re, by 
this Ankle, we have allowed him to keep thefe five Ships, 
which he had before agreed to reflore. 

* This, my Lords, was, I mall allow, extremely com* 
plahant, and fmce we mewed fo much Complaifance to hint 
in the Point of Reparation, he fhould, I think, in good 
Manners, have ihewed fome Complaifance to us in the 
point of future Security ; but his Catholic Majefty, it teems, 
in erery Point, acled the Part of a ftubbom, haughty Spa- 
niard, and we, I do not know what. In former Days, my 
Lords, we ufcd to be as (tubborn as any of our Neighbours ; 
and to fhew that we were fo, as the noble Lord that fpoke 
kit was pleafed to mention the Treaty between Oliver Crom» 
wil and the Dutch, I (hall beg leave to examine that Trea- 
ty, becaufe the Circamftances of the then Difputes between 
us and the Dutch, were fomething parallel to the Difputes 
now fubfifting between us and Spain* The Dutch, 'tis true, 
had not for many Years before done us any Injury, nor had 
they any way interrupted our Trade ; but in a former Reign, 
in which the only Maxim of Government was, That Peace 
was better than War, as it feems to be at prefent, the Dutch 
had done us a very heinous Injury , which had never been pro- 
perly teCeuxed ; and they had begun to difpute with us the Ho- 
nour of the Flag. Therefore, our Demands upon die Dutch 
yere. That they ihoujd give m SatefaQion for the Infuk 

they 



Aim. 12 Geo. H. they had many Years before put upon us, Reparation for 
»73*j- the Damage they had done, and Security foi; our future un- 
"" " r molcfted Enjoyment of that Right, called, The Honour of the 
Flag. 

* How did Oliver Cromwell^ my Lords, provide for thefe 
feveral Demands, by the Treaty he made with the Dutch ? 
By the 37th Article it was exprefsly provided, * That the 

* United-Provinces mould take Care, that JuAice be done 
' upon thofe who were Partakers or Accomplices in the Maf- 
' facre of the Englt/h at Amboyna, provided any of them be 
' living.* I muft obferve, my Lords, that this Provifo was 
neceuary ; becaufe thisMaffacre was perpetrated in the peace- 
able Reign of James I. above thirty Years before this Trea- 
ty. Then, with regard to Reparation, Olivers -Negotia- 
tors did not lump it, as our prefent Negotiators have done 
by this Convention ; no, my Lords, the Quantum of that 
Reparation was, by the 30th Article of the fame Treaty, to 
be adjnfted by Comminariea, reipeclively appointed, who 
were to meet, not in Holland, but at London, and to deter- 
mine it in three Months, or upon their Failure* it was re-* 
ferred to the Proteftant Swift Cantons, who were to give 
Judgment within fix Months ; and we know that the Dutch 
actually paid a very large Sum of Money upon this Account. 
Laftly, with regard to our future Security : Though it re- 
lated to nothing but a Point of Honour, Oliver knew well 
the great Confequence of a trading Nation's being jealous of 
ks Honour ; and therefore, he took Care nor to refer fuch 
a Point to Commhlaries ; for by the 1 3 th Article of that 
Treaty, it was exprefsly provided, • That the Ships and 

* Veflels of the faid Unitea-Provinces, a* well thofe of War 

* as others, which mould meet any of the Men of War of 

* the Republic of England in the Britijb Seas, mould ftrike 

* the Flag to them, in the fame Manner as was ever ob- 
' ferved at any Time before, under any former Govern- 

* ment' 

* As to the 10,000/. mentioned by the noble Lord that 
fpoke laft, it was not paid on account of any Damage done 
to this Nation before the War commenced. It was paid, 
•pry Lords, on account of fome EngUJh Ships, that had been 
feized and detained in the Dominions of the King of Den- 
mark, after the Commencement of the War ; and as they 
were feized at the Inftances of the Dutch, Oliver infilled, 
that the Dutch fhould make good the Lofs ; and accordingly, 
by the 28th Article of the fame Treaty, a Stipulation was 
made for this Purpofe, which deferves our particular Notice 
upon this Occafion. By this Stipulation, the States Genera) 
obliged them/elves, that thofe Ships and Goods, which were 

* remaining 
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ttmainirtg in S ; ecie, together with the true Value of thofe Afln. i2Geb.lf 
that bad been fold, embezre'ed, or othenvife difpofed o c 9 t J73 s j^ 
ftould be reftored within a Fortnight after the c\r rival of 
thofe who were to go to reclaim them ; and alfo. that the 
LotTes which h^d accrued to the Ergtjr, by their being dc- 
. dined, fhould be made good, according to an Appraifemett 
to be made by CommifDries therein named ; which Com- 
miffiries were to meet on the 27th of June, a little more than 
two Months after the Ratification of the Treaty, at Ltndm ; 
and after the firit Day of Auvvft then next eniuing, unlefs 
they agreed before hand, they°were to be (hut up in a Room, 
feprrate from all other Perfons, without Fire, Candle, Meat; 
Dnnk, or other >upport, till they had agreed of the Matters 
to them referred 1 he States likewife obliged themfelves 
to pay cooo A within two Days after the Exchange of the 
Ratifications, to the Merchants, for the Kxpence of their 
Voyage to Dtnmark^ to reclaim their Ships; and 5000/. 
more, within fix Days af:er their Arrival there, for refitting 
and repairing their Ships for their Return. And for the Per- 
formance of thefe Conditions, they farther obliged themfelves, 
that Bmd mould be given by fufficient Men" living here at 
London, for 140,000/. The 10,000/. mentioned by his 
Loidfhip was, therefore, only a Part of the Reparation that 
was to be made for this particular Damage ; for we know, 
that the Commiflaries, by their Award, dated the 31ft of 
July that Year, the Day before they were to have been en- 
clofed, declared^ that the whole Damage amounted to 
97.973 /. which was accordingly paid at Lin Jon, and diftri- 
bated among thofe concerned. 

• I wifh, my Lords, our late Negotiators hsd read this 
Treaty : They might from thence have feen what was meant 
by Satisfaction, Reparation an,d Security ; for, I think, I 
have now clearly fhewn, that, by this Convention, we have 
obtained no Satisfaction, no Security, no Reparation; nor 
fo much as a Promife for any one of them. On the con- 
trary, we have, by this Preliminary^ either exprefsly or 
tacidy, given every one of them up; and mall a Britijh 
Parliament approve cf fuch a Treaty ? Shall the Britijh 
Nation hugrtlelfin the precarious Enjoyment of fuch an 
infamous Tranquillity ? Where can a Britijh Merchant go 
to carry on any Foreign Trade ? What Foreign Port can a 
Brirjb Ship put into \ They muft cxpeft to be. infulted, 
abuied, and plundered, by every Nation they deal with j 
and under fuch a Miff >rtune, can we expect to improve the 
Cir cum fiances of our Affair?, either at home or abroad ? My 
LcrtL% by our late Conduct, we have brought ourfelves 
into a Neceflky of going to War, let the Conlequence be 

i 7 |8 9. Y ncTcf 
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Ann. iiGeo.lt never fo fatal. A Man who fubmits tamely to a finall 
'73* -9« , Affront, is fure to meet with a heinous one; and then he 

V **"" "' muft fight ; whereas, if he had refented the firft with 
Spirit, he might have obtained Satisfaction without Danger, 
and would have prevented his meeting with a fecond. If 
we had properly refented the firft Injury we met with from 
Sfain, if upon the firft Infult or Encroachment, we had 
peremptorily demanded Satisfaction, we might tiave ob- 
tained it by peaceable Means j but now it is become too 
weighty for Negotiation : We can find it only at the Point 
of oar Sword ; and there, I truft in God, we fhall ftill be 
able to find both Satisfaction and Security. 

* After what I .have faid, my /Lords, I think, I have no 
occafion to coniider our Circumftances, either at home or 
1 abroad ; becaufe I have, I believe, made it appear, that a 
War is become unavoidable, unlefs we have a Mind to con- 
tinue under fuch an infamous Peace, as muft render our 
Circumftances every Day worfe and worfe. Nor do I think, 
that, upon the prefent Queftion, I have any occafion 
to enquire into the Caufe of the prefent Situation of the 
Affairs of this Nation, or of Europe ; but if it were neceflary, 
1 believe, I could (hew, that it is entirely owing to the 
Meafures we have followed for almoft thefe twenty Years. I 
could fhew, that the fame Conduct, which has now at laft 
made a War unavoidable, has rendered us almoft incapable 
of carrying it on with Vigour or Succefs ; but thank God, 
we are not yet altogether To : This Nation has many and 
great Refourccs ; and if they are put under a right Conduct, 
we may ftill be able to recover our Friends, and revenge 
ourfelves of our Enemies ; therefore, I hope, no Man will 
fo far defpair, as to appove of any Preliminary, that may 
lead us into an infamous Treaty of Peace.' 

The Earl of I/la. 

The Earl of -{fl*, ' My Lords, whatever Influence Wit or Eloquence may 
have upon this Aflembly, however improper it may be to 
make ufe of either in this Houfe, it muft be acknowledged, 
that a great deal of both has been made ufe of upon this 
tDccafion ; and I muft fay, that in this Debate, a fort of 
Eloquence has been made ufe of, which may be frequent 
at a certain Place at t'other End cf the Town, but cannot, 
I am fure, be laid to be either proper or decent in this 
Aflembly ; for a great many very harih Epithets have 
been given to the Convention now before us, which, con- 
fidering the Place where we are, I think, 'twould have 
been better to have let alone, even though the Convention 

htd 
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bad been as had as it has been repreftntedj bat 'twill Ann u; Geo. I& 

be (band, I believe, upon a ferious Examination, that they ^ I 73 8 -^ 

arc fach as it no way defervcs. By endeavouring to mew- 

ibis, I do not know, but that, in the Humour fome Lords 

fcem to be at prefent, I may be called an Advocate for 

Spain, as well as fome other Lords who have fpoke before 

me, upon the fame Side of the Queition ; but whatever I 

may be called, either within Doors or without, 1 am re- 

folved, while I fit here, to fpeak my Sentiments freely, and 

to declare openly, what, I think, will conduce mofl: to the 

Service of my King, and the Good of my Country. This is 

my Duty, this is the Duty of every Member of this Houfe, 

and therefore, 1 think it as wrong to affect Popularity upon 

any Occafioo, by chiming in with thofe Prejudices which 

may have been accidentally taken up, or artfully raifed, 

among the People, as it is to ihew a blind or a flavifh Com* 

plaifaace to the Miniftcrs of the Crown. 

' Whether we have got a proper Satisfaction, or a full 
Reparation, for the Injuries that have been done to us, are 
Qaeftions that have been fo fully fpoke to by the noble 
Lords who have already fpoke in Favour of this Conven- 
tion : By them it has been 0) clearly demonftrared, that we 
could not expect, nor ought to have infixed upon greater 
Satisfaction or Reparation, from a Nation whofe Friendship 
we ought to court, that it would be vain, if not arrogant in 
me, to attempt to fet that Matter in a clearer Light. Be- 
fides, my Lords, there are Articles, which in all Negoti- 
ations admit of a little yielding or foftning, and particu- 
larly in our Negotiations with Spain, we ought never to 
allow them to be of any extraordinary Weight. If we can 
get the other Difputes, which now fubfift between Spain 
and us, adjufted to our Satisfaction ; If we can obtain a 
reafonable Security for the future unmolefted Enjoyment of 
cur Navigation and Commerce in the American Seas, J 
think it would be very prudent in us to yield a little upon 
tie Head cf Satisfaction and Reparation : At lead, 1 mufl 
think it would be 'imprudent in us to engage in a War 
with Spain y and at this Juncture too, for the fake of having 
a Spanijb Governor, or Captain of a Guar da Cofia, hanged, 
as many of them certainly defer ve for their Behaviour 
towards us; or for the fake of obtaining 50, or even a 
100,000 L more, for making good the Damages our Merr 
chants have fuftained. 

• The Article of Search or no Search, is therefore that 
which we ought principally to regard in our prefent Conteft 
with Spain i and this, my Lords, I muft obferve, is a mu- 
tual Claim. We pretend to a Right of fcarching the Ships* 
\7$H V 2 $yj^ t 
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£nn. 12 Geo. II. even of Foreigners, upon our own Coafts, as well as the 
1.738-9. Spaniards do upon theirs, efpccially when there are Grounds 
to fuipecl, that any frch Ship has been employed, or is 
going to be employed, in carrying on an unlawful Trade 
with our Subjects, or in our Dominions. It is a fort of 
Liberty we take, it is a fort of Liberty every Nation takes, 
Jda*:c fetimus damvfqut <vicijfivi ; and neither the Spaniards 
nor we have given it up, by referring it to be regulated by 
Plenipotentiaries. Nay, even in the open Seas, in the mid- 
dle of the wide Ocean, if one of our Men of War fhould, 
upon vifiting a Ship they meet with, find caufc to fufpeft, 
that her Paflports or Sea-letters were forged, or mould fir.d 
caufc to fufpecl from what they faw on Board, that the Ship 
had been concerned in any piratical Practices, I believe 
s they would take the Liberty ro break through the Rules 
p refer i bed by Treaties for vifiting Ships at Sea, and would 
Search fuch a Ship, in order to difcover whether their Sufpi- 
cions were well or ill grounded. This is a Liberty which 
the armed Ships of every Country take, even upon the high 
Seas ; it is a Liberty which every Counny muft indulge to 
another, for the fake of difcovering and apprehending 
Pirates ; therefore, it is a Liberty that no Nation can com- 
plain o r , unleh when it is turned to a bad life, and then it is 
iiot the Right or Liberty, but the Ufe made of it, that affords 
a j-.ift Cauie of Complaint. 

' The Liberty of fearching the Ships of Foreigners upon 
the high Seas, on Sufpicion of Piracy, is a Liberty that is 
eftabl i(hed and regulated by the Law of Nations alone ; but 
the Liberty wnich evtry Nation enjoys, of fearching, on 
Sufpicion cf unlawful TraJc, the Ships of Foreigners that 
approach near to their Coalts without nr.y Necemty, is a 
Liberty that is not only eitabliftied by the Law of Nationr, 
but is generally regulated by the particular Laws or Cuftoms 
of each refpcclivr Society. In this Country it is eftabliftied 
and regulated, r.ot only by immemorial Cufttm, but by 
feveral Acts of Parliament $ and it is impoffible for u«, by 
anv Precautions we can take at land, to prevent the Expor- 
tation tFour Wool, the Importation cf prohibited Goodf, 
c;r the clanc'eliine Running cf Goods in upon us without 
paying the Dutier, unleU we take the Liberty of fearching 
fuch Ships, upon our own Coalts, as give" juft Caufe to 
lu{pie~L their being concerned in, or defigned for, feme fuch 
unlawful Tiade. This, my LorJs, has been found by Ex- 
perience to be true ; and therefore by an Aft cf the icth 
and uth (f che late King William, it was provided, 'That 
* our Admiralty fhould appoint two Fifth Rate, and two 
t iuth Rate Ships, and eight armed Sloop, to cruize on the 
- ' '«C»fts 
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1 Coafls of England and Ireland, to ferze all Ships and Vef- Ana.i* 0«o. XL 
'fels exporting Wool to foreign Parts.' Now, my Lords, ^73 ^9^ 
if any of the Men of War, or armed Sloops thus employed, *~ ~ r ^~ 
ftoald fee. a French Ship hovering, or lyiBg at Anchor with- 
in a few Leagues of oar Shoar, and Boats paffing and repaf- 
hng between her and the Land, are we to fuppofe that they 
are oniy to vifit fuch Ship, according to the Rules prefcribed 
by Treaty, and to give entire Credit to her Psflborts, or Sea- 
letters? if they did, they would always find her bound 
from fome Port of France, to fome Port in Norway or the 
Bali- ; or from fome Port in Norway or the Baltic, to 
fome Port of France ; yet, nevcrthelefs, (he might be half 
loaded with our Wool, and waiting at that Place for the reft 
of her Cargo ; therefore, in fuch Cafes, it is abfolutely ne- 
eeffiry to make fome fort of Search, and we have always 
done fo. without any Nation's having complained of our 
making by fuch a Practice, any Encroachment upon the 
freedom of their Navigation and Commerce. 

' i he cafe, my Lords, is the fame with regard to Smng- 
gMng : It was found by Experience, that all the Precautions 
we could take at Land, coild not prevent that pernicious 
Trade, and therefore we have, by feveral Acts of Parlia- 
ment, enforced and regulated the Right we have by the Law 
of Nations, of fearching, as well as vifiting, fuch Foreign 
Ship? as approach our Coafts, and give juft Caufe for fufpect- 
ing their being concerned in, or defigned for carrying on 
rny contraband Trade. For tins Reafon, we ought to be 
cautious of denying this Liberty or Privilege to any Nation ; 
for if we do, every Nation in Europe will fay to us, With 
what Meafure ye mete, it Jhall he mcafured to you again : 
As you will not allow us to fearch your Ships upon our 
Coaib, we will not allow you to fearch our Ships upon your 
Coaib ; and if by this Means we fhould be debarred fearch- 
ing any Foreign Ship upon our own Coafts, it would be im- 
po&hle for us to prevent Smuggling, or the Exportation of 
our Wool. Not only the Dutch and French, but all Na- 
tions that had any Uie for it, would foon fall upon Ways and 
Means to ileal away from us as much of our Wool as they 
could have occafion foiv to the great Prejudice, if not the 
utter kuin of our Woollen Manufacture. 

* This, my Lords, would be a much greater Lofs to us, 
thin the exporting of Gold or Silver from Spain, or from 
the Sp*n>jh settlements in America, can be to that Nation. 
For in their pre lent Circumftances, it is ridiculous in them 
io prohibit the Exportation of that Commodity. If they 
could make their Prohibition effectual : If they could abfo- 
lutely prevent the Exportation of Gold or Silver from any 

Fart 
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4ta.i2Geo.IIt Part of their Dominions, they would, in their prefent Cn> 
i73*Hh cumftances, foon come to be like Midas in the Fable : Many 
of them would have nothing to eat, drink, or cloath them- 
selves with, but Gold or Silver ; and then they would be 
glad to give every Nation a Licence to export both the one 
and the other, in order to have thofe Neceflaries and Con- 
veniencies of Life they Hand in need of, and cannot have in 
their own Dominions. This we know to be often the Cafe 
of fome of their Setdements in America ; and when it is, 
their Governors always feud Licences to fome of our Planta- 
tions, not only to come and trade in the Spanijb Settlements, 
but to export Gold and Silver, and whatever elfe they pleafe 
to take, in return for the Provisions or Neceflaries they carry 
thither. 

' But with regard to our Wool, my Lqrds, the Cafe is 
very different. It is a Commodity much more valuable than 
Gold or Silver ; becaufe it is a Commodity abfolutely nccef- 
fary, or, at leaft, extremely convenient, for all Nations that 
live at any Diftance from the Torrid Zone ; and as it mud 
be manufactured before it can be fit for Ufe, a great many 
indubious and faithful Subjects are always employed in that 
Manufacture. Now, as we do not prohibit the Exportation 
of it when manufactured, but, on the contrary, encourage it, 
36 much as we can, the Exportation of it, when fully manu- 
factured, will, I hope, be always fufficient for furniming us 
with every Thing we ftand in need of, for Luxury, as well 
as Neceflity and Conveniency, from any Country in the 
World j therefore we can never be under any Neceflity to 
export it unmanufactured ; and as none of our Neighbours 
can carry on Woollen Manufactures, efpecially thofe of the 
Middling Sort, without having fome of our Wool to mix 
up with their own, as the manufacturing for our Neigh- 
bours, as well as ourfelves, mufl employ a great many more 
Hands, and bring a greater Advantage to the Nation, than if 
we were to manufacture for ourfelves alone, we ought to take 
all poffible Methods for preventing the Exportation of this 
Commodity, till it has been fully manufactured by our own 
People. 

• This, my Lords, (hews the Wifdom of thofe Regula- 
tions we have made both by Land and Sea, for preventing 
the Exportation of our Wool ; and* at the fame time, it mutt 
fhew how unwife it would be in us, to introduce, among the 
Nations of Europe, any political Maxim, which, if we were 
obbged to obferve it ourfelves, might render it extremely dif- 
ficult, if not altogether impoflibie, for us, to prevent our 
Wooi's being ftolen away from us j and that this would be 
tlje Confequence, if we were to abftajn frojn (earching any 

foreign 
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Foreign Ship upon onr Coafts, Experience itfelf mud convince Ana, izGeo,' l& 

us. But this, my Lords, is not the only Inconvenience we , f 738-^. 

Awuld be liable to at preient, if we fhould be obliged to give " 

up, or pais from this Right of fearching Ships upon our own 

Coafts ; for while our prefent high Duties continue upon all 

Foreign Goods imported, it would be impoifible for us t» 

prevent Smuggling, without the Exercife of this Right ; and 

if we take fuch a Liberty with the Ships of neighbouring 

Nations upon our Coafts, we muft allow them to take fome 

foch Liberty with our Ships upon their Coaib ; otherwise, we 

may run the Rifle of uniting all the Powers of Europe in an 

Aflbdatkm againft us. 

1 For this Reafon, my Lords, the Queftion, Whether wc 
ought to allow the Spaniards a Right or Privilege to fearch, 
upon juft Grounds of Suspicion, any of our Ships that mall 
approach their Coafts without Neceffity, feems to be a Ques- 
tion that may admit of fome Sort of Difficulty. They may 
iafift upon it, as a Right derived to them from the Law of 
Nations, and confirmed by our own Practice in fimilar Cafes j 
2nd it is a Privilege which we may allow them, without ac- 
knowledging that they have any thing like an Imperium 
Maris, with regard to the Seas of America. As for this Zw- 
ptrium Maris, or Dominion of the Seas, there may be fome 
inch Thing, for what I know : I believe we have a juft Pre- 
tence to fuch a Dominion, with regard to the Britijb Seas ; 
but I muft observe, that a very great Author has faid, That 
it is rather to be imagined than explained. It is a Subject 
that has employed the Pens of many learned and ingenious 
Men ; but they differ fo much from one another, and fome- 
times from themftfves, that there is no PofTibility of forming 
a certain and diftincl Notion of it from what they have wrote 
upon the Subject. They have divided and fubdivided it a 
great many different Ways ; which it would be needlefs, as 
well as tedious, to give an account of; but the moft material 
Divifion I have taken Notice of, is that by which it has been 
divided into Imperium proximum and Imperium remotum ; the 
former being tnat Imperium which a Nation may acquire, 
and every Nation pretends to, upon what they call their own 
Coafts i and the latter, that which a Nation may acquire 
upon what we call the open Seas, either by Treaty, or by 
the tacit Conceffion and long Sufferance of its Neighbours. 

* But here again, my Lords, a new Difficulty occurs ; for, 
what may be called the Coafts, or what may be called the 
open Seas, is a Queftion that is not determined by the Au- 
thors that have wrote upon the Subject, nor has it lately been 
determined by Treaty, fo far as I know, between any two 
Nations in Europe. The greateft Authority I can think of, 

that 
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Ann. ii Oo.II. that can any Way be made ufe of for determining this Point, 
i73 8 -9« t is that famous Decree or Refolution of the Senate of Rcmr, 
by which they gave to the great Pompey the Command or 
Government of the Sea, for fuf prefling thole Pirates that 
then infefted the Mediterranean ; for, as by that Decree 
they extended his Command or Imperium as far as four hun- 
dred Stadia, which is about thirteen or fourteen League?, 
over the whole Continent or I^ind adjoining to the Sea, it 
may be fuppo.ed, they reckoned that the Sea-Coaft, which 
always includes Land as well as Sea, extended fourteen 
Leagues up the Country, and confequently fourteen Leagues 
out at Sea. But no modern Nation wil', I believe, admit 
that what we now call Sea-Coaft, can be either Way fo far 
extended. 

* Having thus ftiewn what the Spaniards may fay in Fa- 
vour of the Right or Privilege they pretend to have of 
Searching, as well as Vifitirg our Ships, upon what they call 
their Coafts in America, when fuch Ships, by their ap- 
proaching too near, or by other Tokens, give Cauile to fuf- 
peft, that they arc concerned, or defigned to be conceited 
in fome illicit Trade ; I {hall now, my Lords, endeavour to 
(hew what may be {aid on our Side. With regard to any 
Liberty or Privilege wc may take with the Ships of Fo- 
reigners failing upon die Brittfi Seas, we may juflly fey, my 
Lords, that no Argument can, from hence, be drawn in Fa- 
vour of any Right the Spaniards may pretend to in the Seas 
of America i becaufe we have an 'lmpe>'mm or Dominion 
over the Britijb Seas, eftabliflied to us by Cuftom immemo- 
rial, and acknowledged by almoft all the Nations of Europe: 
Whereas the Spaniards can pretend to n# fuch Imperium 
over the /merit an Seas, nor ought we to allow them to ex- 
ercife any Liberty or Privilege that may be a Foundation for 
their claiming fuch an Imperium in any future Time. Then, 
with regard to what may be called the Sea-Coaft of any 
Country, we may fay, that, by jthe Law of Nations, no- 
thing ought to be called Sea-Coaft that is within the com- 
mon Courfe of Sailing from one Country to another j and 
that therefore nothing but Creeks or fmall Bays ought to be 
reckoned within the Sea-Coafts of any Country, or fuch 
Places in the Sea which are fo land-lock'd that no Ship 
would chufe to get within them, un efs (he drove thither by 
Strefs of Weather, or lias fome other Dcfign than that of 
failing along the Coafts of that Country. This* I fey, my 
Lords, we may infift on as the general Rule for determining 
what may be called the Sea- Coafts of any Country ; and this 
ought to be the Rule in the American Seas, cfpecially with- 
in die Tropics, rather than any odier, becaufe the Winds 



and Currents in that Part of the World, not only make Ann. 12 Geo. IT* • 

Ships chuie, but even force them to fail along, almoft clofe f 73 8 *9- 

in with the Shore of fome of the Iflands or Continent of v 

America, as has been extremely well explained by a noble 

Lord, who fpoke fome time fince upon the other Side of the " 

Queftion. 

' To this, my Lords, we may add, that tho* an Imferium 
or Dominion may be acquired over fome Seas, or fome par- 
ticular Parts of the Ocean, yet that Dominion, like Property" 
in Lands, mud be acquired by fome Overt- Acts, which de-' 
clare the Intention of the Pofteflbr, and the Ceffion or Re- 
lation of the reft of Mankind ; and as no fuch Overt- 
Ads have ever been done by the Spaniards, and peaceably 
fabmitted to for any time by other Nations, in the Seas of 
America, therefore thofe Seas ought to be look'd on as a 
large Common, lying between the Spanijh Dominions and' . 
oars, no Part of which they can appropriate, nor aflume any 
Jurifdiction over it, without our Confenr; and I am fure we 
may juiily fay, that the late Behaviour of fome of their 
Guarda C oft as, and 'the Delays we have met with in ob- 
taimng Jultice from their Court, have given us a very good 
Rcafon, never to allow them to aflume the lead Degree of 
Jurifdi&ion in any Part of the American Seas, where our 
bhips may be obliged, or have Occafion to fail. 

* From what I have mentioned, my Lords, of the Argu- 
ments that may be' made ufe of upon both Sides of the Quef- 
tion, I believe it will appear, that the real Difpute between 
Spain and us, I mean that which is of the greatcft Confe- 
rence, is not about our Right to a free Navigation and 
Commerce in the American beas, but about their Right to 
fcarch Ships upon what may be called their own Coafts. 
The Right to be regulated by the Plenipotentiaries, reflec- 
tively appointed by this Preliminary, is not Gur Right to a 
free Navigation and Commerce in thofe Seas, but their Right 
to do what ev^ry Nation does, I mean, to vifit, and even 
to fearch, upon juft Caufe of Sufpicion, fuch Ships as come 
within what may be called their Sca-Coafts ; and it is their 
late Behaviour, not ours, that makes the regulating of this 
Right neceflary. They have lately extended what they call 
their Sea-Coaits fo far out in the Ocean, and they have 
fearched fo many of our Ships without Caufe of Sulpicion, 
and conlifcated fo many of tnem without any Pretence of 
Juftice. that it is become neceflary to lay tnem under fom* 
Reftraints or Regulations ; and thefe Reilraints and Regula- 
tions are to be fettled arid agreed on by the Plenipotentiaries 
refpcdfcively appointed. That they have Sea-Coaits in Ame- 
rica, is what no Man will deny ; and that they have fome 
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Ann laCeo. II. Sort of Power or Jurifdiction over thofe Sea Coaits, is what* 
1 738-9. ^ 1 think, can be as little denied. Nay, we feem to have ac- 
~ ' knowlcdgcd it by Treaty ; for as our South- Sea Compny 
got, by the . Jfiento-I reaty or Contract, the fole Privilege 
of introducing Negroes into the Spanijb Settlements in An.c 
rica, it was oy the 1 Sth Article of that Treaty agreed, 

* That v. hen the Jjjicntifts mould have Notice that any Ship 

* with Negroes (not belonging to them) was come upon the 
' Coait, or entered into any Fort, they might fit out, arm, 
« and fend out immediately fuch Veffels as they (hould have 

* of their own , or any others belonging to his Catholic Majefty, 
' or his Subjects, with whom they mould agree, to take, feize, 

* and confiicate fuch Ships and their Negroes, of whatever 

* Nation or Ferfon they might be, to whom the fame (hould 

* belong ; to which end the faid Jjjientifts, and their Favors, 
' mould have Liberty to take Cognizance of, and fearch all 
1 Ships and Fcjfls that Jhould come upon the Coajis of India, 
' or into its Pom, in which they mould have reafon to be- 

* Jieve, or fufpecr, that there were contraband Negroes. Pro- 
' vided always, that for the making of fuch Searches, Vifits, 
' and other Proceeings before mentioned, they mould firil 

* have Leave from the Governors, to whom they mould com- 

* municate what occurred, and defire them to interpofe their 
'Authority.' 

' Thele, my Lords, are the Words of the Treaty ; and 
if the Court of Spain could delegate a Power to our Soittl- 
Sta Company to fearch fuch Ships as came upon the Coaus 
of India, in which they fhould nifpect they were contraband 
Negroes, as by our accepting of this Article, we have ac- 
knowledged they could, furely we mud allow, that they 
have a Power to fearch fuch Ships as come upon the Cams 
of India, in which they may fufpeft there are any other 
fort of contraband Goods; by which J mean, and by which 
they can only, with any Juilice or Propriety, mean, fuch 
Goods as are defigned to be imported into, or have been ex- 
ported from, their Settlements in India, contrary to the 
exe'ufive Privilege enjoyed by the Subjects of Spain, and 
confirmed to them by the Treaties fubfiiting between them 
and us. This Power, my Lords, I fay, we mult allow them ; 
but we mull not allow them to make a bad u(e of it, or to 
extend what they call their Coafts, fo far as may give their 
Guarda-Cojtas a Pretence to interrupt our lawful Trade or 
Commerce in thafe Seas ; and as they have done fo for tome 
Time pafl, it is become neceffary for us to lay this Power un- 
der fuch Regulations, as may prevent fuch Practices in Time 
to come: This, I hope, will be done by the definitive 
Treaty that is to be concluded ; but as the contriving and 
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fettling theft Regulations required a moft mature and ferious Ann. 12 Ceo. II 
Deliberation, it could not be done fo as to make them a m s 73*^9 • 
Part of" this Preliminary Treaty ; and therefore it was ne- 
ceffiry to refer this Matter to the Plenipotentiaries. 

* What Liberty we may allow to the Spaniards, with re- 
gard to fearching our Ships at Sea, or upon what they call 
their own Coaits, or whether or no we ought to allow them 
any fuch Liberty, or if we do allow it, what Reftraints and 
Kegulations it ought to be fubjecled to, are Queftions, my 
Lords, that cannot, I think, come before us upon this Oc 
cation : Ail f defign by what- I have faid upon this Head, is to 
fhew, that the Diipute between the Spaniards and us about 
fearch or no fearch, is of fuch a Nature, that it could not 
be immediately determined. If we had been at War with 
Spain, and had reduced them to fuch Diftrefs, that they muft 
have agreed to any Thing we thought fit to propole, the 
Difpute might have been eatily ended ; becaufe, as it would be 
oar Incereit to have a free Trade to the Spatvjb Settlements 
in America, as we (hall always reap the more Advantage, 
the more Trade our Subjects have with them, therefore if 
we cannot obtain a free Trade, it is our Intcrett not to ad- 

* mit of any Thii.g that may prevent or obilru& an illicit 
Trade ; and for this Rcafon, if we had prevailed fo far as 
to have the drawing up of the Articles of Peace, if the Spa- 
niards had been forced to prefent us with a Carte Blanche^ 
we ought cerrtainly to have ftipulated no fearch ar.y where 
bat in their Ports or Harbours, when our Ships happened to 
be forced in there by £ea- Diilrefs. Bat this, my Lords was 
not our Cafe when this Treaty was negotiated : We were 
treating upon equal Terms: We were negotiating to prevent 
a dangerous w^ar. and not to put an end to a fuoccfsfui one ; 
and in thefe Circumft mces it was impoflible for as to adjult 
and finally fettle a Difpute of fuch a Nature in fo fhort a 
Time If it be finally adjufted and fettled in the eight 
Months prefer ibed by this Preliminary, I ftall think it fomc- 
thing very Extraordinary ; and if at laft all the Difputes now 
fiibiming between Spain and us are adjufted to our S;»ti> fic- 
tion, I fhal. then think that we may juflly apply to one 
Perfon in this Kingdom, what was faid of the great Fabius 
at Rome, Cunclando refiituit Rem. 

• 1 know, my Lords, it would have been more glorious, 
and would have, looked more like great Courage and Ivlag- 
n-ininiry, to have attacked xl\e Spaniards directly, without 
fo much a» aflcing, whether they were willing to give us Sa- 
tisfaction : If we had done fo, the Spaniard* could not with 
juihce have complained of us, nor could they h-we faid, we 
treated them otWwJfe than they deferved ', but I cannot 
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.•Ann. 12 Geo. It. think it would have been prudent, nor do I think it would 
f 73*j' j have been acting like Men that had a due Regard to the 
Profperity and Happinefs of their Country. Wars and Vic- 
tories, my Lords, make a fine Figure in Hiftory, or even 
in a News- Paper : We ftill read with Pleafure the Roman- 
tic Accounts of our Wars and Battles in France, when our 
Kings were wailing the Subftance, and fpilling the Blood of 
their Subjects, in queft of that which would have ruined their 
Country, if they had met with the wifhed-for Succefe ; we 
lite wife read with Pleafure, an Account of our late Cam- 
paigns in Flanders, Germany and Spain, when we were run- 
ning ourfelves feveral Millions in Debt yearly, for the fake 
of conquering Kingdoms and Provinces for thofe, who have 
not fince (hewed themfelves very grateful for the Favours we 
then fo bountifully bellowed ; and if we had now run our- 
felves headlong into a War with Spain, we mould probably, 
if thev had been aflifted by none of their Neighbours, have 
had the fame Succeis we have formerly met with in oar 
Wars againft that Nation : The taking of fome of their 
Galleons or Flota, the Plundering fome of their Towns upon 
the Sea-Coaft in Europe, or the taking or plundering fome 
of their Settlements in America, would have furniflied our 
Gazettes with excellent Paragraphs for the Entertainment of 
the prefent Age, and our Hiftories with fit Matter for the 
Amufement of future Generations ; but, upon balancing Ac- 
counts, we fhould have found, I believe, that the Profit 
would not anfwer the Charge ; and that we had done bet- 
ter to have accepted air firft of a reafonable Satisfaction in 
a peaceable Manner. In the mean Time, our Trade would 
have been interrupted, our People opprefs'd with Taxes, 
many of our Merchants ruined by Captures, and Multitudes 
of 1 radefinen drawn away from ufeful Labour and Induflry ; 
for it was well obferved by a celebrated Clergyman, who 
was appointed to preach at St. Pau?s upon the Peace of 
Utrecht, That thofe Times which are the befl to read of, 
are far from being the bell to live in. > 

4 It was, therefore, I think, my Lords, the wifeft Courfe, 
to try firft what could be done by Negotiation ; and as there 
is nothing in this Preliminary that is either fcandalous, or in- 
confident with any of the Rights or Privileges of this Na- 
tion ; a$ we have got all that could be expected in fo fhort 
a Time ; and as the Time itipulated for concluding a defini- 
tive Treaty is but very ftiort, I muft think, it was right to 
accept, in the mean Time, of this Preliminary If the 
Court of Spain (hould refufe, or unreafonabiy delay giving 
us entire Satisfaction by a definitive Treaty, within the Time 
limited by this Preliminary* we null go to War ; we fhall 
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then be able to excufe or juftify ourfelves In oar own Minds, 
let the Event of that War . be what it will j became of two 
Evils, the leaft is certainly to be chofen. Our Trade cannot 
fuffer much in the mean Time, the Circumftances of Affairs 
in Europe cannot become more unfavourable than they now 
are, nor can it be iuppofed that we (hall be weaker, or Spain 
longer, eight Months hence, than at prefent. For thefe 
Reaions, my Lords, I think we cannot well refufe to give 
our Approbation of this Preliminary, in thofe general Terms 
the noble Lord has proposed ; and therefore I (hall be for 
agreeing to the Motion he has been pleafed to make.' 

At laft the Queftion was put, and carried in the Affir- Dmfion 
native, upon a Divifion of Lords in the Houfe 71 Contents, ** Oas**** 
to 58 Not-contents ; and of Proxies 24 Contents, to 16 Not- 
contents. Whereupon the following Addrefs was agreed to, 
and presented accordingly, nriz. % 

Meft gracious Sovereign, 

* IT7E your Majefty's mod dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Lords Addrefs, 

VV Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament aflem- »nd his Majefty'* 
b'ed, beg leave to return your Majefty our mod humble Anfwer, 
thanks for your gracious Condefcenfion, in laying the Con- 
vention between your Majefty and the King of Spain, dated 
the 14th Day of January laft, N. S. together with the fe- 
parate Articles, before this Houfe. 

' We think it our indifpenfable Duty, on this Occaiion, 
to czprefs our juft Senfe of your Royal Care of the true in- 
terefts of your People ; and to acknowledge your Majefty's 
great Prudence, in bringing the Demands of your Subjecls 
lor their pi ft Lofles, which have been fo long depending, to 
a final Adjustment by the (aid Convention ; and procuring 
an exprefs Stipulation for a fpeedy Payment ; and in laying a 
Foundation for accomplishing the great and defirable Ends of 
obtaining future Security, and preferving the Peace between 
the two Nations. 

* We beg leave alfo to declare to your Majefty, our Con- 
fidence and Reliance on your Royal Wifdom, and fteady At- 
tention to the Honour of vour Crown, and the Welfare of 
thefe Kingdoms ; that in the Treaty to be concluded in pur- 
fuance of this Convention, proper Provifions will be made 
for Redrefi of the Grievances fo juftly complained of ; and 
particularly, that the Freedom of Navigation and Commerce 
in the American Seas, to which your Majefty's Subjecls are 
entided by the Law of Nations, and by virtue of the Trea- 
ties fubtfting between the two Crowns* will be fo effectually 
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Ann. raGeo. II; fecured, that they may enjoy, unmolefled, their undoubted 
m '^S^g* § Right of navigating, and carrying on Trade and Commerce 
L^ ~v~ l "~? f rom nc Part of your Majelly's Dominions to any other 
Part thereof, without being liable to be ftopp'd, vifited, or 
fcaiched, on the open Seas, or to any other Violation or In- 
fraction .of the faid Treaties ; the mutual Obfervance there- 
of, and a juft Regard to the Privileges belonging to each o- 
ther, being the only Means of maintaining a good Corref- 
pondence, and lafting Friendfhip between the two Nations. 
' Permit us at the fame Time, in the moft dutiful Man- 
ner, to exprefs to your Majefty, our firm Dependaoce, that 
in the Treaty, to be concluded in purfuance of the faid Con- 
vention, the utmoft 'Regard will be had to the Rights be- 
longing to your Majefty 's Crown and Subjects, in adjufting 
and fetding the Limits of your MajeJty*s Dominions in Am- 
ric* ; and to give your Majefty the ftrongeft Afturances,. 
that, in cafe your Majefty's juft Expectations mall not be an- 
fwered, this Houfe will heartily and zealoufly concur in all 
fuch Meafures, as fhall be neceflary to vindicate your Ma- 
jeily's Honour, and to preferve to vour Subjects the full En- 
joyment of all thofe Rights, to which they are entitled by 
Treaty, and the Law of Nations. 

To which his Majefty returned the following moft gracious 
Anfwer, vix. 

* My Lords, I thank you for this dutiful Addrefs, and for 
the grateful Senfe you exprefs of my Care of the true lnte- 
refts of my People. You may depend upon it, that I have 
the Honour of my Crown, and the Welfare of my King- 
doms entirely at Heart ; and that nothing (half be wanting 
on my part, to fecure to my Subjefts the full Etjf.yment of 
their Navigation and Commerce, and their other jutt Rights.* 

The Speakers for and agaiaft the Addrefc were as follows, 
nn%. 

For the Addrefc. Againft the Addrefc. 

Speakers fa and i The Earl of Ckolmmdeltj, 2 The Lord Talbot. 

•gainft the Ad- wfl0 moved for it. 

* c6, 3 The Duke of Nttvcaftle. a. The Lord Carteret. 

5 The Bifhop tfSalifbury. 6 The Duke of Btdf**. 

6 The Lord High-Chancelloi . 7 The Duke of JrgyU. 

10 The Lord Nervey. 9 The Earl of Chferfitli. 

1 1 T]ie Earl of ijla. 11 Ik Lord BatUrfi. 
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And the following is a Lift of the Lords who voted upon 173**9* 
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His Royal Highnefs the Prince VoteT8 f or ^ 
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The Dukes of 
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The Dukes of 
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Atbol, 


Beaufort, 
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Bedford, 


Bridgwater, 


Ikrfet, 


Leeds, 


Grafton, 


Rutland. 
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The Earls of 
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Marlborough >, 


Briftol, 


Montagu, 


Burlington, 


Keucaftle, 


Chefierfield, 


Portland, 


Coventry, 


Richmond. 


"Gain/borough, 
Graham, 


The Marqoifc of Lothian. 


Huntington, 




Ker, 


The Earls of 


Litchfield, 




Macclesfield, 


Albemarle, 


Northampton, 


Cbolmondeley, 


Oxford. 


Couaper, 


PeUrborough, 


Dartmouth, 


Rockingham, 


Durmore, 


Scarborough, 


Effingham, 
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Stanhope, 


Einlater, 


Strafford, 
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Suffolk, 
Manet, 


Godolpbin, 


Hal/ax, 
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Har borough. 


Wtncbelfta and Nottingham. 


Hynd/ord, 




Ilia, 
Loudon, 


The Vifcounts. 


Cobham, 
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' "V"" *■'> Ma/ton, 


Againft the Addrefc. 
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Pembroke, 


LonfdaU, 


Rochford, 
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Warwick* 
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The Baron* of 
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Lymington, 
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Lincoln, 


Walpole. 


Litchfield, 




Oxford. 


The Archbifhop of Canter- 
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The Bifhops of 
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• The Earls of 
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Far the Addrefi. 

Saltfimry, 
Wintbtjier* 

Proxies. 


A£ainft the Addrefs. Ann. t* Geo. IU 
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The Vrfcdurit St. John. *» —v*-^ 

The Barons of 


TheDukeofG&*«&/> 


Barnard, 

Dudley and ffari, 


The Earls of 

Proaialhin. 

Crawford, 

Grantham} 

Hapten, 

Lticrfter % 

Pom/ret, 

Portmorei 

Powlett, 

Radnor, 
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Sutherland, 
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Walgratve, 
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St. John, 
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The Barons of 
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The Archbifhop of York. 
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Bath and Wells. 
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London* 





Upon this Queftion's being approved 6f, the Mowing f*»te# <w &k 
ftrotcJi was entered in tat Journals »f that Houfc, */m* Ocoj6m. 
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Aaft.i2Ge0.ft. Dijfentun? 

'fflj?' r !• Becaufc we conceive that this Resolution, under the 
plaufible Pretence of a refpeclful Addrefs to the Throne, car- 
ries with it an Approbation of the Convention concluded at 
the.PWp the 14th of January laft\ which, as we appre- 
hend, may be a mod fatal Compliment, if it mould induce 
his Majcfty to believe, that this Convention is agreeable to 
the Senfe and Expectation of the Nation. 

2. Becaufc this Rcfblution hath rather weakened than en- 
forced the, Addrefs of lall Year, having omitted that Part of 
the (aid Addrefs, which declares, that no Goods being car* 
ried from one Part of his Majefty's Dominions to another, 
are to be deemed contraband and prohibited Goods ; and 
that the Searching of Ships, under Pretence of their carrying 
contraband, or prohibited Goods, is a Violation and In- 
fraction of the Treaties fubfiiling between the two Crowns. 

3. We think the (aid Refolution doth not fufficienriy affcrt 
our Right, by faying only, that we (hall not be liable to be 
ftopp'd, fearch'd, or vifited upon the open Seas, the Mer- 
chants having proved, at the Bar of the Houfe, that Cur- 
rents and Winds unavoidably drive Ships out of their Courfe, 
and that Obfervations of Land-Marks, upon the Spanijb Coaft, 
are abfolutely neceffary for their fleering a fafe Courfe thro* 
thofe Seas, we apprehend, that their being obliged to keep 
a direct Courfe, without coming near the Spamjh Coaft, as 
lately infilled upon by the Spaniards, would render them fole 
Judges of our Navigation 1 and their being permitted to vitlt 
or learch our Ships within any Limits whatfoever, would 
render our whole American Trade precarious and impracti- 
cable. 

4. Becaufe we fee no Reafon to believe, that the future 
Negotiation of the Plenipotentiaries will, in the next eight 
Months, obtain the Admiffion of thofe Rights infilled upon 
in our former Addrefs, which the Inllances and Representa- 
tions made to the Court of Spain lall Year, fupported by the 
Refblution of Parliament, and a powerful Fleet, Jiave not 
been able as yet to procure. 

5. Becaufe we apprehend, the Spaniards do not think 
themfelves bound by this Convention to abftain from their 
unjuft Methods of proceeding ; fince it was proved at the 
Bar of this Houfe, that Capt. Vaughan* a Commander of a 
Britijb Ship, having been unjullly taken by a Spanijb Man of 
War, his Ship confiscated, and he imprifoned at Co/re, was, 
at the Time of figning the Convention, detained in PrBbn 
there,- and not released in. feveral WceJ$ after, notwith- 
standing the keprefentation of the Britijb Plenipotentiary at 
She Court of Spain. 
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6. Becaufe jvc conceive, that the Reparation pretended a*a t x*Gco, It, 
to be made to our Merchants, by this Convention, for the , f 73*^9- 
grievous Lofies they have fultained during a Courfe of many 
Years, is inefficient a the dark Accounts of this Tranlaflion, 
laid before as, have not been fully explained, nor any wtis- 
faftory Reafons given us why their Demands, , dated in an 
Account figtied June the 14th, 1738, by Mr. Stert, one of 
the Commiflaries, at 343,277 /. would be fo greatly re- 
duced. 

7. Becaufe, as we apprehend, we are to allow 60,000 /« 
to the King of Spain, chiefly on account of the Ships taken 
near Sicih in the Year 1718 ; though it hath appeared to 
the Horie, from the Infbuclions given to the Commiflaries 
after the Treaty oi Seville, figned by his Majefty, now lying 
before us, that the Articles of the Treaty concluded at Ma- 
drid in 1721, upon which that Claim of die Spaniards is 
founded, had been fully executed on the Part of the Crown 
of Gnat-Britain. 

8. Becaufe the referring the Limits of Florida and Carolina 
to the Plenipotentiaries, leems to call in queftion our Right 
to PofTeffioR5, which we have fo long uninterruptedly en- 
joyed, feven Eighth-Parts, or Shares, of which, the Nation, 
at a confiderable Expence, hath, not lone fince, purchafed 
of the* Proprietors under the two original Grants of King 
Charles II. a certain Diftrift whereof, called Georgia, in 
Honour to his prefent Majefty, hath been ere&ed into a new 
Colony, and granted to T ruftees for laudable Purpofes ; for 
the Eftablilhment and Improvement of which, confiderable 
Sums have been granted by the Public : And moreover, it 
being flipulated by the prefent Convention, that no Fortifka- 
non there (hall oe encreafed, during the Term of eight 
Months, we apprehend, that the Regiment lately railed for 
the Defence of that Colony, and alio the Engineers and 
Stores, which, at a confiderable Increafe of the pub£c Ex- 
pence, have been fent thither, will not only remain ufetefs, 
but, rf a Peace fhould not be procured within that Period, 
will, at the End of it, be expoled, together with the Colo- 
nies, to the Violence and Irruption of the Spaniards. 

9. Becaufe we apprehend the Britijh MinnWs Acceptance 
of the Declaration ngned by M. de la Quadra* January to, 
1738-9, (aid to be agreed with reciprocal Accord, hath al- 
lowed his Catholic Majefty to rejerve to himfdf, in its full 
Force, the Right of being able to fufpend the AfHento of 
Negroes, in cafe the South-Sta- Company doth not fubjedjk 
herfelf to pay, within a fhort Time, the Sum of 63,ooo /. 
pretended to be owing on the Duties of Negroes, and Pro- ' 
fits of the Ship Carolina, though that Sum was never other- 

1738-9, A a 2 wtfe 
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Ann. 1 2 Geo. It. wife acknowledged to be due, than as Part of a Plan of Ad 
'739- . commodation, wherein a much larger Sum was admitted to 
be due to the faid Company, whereby we apprehend the 
King of Spain may think that great Company is put out of 
the ^Protection of his Majeity, as to this Point, and leit to 
his own Mercy and Equity y whereas, if the Convention, as 
it now Hands, had been figned without the Acceptance of 
the Declaration, the King of Spain would have had no Pre- 
tence, as we conceive, tQ fufpend trje Afliento ; and there- 
fore we apprehend, that the faid Declaration will be looked 
upon as a Defeazance of the faid Treaty, as far as it relates 
to the Scuth~St ^-Company, which appears to us a dishonour- 
able Collufion, hurtful to public Credit. 

10. Becaufe we do not find any Satisfaction, has been ob- 
tained by the Convention, for the frequent Cruelties and 
Barbarities exercifed on the Briti/b Sailors, nor for the ma- 
ny Infults offered to the Briti/b Flag ; which we are appre- 
henfive may be thought an Infenfibility of the Sufferings of 
a Body of Men, highly ufeml to the Trade, and neceflary tq 
the Defence of theie Kingdoms, and a great Neglect of the 
Jionour of the Nation. 
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Towards the latter End of April, the Lord Dtkrwa* 
delivered a * Meffage from his Majefty^ informing theHoufe, 
That his Majefly hnd been pleafed to fettle 39,000 /. pet 
jinn, upon the younger Children of the Royal Family, in 
the following Proportions, viz. 15,000/. per Ann. to the 
Duke of Cumberland, and 6000/. upon each of the four 
Princefles, who were unmarried, which Settlement was to 
take Place at his Death ; hoping that their Lord (hips would 
order in a Bill, enabling hib Majeity to make that Provifion 
gcod out of the hereditary Revenues of the Crown. Upon 

which, 
* See Chandler'* Hid. Ann. 11 Geo. II. 1739. p. 8j. &c. 
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which, the Bill being ready, it was read a firft and fecond Am.ixGco.iU 
Time; and the next Day, upon its being read a third Time, a ^73* m 
a Debate enfoed. The Subftknce of which is as follows. *— ' "J -1 *^ 

Lord Dria<war. 

4 My Lords, I believe it would be quite ujmecefiary in Urf Jfefraur* 
me, to take up your Lordfhips Time, in deraonilrating the 
Fitncfs and Neceffity, that his Majefty fliould be empowered 
to make a fuitable Settlement upon the younger Children of 
his Family. Nature, my Lords, dictates to his royal Breaft, 
that they ought to be provided for ; and it is both oar ttaty 
and Inrereft that, in the word of Events, (which God forbid) 
all the Branches of the Royal Houfe mould be above Depen- 
dance. Every Nation in Europe is proud of feeing th« 
younger Children cf their Royal Family make a Figure in 
the World. The Provifion which his Majefty has been, 
pleafed to make, is but very moderate. Twenty -four 
Thoufand Pound per Ann. can never be thought too much 
to the four Princettes ; and 1 5,000 /. per Ann. is lefs than I 
believe any fecond Son of the Royal Family ever had before. 
The younger Brother of Charles the 2d, had 100,000 fettled 
upon him ; And the fmall Allowance to the Duke, merw 
tioned in this Bill, is a Proof of his Majefty's Moderation, 
and that he has the Good of bis Kingdom, and the Eafe of 
his Subje&s, always firft in his Thoughts. Therefore, my 
Lords, I humbly move tfeat this Bill be now read a third 
Time. 

Lord CarUreL 

• My Lords, the word Enemy I have in the World, I tord Contra* 
am perfuaded, will not queftion my Zeal for the Royal 
Family. But I have feveral Objections to this Bill. In the 
fail Place, my Lords, I wifh it had been brought in at a more 
proper Time than this, when the Appearance of a War with 
Spain calls upon us to be as faving of the Public Money as 
poflible. In the next Place, my Lords, as the Kings oi Great- 
Britain y are accountable to none but Heaven alone, I am 
afraid, that if his Majefty mould die, (which God forbid) 
the next Heir may look upon this Settlement as a Mortgage 
of his Revenue, which a Parliament has no Power to make, 
and might refufe to pay it. My Lords, I don't fpeak with- 
out Authority, I fpeak according to the Principles of our 
Conftimtion. Another Reafon, my Lords, why I am againft 
iii'u Bill, is the Manner in which it is now brought in, be- 
Piufe we can't pais it without difpenfing with a pofitiyc Afi 
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Am, 12Geo.IL of Parliament .ma<je in the Reign of William III. and which 
"W- Adl binds every future King tip from difpofing of the berc- 
' ditary Dominions of the Crown, longer than his own Life- 
time. ' Befides, my Lords, formerly, no Daughter of the 
Royal Family ever was provided for by Parliament, except 
the elded, and that never was by way of Annuity, but an 
exprefs Provifion of a determinate Sum of Money paid by 
way of Dowry. The Princefc of Orange, indeed, had an 
annual Settlement granted her by Parliament, but that, my 
Lords, was an extraordinary Cafe. The Home oonfidercd 
the prefent low Circumftances of that iiluftrtous Family, 
which, perhaps without fuch an Afiiftance, could not pro* 
vide a Maintainace fuitabfc to the Dignity of the fir ft Daugh- 
ter of Grtat Britain. 

* Fifteen Thoufand Pound, my Lords, is but a very mode- 
rate Provifion, I own, for his Highncfs the Duke. It is 
perhaps too little, and I have no Objection to our granting 
1% provided it is done by way of independent Proviuon, and 
that his Highneft (hall enter on it, either at the Time of 
the Commencement of this Bill, or when he comes of Age- • 

' But,, my Lords, my great Objection to the Bill is, that 
in the Event it will be found to put 39,000 Pounds in the 
Pockets of the Minifter. Confider, my Lords, that wbea 
the prefent vaft Civil Lift was granted, it was granted with 
a View,, that the Prince of waits was to have at leaft 
100,000 Pounds per Ann. out of it. The Houfe confidered 
Kkewife, that his Majefty had a large Family, that he had 
a Queen aKve, and they made it about 100,000 Pounds 
more on that account. Now, my Lords, it is well known, 
that the Prince of Wales does not enjoy above 50,000 
Pounds per Ann. out of the Civil Lift. Hert are 50.000 
poun<dsirr Ann. faved to the Government. By tjie Dea'h 
of the Queen, at leaft c 0,000 Pounds more are faved, which 
makes 1 00,000 Pounds a Year. Now, my Lords, if this 
100,000 Pounds were laid up for independant Provifions to 
the Daughters of the Royal Family, there would be foon no 
need for this Application ; or if the Public were eafed of fo 
much of its annual Burden, I ftiould not oppofe this Bill. 
But, my Lords, it's plain there is to be no faving to the 
Public, for the Civil Lift ft ill continues the fame, and it 
appears from this BilJ, that the Money thus faved is not 
intended for that Uie. 

* For thefe Reafons, my Lords, I think we ought, at 
leaft, not to be in fuch a Hurry in carrying through this 
Bill. Therefore, I am for putting off its being read a third 
Time at prefent, 

Duke 



Ann. ta Geo. IX. 
Duke of Nrwcafle. '73 9^ 

< My Lord*, I think k hard that his Majefiy (hould be Did* of ZfewV 
pot ia worfe Condition than any private Gentleman in Great **fik> 
Britain, who thinks it his Duty, if he has Children, to pro- 
vide for them. The noble Lord's Reafon, drawn from 
what was the former Pra&ice in Parliaments, has no Weight 
with me at all : For when Provifions for the younger 
Children of the Royal Family were made before the Reito- 
rtrion, the Royal Revenues were quite upon a different Foot- 
ing from what they are at prefent. Theft Kings then en- 
joyed a considerable Eftate in Land, out of which they could 
provide for all their younger Children without confulcing 
their Parliament. 

' Since the Reftoration, my Lords, I think thai b the 
firft Inftance of a King of Great Britain requiring any Pro- 
vifion to be made for the younger Children of their Family. 
Qbartes II. had none to provide for. Thofe of James were 
married before he came to the Throne. William III. had 
none. Queen Anne had but one Son, who died before her 
Acoemon. And the Daughter of King Georgi I. was mar- 
ried before he was King. Therefore, my Lords, we have 
no Precedent that ahfwers this Cafe. The noble Lord fay?, 
that if we pafs this Bill, we muft difpenfe with an Alt cf 
Parliament. My Lords, that is the very Reaibn why we 
(hould pafs it, becaufe tho' the Thing is absolutely proper 
ia ide'f, yet it cannot be done tmlefs we pafs this Bill. 

' As to his Lordfhips Objection to encreafing the Civil 
Lift, I think it has nothing to do wkh the prefent Queltion. 
If the Purpofes for which theCivil Lift is granted,are aafwered, 
we have no Right to aflc an Account in what Manner the 
Honey is applied, or thro* whofe Hands it paifes. If his 
Majcfty has a larger Civil Lift than his Predeceflbrs, he has 
KkewHe more to do with it, and there is not a Child in the 
Royal Family, who is not f upp ortcd as liberally as the Civil 
Lift can afford. 

« I had ataoft focgot another Objection rf the noble 
Lord's ; his Lordfbtp fcetned to doubt if this A& of Par- 
liament could bind a fucceedmg King. My Lords. I never 
heard foch a Doubt propofed before in thssHpnle. I hope 
never to hear feck another propofed, and of ail Mankind I 
am ferprmed; how the noble Lord, who onrftiQwndi one 
CeeAkatiea fo very well, mould ftart fuch a Difficulty. For 
my Rait, my Letxk, I never before heard inaneftioned, that an 
A6i of rtafamse iwcs not binding upon *very King, who 
mail foGceed to tKis Throne. Therefore, my Lords, I hope 
the Motion will be agreed to. Lord 
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1739- Lord Talfof, 



hud r*to*. « My Lords, I am forty, that I am obliged to give i 

Negative to a Motion that carries with it an Appearance of 
Zeal for the Royal Family. But, my Lords, the vaft In- 
creafe of the Civil Lift is a Circumftance which we ought 
moft to dread at prefent, and to guard againft hereafter. I 
cbnfefs, my Lords*, there may, on feveral OccafiOns, be vtiy 
good Reaibns for augmenting that Revenue > but do we ever 
mid, when thofe Reaibns ceafe, that the Augmentation ceafes? 
It has been obferved* my Lords) when a King comes to the 
Crown* the Minifters, to ingratiate themfelves in his Favour, 
endeavour to outvie each other in engaging for a large Civil 
Lift ; and he that bids highefb, as at an AucliOn, generally 
carries his Point. Now, my Lords, in fuch Cafe, this very 
Bill, mould it pafs, would be given as one Reafon to the Par- 
liament for granting 50 or 60,000 Pounds, becaufe it had 
been granted before ; which is juft fo much Money levied 
on the People for the Purpofes of the Minifter, without any 
Neceffity or Reafon then lubfifting, whatever there might be 
atfirft. 

Oh which Account, and becaufe I believe the Royal Fa- 
mily may be provided for otherwife, I do not chufe to give 
my Content haftily to the prefent Motion;' 

Lord Cbiflerfel*. 

taAO^&fieU. * My Lords, my Zeal for the Royal Family has; t hope* 
never been questioned : However, I can truly declare, it is a 
Zeal quite difinterefted ; it is both unexpecting and unde- 
nting. I hope therefore, my Lords, that what I (hall offer 
with regard to this Queftie-n, will not be thought to proceed 
from any Motive but the Intereft of my Country. 

* My Lords* Burthens unneceflarfly born difable the Na- 
tion to bear neceflary ones. I look upon this Bill as (addling 
the Public witfi a Burthen, which I allow it is not at prefent 
charg'd with, but which muft be hereafter entaiPd on the 
Nation. For if we confider the Nature of Mankind, the 
new Kins is always better than his Predeceffor ; and it will 
be unreasonable to deprive fo good a King as the next or the 
next after him, who is to fucceed, of any Part of what his 
Predeccfibrs enjoyed, tho* perhaps not one of the Reafons* 
for which it was granted, exift. But, my Lords, I am of 
the noble Lord's Opinion who fpoke firft againft the Motion, 
that this Bill might poflibly not be regarded by a fucceeding 
King, fince it is the fame Thing as mortgaging an Eftate 
. . Without 
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without Confent of the Heir of Entai', who, as foon as he Aail 12 Geo.lt. 
comes to Age, may difputc the Legality of the Mortgage 1 739- 

This is all that the noble Lord, I dare fay, meant in what *— ~*~ -* 
he threw oat on that Head. And if a future King, my Lords, 
thould take it in his Head to difpute the Authority of this. 
Bill, I mould be glad to know what Redrefs the other Parties 
could hope for, or where they couid apply for Relief. 

' But, my .Lords, let us confider that while we are thus 
providing for certain Branches of the Royal Family, who cer- 
tainly merit more than we can beftow,therc are Other Branches 
of it nearer to the Throne, who are not only unprovided for, 
but unf rayed for ; it would have been decent, at leaft, that 
fome Care fhould have been taken of them. 
. ' As for the Provifion to be made for the Duke of Cum- 
hriand % I have no Objection to it, but that it is too mean, 
and that he can't enjoy it as an independent Provifion, either 
upon the Commencement of the Bill, or when his Highneis 
comes of Age. His Highnefs, my Lords, will, in a very few 
Years, have a Right to fit and vote in this Houfe ; and is it 
fit that the Third Perfon in the Kingdom mould have only 
a precarious Dependence, that every Lord in this Houie 
would, I am fure, difdain ? His Majefty, were he in his 
Highne&'s Place, would difdain fuch a Dependance; and 
every Nation abroad muft be apt to have a very mean Opi- 
nion of the Wifdom of this Kingdom, if we ihould fufrer 
the Son of our King to be the only Perfon in this Houfe who 
muft depend on the Pleafure of a Minifter for his daily Sub- 
£flence. 

* As to the Increafe which the Civil Lift, in a future, per- 
haps in the prefent Reign, mny acquire by this Bill, I think, 
my Lords, it is a Confidcration of the higheft Importance to 
this Houfe 1 efpecially, if what is commonly faid, be true, 
(I tremble to fpeak it) that the prefent monllrous Civ;l Lilt 
is in Debt. My Lords, I don't pretend to the Gift of Pro- 
phecy, but I do forefee that the fatal Blow to the Conftitu- 
tion of this Kingdom will come fj;om. the Exorbitancy of the 
Civil Lift : I forefee, that if proper Meafures are not taken 
to prevent it, it will become pregnant with fecret Mifchief, 
till, like the Trojan Horfe, it wifl be fo unwieldy, that, in 
order to admit it, the Wall of this Conititution muft be one 
Day broken down.' 

Lord Chancellor. 

* My Lords, I did not imagine that there would have been Lord Chanccllvu 
the leaft Debate upon this Motion. It is fo very reaibnable 

that his Majefty Ihould have it in his Power to provide for 
1739. Bb ' hia 
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Ann. ii Gto. fl. his own Family, that if your Lordfhips would bring ms Ma j 
1739. j c fty' s Cafe home to yourfelyes, I dare {ay there will not be 
U tf" »" v *J the leaft Difference of Opinion. I think the Reafdnablenefs 
of granting a Proviiion to the Princcffes, has, in EfFeft, been 
admitted by the Lords who fpoke againft this Motion. The 
only Difficulty that remains, is with Regard to the Depen- 
dency of the Provifion of his Royal Highnefs the Duke, and 
to the Increafe which this may make ;o the Civil Lift. As 
to the firft Objeftioh, my Lords, I believe there are none of 
your Lordfhips, who are Parents yourfelves, who would not 
wifh to have your Children dependent of you ; the Indepen- 
dency of Children, my Lords, is a great Temptation for 
them to negleft their natural Duty to their Parents. I be- 
lieve his Highnefs the Duke has all the Sentiments of a du : 
tiful Son, and, for that Reafon, my Lords, he never will take 
•it amifs, that, during his Majefty's Life-time, he is depen- 
dent on him. Nor, my Lord, is it in a Minifter's Power to 
make their Subfiflence precarious, after it is fettled by Aft 
of Parliament. 

* As to the Increafe that this may bring to the Civil Lift, 
I cannot fee the leaft Reafon for iuch a Suggeition. Future 
Parliaments are always Judges how large or how fmall a Civil 
Lift ought to be ; and, if the Public Exigency mould require 
it, there is not the leaft Doubt, but that the Parliament 
would reduce the Civil Lift in Proportion as the Caafes for 
the granting it fhall ceafe.' 

Lord Hcr*vey. 

tord Heroy. * My Lords, fince I had the Honour to fit in this Houfe, t 

v never heard fuch Arguments advanced upon any Subjeft as 
have been advanced on this. The noble Lord who fpoke 
firft, faid, that he did not think that a King of Great Bri- 
* - tain was to be bound by an Aft of Parliament. This, my 

Lords, was a Maxim fitter for a ^urkijh Divan, than for a 
Britijh Parliament. I hope never to live, my Lords, to that 
Time, when an Aft of Parliament fhall not bind the King, 
as well as any private Man in his Kingdom ; and if the Par- 
liament mail confirm this Settlement by an Aft, his Royal 
Highnefs and the Princeffes have juft as good a Right to it, 
as any King has to his Crown. 

' The noble Lord faid, that we muft difpenfe with an Aft 
of Parliament in order to pafs this Bill. My Lords, that is 
no new Thing ; for that very Aft was difpenfed with in the 
firft Year of Queen Anne, when a Proviiion, on the fame 
Foot with the prefent, was made by the Parliament in favour 
•f Prince Getrge of Dtnmark. Another noble Lord fpoke 

of 
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of other Branches of the Royal Family not being either pro- Ann. i% Geo.n» 
vided or pray'd for. My Lords, that is too delicate Ground *739« 
to tread upon, and it is not quite decent to bring fuch a Cafe ^V^ 
into this Debate. 

But, my Lords, give me leave to obferve, that there is 
pne Thing that ought to have great Weight with your Lord- 
Clips on this Occaiion, and that is, the precarious Footing 
which the Sublicence any younger Child of the Royal Family 
muft be on, in cafe of a Regency. I hope, my Lords, his 
Majefty, and the Prince of fFals, will long fit upon the 
Throne } but, roy Lords, if thefe two Lives were at an End, 
which God forbid, our Laws are quite filent with regard to 
the Right of being Regent during a Minority. This, my 
Lords, is, perhaps, the greateft Blemifti in our Conftitution. 
And therefore, as it is impoflible to forelee Events, your 
Lord/hips will aft but prudently in putting the Subfiftence of. 
thofe, for whom we ought all to have fo great a Regard, above 
the Reach of any Perlon whatfoever.' 

Lord Bathurft then faid, ' That there was a Standing Rule Lwd Xthrfi 
}n the Houfc, that every Bill mould be committed ; and 
therefore moved, that the Bill fhould be committed. The 
Lord Ddawar anfwered, that it was very common for Bills 
to pafs without being at all committed ; and that if the Forms 
of the Houfe were to be difpenfed with, it ought to be, on 
that Occaflon.' 

The Queftion being put on the Commitment, it was car- Divifion on tkp 
ried in the Negative. Yeas 78. Noes 27- Queftion. 

May 1 o. The Duke of Newcajt/e laid before the Houfe Treaty of Sub. 
the Subfidy-Treaty betwixt his Majefty and the King offidy with Den* 
Denmark j by which the former was to pay to the latter mark ^ d before 
70,000 / per Annum* and the latter was to furnifh to his *** Houfc * 
Britannic Majefty' a Body of Troops of 6000 Men, to be 
ready at his Majefty *s Call, who was to pay 50 Crowns, by 
way of Levy-Money, for each Foot-Soldier, and 80 for every 
Ilorfeman. At the* fame time his Grace delivered a Meflage, 
fignirying, that his Majefty hop'd the Houfe would enable 
him to make good his faid Engagements with the King of 
Denmark, and alfo enable him to raife what Money and 
Troops the Exigency of Affairs, during the approaching Re- 
cefs, might require. 

After wjuch his Grace expreffed himfclf to the following Jfcbatc therm* 
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Ann. laGeo. II. € My Lords, as his Majefty's mod gracious Meflkge to this 

'739- y Houfe confifls of two Parts, one of which relates to the 

^-**- v — *J 7 reat y lately concluded with the King of Denmark, which 

^*nk ° f NeW ' ^ c ^ ^ )cen 8 0CK * as t0 orc * cr t0 ky before us ? and the other 
'*" to the Augmentation of his Forces, and the other Meafures 

that may, in this critical Juncture, become neceffary; I 
{hall beg Leave to confider them diftinctly, and in order, 
as they itand in the MefTagc. As to the Treaty with Den- 
mar^ I believe, the Expediency, and even the Neceffity of 
concluding fuch a Treaty, upon the prefent Occafion, will 
be acknowledged by every Lord that confiders the remark- 
able Turn of Affairs, which has lately happened in Sweden, 
and the precarious State the Tranquility of this* Nation now 
Hands in. It is a Misfortune attending a free Government 
in every Country, to have their People divided into Factions 
or Parties; and this Misfortune Sweden of courfe relapfed 
into, as foon as they had recovered and eflablifhed their Li- 
berties, upon the Demife of their late Sovereign. That 
Kingdom is now divided into two Parties, one of which 
is for preferving the Peace with all its Neighbours, particu- 
larly Mit/covy, and ftridlly obferving thofe Treaties that have 
been concluded fince the Acceffiori of their prefent King ; 
whereas the other, which is the moil turbulent, and of 
courfe the moll popular, is for taking the firft Opportunity 
for endeavouring to recover thofe Provinces which were dil- 
membered from that Kingdom, by the Misfortunes of the 
late Reign, notwithstanding their having been yielded to the 
Potentates now in Pofleffion of them, in the mod fbiemn 
Manner, and by the moil expreis and explicit Treaties of 
Peace. 

* Of thefe two Parties, my Lords, the iirll has always been 
for cultivating a good Correfpondence with this Nation; 
becaufe they may depend upon being fupported by us, in 
cafe their Country (hould be unjullly attacked by any am- 
bitious Neighbour ; They have nothing but jufl and peacea- 
ble Views ; and in thtfe,'they {land in no need of any Al- 
liance but that of this Kingdom. But the Views of the o- 
ther Party, my Lords, are very different : Their Views are 
unjuft, and in the Frofecution of fuch, they can expeft no 
Encouragement or / flilknce from this Nation. They can 
expect AiF.rterce from no Power in Europe but France ; and 
this makes' them' ready to* feebnd the Views of that King- 
dom, and to enter into any Alliance that may be propO r ed to 
them by the Court of France. This Party, by their In- 
x triegues among the Members of the lall Diet, and by the 
Hopes they gave the People of recovering their Jolt Pro 1 
vinces, which ho a ever improbable, will always be popular, 
' -• " " * ' tiave. 



( *97 ) 

have got themfelves eftablifhed in the Adminiftratjon of pub- Aim. 12 Geo. It, 
lie Affairs ; and, as foon as they had effe&ed this, they x 739* 
immediately concluded an Alliance with France, and began * 
to make Preparations both by Sea and i-and, as if they had 
fome grand Project in View. 

1 What the Defign of thefe Preparations may be, or what 
Defign the French may have in giving fo large a Subfidy to 
Sweden, and in offering fo confiderable a Subfidy to Den- 
mark, are Secrets which the World is nqt as yet let into ; 
but, conudering the precarious Footing upon which the 
Peace between Spain and us Hands at prefent, and confider- 
ing the Uncertainty of the Meafures France may take, in 
caie of a War between this Nation and Spain, it would have 
been very imprudent in us, to have allowed France to engage 
both the northern Crowns in an Alliance, in which there 
would probably have beerf fome fecret Articles, which might 
have been of great Prejudice to this Nation, I have already 
ihewn, why it was impoflible for us to prevent the now go- 
verning Party in Sweden, from entering into the Alliance 
proposed to them by France ; therefore, the only Thing we 
could do, was to prevent the Acceffion of Denmark to that 
Alliance ; and there was no other Method for doing this, 
but by concluding, with Denmark, fuch a Treaty as his 
Majefty has now ordered to be laid before you. For this 
Reafon, I am convinced, there is no Lord in this Houfe, 
that will not readily approve of this Treaty, and moil chear- 
fully concur in enabling his Majefty to make good the En- 
gagements he has thereby entered into. 

* My Lords, the Advantages that rauft accrue to this 
Nation from the Treaty now before us, appear upon the 
Face of the Treaty itfelf ; but, when I tell your Lordfhips, 
that no Alliance was ever more earneftly follicited, than the 
Alliance of Denmark was by France, upon this Occafion, 
thefe Advantages will appear to be more confiderable, and 
the Neceflity we were under of concluding this Treaty will 
become manifeft. The Subfidy we are to pay to the Crown 
of Denmark, is, 'tis true, a little extraordinary ; but when 
we cbnfider, that a much larger Subfidy was offered by 
France, we mull conclude, that nothing more evidently 
points out to us the Wifdom of the King of Denmark, and 
fcis good Inclinations towards this Nation, than his rejecting, 
upon this Occafion, the Offers of France, and accepting 
from ns a much fmaller Subfidy than was offered to him by 
that Kingdom. I (hall grant, it was more for the Intereft 
of Denmark to join in an Alliance with this Kingdom, than 
to join in an Alliance with France ; but when the Intereft 
of a Court happens to be oppofite to that of the Country, 

' X 
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£na.4Mfe>* 9* it requires fame Addrefi in thofe tkat apply to them, it re- 
17 jg. quires Wifdom in the Court applied to, for prevailing upon 
^ diem 10 prefer the latter. This was the Cafe in our late 
Kegotiatktns with Denmark: It was the Intereft of that 
Court to accept of the larger Subfidy offered by France ; 
it was the Intereft of the Country to accept of the letter 
,£ujbfidy offered by Great Britain. This, we may fuppofe, 
was fet in its true Light, by tbofc who were emplpyeu by 
jhis iVkjelly in that Negotiation ; and his Danijh Majeily's 
jiatural good Ser.fe prevailed with him, as it ought, and, I 
Lope, always will, to prefer a future Intereft to a prcfent 
Advantage, and to facriike his own immediate Intereft to 
the Hjppincis of his Coiuiury, and the Security of his Po- 
sterity. 

' 1 hope your Lordfhips will excufe my having (aid fo 
f&uch upon the £rii Part of the Meffage now under your 
.Confidexation, which is, indeed, of fuel a Nature, that I 
Cannot fuggeft to myfelf any Objection that can be made 
againft our complying with it ; and as to the other Part of 
fhe Mefiage. it appears, in my Way of Thinking, as rea- 
sonable as ,tjie former. I have often heard thofe plaufible 
Argunienl^ that are commonly made ufe of aeainii Votes 
pf Credit and Confidence. Perhaps they may oe repeated 
np^n this Occauon ; and, I (hall allow, that fuch Votes 
ought net to "be paffed, but in Cafes of an extraordinary 
Nature. I Hull grant, it would be dangerous to intrude the 
Cuftom of concluding every SciLon of Parliament with a 
Vote of Credit and Confidence, to the King then upon the 
Throne ; but this is what was never contended for ; and 
whatever may be done upon any extraordinary Emergency, 
can be no Precedent for doing the like, when no fuch Emer- 
gency exifis. Upon fuch Occasions, therefore, we are to 
confider the Situation of our Affairs at that Inftant of Time 5 
in order, from thence, to determine, whether fuch a Vote 

^i then neceflary or no. If we do this, I believe, every 
ord that hears me mull agree, that a Vote of Credit and 
Confidence was never more i;ecefiary than it is at this pre- 
fect Conjuncture. We have, 'tis true, a Convention with 
Spain ; but that Convention is only a Sort of Preliminary : 
The principal Articles in Difpute between Spain and us, re- 
main ytt to be adjufled ; and even thofe Articles, which by 
this Convention were finally fettled, remain Hill uncomplitd 
with. Tjie heft Way of fecuring a Compliance, is to be in 
a Condition to compel it ; and the only Method by which, 
we can exped to have the other Articles adjufled to our own 
Liking, is to fhew that we are ready to vindicate our Rights 
by i'oice of Arms, in cafe the Spaniards ihould continue ob- 

JUnate 
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ffimrfe in refunng to acknowledge them by peaceable Ann'. fi<3*o\f^ 
Means. -* 739« , 

' The Seffion, my Lords, k now drawing towards a Con- ^* I" 1 "' 
dofxon. The Parliament will probably be prorogued ; the 
Seafon of the' Year is now fo far advanced, that it will even 
become neceflary for his Majefty to prorogue it, before he 
can know what may be the Refult of the prefent Councils of 
Spain ; and, if we fftouH feparate, without enabling his 
Majefty to put the Nation into a warlike Pofture, as foon 
as the Exigency of our Affirirs may require, it will encourage 
the Court of Spain, not only to refufe giving us Satisfaction 
with regard to thofe Difputes that remain as yet to be ad- 
jrited, but alfo to refufe performing thofe Stipulations Which 
they have exprefly promhed by that Convention, which has 
been ratified by both Crowns. Thus, by ncgle&ing to fur- > 
nith his Majefty wkh thofe Powers that are neceftary for ena- 
bling him to engage in a War, we fhall render a War un- 
avoidable : By a groundfefs Apprehenfion of running our- 
fehres into a Danger of a demeftic Nature, we fhall run our- 
felves into a real foreign Danger ; and by refufing to em- 
power his Majefty to put the Nation to a fmall E^pence, 
which, by his being empowered to do fo, may become un- 
neceftary, and which we are fore his Majefty wilr not put us 
to unlefr it be neceflary, we may fubjett the Nation to an 
immenfe Charge, which in its prefent Circumitances, I am 
fbrry to fay, it is not well able to bear. 

• From thefe Confederations, my Lords, I muft be of 
Opinion, that there is as much Reafon for our complying 
with the fcccmd Part of this Menage, as with the hrft ; and 
as I can apprehend no Danger from our complying with 
both, I (hail take the Liberty to move your Lordfhips to 
refolve. That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Ma- 
jeihr, to thank him for laying before this Houfe,' the Trcatjr 
lately* concluded with the King of Denmark i and to aflure 
his Majefty, that this rfonfe will not only concur in enabling 
him to make good the Engagements he has entered injto by 
that Treaty ; but 'aho m enabling and fupporting him to 
make fuch further Augmentation of his Forces, either by Sea 
or Land, as may become abfolutely neceftary ; and in con- 
certing fuch Meafures, as the Exigency ot Affairs may re- 
quire.* 

Lord Carteret. 

My Lords, the noble Duke has very properly divided his Lord Cafttret % 
Majefly's MefTage into two Parts. It confifts, indeed, of two 
Farts, and they are of fo different a Nature, and fo diftindt 

from 
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£mo*i» Geo. II. from one another, that I am furprized at his Majefty's havj 
,'73 9« ing been adviied to join them together in one and the fame 
- ** k Meffage. They are fo diflinft, that it is impoffible to fpeak 

to them both together ; ahd therefore I muft confider them 
feparately, as the noble Duke has done before me. 

With regard to the firft Part, my Lords, which relates to 
the Treaty lately concluded with Denmark, if the Meffage 
had been confined to that Treaty alone, I am perfuaded no 
Objection would have been made, by any Lord in thi3 
Houfe, to our complying witji what his Majefty defires ; and, 
as I have often taken the Liberty to find fault with our late 
Meafures, I am glad to have this Opportunity of giving my 
Approbation to fomething that has been done by 'thofe now 
at the Head of our Adminiftration. In our prefent Circum- 
flances, my Lords, and confidering the prefent unlucky Pof- 
ture of Affairs in Europe, to which we have, by our late 
Meafures, not a little contributed, the concluding of this 
Treaty was abfblutely neceflary for us, in order to prevent 
Denmark's entering into any Engagements that might be of 
dangerous Confequence to the Intereft of this Nation in par- 
ticular, and the Tranquillity of Europe in general. There- 
fore, however expenfive this Treaty may be to as, yet, in 
the main, I muft think it was a wife, a right, and a necef- 
fary Meafure. But, at the fame time, I cannot help ob- 
ferving, what can efcape the Obfervation of no Man, who 
compares this Treaty with thofe that have been concluded up- 
on former Occafions between the two Crowns, That a 
Nation, like a private Man, the lower it finks in its Credit, 
the dearer it mufl pay for every Favour it is obligee! to fue 
for. 

This Obfervation occurs the more readily tP me, my Lords, 
becaufe I was once concerned in negotiating a Treaty of the 
fame Kind with the Crown of Denmark. When I had the 
Honour to be employed by his late Majefty in his Nego- 
tiations with the Northern Crowns, a Treaty was concluded 
between him and the King of Denmark, of the fame Na- 
ture with this now before us : But by that Treaty, we paid 
but 70 Crowns for each Horfe-man his Danijh Majefty was 
to keep in Readinefs for our Service ; whereas, by this Trea- 
ty, we are to pay 80 Crowns for every fuch Horfe-man ; 
which Difference, though it may appear inconfiderablc when 
confidered with refpedl to each fingle Man, yet upon 1000 
Horfe men, the Number ftipulated by this Treaty, it amounts 
to a very large Sum ; and it is the more confiderable, be- 
caufe, by the Treaty, we are obliged to pay immediately 
one Moiety of this 80 Crowns for each Horfe-man, and 30 

Crown* 
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Grows fore** Foot Soldier, whether we ha*e Qccafion for Ami. uGet. SE. 
tbeieTfoops or no In this Light, the Difference of 10 t ^73^ 
Crowns upon each H&rfiMnan, will appear to be of fane 
&ofeqoei»c*v especially, if we consider the pretest unfortu- 
nate Ciflcanafhnces o£ this Nation, and the great Charge we 
muft be a*, if * War fheuld enfue between us and Spam, 
which- I have, indeed, long thoaghc inevitable, and I have 
. now more Btfaibn to think fb than ever I had before. 

Betides this Difadvantage, my Lords* there are feveral 
others, which every Lord may fee, by comparing the two 
Tieaoes ;, hot what is Ml worfe, this Treaty can be of not 
Advantage to us, except that of preventing Denmark's en- 
giging againft us, unlefs we can engage in our Intereft feveral 
ocner Powers upon the Continent, betide* Denmark. We 
can, by this Treaty, make no ufe of the Danijh Troops, ia 
any Expedition we may think fit to undertake againft Spain - % 
becauie k is. expreisiy provided, by the fixth Article of this* 
Treaty* That this- Corps of Danijb Troops fltall not b* 
made uie of either in ltafy 9 or upon the Fleer, nor is it ta 
be tmnfportedi in Whole or in Part, beyond Sea, after it i» 
come- out of the Territories^ Denmark, except for the De- 
fence of the Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, Nay, 
if France would join with Spain againft us, we could mate, 
no ofo-of this Body of Danijb Troops, either againft Spasm. 
or Frnnec, unlefs we mould have Occanon to form an Army 
in Gerfnam or Wander* againft Trance ; and this we neither 
can, nor mall have the lead Occafiort for, unlets we can form. 
a. Confederacy amongft the Princes and States, who have Do- 
minions in that Part of the: World ; which we have, asy*v 
I believe,, no great: Hopes of being able to accompliih 

This Treaty, with Denmark* my Lords, .is but a prepara- 
tory Step towards accompUming fo great and necefTary a De^ 
fign. Several, other Steps mult be made, and particularly*, 
there is another. Power upon the Continent, whom I may 
like wife call a Northern. Power, whole Alliance we ought ta 
feck, upon the prefent Occaiion, as much. as that of Den.' 
mark. When- X- fay fo;. I believe, every Lord that hears 
me will fuppofe; I mean the King of P raffia. He is a* 
powerful Prime*: He is a Proteftant Prince, my Lords ; and 
one of the chief Supports of the Proteftant Cattle in G*r~ 
many. It is hardly poffible, that ever any natural Difference 
ca;i ariie between this Nation and that Crown ; therefore we 
ought always to cultivate a good. Correspondence with him : 
We ought even to promote his Intereft, and fupport his Pre* 
tensions, as far- as may. be canfiftent with our own Safety. 
While we do this* we may depend upon a grateful Return ;. 
became it will always be his Intereft to be graceful, which*. 
1739. Cc amongH 
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Ami.TiCeo.IT. amoftgft Princes, is the only Gratitude that Can, with 
l 7 &* Aflurance be depended on. By our Religion, we are em* 
barked upon the fame Bottom with the King of Prujfia \ 
and as there can be no Jarring of Interefts between the two 
Crowns, we ought to fupport one another in all juit Preten- 
tions, we ought to affiil one another againit every unjult At- 
tack. Therefore, I wiih the fecond Part of this Meflage 
had been to acquaint us of a new Alliance concluded with the 
King of Pruffia^ and to defire, that his Majefty might be 
enabled to perform the Engagements thereby entered into ; 
which, I am fure, would have been a fecond Part more a- 
greeable to the firft, than that which now (lands fecond in this 
Meflage. 

• * The Danger of Sweden* difturbing the Tranquility of 
the North, by attacking Mu/coty, was not our only Mo- 
tive for concluding this Treaty with Denmark. If it had, . 
I- am fure, it would have been ridiculous in us to put our 
felves to fuch an Expence. We might have trufted to Muf- 
covy for defending itfelf $ and Denmark was not only by 
Treaty, but in Jntereft, obliged to affilt Mufiwy, in cafe it 
had been attack'd by Sweden ; therefore, it would have been 
ridiculous in us to engage Denmark by a large Subfidy, to do 
what was neceffary for their own Safety. But thi?, my Lords, 
was far from being our only Motive : It was our own Safety 
that made it neceffary for us to conclude this Treaty : It was 
tD prevent the Fleets of Denmark and Sweden from being 
joined with that of France. Such a Conjunction we had, 
we have (till great Reafon to guard againit on our own Ac- 
count, and without Regard to the Tranquility of the North ; 
becaufe, in cafe of a War between us a^d Spain, we do not 
know what Part France may Utx s. t/c War : We are pretty 
certain, ' believe, it will take no Part with us ; and, if the 
French mould join with the Spaniards agamft us, it would be 
of the molt dangerous Conlequence, to have the Navy of 
France increafed and fupported by the Ships and Seamen of 
Denmark as well as Sweden. . 

This, my Lords, is what makes me in general approve of 
the Treaty now laid before us. If our Credit had been 
better, we might probably have obtained it upon more rea- 
fonable Terms, and at a lefs Expence ; for though France of- 
fered perhaps a larger Subfidy. yet the Terms were far from 
being fo advantageous for the King or Country of Denmark ; 
it was not poffible they fhould be fo ; becaufe, in Confidera- 
tion of the Subfidy offered by the Court of France, that 
Court would certainly have infifted upon a Number of Seamen 
and Ships of War from Denmark, as foon as they might 
have Occafion for them. They Hood in bo Need of any of 

the 
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the Land-Forces of Denmark-, they flood in greatNeedoftheirAnn.il Geo. Hi 

Seamen and Ships of War ; therefore, they would certainly have 1 7 3 9» 
flipulated for a Number of the latter, as a Return for the Sub- 
fidy they were to pay. This, the King of Denmark could 
not fumifh, or keep in readinefi, without putting himfelf to 
a Ttry extraordinary and a new Expence. Whereas, we de- 
fired only a Number of Land-Forces, which the King. o£ 
Denmark can funiiih, without patting himfelf to any new 
Expence, bccaufe he keeps in conftant Pay fo. great a Numr 
ber of Regular Troops, that he can furnim us with the 6ooo 
ftipulated by this Treaty, without adding one Man to the. 
Number he has now in his Pay. 

With Regard therefore to the Court of Denmark, it 
was their Intereft to accept of the lefler Subfidy from us^ 
rather than the larger Subfidy from France ; and, with re- 
gard to the Country, I am fure it was more for the Intereft , 
of the People of Denmark to fend away 6ooo of their Regu- 
lar Troops, than to fend away 6ooo of their Seamen. The 
latter they could not fpare without diftrefling their Trade ;, 
but, as to their Regular Troops, it is for the Intereft of the 
People of Denmark, it is the Intereft of every Country 
where fuch Troops are kept up, to have them quartered any 
where, rather than at Home. To this, I muft add, my 
Lords, that the Terms offered, and the Engagements deii- 
fired by France, could not be but inconfiftent with thofe 
Treaties which are now fubfifting between Mufctrvy and Den* 
mark ; and, I believe, every Man in Denmark faw, that no 
Subfidy that was, or could be offered by France, would be 
equal to the Prejudice the Crown and Country of Denmark. 
might fuftain, by the Forfeiture of its Alliance with the Ruf-. 
fan Empire. 

But, my Lords, the Forfeiture of the Friend/hip and Con- 
fidence of the Court of RuJJia, was not the only Prejudice, 
the Crown and Kingdom of Denmark would have fuffered, 
by engaging in an Alliance with France upon this Occafioa. 
Such an Alliance would have been a Breach of that ancient 
Friendfhip, which has fo long fubfiftcd between Denmark 
and this K'ngdom; and this might have been in many Re- 
foefts of fatal Confequence to Denmark. Their chief Nur- 
fery for Seamen depends upon, their Trade with this King- 
dom : It depends upon their being allowed to import into 
this Kingdom, their Timber and all Sorts o£ Naval Stores, 
in their own Shipping, which is an Advantage we may take 
from them, whenever we have a Mind ; and, if we fhould 
take this Advantage from them, their Alliance would toon . 
come to be defpifed by France ; becaufe it could be of little 
or no Service to that Kingdom. Nay, without a considerable 
■ 1739/ Cc 2 Nufiv- 
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Asuwtt Cfeo.11 Nmnber oFSeamen, and a large Squadron of Men of War, 
*73f- they would not be able to keep a Communication, and a 
•~ m *' m ' mutual Dependence between due feverai tarts of their own 
Dominions : Their King would then be obliged to depend 
open France, for die Prefervation of his Crown ; ana the 
certain Coirfequence of this would be, an abfolute Subjection 
to the King of France ; which is a Danger they have no Rea- 
fon to apprenend from the King of Great Britain j becaufe, 
bv the Nature of our Government, our King muft confult 
me Happinefs of his People, more than his own Ambition ; 
and it is inconfiftent with our Happmefs to attempt to nuke 
Conquefts upon any Part of the Continent of Europe. 

Tims it muft appear, my Lords; that tho* this Treaty 
with die Danes, be a Meafure which hi our prefent Circum- 
ftances I highly approve, yet, in our having brought about 
fiich a Treaty, we have no great Caufc to boaft of our 
Wifdom in Politics, or oor Skill in Negotiation : It was 
what common Senfe dictated to us, and the Circumftances 
of the two Nations rendered extremely convenient, if not 
absolutely necefTary for them. I with we had allowed our- 
felves to be as much governed by common Senfe in all our 
former Treaties and Negotiations : If we had never deviated 
from the Dictates of common Senfe, in order, I believe, to 
amaze the World with the Profoundness of our Politics, 
neither the Circumftances of this Nation, nor the Circum- 
ftances of Europe, would have been in the untoward Pofture 
in which they are at prefent. 

But now, my Lords, with regard to the fecond Part of 
this Meflage ; I am, indeed, not a litde furprized, how it 
came to be tacked to the firft. As all Meflages are, in this 
Houfe, fuppofed to be Meflages from the Minifter, I may 
fay, without giving any juft Offence, that the two Parts of 
this MefTage ieem to have been defignedly tacked together, 
in order to make the firft Part ferve as an alluring Vehicle, 
for enticing us to fwallow down the bitter Pill contained in 
the fecond. A general and unlimited Vote of 'Credit and 
Confidence, is a Thing of a mod dangerous Nature. Such 
a Demand, our Anceftors would have been amazed at, and 
would certainly have rejected with Scorn. The Practice ia 
but of a modern Date in this Kingdom. It was never 
heard of before the Revolution ; and never became frequent, 
tHl this Nation was blefled with our prefent wife Adminiftra- 
rion. Since that happy Period began, I (hall grant* that 
foch Meflages have been frequent, and always punctually 
complied with, notwith landing our having been in a conti- 
nual Courfe of Peace, tho' I cannot fay, Tranquillity* du- 
ring the whole Time. What the Reafons were for malting 

foch 
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futft Demands, or what the Reafons were fer compfymg fo Ato.12 Ceo. ft 
punctually with them, I ihall not now enquire ; but, I muft f ^739.* 
think, that (ach Demands, and fuch Compliances,, are rather 
an Omen of our bad Conduct in Time to come,, than a 
Demonftration of our good Conduct in Time pail. 

Whatever we mat think, my Lords, here at home, t 
have good Reafon to relieve, that the Frequency offuch De- 
mands, and the ready Compliance they have all met with* 
renders our Qmftitution the Common Jeft of every Man 
abroad. Our Pretences to Liberty will, I fear, in a fliort 
Time, become as modi the Ridicule of Foreigners, as our 
late Conduct has already rendered oor Pretences to the Hold- 
ing of the Balance of Power in Europe. I was confirmed in 
this Opinion by a Qweftion lately put to me by a Trench 
Nobleman : He was a Man of good Senfe, and yet, he one 
Day ferioufly aifced me, what Difference there was between 
die Parliament of England f and the Parliaments they have ir> 
frfiwee. I readily anfwered, and I hope I had fome Ground 
for laying* That in Frm*ce, the King makes their Laws or 
Edicts, and their -Parliaments mull comply with whatever the 
King iefires ; but m England, out Laws are made by King and 
Parliament, and our Parliaments may rerafe to comply with what * 
the Kingdcfires. To which, he as readily replied, In your late 
Hiftory, we read of feveral extraordinary MefTages or De- 
mands fent by your King to his Parliament, no one of which 
was ever refuted ; and pray, where is the Difference between 
an Edict made by the Kins, and an Edift made by King 
and Parliament, if the Parliament never refufes what the 
Jting is pleafed to demand ; for, our Parliaments claim the 
Privilege of refuting as well as vours ; and, if a Trial were 
to be made, fuch a Refufal might, perhaps, be found as in- 
fignhicant in Englatm \ as it now appears to be in France. 

* This, I am apt to believe, my Lords, is the Way of 
Thinking in Other Countries, as well as France ; and, if a 
general Vote of Credit and Confidence Ihould once become 
a fort of cuftomary Compliment from the Parliament to the 
Crown, at the End of every Seifion, or as often as our Mi* 
nifters may think fit to defire it, this may become the Way 
of Thinlang at home as well as abroad. If this ihould ever 
come to be the Cafe, our Parliaments will of courfe become 
defjpicable in the Eyes of moil of out own People ; and* 
when the Form of an A& of Parliament begins to be con* 
teamed, a Proclamation may eafily and fafety be fubftituted 
in its ftead. It would, indeed,, be happy for the Nation* 
it were fo ; for when a Parliament ceafes to be a Check Upon 
Miniflrrs, it becomes an ufelefs and unnecessary Burden upon 
the People. The Reprcfentatives of, the People in Parlia- 
ment, 
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Ami. xx Gto.ft. raent, mull always be paid, fome way or other, by the Pro- 
^739* pie : If their Wages are not paid openly and fairly by their 
refpe&ive Conitituents, as they were formerly, a Majority 
of them may, in future Times, be always ready to accept 
of Wages from the Adminiftration t which muft, at M, 
come out of the Pockets of the People, and will fall with a 
much greater Weight upon them, at the fame Time that 
it renders their Reprefentatives of no Ufe to them. There 
is no Way of preventing thi?, but by putting it out of the 
Power of Miniflers to pay Wages, either to the Electors or 
Elecled ; and this can be no way done, but by ftficlly con- 
fining public Grants to public Services, according to the 
Eftimates previously delivered in to Parliament. 

* But fuppofe, my Lord.% our Conftitution could be no 
way endangered by a Compliance with this extraordinary 
Demand, 1 do not think it is in our Power to comply 
with every Article of it. To enable his Majefty to augment 
his Forces by Land, is what, I think, we cannot do, by a 
Vote of this Houfe. We have already, by the Mutiny- 
Bill, limited the Number of Land Forces, for the Service 
of this enfuing Year, to 17,704 Men. By that Bill, which 
is already pafled into a Law, we fay that the whole Num- 
ber of Men for Guards and Garrifons in Great Britain, to 
be kept up for the enfuing Year, fhall be 1 7,704 Men ; and 
fhall we pretend, by a Vote of this Houfe, to enable his 
Majefty to keep up a greater Number ? Would net this be re- 
repealing an Ad of Parliament by a Vote of this Houfe f 
Will any Lord pretend to fay we have fuch a Power ? By the 
Mutiny Bill, my Lords, a certain limited Number of Men 
are diverted of tne Privileges they enjoy as Britijfr Subjects, 
and made liable to martial Law : Can we add to this Num- 
ber by a Vote ? Can we, by fuch a Method, diveft any one 
fingle Man in the Kingdom of any Privilege he enjoys as a 
Subject of Great Britain? Such a Pretence, my Lords, 
inay be of the mod dangerous Confequence : If We once 
begin to aflume fuch a Power, I (hall expeel, in a little 
Time, to hear it infilled on, that the Habeas Corpus Aft, or 
Magna Chert a itfelf, may be fufpended by a Vote of this 
Houfe ; and as fuch a Vote may be obtained by Surprize, 
and the Parliament immediately diffolved or prorogued, we 
may judge what a precarious State the Liberties of this 
Nation would be in, mould the leaft Pretence be given for 
introducing fuch a Maxim. 

' Therefore, my Lords, however fond we may * be of 

complying with the firft Part of this Meflage, I think it is 

evident, that we neither can nor ought to comply with the 

fecond. Let us but confider the Circumftances we are in with 

♦ regard 
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itgard to Spain, and we muft think it a little odd, that fuch Ann. iiGeo.lt; 
a Mtflage fhould have been fent to us at fuch a Time. In x 739- 

kfs than a Fortnight we fhall be able to determine pofitively, ^• , """ , y ■ ** 
whether we are to have Peace or War. If we are to have 
Peace, there was no Occafion for fending fuch a Meflage, 
there can be no Neceffity foj our complying with it : nnleis 
we have a Mind to make a Breach in our Constitution, out 
of mere Compliment to the Minifter : And if we are to have 
War, we ought to provide for the Profecution of that War, 
in a regular and Parliamentary Method. The 24th of this 
Month, is the laft Day Spain has for paying the 95,000 /. 
fcpolated by the late Convention. If they fail of Performance, 
we muft go to War : it would be difhonourable to the laft 
Degree, to fuc for a Performance of that Article, by any 
other Means than the Mouth of our Cannon. But, if they pay 
that Sum of Money, on or before that Day, tho' it be but 
a (mall Recompence for the Damages we have Curtained, yet 
I (hall think it a certain Omen of Peace, becaufe I (hall look 
upon it as a Teftimony of their having a real Inclination to 
do us Juftice. For this Reafori, I think, the only proper 
Method we can take upon this Occafion, is to refume the 
Houfe *, and adjourn the Confideration of his Majefty's molt 
gracious Menage, to the 29th of this Month ; for, if it 
Ihould then appear, that we muft go to War, I am fure, no 
Lord in this Houfe can be more zealous than I (hall be, for 
enabling his Majefty to profecute the War, in the moft vigo- 
rous and effectual Manner. 

The Lord Chancellor. 

* As mod of the Arguments that have been urged againft The Loid Cha*j 
our complying with this Meflage, have been chiefly directed ccUor » 
againft that port of it, by which his Majefty hopes to be ena- 
bled and fupported by his Parliament, in making fuch fur- 
ther Augmentation of his Forces, either by Sea or Land, as 
may become abfolutely neceflary, and in concerting fuch 
Meafures, as the Exigency of Affairs may require 5 1 (hall 
confine what I have to lav upon t>»e Subjo&, to that Part of 
the Veflage; for I cannot think the nob.'.' Ford who pro- 
posed refuining the Houfe, wus lerious when lie made that 
Proportion. I cannot think, lie really intended we mould 
defer a Moment giving his Vaierty the utmoft Satisfaction, as 
to that Part of the Menage whicn relates to the Treaty with 
Denmark. The noble Lord himielf gave one of the beft 
Reaibns that can be thought of, for an immediate Com- 
pliance with that Part of the Meflage. He told us, that in 

CO/ 
* The Houfe was tbga received into a Committee^ 
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A#k » Qeo.IJ. our prefeat Circiunftances, it was neceflary for lis to brag 
«739» a Several other (owens, befides that of Denmark, into an Al- 
liance with us. Whether this be fo or not, \ (hall not pre- 
tend to deternwne; but if it is, I am fure, v we ought oot to 
dplay,. one Moment* our coining to a Resolution to approve 
of this Treaty with Denmark* and to 4eclare that we will 
enable his Majeity to. make good the Engagements he has 
thereby, entered intp, What a Damp would it throw upon 
hjs Jtfajpfty's N*g$cia*ipns, for concluding Treaties of Al* 
lianoe with, the other Powers of % Eurv fa if they mould hear, 
that the Parliament had delayed approving of the very firit 
Treaty of that kind, which hit Majefty has thought fit to 
iqalte upon tlje prefent Qccafipn. This would of courfe pat 
a, Stop to all his Mftjsfly's Negotiations at foreign: Courts, 
and at fome of them, it might be the Occaiion of an abfo- 
lute Di&ppointment ; becaufe it might, it probably would, 
make fome of them immediately refolvc to accept of the 
Terms offered by our Enemies, who are now endeavouring, 
to. out-bid us at every Court in Europe, « 

* Therefore* my Lords, I hope wp mail immediately a- 
gree to what the noble Duke has been pleafed to propofe, 
with regard to the hrA part of this Meflage, whatever we may 
4p as to that which regards the fecond. But, even as to the 
fecond» I cannot think there is the loaft weight in any of the 
Objections that have been made againft our complying with 
it. Oar Conftitution can be no way endangered by the Par- 
liament's giving the Crown their Authority, to do what it 
may do without any fuch Authority. By the very Nature of 
our Confutation, the Crown has, during, the Recefs of Par- 
liament, a fort of dictatorial 1 Power to take care ne quid Dt- 
triptenii Re/pahlUa capiat* and, inAttafequcnceofthU Power, 
his Majefty may augment his. Forces, both by Sea and Land, 
if it fhoujd become abfolutely, neceJTary, and he may concert 
fuch Meafuresas any fudden Exigency may require, without 
a .previous Authority from Parliament for that Purpofe. When 
it. can be forefeet), that fuch a Neceffity may probably, hap- 
pen, or that fuch an Exigency may probably arife, the Au- 
thority of Parliament ought to be previoufly aflc'd ; and, when 
that Probability appears to be in any high Degree, either 
from the CircumlUnces of Affairs at the 1 ime, or from what 
his Majeily then communicates, the Parliament ought to 
grant the Authority demanded. Such a Meflage from the 
Qrown, or. the Parliament's complying with that Mefiage, is 
fo far from being inconfiitent with, that it is highly agreeable 
to our Conflitution; becaufe, the fending of fuch aivieflage, 
is.a To^en of that Regard which the Crown ought always to 
ha*c for the Authority of Parliament, and a Compliance 

with 
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with it, is a Teftimony of that Concern which the Fariianent Ann. w Oto. % 
ought always to have for the public Safety. _!Z!2l 

' I am not at all fuipriiea, my Lords, that no fuch Mefc- f 
fagt was ever heard of before the Revolution. Before that 
happy Settlement of our Constitution, moft of our Kino 
fhewed as little Regard -to our Parliaments as they poffibty 
could. They never aiked either the Advice or Authority of 
Parliament, but when it was abiblutely necenary for them to 
do fo. Nay, they were fo fond of Prerogative, and of acting 
by that alone, that they attempted too many Things by vir- 
tue of Prerogative, which ought not to have been done with* 
out the Authority of Parliament, fiat as King fViliiam ne- 
ver xnade-ufe of the Prerogative of the Crown, but in Cases 
in which only k ought to have been made me of, that* is,, 
when the public Safety made it neoefiary, he applied by 
Mefiage for the Authority of Parliament, as often as he had 
Occafioo : Queen Ann* did the feme : His late Majcfty could 
aot foil of following (b good an Example ; and if fuch Mef- 
fc^s have been more frequent in this Reign than in any for- 
mer, it moft have proceeded from the many Changes that 
have lately happened in the Affairs of Europe, and die extra* 
ordinary Regard his prefer* Majefty has for the Privilege* 
and Authority of Parliament. It could proceed from no fc 
nifter Defign i. becaufe no bad Ufe has been made of th* 
ready Compliance, his Majefty has met with from his Parlia> 
meat upon every fuch Occasion. It cannot be fo much as in* 
iuiuacecV that, in confequence of thefe Compliances, his Ma* 
jetty has put the Nation to any unnecefiary Expence, or that 
the Expecces the Nation has been put to, iu confequence of 
the Confidence repofed from Time to Time in ms Majefty* 
have not been regularly and ftri&ly accounted for ; and there* 
fore, during his preient Mnjefly's Reign at leait, 1 mould 
thinks that our pad Experience ought to be fmficicnt for re* 
moving all future Jealoufy. 

* But fuppefe, my Lords, that our former Kings had all 
endeavoured as much to (hew a Regard for the Authority of 
Parliament, as fome of them did endeavour to fliew a Con- 
tempt of it, yet. before the Revolution, there was no Occa* 
fion for any fuch Mcflage, becaufethe Cuftom- of appropria- 
ting the public Grams- to their refpeltive Services did not 
til then take Place. Before that Time, the public Grants 
were made without any Appropriation ; fo that the King, or 
his Servants by his Authority, could apply the Money tfr 
fuch Services as they thought moft preffing; and, if any fwU 
den Emergency happened, which, required air extrtoidinaiT 
and immediate Expeaoe, the Services that wefe not fo.pre6» 
fingt were pot off, or left unfupplied, till the Parliament 
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Ann. 12 Geo; II. mould meet, in order to make a new Provifion for them, and 
l _p9> the Money designed for them was applied to thofe unfbrefeen 
Exigencies which demanded an immediate Supply. Where- 
as, Yince the Cuftom prevailed, of appropriating all Parlia- 
mentary Grants to their refpeftive Services, no tainifter can, 
even by his Majefty's Authority, apply to one Service, how- 
ever urgent, what has been appropriated by Parliament to 
another,* and therefore, when there is a Probability, that 
fome Services may accidentally arife, during the Recefs of 
Parliament, that could not be forefeen, or that could not be 
regularly provided for by Parliament, it becomes nccenary 
to furnifh his Majefty with fuch a Credit and Confidence, as 
is demanded by the fecond Part of the Meflage, now under 
our Confideration. 

• As this Credit and Confidence, my Lords, can laft no 
longer than till next Seflion of Parliament, and as every fol- . 
lowing Selficn of Parliament muft neceflarily begin, within 
feven or eight Months after the Expiration of the preceding, 
it is impoilible to fuppofe, that any fuch Vote of Credit and 
Confidence can ever be of dangerous Confequence to cur 
Constitution ; becaufe, in fo ihort a Time, it will always be 
impoffible to raife and difcipline fuch a Number of Forces, 
or to levy fuch Sums of Money, as would be neceflary for 
overturning the Liberties of this Nation ; efpecially, if we 
coniider, that, by Virtue of fuch a Vote of Credit and 
Confidence, his Majefty can impofe no Taxes, nor force anv 
Loans, nor can any Man thereby be compelled to lift in his 
Majefty 's Land Service. If the Adminiftration mould at- 
tempt to levy Forces, or borrow Money, without any ap- 
parent Necefiity, the People would immediately become jea- 
lous of their having Defigns againft the Liberties of their 
Country ; and, in that Cafe, no Man would lend Money to 
the Government, or lift in the Government's Service ; even 
the Officers of the Army themfelves, would be apt to declare 
againft fuch new Levies, and if they did not refufe to obey, 
they would certainly be very negligent in fulfilling the Or- 
ders iffued for that Purpofe j wTiich would of courfe render 
the Defigns of the Adminiftration abortive, and next Seflion 
of Parliament would certainly punifh them for the Attempt. 
' Thus it muft appear, my Lords, that our Conftitution 
can be brought into no Danger, by our complying with what 
is propofed ; and as to our having a Power to comply witk 
every Thing demanded by this Meflage, I wonder to hear 
it made the leaft Doubt of. We have not, my Lords, by 
the Mutiny JBill, confined or limited the Number of Troops 
Co be kept up for the enfuing Year. We had no Occafion 
to do to; becaufe, the keeping tip of any Number of 

. Troops, 
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Troops, within this Kingdom in Time of Peace, without Ann. i a. Geo. II. 
Confcnt of Parliament, is, by the Nature of our Confti- x 73£« 
tution illegal, and is expfefsly declared to be fo, not only "~ 

by the Claim of Right, but by the Preamble to that very 
Bill itfelf. For this Reafon, a certain Number of Troops is 
mentioned in the Preamble to that Bill, in order that we 
may give our Confent to the keeping up of that Number ; 
but none of the enacting Ciaufes relate to that Number, 
or any other Number. They relate to all the Troops that 
fhall be kept up ; and if, by any future Vote, we give our 
Confent to the keeping up of a greater Number than Is 
mentioned in the Preamble of that Bill, the enacting Ciaufes 
relate to, and comprehend the additional Number, as well 
as the Number mentioned in the Preamble. Therefore, 
the Refolution we may come to upon this Occafion, can no 
way be understood as a Repeal, or as an Alteration of the 
i\f atiny-Bill : It can be considered only as a Signification of 
the Confent of Parliament, to the keeping up of a greater 
Number of Troops than were thought neceflary when the 
Mutiny-Bill was paffed ; and furely the Confent of Parlia- 
ment may be iignfiied by a Vote or Refolution, in Purfuance 
of a Menage from his Majefty, as well as by the Preamble 
to a Bill. 

' We do not, my L' rds, by the Refolution now propofed, 
fubjeffc any Man in the Kingdom to martial Law, nor do we 
diveft any Man in the Kingdom of the Privileges he* enjoys, 
or ought to enjoy, as a Subject of Great Britain. It is al- 
ready done to our Hands, by the Mutiny-Bi'l, which is now 
paffed into a Law By that Bill, every Man that mail vo- 
luntary lift himfelf in his Majelty's Land Service, without 
any Restriction as to the Number of Men fo to be lifted, is 
made liable to martial Law ; and, by the Refolution now 
proposed, we only give our Confent to his Majefty's taking 
a greater Number into that Service, than we confented to 
by the Preamble of that Bill. There is nothing thereof in 
*hat is now propofed, that can furnifh the leaft Pretence for 
Lying it down as a Maxim, that the Habeas Coffas Act, or 
any other Acl, can be fuf^ ended by a Vote of both, or 
ekher Houfe of Parliament. 

■ From what I have foid. my Lords, I hope it will ap- 
pear, that there is no Weight in ary of the Objections made 
to our complying with this \l efface. But, in my Opinion, 
cur refufing, or even delaying to comply, may, in the pre- 
fent tickiifh Conjumture of Affairs, be attended with 'the 
moil fatal Confequences. Spain has already long depended 
upon gaining fome Advantage from our imeftine Divifions. 
It is to this only, we can with Juftice impute the Qbftiriac/ 

1739. D& * tiicy; 
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Aun.uC«>.tt, they have fhewn in refufiiig to do us Juftice. They have, at 
^739* f lall, promised to make as fome Satisfaction for paft Injuries; 

W"^V^ ■"* and the Term allowed them for performing that Promife, is 
now near expired ; but, if the 95,000 /. which they are to 
pay to us on that Account, were now in tendon > and ready 
to be paid, I do not know but our delaying to give his Ma- 
. jefty the Satisfaction of complying with his moft gracious 
Meffage, would prevent that Sum's being paid within the 
Term limited. The Agents for Spain would immediately 
begin to expect a Breach between his Majefty and his Parlia- 
ment, which would of courfe encourage them to tlelay mak- 
ing that ilipulated Payment, till they had new Inftruftions 
from Spain ; and thus, by delaying to agree with his Ma* 
jetty's* Meflkge, we mould render a War unavoida'ble, at the 
feme Time that we rendered it impoffible for his Majefty to 
provide for it, either by Alliances abroad, or Armaments at 
home. For thefe Reafons, I (hall moft heartily join with 
Che noble Duke in the Motion he has made, and I hope wc 
fhall have the Concurrence of a Majority of this Houie. 

Duke of Jrgyli. 

toxktotAryle. « My Lords,it is no new Thing to fee the Demands and the 
Projects of Minillers umered into this Houfe under the Name 
of our Sovereign : When any extraordinary Demand is to 
be made, or when any dangerous Powers are to be afked for 
by our Minifters, it has always been their Cuftom to fcreen 
themfelves under the facred Name of Majefty ; and when 
fuch Demands are oppofed by thofe who have a true Regard 
for their Sovereign, but no very great Regard, perhaps, for 
his Minillers, the Advocates for thofe Demands, are rare to 
follow the Example that has been fet them, by introducing 
his Majefty's Name into every Part of the Debate. Our.Mi- 
aifters afk a Power to put the Nation to what Expence they 
pleafe, and "as an Argument for our complying with this De- 
jnand, we are told, his Majefty never put the Nation to any 
unneceflary Expence : Our Minillers afk fuch. Powers as will 
of courfe, if they are frequently granted, render Parliament 
df no Ufe to the People, whatever they may be to an Ad- 
miniftration ; and to induce us to render ourfelves ufclefs, 
we are told, that this modeft Demand proceeds from the 
great Regard his Majefty has for the Authority of Parlia- 
ment. 

* Th's, my Lords, is a Way of arguing, that mull lay 

your Lordlhips under great Difficulties, and is, I am fure, no 

Sign of any true Regard for the King, whofe Name ought 

never to be introduced into any Debate ; therefore I wifc 

1 tha; 
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tkt all foch Meflage* were fent hither in the Name of thofe Aim- fiQto.Il. 
that advife them, whom I ftiaU always look on as the Per- 1799. 
ions that really fend them. It is upon me, particularly, a 
great HardOiip, to fee any Thing fent hither in his Majefy's 
Name, which I do not approve of; for, as the King is not 
only my Sovereign, but my Matter, it is with the utmoft Re- 
luctance I can {ay any Thing againil a Propofiticm that ap- 
pears in his Name. But, my Lords, I know his Majefty fo 
well, I am fo well amtred of the Regard he has for our Con- 
flitution, that I cannot look open this anti-conftitutiona} Mef- 
fage as coming from him. I mull confider it as a Meflage 
from fome of nis Minilters, and I {hall treat it accordingly. 

• It is a Meflage, my Lords, of a mofl dangerous Nature ; 
for if fuch Meflage* {hould be frequently fent, and frequently 
complied with, it will end ia a total Overthrow of our Con* 
ftitution. The Buiinefs of Parliament is to prevent its be- 
ing poffible to run the Nation into any needlefs Expence ; 
for after a needlefs Expence is incurred, we may punifli th« 
Advifen, but there is no recalling the Expence. The guilty 
Head of a wicked or weak Miniiler is but a poor Atone- 
ment to the Nation; and his Fortune, however immenfe, 
may prove but a very inefficient Recompence for the Da- 
mage the Nation may fuller, and the Charge it may be put 
to, by one ridiculous or imprudent Meafure. For this Rea- 
fon tne Parliament ought to examine and judge of the Ser- 
vices, before they think of granting Funds for fupplying 
thofe Services ; and it i& for this Reafon, that particular Efh- 
mates of the refpc&ive Services neceuary for the enfuing 
Year, are always laid before Parliament. From thofe Efti- 
mates we can judge, not only of the Services intended, but 
alfo of the Sums neceilary for fupplying thofe Services ; and, 
if we difaprove of the Services, we may, and ought, to re- 
fute, granting any Funds for their Supply ; or, if we think 
Ac Sums demanded too large, we may, and ought to grant 
no more than what fliall appear to be abfolutely neceuary for 
the Supply of thofe Services we approve of. Buf by grant- 
ing fuch a Vote of Credit and Confidence as is demanded by 
this Menage, we can neither judge of the Meafures intend- 
ed, nor of the Sums necefTary for the Execution of thofe 
Meafures ; whereby we render ourfelves quite ufelefs, as to 
that of being able to prevent the Nation's being put to any 
unneccffary Expence : Therefore, if fuch a Vote as this now 
demanded, (hould once come to be an ufual, methodical Con- 
duiion to each Scmon of Parliament, I {hall then begin to 
think Parliaments of no Ufe to, I fliall think them a moft m> 
neceilary Burden upon (he People. 
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Aim. 1 2 Ceo. If. * We are told, my Lords, that an Account fhall be laid 
'7 39» before next Seflion of Parliament, of all the extraordinary 

^ "" Expences the Nation may be put to, by Virtue of the Credit 

and Confidence now demanded * What fignifies this to the 
Nation ? Will this make good the Expence that may be 
unneceflarily incurred } Will this atone for the Damage 
the Nation may fufbin by a ram or ridiculous Project ? Such 
an After-account can, in my Opinion, never be of the leaft 
Signification. I fhall nevfcr think, that a Parliament that 
will grant fuch a Credit and Confidence, will ever find Fault 
with any Expence the Nation may be put to in Purfuance of 
that Credit and Confidence, or that they will find Fault with 
any Article in the Account. In fuch a Parliament* I fhall 
always expect to fee panegyrical Votes of Approbation patted 
in every following Seflion, with regard to thofe Meafures 
that were undertaken, and thofe Expences that were incur- 
red, in Purfuance of a Vote of unlimited Credit and Confi- 
dence pafled in the preceding. And if a new Parliament 
fhould intervene, there is nothing can be of more Service to 
a Minifter, for enabling him to get a Houfe of Commons to 
his Mind, than his being appointed thefole and whole Exe- 
cutor of the expiring Pariament. Therefore, if a Check be 
Hot put to the fending of fuch Meflhges as this, now under 
o'ur Confederation, I fhall foon expett to fee every Seflion of 
Parliament open with a general Approbation of all the Mi- 
nifter has done in Time pail, and conclude with a general 
Power to do whatever he pi cafes in Time to come. 

* My Lords, let us but examine the Arguments mace ufe 
of upon this Occailon, and we fhall find, that moft of them 
may, with equal Weight, be made ufe" of at the End of 
every Seflion. We are told, that, during the Recefs of Par- 
liament, his Majefty has a Sort of dictaiorial Power, which 
would enable hirri to do all that is defired by this MefLge* 
and that therefore our Conftitution can never be in any 
Danger, by our giving him an Authority to do what he 
might do without any fuch previous Authority. Is no: this 
my Lords, an Argument that may be made ufe of with 
equal Weight at the End of every Seflion ? Can we fuppofe a 
Time when it may be pofitively affirmed, that no hidden 
Emergency can arife during the Recefs r We can now, or ?t 
leaft we may in a few Days, as certainly forefee what will 
Jiappen during the Recefs, as we can ever do at the End of 
any Seflion of Parliament. Therefore, the Timing cf this 
Meflage deferves our particular Notice. It feems calculated 
for eftabliftiing it as a Cuftom, that at the End of every 
Seflion, oar Parliament ought ro inveft our Mini ft ere with 
an aljlblutc Power, and an unlimited Credit. I fliall grant, 
54 4 " • that 
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that in cafe of a-vqry fudden and very imminent Danger, Anaii* Ceo. II, 
the Crown has a Sort of di&atorial Power j but I will fay^ ^73 9* 
that in fuch a Cafe, the Parliament ought to be aflemblcd as * ~* *"" 
foon as poifible. I will fay, that no good Man, no wife 
Minifter, would advife the Crown to make ufe of that Power 
fcr one Week longer than Necefiuy required ; fo that th$ 
Exercife of it can never, by our Conilitution, lail for above 
five or fix Weeks ; whereas, by granting fuch a Parliament 
tary Authority as is now demanded, we give our Mini- 
fters an Authority, or at Jeaft a Pretence, for exercifing 
that di&atorial Power for feven or eight Months j In the 
former Cafe, the Exercife of it can never be of any dange-. 
rous Confequence, becaufe our People would not iubmit to 
it, if exercifed without an apparent Neceffity, or without 
fummoning the Parliament toafTemble as foon as poflible ; 
and in fo fhort a Time no dangerous Ufe can be made of it. 
But when the Exercife of this Power is founded upon a pre- 
vious Authority from Parliament, the People will fubmit to 
it without Enquiry j and, in fo long a Time, fuch an Ufe 
may be made of it, as may render it perpetual ; for our 
Minifterf , in fuch a Cafe, w6uld never allow the Parliament 
to affemble, unlefs they were fure of having fuch a Parlia- 
ment as would begin the Seflion, by approving of the Ufe 
they had made of their Power, and conclude the Seifioa 
with giving them a Renewal of their Term. 

' If we arc to have Peace, if there is the leaft Probability 
that Spain will comply, even with that nominal Satisfaction 
we have fubmitted to accept of, there can be no. Reafon for 
our complying with this Meflage, there could be no Reafon 
for fending it, befide that I have mentioned. Bur, my 
Lords, I am far from thinking that we (hall have Peace. I 
believe we mull at laft go to War. The Spaniards will do 
nothing, as long as they have fuch a contemptible Opinion 
of us. We muft beat them into a better, I hope a righter 
Opinion of us, before we can expeft they will give us either 
Satisfaction or Security. If this be the Cafe, why do not 
our Minifters tell us fo? The King, I know, is tor laying 
every Thing before us. The Miniflers ought : It is their 
Intered to do fo. It is the Interefl, at leait of the Major iiy 
of them, to lay every Thing fairly and openly before Par- 
liament. We could then provide for War in a regular, Par- 
liamentary Method. But this, we are told, would be di- 
vulging the Secrets of the Government : It would be declar- 
ing War againll Spain, before we have provided for carrying 
it on. VVhat! are we' then to (leal a War upon the Spani- 
ards ? Are we to ileal a Satisfaction from that contemptible, 
tho* infolent Nation ? 

! My 
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Aw*, to&o.lt. < My Lords," we have no Occafioit to do to 1 and I am 
'_739^ fare we ought not to make an Encroachment upon ouf Con- 
ftitution for fuch a needlefs,. fuch an infignificant Purpofe. 
If the War be profecuted in a proper and vigorous Manner, 
we now have, or may have, before they can prepare for 
their Defence, a fufficient Force both at Land and Sea ; a 
Force that may fully enable us, not only to defend ourfelves, 
but to revenge, in the moft ample Manner, the Infults they 
have put upon the Nation, and the Depredations they have 
committed upon our Merchants. This, I fay, we have a 
Power to do, but God knows what may be done, if our 
warlike Meafures he conducted with the fame fort of. Spirit, 
that our peaceable Meafures have been for fo many Years 
©all. Ihave, my Lords, lived a long while in the World : I 
have lived fo long as to wonder at nothing.— I beg Pardon, 
there is (till one Thing I (hould wonder at : I fhould wonder ; 
if thofe who have brought us into fuch a deplorable and con- 
temptible State, fhould ever be able to bring us out of it, or 
to recover either our Character or their own. 

c For God Sake, my Lords, what are we afraid of? Are 
we are afraid of Spain ? That cannot be. Are we afraid left 
Spain fhould be fupported by France? What then * Muft 
we do nothing but what France gives us Leave to do ? Mult 
we make a Sacrifice of our Trade, our Navigation^ our Ho- 
nour, becaufe France commands it, and threatens us with 
Correction, if we do not obey. My Lords, we had better fub- 
mit to become a Province to France^ becaufe they would 
then think themfelves obliged to defend us. But this I fhall 
never fubmit. to, I (hall chufeto die with my Sword in Hand,, 
rather than meanly live to fee »y Country made a French 
Province.; and if this fhould ever come to be the Queflion, 
hope I fhould dill find in this Kingdom many Com- 
panions j I am fare every true Briton would fbare the fame 
Fate with me. With fuch Men, to live or rot to live, can 
never be the Queflion of moft Importance. To live freely, 
or die bravely, has been the Refolution of our Ancestors in 
all Ages paft ; I hope it is the Refolution of the prefent Ge- 
neration, I hope it will be the Refolution of our Pbfterity in 
all Ages to come. 

' With regard to Spain> my Lords, if they do not give us 
immediate Satisfaction, we are under anabfolute Neceffity 
of declaring War, let who will take their Part. The prin- 
cipal Affair in Difpute between them and us, is of fuch a 
Nature, that even France will not, I believe, take their 
Part ; and I believe it, becaufe it is neither her Intereft to 
do fo-, nor is fhe prepared for it. It is not the Ineereft of 
France to eftablifh thofe Claims which the Spaniards have 

lately 
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latelyfet up againft us ; becaufe the/ may one Day be made Ann. 11 Geo. n. 
ufe of againft France as well as againft us. And liippoie the t *739^ 
French mould miftake their Intereir, which they ieidom do, " 
what can they do againft us ? They can make ufe of nothing 
but a naval Force againft us, which they art! at prefent un- 
provided with ; and in cafe of an open War; We may take 
Care they never lhall. The Ftencb Court majr encou- 
rage the Claims of Spain-, whilft they are made to operate 
only againft this Nation j becaufe ever/ Thing that is a Dif- 
cooragement to <5ur Trade, is an Encouragement to that 
cf France. They may even bully and hector, in order to 
make us fubmit as patient'y to the Claims of Spain for 
twenty Years to come, as we have done for twenty Years 
paft ; becaufe, by fuch a SubmuTion, the Trade of this King- 
dom would be very much leflened, and their Trade as much 
advanced; but if we once begin to rea flume our ancicat 
Character, if we once refolve to vindicate the Rights of .our 
Country, notwithftanding the unfortunate Situation the Af- 
fairs of Europe are by fome late Meafares reduced to, yet, I 
believe, France will be extremely Cautious of engaging in a 
War, for fuppofting Spain in Claims which all the World 
muft fee to be unjuft. Againft this Nation, their numerous 
Land Armies fignify nothing, without a fuperior naval Force, 
and that, they know, they neither have, nor could provide 
thcmfelves with in Time of War. ' The certain Confequence 
of a War wirh this Nation, would be a full Stop to their 
Trade, and, if well conducted on our Part, it might be at- • 
tended with the Ruin of moft of their Settlements in th£ 
Eaft and Weft Indies ; which Is a Rifle we can hardly fup- 
poie the French will run, for the Sake of fupporting Spain, 
in Claims that may hereafter be made to operate againft them- 
felves. Befides this Danger, whatever our own <iVlinifters 
miy think, the French Minifters know, that this Nation has 
many natural and powerful Allies upon the Continent, and 
they likewiie know, that vigorous Rcfolutions, .vigoroufly 
and wifely executed, would reconcile to us thole Allies 
whom our late" Conduct has eft ranged from us. From all 
which) my Lords, I muft be of Opinion,, that the Danger 
of Franc?* engaging in the War, is not near fo hideous as 
the daftardly Imaginations of fome People may reprefent. 
lam perfuaded, they will not venture to engage, unlefs, they 
fbrefee, that the fame" Spirit, which has rendered our peacea- 
ble MeaTures ineffectual, may prob ibly have fuch an Influence, 
as 'to fender moft of our warlike Meafures abortive. 

But. my Lords, if we do go to -Var, I hope the natural 
Spirit of this Nation will revive, I hope it will begin to ex- 
ert itfelf; and if it docs, lam fure it will get the bet- 
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Anft. i2G«>. tl. ter of every Thine that can, of every Man that dare dp- 
^739^ .* pofe it. 1 mull tnerefore think we have nothing to appre- 
hend, for this Year at lead, from France ; and againft 
Spain alone, we have no Occafion to make a Secret o? our 
Defigns. We have now a Fleet at Sea, fuperior to any they 
can lit out againft us : We have a Number of Troops to 
put on Board, fufficient for attacking them in that Part, 
where alone we ought to attack them. What then fhoulJ 
hinder us from declaring War, the Moment we find they 
defpife us fo much as to difregard every Engagement they 
make with us ? Why mould we make an Encroachment upon 
our Conftitution for the fake of concealing that Refent- 
ment, which, the fooner it is mainfefted, the more it will 
tend to our Honour ? In lefs than a Fortnight the Chance 
of Peace or War will be determined. If the Court of 
Spain does not, in that Time, comply with what they have 
fo folemnly promifed, it will be proper for his Majefty to 
come to his Parliament, and declare from the Throne, that 
we muft provide for War. The fending of fuch a Meflage 
as tliis, at fuch a Time, feems therefore to have been cal- 
culated by out Minifters, for nothing elfc but to render 
the fending of fuch Meflages familiar to the People, and 
the complying with them habitual to the Parliament, 

Our not complying with the laft Part of this Meflage, 
can be attended with no bad Confequence : We may com- 
ply with, and approve of the firft, without taking Notice 
of the laft : We ought to comply with the firft, becaufe it 
h> reafonable, and becaufe we may do fo without any Breach 
of our Conftitution. It is a certain, limited Demand, and 
fuch a Demand as ought to be provided for by Parlia- 
ment. Therefore I (hall readily agree to ' the Addrefs of 
Thanks propofed, (b far as it relates the firft Part of tlii- 
Meflage ; but that Addrefs ought, I think, to be accompa- 
nied witji, another of a very different Nature. However, 
as this is not the Queftion now before us, I fhall wave fay- 
ing any Thug upon it, till I ice the Fate of the prefent 
Queftion. - 



i 



"Earl of CkeJlrftU. 

Earl of Utjlcr. * My Lords, as the firft Part of this Meflage bears no 
>'-' •*• Refemblance nor Relation to the laft, and as molt Lords who 

have fpokc upon the prefent Queftion feem to approve of it, 
. fo far as it relates to the firft Part of the Meflage now before 
.us, I fhall give your Lordfhips no Trouble upon that Head. 
But as to what is demanded by the laft Part of this Meflage, 
your Lordfhips may call it a Vote of Credit, w a Vote of 

Coil- 
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Confidence, or both, if you will : Let the Demand be what Ann. 12 Geo.H* 
it will, our complying with it will, in my Opinion, be plac- ^739^ 
ing a much greater Confidence in, and giving a larger Cre- 
dit to our prefent Miniilers, than any Miniiters ought, by 
our ConfHtution, to be trufted with. I fhall never be for 
giving to any Miniilers an unlimited Power to raife what 
Number of Troops, and what Sums of Money, they may 
think neceflary ; and upon this Occasion I am the more a- 
gainft it, becaufe of its being afked at fuch a critical Con- 
juncture. We may, perhaps, be under fome Uncertainty at 
prefent : There may, perhaps, be at prefent a Probability, 
that we fhall foon be obliged to declare War againft Stain » 
but in a few Days that Uncertainty will be at an End, and 
that which fome are now pleafed to call a Probability only, 
will, in my Opinion, within a Fortnight, become a Cer- 
tainty; for if the 95,000/. be paid on the 24th of this 
Month, we may look upon it as an Earneft of Peace, we 
may from thence conclude, that the Spaniards are at laft're* 
ioived to do us Juilice ; in which Cafe we can have no Oc- 
ciiion for railing more Troops, or larger Sums of Money, 
than have been already agreed to by Parliament, in a re- 
gular Parliamentary Method. On the other hand, if this 
Sum of Money be not paid upon the Day appointed, I hope 
we (hall at laft have done with Negotiation : I hope no Man 
will imagine, we are to purchafe another ineffectual and col- 
lufive Convention, at a new Expence of 4 or 500,000/. 
This Seflion is, 'tis true, drawing towards a Conclufion • but 
there is ho Neceffity for putting an End to it before the 24th 
of this Month : and if the Parliament be then fitting* and 
the Money not paid by Spa in % what fhould hinder us from 
providing for War, in that Method which is moft agreeable 
to our Conftitution } 

This MefTige therefore, my Lords, feems to me* to be 
defigned for nothing but that of eflablifhing the Cuftom of 
concluding each Seifion of Parliament with a Vote of Cre- 
dit and Confidence, without the leaft Necefiity or Occa- 
fion ; and this I cannot agree to, becaufe I think it will be 
of the moft dangerous Confequence to our Conftitution. 
During the Recefs of Parliament, the Crown may have, by 4 
our Conilitution, a Sort of didatorial Power ; hut that 
Power will become much more dangerous when found- 
ed upon • the previous Authority of Parliament. Our Peo-< 
pie Lave a Sort of implicit. Faith in their Parliaments, 
and will always be lefs jealous of the Exercife of any ex- 
traordinary Power, when it is founded upon the Authority 
of Parliament, than when it is founded upon an emergent 
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Ann. n Cko. IT. Neceffiry only. The dictatorial Power was upon many Oc- 
J739* cafions of great Service to the Remans, and whilil it was 
kept within its ancient Bounds, it was never attended with 
any Inconvenience or Danger. It was originally limited to 
die Term of fix Months at fartheft, and was generally re- 
figned before that Term expired ; but the fecond Man to 
whom it was granted for a longer Term, put an End to the 
Liberties of that Republic. 

This fhews, my Lords, how dangerous it is, in a free 
State, to depart in the leail from any of thofe Regulations, 
that weie eflibliftied by our Anceitors, for limiting the 
Power of our Miniflers, which is always what is really meant, 
when wc talk of the Power or Prerogative of the Crown. 
Under thofe Regulations we have lived happy, we have lived 
free, for many Ages ; but no one can tell what Conferences 
the lead Departure m3y be attended with. It is allowed, 
that no Vote of Credit was ever granted before the Revo- 
lution, therefore every fuch Vote mull be a Departure from 
our anticnt Conilitution, and confequently muft be dange- 
rous ; and every one will allow, that we ought not in Pru- 
dence to cxpofe ourfelves to any Danger, without an appa- 
rent Neceflity. If the Crown has, during the Receft of Par- 
liament, a fort of dictatorial Power, may it not be now as 
freely exercifed, as it was before the Revolution ? May it 
not in Time to come be as fufficient for protecting us againft 
fudden and unforefeen Dangers, as it has been for fo many 
Ages pail ? We are told, that the Method of Appropriation, 
introduced fince the Revolution, makes this rmpoffiWe. My 
Lords, let us but confider the State our public Revenues 
were in before the Revolution, and we (hall find there is no- 
thing in this Argument. Eefore the Reiloration, the Crown 
Jiad no eflablifticd Revenue, but wliat was fcarcely fufficient 
for fupporting what wc now call the Civil Lift ; and they 
hr<d fcldom any Credit to borrow Money from private Hands, 
even upon the moil prefling Emergency. After the Reitera- 
tion, indeed, we became a little more generous : A largr, 
public Revenue was fettled upon the Crown ; but that Reve- 
nue was appropriated as much as it is now, tho' not in To 
cxprefs Terms. A Part of it was allotted for fupporting the 
Civil Lift, another Part for paying the few Guards and Gx- 
riions, that were then kept up, and a third Part for fupport- 
ing the Navy. If any of thefe Services had been neglected, 
ad the Money converted by our Minifters to other \J(cSf I 
believe the Parliament would have then been more ready 
to have inquired into, and puniflied fuch Mifapplication, 
than they have ever appeared to be fince that Time ; and the 
Crown had, after the Reiloration, as well as before, but very 
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little Credit for borrowing Money from private Hands. Du- Ann. 1% Geo. n. 
ring the Recefs of Parliament, the Crown had no Refouree *7*9- 
againft fudden Emergences, but that of making ufe of the % "" "* 
little Credit it had for borrowing Money from private Hands, 
or that of leaving the Penfions and Salaries of Courtiers un- 
paid, and converting that Money to the Service of the Na- 
tion. This made it always neceflkry for the Crown to call 
a Parliament as foon as pofltble, and the Parliament replaced 
what had been laid out for the public Service, if they ap- 
proved of it, or they put a Stop to the Expence, if they 
disapproved of the Service. 

* Now, my Lords, let us confider our public Revenue, as 
it Hands at prefent ; by which I mean, the whole Money 
raifed yearly upon the People, by the annual or perpetual 
Grants of Parliament. It is now above three times as much 
as it ever was before the Revolution ; and every Shilling of 
it paffes now thro* the Fingers of our Minifters, as well as it 
did then. One Part of it is allotted for the Support of the 
Civil Lift, another Part of it for paying our Armies and Ga- 
rifons abroad and at home, a third Part of it for paying our 
Seamen, and fuppordng our Navy, a fourth for paying the 
Intertft growing due yearly to our public Creditors, and a 
fifth for paying off yearly fb much of the Principal, when. 
we can keep our Minifters from laying hold of it for warlike 
Preparations in peaceable Times. Thefe, my Lords, are the 
Ufes it is defizned for, and to thefe it is appropriated; but 
in cafe of a fudden Emergency, during the Recefs of Par- 
liament, what mould hinder our Minifters from leaving the 
Penfions and Salaries of Courtiers unpaid for a few Months, 
and applying that Money to the Service of the Nation ? I 
believe the Parliament would be as ready to fupply the De* 
ficiency thereby occafioned in the Civil Lift, as ever they 
were to fupply any pretended Deficiency in mat Revenue : 
I am fure they would have more Reafon ; and no Man in 
the Kingdom could find fault with our Minifters, for advi- 
frag the Crown to apply to the Safety of the Nation, in a 
Cafe of Neceftty, that' which was particularly appropriated 
to the Support of the Crown. Bqt if this fhould not be fuf- 
fident, what fhould hinder our Minifters from contracting a 
fmail Debt for the immediate Safety of the Nation ? For 
that they may and do contract Debts without any previous 
Authority from Parliament, the great Navy-Debt lately paid 
off*, the great Navy-Debt ftill remaining due, and the many 
Grants that have been made for making good Deficiencies in 
the Civil Lift, are fufhaent Teftimonies. Therefore, as the 
Penfions and Salaries paid out of the Civil Lift now amount 
to a much larger Sum than they ever amounted to before the 
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Am. ix Geo. U. Rcvolut'on, and as the Crown has now much more Credit, 
^ 739* i both for contracting and running in Debt, than it ever had 
before that Time, 1 mail conclude, that a Vote of Credit 
is now lefs neccflary than it ever was, or could be; at any 
Time before the Revolution. 

* Thus, my Lords, it mud appear, that fuch a Vote of 
Credit and Confidence, as is now deiired, is not only dange- 
rous, but unneceflary ; and no Experience, no- Precedent can 
warrant our running ourielves into an unneceflary Danger. 
We are not in this Houfe, nor any where elfe, to fay, that 
his Majefty has ever put the Nation to an unneceflary Ex- 
pence * It is, in my Opinion, a Failure in the Refpedt due 
to our Sovereign, to bring his Name into any fuch Queftion. 
But we may make a little more free with his Miniders ; and 
that they have, upon fome Occafions, put the Nation to an 
unnecef&ry Expence, has been faid in this Houfe, aad is 
now faid in every Corner of the Kingdom ; nor will it be 
laid, I believe, by many Perfons in- the Kingdom, that they 
have regularly and ftrictly accounted for every Shilling of 
the many Millions that have patted through their Hands, for 
thefe twenty Years by-pad. Therefore, if we judge from 
Experience, we can have no great Reafon for giving them a 
Power to run the Nation as much in Debt as they pleaie. 
Such a Power mud always be of the mod dangerous Nature * 
becaufe the more they run the Nation in Debt, the more 
they may depend upon having that Power renewed, the more 
fccure will they be againd being called to a drift Account- 
Like the Sfani/6 Governor, who, for his many Oppreffions 
and Extortions, was recalled from his Command in America x 
their Security againft Puniihment will depend upon their 
having been guilty of every Crime that is laid to their 
Charge. 

* But fuppofe, my Lords, there were no Danger in our 
complying with every Part of this Mefiagc, and fuppofe 
there were a greater Neceffity for it than there feems to be 
at prefent ; yet, when I- coniider to whom we are to give 
the extraordinary Powers afked for, I cannot agree to it. I 
fhall never agree to. the Nation's giving an unlimited Credit to 
Miniders, who, with me, never had any Credit ; nor can I 
give my Confent to the Nation's putting fo much Confidence 
in a Minidry, -in which I never could put any Confidence. 
My Lords, we have granted them fuch Powers as this be- 
fore now : We have never refufed them any Thing j and yet 
they have never fo much as once deviated into what, I think, 
may be called right. But, on the contrary, tbey have, in 
my Opinion, prodituted die-Honour, funk the Reputation, 
fcuandered the Wealth, and almoit ruined the Trade of this 
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Nation. T\> me, my Lords, they fecm to have been play- Ann. ti Ceo. II, 
ing, for almoft thefe twenty Years, at a fort of Game of ^3 9- 
Hazard for Peace or War ; and at hft, by a lucky Nick, ~ — 
out fferted a Thing they call a Convention, which is neither 
one nor t'other ; but is to be made either the one or the 
other, they cannot yet tell which, if we will but grant them 
fome extraordinary and unufual Powers, for enabling them 
to continue their Game. What their future Succefi may be, 
I ihall not now pretend to divine ; bat, I am fare, I (hall 
never be for giving unlimited Credit to fuch aukward Game- 
fen. 

* As for that of empowering his Majefty to augment hi* 
Forces : In cafe of a Wa*, my Lords, he has no Occafion 
for fuch a Power : He may augment his Forces both by Sea 
and Land, without any fuch Power ; and if there is to be 
no War, I am fure, he ought not to augment them, and 
much lefs ought we to give our Confent. Nay, I do not 
think we can give our Confent in the Method propofed. 
The Confent of Parliament ought always to be underftood 
to be by a Law regularly parted, and agreed to by the three 
feveral Branches of our Legislature. It is upon this the Se- 
curity of our Constitution depends, becaufe it prevents Sur- 
prize. Both Houfes of Parliament may be furprized into a 
Vote of the moil dangerous Nature, fey our Ministers taking 
Advantage of an Opportunity when there are few Members 
in Town, but fuch as thty order to attend. Precedents, my 
Lords, are of an improving Nature : If it mould once be re- 
ceived as a Maxim, that the Parliament may, by a Vote, 
confent to an Augmentation of our Army in Time of Peace, 
that Maxim may at laft be extended to the altering, repeal- 
ing, or making any Law the Crown may, by a MefTige, 
C* afe to deiire ; therefore, I cannot agree to what a noble 
rd has been pleafed to fay in this Debate, ' That the Con- 

• fent of Parliament may be Signified by a Vote or Refolution, 

• inpurfuance of a Meffage from his Majefty, as well as by 

• the Preamble of a Bill.* I am far from contending with 
that noble Lord in Law- Learning or Distinctions, but not- 
withstanding what he has faid, I mult look upon the prefent 
Motion, if it be agreed to, as a Repeal of the Mutiny- Bill. 
Imuftrappofe, that by the Word, U'hsL; in the Preamble 
of that Bill, we did not mean a Half y or any Number of 
Parts : I must fuppofc, we thereby meant to limit the Num- 
ber of Troops to 1 7704 Men ; and as every Claufe in a Bill 
muft rekte to the Preamble, there fore, when there is a ge- 
neral Limitation in the Preamble of a Bill, that Limitation, 
without being repeated, muft run through the whole, and 
muft be fuppofcd to be a Limitation upon every Claufe ; for 
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Ann. i± Geo. II. which ReaTon* I mud be of Opinion; that no Ckufe in the 
x 739* Mutiny-Bill we have already patied, can relate to, or com- 
prehend any Number of Troops above that which is men- 
tioned in the Preamble. Nay, I do not know, but that 
the railing and keeping up a greater Number of Men, may 
render the whole Bill ineffectual, by making it impoffible to 
determine who are within, or who are without the enaftiug 
Claufes of that Bill. 

' In my Opinion, my Lords, it is a moft dangerous Doc- 
trine, to pretend, that when a Law is paffed for keeping a 
certain limited Number of Troops in Order, it muft rektc 
to> and comprehend all the Troops which our Mintiters may 
think fit to raife and keep up during the Continuance of 
that Law ; becaufe, in fuch a Cafe, it may be made to fcrve 
for obliging our Army to fubdue, inftead of defending their 
Country : And if it does not comprehend all the i roops 
which our Miniftcrs may think fit to raife and keep up, we 
muft allow, that it cannot be made to do fo by a Vote of 
cither, or both Houfes of Parliament, unlets we allow, that 
an Ad of Parliament can be altered or amended by a Vote ; 
and if it can be altered or amended, we mud allow, that it 
may be repealed by the fame Method. Thus, by agreeing 
to this MeHage, we mud eftablifli a moil dangerous, and, I 
think, a falfe Do&rine, of the one Side or the other. 

' It fignifies nothing, my Lords, to fay, that, by our com- 
plying with this MefTage, no Man is to be compelled to en- 
ter into his Majefty's Land-Service : We know how ready 
young Gentlemen are to accept of Commiffions in the Army, 
and a great Number of new Officers will always get a great 
Number of Men to lift voluntarily into the Service. When 
CommifRons are granted, and Orders for ne"w Levies iffued, 
we are not to fuppofe, that the Officers, when they accept 
their Commiflions, will be told, that they are to be em- 
ployed in fubduing the Liberties of their Country ; nor are we 
to fuppofe, that the Men, when they are prevailed on to 
lift, will be told, that they are to fight againft their County. 
Our warlike Preparations will always, in fuch a Cafe, be 
faid to be intended againft fome neighbouring Nation that 
has infulted and injured us, though our Minifters be fecrctly 
rtfolved to fubmit to every Indignity that can be put upon 
the Nation by neighbouring Powers, rather than be inter- 
rupted, by a foreign War, in the Hoftilities they are carry- 
ing on againft the Conftitutionand Liberties of thdir Country. 
By fuch a Pretence, my Lords, many Gentlemen may be in- 
duced to accept of Commiflions, many private Men may be 
induced to lift as Soldiers, with the honeft and brave View of 
faying their Country againft its foreign Enemies; but after 
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they have once entered into the Service, they may, by our Ann. nGea. IB 
Mutiny Bill, thus interpreted, be compelled to ferve againft ^73 9* 
their Coimtry, by aflifting its domellic and moll dangerous ~^ m 
Enemies ; for they cannot then leave the Service, when they 
have a Mind, nor can they fafely refufe to obey any Order 
they receive from their commanding Officer ; becaufe the 
Court Martial is to determine, whether the Order be law- 
Li or not ; and a Court Martial, chofen by a Miniiier* will 
probably determine every Command to be lawful, that pro- 
ceeds from his Authority, fecret or revealed/ 

c Having now fhewn, my Lords, that it is dangerous, un- 
neceflkry, and inconiiftent with the Bill already paffed into a 
Law, to comply with this Meffage, I need not, I think, ex- 
patiate upon the Confequences oi our not complying with the 
latter part of it; for let thofe Confequences be as dangerous 
as they will, I hope I have made it appear, that it ought not 
to be complied with. But the Confequences of our not com- 
plying with it, are fo far from being dangerous, that, I 
think, it will be attended with great Advantages. Spain, 
I am convinced, has no Hopes from a War, if on our Side 
it be wifely andvigoroufly profecuted. Their only Hopes, I 
believe, are founded upon the Continuance of our prefent 
Adminiftration. They have by Experience found, that our 
prefent Minifters may be amufed, and they hope to amufe 
them with Negotiations for fome Years longer ; or if they 
cannot amufe them with peaceable Negotiations, they hope, 
that our warlike Meafures will be carried on in the fame lan- 
guid and ill-judged Manner, our peaceful Meafures have been ; 
in which Cafe they may, like the Terrier with the Fox, by 
mere teazing, at lad force us to accept of unequal and diftio- 
nourable Terms. We can no Way put an End to thefe 
Hopes fo effectually, as by (hewing, that our Parliament is 
not under the abfolute Direction of our Adminiilration. If 
the Spaniards fee, as they mull fee by our relufing to com- 
ply with this Meffage, that the Parliament has ferioufly Liken 
the State of the Nation into Confide rat ion, and that we have 
refolved to be what we really are, his Majefty's chief and fu- 
preme Council, their flattering Hopes will all evanifli, and 
then they will of courfe comply with our juft Demands. 
The 95,000 /. will be paid upon the Day appointed, and all 
other Disputes will foon be fettled to the Honour and Ad- 
vantage of this Nation ; fo that if the 99,000 /. mould not 
be paid, or if a War mould enfue, I mill impute it to our 
complying with the Meffage now before us. 

* 1 am furprized, my Lords, to hear it faid, that our je- 
fafing to comply with this Meffage, would give the Court o£ 
Spain, or any other Court in Europe, Caufe to imagine, thafc 
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$sm.ii Geo. IX there would be a Breach between his Majefty and his Parlis- 
x 739* merit. Can we fuppofc that Court, or any Court, fo igno* 
^ ~ ' rant of our Confutation, as not to diftinguifh between his Ma- 
jefty and his Minifters ? Can we fuppoie them fo ignorant of 
his Majefty's Regard for our Conftitution, as to imagine, that 
he would efpoufe the Caufe of his Minifters againtt his Par- 
liament ? God forbid ! that any of his illuftrious Family ever 
mould, I am Aire he never will ; therefore, all the Court of 
Spain could expect from fuch a Parliamentary Contumacy as 
I am now pleadirfg for, is, that it would produce a Change 
of Minifters ; and from fuch a Change, I am convinced, they 
can expeft no Advantage. If they faw but the leaft Reafon 
to fufped it, I am perfuaded, they would be glad to comply, 
riot only with what they have promifed, but with every 
Thing we could in Juftke demand. If an honourable Peace, 
therefore, be a defirable Thing, as it furely is, I muft think 
our refuting to comply with this Meflkge, the moft ready 
way to obtain it ; and for this Reafon, among many others, 
J (hall give my Negative to the Queftion. ' 

In the IiTue of this Debate the Court Lords carried their 
Point ; and the following Addrefs being agreed upon the fame 
Pay, was afterwards prelentcd to his Majefty. 



Moft gracious Sovereign^ 

f TX/'K your IVTajeuVs moft dutiful and loyal Subjects, 
VV the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament 
aflembled, beg leave to exprefs the grateful Senfe we have of 
your Majefty s Royal Care and Attention for the Peace and 
Welfare of thefe Kingdom?, and for preferving the public 
Tranquillity, and the Ualance of Power in Europe. 

* At the fame Time, permit us to return your Majefty our 
humble Thanks, for having concluded a * Treaty of defen- 
f-ve Alliance with the King of Denmark, and for having or- 
dered the Tame to be laid before us ; and to afliire your Ma- 
j'.'iiy of our Concurrence, and Support, in making good the 
Engagements which you have thereby entered into. 

c VVe alfo beleech your Majefty, to accept the ftrougeft 
A durances, tl»::t we will zealoufly and cheerfully fupport your 
Majefty, in making fuch further Augmentation of your 

Forces, 

* The Houfe of Cotnmr-ns In compliance with the Mefftge toted 
7C5S3/. for the Sulfidy to Dtmnark, and 500,060 for augraentuig the 
Forces upon any Ex gtnty. 
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Forces, either by Sea or Land, as may become abfolutely Ann. iz Gto.lU 
necefiary, by Reafon of any Emergency, arifing from the x 739» * 
prefent Pofture of Affairs in Europe, which may nearly con- ^— **$-* mJ t 
cern the Honour, Intereft, and Safety of thefe Kingdoms ; 
and in concerdcg fuch Meafures, as the Exigency of Affairs 
may require.' 

His Majesty's Anfwcr. 

* My Lords, I take this Addrefs as a real Mark of your 
Zeal and Affection for my Peribn and Govenment. You 
may depend upon it, that the Confidence which you repofe 
in me, {hall be made ufe of, with the ilri&eil Regard to die 
true Intereft of my People.' 

The Reader may remember, that by the Convention 
Great Britain flood engaged to pay to the Crown of Spain, 
the Sum of 60,000/. in Consideration of the Ships de- 
frayed and taken in the Mediterranean Sea, in the Time 
K. George I. which Sum was to be applied towards the Relief 
of the Britijb Merchants, who had fuffered by the Spanijh J* 1 ** «" * • . 
Depredations. Accordingly, a Chuff) was inferted in a Bill, So^oL £ be* 
by which the faid Sum wac prdfrided for, to be paid by the pa ia the Spani- 
Parliament. After this Bill had patted the Houfe of Com- ards, in Virtue 
mons, and had received a firft Reading in the Houfe of / the Coaven- 
Lords, towards the latter End of the Sefiion, the Lord Ba- tion * 
tburft fpoke to the following Purpofe. 

* My Lords, The Time is now expired, that was ftipu- Lord Batbvrft^ • 
lated by the Convention, for the Payment of the 05,000 

Pounds 5 and we have now before us a Bill, by which his 
Majefty is enabled to pay 60,000 Pounds, towards the Dis- 
charge of a Debt owing to the Crown of Spain. As we 
are fo very punctual in fulfilling our Engagements to that 
Crown, I think, it would be highly worthy of this Houfe; 
to addrefs his Majefty, to know if that Crown has ful- 
filled any Part of her Engagements to us. Therefore, I 
hope, your Lordfhips will pardon me, if I take the Liberty 
to move, 

6 — That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, Moves fa- in 
that he would be gracioufly pleafed to acquaint this Houfe, Addrefs, to kno* 
whether or not the Sum of 95,000 Pounds, ftipulated by whether ty*/» 
the late Convention, on the Part of Spain, to be paid in ^on ftipulated 
Confederation of the Damages fuilained by his Majeily's by "^ Convert- 
trading Subjects in the Wefl- Indies, is yet paid ; and, if it tion, 
is not paid, that his Majefty would be gracioufly pleafed to 
inform the Houfe, what Reafons have been given, on the 
Part of that Crown, for the Non-payment.' 
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Ann. 12 Geo. II, 

f 739Vj D"*^ of NcnvcaJMe. 

B^kcof Aw- « My Lords, It was natural to forefee, that a Motion of 

w ^ " this kind would be made. Therefore, I have leave from 

his Majefty to acquaint the Houfe, that the faid Sum is not 

paid, and that no Reafons have as yet been given on the Part 

of Spain, for the Non-payment.' 

Earl of Aylsford. 

Earl of Aylsford. < My Lords, It is very furprizinc, that any Lord fhould 
take upon him to bar the Accefs of the Houfe to his Majefty, 
and, I think, that this Anfwer is -by no Means Parliamen- 
tary. The noble Lord faid, he has leave to acquaint the 
Houfe, fo and fo. — How could his Grace know what Mo- 
tion was to be made in this Houfe ? And if he did know, Is it 
not a very great Proof of the noble Duke's Courage, to take 
upon him to ftep betwixt his Majefty and this great Council, 
and return a verbal Anfwer to an Addrcfs, before it has 
been prefented, even before it has been agreed to ? My 
Lords, how will this be locked 6n without Doors ? May it 
not be very juftly thought, that this Anfwer is calculated, 
to exclude from his Majelty's Prefence, all thofe who had 
the Honour to vote againft the Convention ? ' 

The Duke of NewcafiU. 

The Duke of * ^ v ^ords, * thought I was doing the Houfe a Piece of 

JNewcapu. Service, in faving Time thus late in the Seflion. The An- 

fwer I have given, is the very fame that the Houfe will re- 
ceive, if the Addrefs fhould be prefented. 

' But, my Lords, I have another Reafon for oppofing 
this Motion, and that is, Becaufe it is by no Means Parlia- 
mentary • The Motion is for an Addrefs, That his Majefty 
would be gracioufly pleafed to acquaint the Houfe ; whereas, 
all Addreffes of that kind, are, That his Majefty would or- 
der the Secretary of State, or the proper Officer, to lay 
before the Houfe the Papers that may be nccefTary for our 
Information in fuch Cafes. , Now, my Lords, this is the 
very Thing his Majefty has done. There are no Papers, 
indeed, to be laid before the Houfe on this Occafion, but 
he has ordered me, who have the Honour to be a Se- 
cretary of State, to return the Houfe the fame Anfwer that 
would have been returned, if the Addrefs had been pre- 
fented. 

• As 
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* As to my Intention of precluding the noble Lords from Ann. n Geo. IL 
having Accefs to his Majefty, 1 do aver, my Lords, that I . j? 3 ?: 
am fo far from having any fuch Intention, that nothing *— ' '^"* -* 
wou!d give mc greater Pleasure, than to fee the noble Lords, 
who voted againft the Convention, more afliduous than 
they are, in paying their Duty peHbnally to his Majefty. 
Therefore, my Lords, I hope this Motion will be thought 
improper ; and the rather, becaufe the Term ftipulated for 
the Payment, has been but a very few Days elapfed, and it 
would be rafh to come to any Refolutions on this Head, 
(which we muft do, if the Addrefs fhould be prefented) 
without having a little farther Patience. 

The Duke of Argyte. 

My Lords, It is now high Time for us to lay afide ufmg Duke ofJr&k* 
the Medium of Minifters, in prefenting Addrefles, or re- 
ceiving Anfwers from the Crown. We ought now, my 
Lords, to inform his Majefty our felves, of Things that the 
Miniftry appear to have neglected. It was foretold again 
and again in this Houfe, that this Money never would be 
paid; and the whole Merit of the Convention was to Hand 
or fall by the Behaviour of the Court of Spain in that re- 
fpecl. Now it appears, that the Money is not paid. What is 
to be done ? Shall we again truft to Minifters, who, it is 
evident, have mif-informed his Majefty in every Step in this 
Affair ? No. Let us apply to the Crown our felves ; his 
Majefty's known tender Regard to the Rights of his Subjects, 
leaves us no room to doubt of obtaining Redrefs. I mull 
take Notice of fomewhat faid by the noble Lord who fpoke 
laft : He thought it was always cuftomary for the Crown to 
return its Anfwers to this Houfe by the Minifters. It may 
be the Cuftom, my Lords, but this Houfe has fometimes 
been (o diflatisfiea with fuch a Proceeding, that we have 
addreflfed the Crown to know by whofe Advice fuch an An- 
fwer was given. If the Addrefs now moved for, could be 
anfwer'd by any Papers to be laid before us, we had no Oc- 
casion to addrefs, we needed but have appointed a Com- 
mittee, with the Power that Committees commonly have, of 
fending for Papers, Records, or Perfons, as they think fit. 
But, my Lords, it is not fo much for Information, that we 
onght to agree to this Addrefs ; we ought to agree to it, in 
order to open a Communication betwixt his Majefty and his % 
great Council, without Intervention of a Minifter. 

The Word Minifter, my Lords, has been very much mif- 
undcrftood of late. It has a Britft and a Frfcb Sgnifici- 
con. In the B> itijh Senfe, my Lords, it figr.ifies a Servant 

of 
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Apn. 1* Geo. ii'of the Parliament, a Servant of the People, as well as of the 
f 7S9^ Crown ; and this Houfe has formerly underftood Minifters to 
be under their immediate Direction. We have an Inftance 
of it in the Reign of King Charles II. when upon a Com- 
plaint of a Breach of Privilege to this Houfe, the offending 
Party fled to Holland : What did this Houfe do, my Lords ? 
It ordered, by it own Authority, the Secretary of State to 
write to Holland, and reclaim the Offender. 

The French Senfe of the Word Minifter, my Lords, Maitre 
de Palais, is one who a&s in Place of the King, one who 
is accountable to none but the King, let him be guilty of 
never fb many Mifcarriages or Mifmanaeements. I am lorry 
to fee it, but we feem of late to have adopted this lalt Senfe 
of the Word. Miniflers of Great Britain feem to be as ab- 
folute as they are in France : But, my Lords, I hope your 
Lordihips will aiTert the Dignity of this Houfe, and agree to 
this Addrefs.' 



it was carried againft ad- 



mmm _ % . . . The Quefiion being then put, 

The Motion o-j/tl" ^ a r 

S dreflingby <ji to 38. 

The DiviHon being over, the Lord Carteret feid, that as 
the Houfe had found itfelf to be informed in a Parliamen- 
tary way, that as the 99,000 Pounds were not paid by Spain, 
Debate on the *hey had how a Parliamentary Foundation to go upon ; and 
State of the Na- therefore he moved, that a Day might be appointed for Ca- 
tion, king the State of the Nation into Confideration ; which was 
agreed to. 

Accordingly on the Day appointed, the Lord CarUrct 
opened the Debate as follows : 

The Lord Car* € My Lords, We are now met to confider of the State of 
4*** the Nation, a State more fit for Meditation than Dxicourfe ; 

a State whereof none of our Forefathers has feen the Paral- 
lel, and which requires all your Lordihips Attention to prevent 
our Poflerity from feeling its Confequences. 

As your Lordihips have already found, that the Obligati- 
ons which Spain had entered into by the late Convention, 
are on her Part unfulfilled, the Houie, I hope, will pardon 
me if I now treat that Meafure as no longer exifting, and lay 
before your Lordihips a Detail of, what Prudence, Honour, 
and a j uft Regard for the Intereit of this Nation, ought td 
have di&ated to thofe, who negotiated that Convention, as 
the proper Meafures to be purlued, inflead of that ruinous 
Treaty. 

Give me Leave, therefore, my Lords, to fay, that after 
the Refufal, on the Part of Spain, to give' up the Point of 

Atf 
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lit Search, our Mmiftry fhewed a Difrefpcd to the Send- Aim. 12 Geo, I£ 

jnents of this Houfe, in any longer continuing their Nego- i739- 

tiations with that Court. His Majefty, the Nation, and all r 

the World mail have acquitted them, if on fuch a Refufal 

they had no longer looked on the Differences with Spain, as 

the Caufe of the Mimftry, but of the Parliament ; they ought 

then to have appealed to the Parliament for Juftice, and we, 

my Lords, mull have fupported them, becaufe the DHconti- 

nuance of their Negotiations was but the necefTary Confe- 

quence of our own Advice to his Majefty. The Breach of 

the Convention on the Part of Spain, my Lords, regains as 

that Opportunity, which we are now to improve, in the 

fame Manner as if the Convention had.never been made. 

' We muft therefore, my Lords, now have recourfe to 
Arms ; and, I believe, I need not fuggeft to your Lordfliips, 
that the Sea is the only Element where our Quarrel can oe 
decided, as it is the Element on which it began. This, my 
Lords, was eafy to have been forefeen by our Minifby, even 
before the Convention was concluded . B ut now, my Lords, 
as Spain has wounded the Honour of the Crown, and People 
of Great Britain, by adding a Breach of that Convention to 
other Infultsand Injuries, we ought to proceed after a more 
vigorous Manner, than might have been neceffary before 
the Convention was concluded. We ought not now fo much 
as to mention Reprifals by our Merchants. Reprifals by 
Merchants, my Lords, to a little State are pernicious, and to 
a great one dishonourable. As the Jnfult has been offered 
to his Majefty, his Majefty's Ships ought to make Reprifals ; 
therefore, I was furpriled when 1 heard it mentioned without 
Doors, on this Occafion, that the Miniftry had offered Re- 
prifals to Merchantmen and private Perfons. If the Royal 
N2vy of Great Britain does not a& now, we may defpair of 
ever feeing it adt ; for, my Lords, if all the Circumftances 
of the laft infult, which Spain has offered to the Nation, are 
confidered, we perhaps fhall not find the like recorded in 
Hiftory. She has now her Ships ready to fail for the Weft 
Mies ; fhe has other Ships, the Property of which belongs 
ail to herfelf, on their Voyage homewards; yet fhe holds us 
fo much in Contempt, that tho 1 fhe could get the one fent 
oat, and the other brought home with Safety, by paying this 
p-Jtry Sum of 95,000 /."(he rcfufes to do it. Is not this, my 
Lords, teliing us that fhe will treat no longer ; that we dare 
not refent whatever Affront fhe gives us j and that fhe will 
ritk ail the Effecls, 'all the Trade fhe has at Sea, rather than 
fulfil one Article of her Engagements ? 

* As this, my Lords, is evidently the State of this Nation, 
with regard to Spiin, I fhall beg Leave to make a Motion to 

you* 
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Asm. 12 Geo. II. your Lordfliips, which I intend as an Introduction to ibrac 
J 739- others that may follow, if your Lordihips ihall think fit to 
^ii<^— *J agree to what I am now to propofe. 

< I therefore, humbly move your Lordihips, to refolve, 

that the Nonpayment of the 95,000 /. agreed by Treaty to 

be due from the Crown of Spain, as a Ballance to the Crown 

and Subjects of Great Britain, and exprefsly ftipulated to be 

'^r/?s not - pai( * in Monev m London, within 1 20 Days after the Ex- 

ing tfa^oooZ cnan g e or " tne Ratification, which Time is now expired, is a 

is a Breach of the manifeft: Infraction, on the Part of Spain, of the Convention 

Convention. lately concluded between the two Crowns, an high Indignity 

to his Majefty, and an Injustice to the Nation. 

Lord Hatlifax. 

&ort HaUffkx. € xviy Lords, could I be perfuaded that the fame Conduct, 
which has funk the Nation to that degree of Contempt, 
which the noble Lord lus juft mentioned, could regain her 
Honour, and affert her Dignity, I (hould not have troubled 
your Lordfliips oa this Occafion. But, my Lords, con- 
vinced as I am, that a Continuance of the fame Conduct will, 
if pofiible, fink us Hill lower in the Eyes of every Nation in 
Europe, I cannot help taking this Opportunity of exprefling 
my Concurrence with the Motion made by the noble Lord. 
I do it, my Lords, from no Difrefpcct to the Perfons of thofe 
who have the Honour to be employed by his Majefty ; far 
lcfs do I mean to reHcft on any noble Lord here. I have 
the g;eateit perfonal Regard for many of the noble Lords 
whom I fee, and who 1 know have had the Honour to ad- 
vife his Majeity ; but, my Lords, as I atai perfuaded they 
aoed to the belt of their Knowledge, I hope I mail be par- 
doned if I aft to the belt of mine, and declare to your Lord- 
fl)ip% that my fincere Opinion is, that it is now high time 
for this Houfe to fpeak the Senfe of the Nation, and endea- 
vour to regain by our Arms what we have loil by our 
Councils. 

The Duke of Niwcoftte. 

My Lord% the nob-e Lord who fpoke laft, has delivered 
Duke c f Aiw- kj m : p ]f H ] t ]j fo n,^ Decency* that I am forry I am obliged 
to differ from his Lord/hip as to the Fitnefe of the prrient 
Motion. The Fact, my Lords, contained in the Motion, 
1? what I (hall be far from denying; I readily own, that 
S-'u^n has behave J in a m»>ilfcandalous, unaccountable Man- 
ner to thib. Kingdom, and that lhe merits the fevereft Chaftife- 
njentoi our Arms. But, my Lords, g.ve me leave toob-. 

ferve, 
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' fervfc, that it is not Spain alone whom we are to confider in Ann. a Qeo;tt» 
the prefent Queftion ; had we to do with her only we could ^7 39* 
foon bring her to Reafon. But, my Lords, who can aiifwer *-""~ V~" IL -J 
for the Part that a neighbouring Power, greater than Spain ^ 
may take in this Quarrel ? I don't mean that we are tamely 
to put up with Affronts and Lofles for fear of this neighbour- 
ing Power ; I only think it is highly worthy your Lordfhips 
Deliberation, to confider how far it is proper to put both 
that Power and Spain upon their Guard, by our coming to a 
Refolution that mud inevitably produce an Addrefs to his 
Majefty for an immediate Declaration of War. What makes « 

this Confideration, my Lords, the more necefTary at prefent, 
is, that the Kingdom is at this Juncture unprovided to make 
Head againft thefe two Powers. Let us once, my Lords, 
pat our felves in a Condition to ftrike a Blow, and then we 
may ftrike it furely and fafely. But by coming to this Refo- 
lution we give our Enemies Warning, we put them on their" 
Guard, which may be the Means of our mifcarrying. 

' My Lords, I look upon the Convention in a different 
Light from the noble Lord who made the Motion, and tho* 
I did not think that it was a good Meafure, as I fincerely do, 
I think myfelf obliged to treat it with fome Decency, bc- 
caufe it was approved by this Houfe. However, my Lords, 
as I have no Obje&ion to the Facts contained in this Motion* 
but only to the Prudence of our agreeing to it at this Jun&ure* 
1 humbly move that the previous Queftion may be put.' 

The Lord Strafford fpok* next, and was of Opinion, That The Earl of 
the Queftion fhould be put upon the Motion ; but the Lord Strafford, 
Chancellor, faying, That any Peer might move for a previous 
Queftion, the Houfe feemed to acquicfee in his Opinion, and 
the Lord Cbefterfield fpoke next in Subftance as follows. 

The Earl of Cbeperfield. 

' My Lords, I (hall deliver myfelf* to your Lordfhips in The Earl of* 
the fame Manner as if the Queftion itfelf were put, left J Cbefierftldt 
fhould not have another Opportunity of fpeaking on this 
Subjea 

• The State of this Nation, my Lords* is a very compli- 
cated Subjed* and requires that we fhould look farther back 
than the prefent Juncture. Our melancholy Situation is 
owing to a Series of Mifcondudl for many Years pall. This 
Kingdom has paid immenfe Sums towards the Support of the 
Government, without receiving the leaft Advantage in re- 
turn. Are our Manufactures improved ? Is our Trade ex- 
tended ? Have the Arts of Peace been cultivated among us, 
„ i/39*. Gg during 
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Ann*i* Geo. II. during the long expeofive Peace we have enjoyed > No! Aef 
1 73 9* are all vifibly gone to decay. Have we fuirered thefe to go 
to decay, iu order to reduce a formidable Enemy, or to 
quell domefcic Infurreclions ? No ! our Enemies are more 
iufolent and powerful than ever, and domeftic Infurrecbons. 
we have had none. Even at this Inftant, my Lords, Sp*i* 
continues her Depredations with more Violence than, ever, 
and yet the People cf thefe Nations are willing Co contribute 
their lad Shilling, to enable the Government to fupport its 
own Honour. This laft Infult, my Lords, we have received 
from Spain, is of a Piece with the reft of her Conduct, for 
thefe 20 Years pail. What could we expeft after fubmitting 
to the Terms of the Convention, after fu omitting to reduce 
the Demands of our Merchants very near one half, after fub- 
naitting to accept of their infamous Proteft, and after ftibroit- 
ting to deduft 45,000/. for the prompt Payment of what 
will never be paid ? 

' The noble Duke has told us, that we don't know what 
Fart a neighbouring Power may take, if we would proceed 
to violent ivJeafures. Let her take what Part (he wiil, my 
l^ords, we can be in no worfe Situation than we are, But 
what Pan can fhe take ? She cannot look us in the Face at 
Sea ; fhe cannot prevent our feizing the Spanijb Plate-Fleet ; 
fhe cannot reclaim cne Farthing of the Effects, if we ihould 
feize them, becaufe they are all entered in Spar.ijh Names; 
and therefore it will become our lawful Prize. But, fays die 
noble Duke, We are not yet ready. What not ready, my 
Lords, at this time of Day ? Whofe Fault is that ? Has the 
Government been refufed any Thing it hasaiked to itrengthen 
his Majeily's Hands ? or has any thing happened that was 
not both forefeen and foretold ? 1 remember, my Lords, it 
was foretold that this Money never would be paid;; ami 
what was the Anfwer ? It was infilled on, that we were To 
formidable that Spain never would dare to rcfuie to pay it. 
1 he whole Merit of the Convention was put on that fwgle 
Point. Can you doubt, faid they, that Spain has difavowed 
her Depredations, when here fhe pays Damages for them? 
Jiabetis confitenum reum : Sure fhe' 11 never pee tend, to inlult 
us for the future. But, my Lords, we fee fhe has not only 
not paid it, but holds us fo much in Contempt, that fhe 
wont fo much as give a Reafon for her ReiufaL By this, 
my Lords, fhe has given the Lye to eveiy Argument ad- 
vanced in favour of the Convention, and I hope we fhall not 
act 10 far below the Dignity of this Houfe, as to rcfufe to 
put a Queftion upon a Fact that is on all Hands acknow- 
ledged to be true. This, my Lords, would give every fo- 
il ^u Power, and every Man in the Kingdom, without Doois 
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* more contemptible Opinion of as, than they have ever Ann. n Geo. ft? 

yet had of the Miniftry. Let us therefore, my Lords, as a ] 739* 

noble Lord (kid, with a Spirit worthy of the Blood and 

Name he bears, for once fpeak the Senfe of the Nation, 

and endeavour to regain by our Arms, what we have loll by 

our Councils. Let us lay before his Majeity the true State 

of the Nation, that he may no longer be impofed upon by 

thofe who have fo notofiouuy betrayed her Intereil, and dif- 

regardad his Honour.* 

Earl of CMmondelty. 

* My Lords* if I thought that our putting the main Quef- Earl <* #*/-, 
jtion could be of any Service, either to his Majefty, or the *"*ty' 
Kingdom, no Lord mould more readily agree to k than my- 
feif. But as I am perfuaded that it might be a Detriment 
to both, and could, in no Event, be of any Advantage to 
either, I mirk beg leave to be againft it. The noble Lo/d, 
who fpoke firft* laid vety rightly, . that Spain, by not com- 
plying with the Payment of the 99,000 Pounds, had forfeit- 
ed a great many Advantages of much fuperior Confidefation, 
which Hie might have had if (he had paid it. My Lords, 
this is one Reafon, to me, for thinking that Spain is not fo 
unprovided of Alliances and Forces as we flatter onrklves, 
otherwise (be would never have done fo impolitic* fo unjuit 
a Thing. And, my Lords, give me leave to fey, that if we 
ihoaid attack the Spani/b Plate-Fleet, Spain would be the 
ieaft Sufferer, the Lofs muft come upon us and our Allies, fo 
that all we mould gain, rnuft be the Ill-will of our Neigh- 
bours, and the Ruin of oar Merchants. A noble Lord who 
fpoke in the Debate, faid, that we were to confider all the 
Efiefis in that Fleet, if feized, as lawful Prize, becaufe en- 
tered in Sfanijb Names. They are fo, my Lords ; but we 
know k has been always underftood, that fo much of thefe 
Efreffcs as belonged to other Nations, have been as much 
their own Property, as if they had been actually entered in 
their own Names ; and that, before now, they have been 
both reclaimed and reftored as fuch. Therefore, my Lords, 
as I fee no Good that can attend our putting the main Quef- 
tion, I hope your Lordmips will agree to our putting the 
previous Queftion. * 

LoTd Batburft* 

* My Lords, I own that I am for going upon the main Ux&Sadvjh' 
Queftion, becaufe, if we longer defer entering into vigorous 
Meafares, we may lofc an Opportunity we never can regain, 
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Ann. Ti Geo. II. We have trifled too long with Spain, and if we fhould trifle 
J 739- longer, the generous Refcntment of this Nation may wear 
V"^* 1 ^ off; People will begin to think that they are for ever to fuf- 
fer, and, inflead of blaming Spain, they may blame us. For 
my own part, my Lords, I wifti to fee fomething done to- 
wards retrieving the Honour of this Kingdom, while I my- 
felf, if there were Occafion, might be able to bear a Part in 
the Service of my Country, before I am render 1 d unable to 
do any more than to fit down in a great Chair and bewail 
her Calamities. This, my Lords, may be the Cafe of every 
LorH in this Houfe, who (hall have the Misfortune to live, 
and to fee the Event of our Differences with Spain, if Things 
are managed as they have been for fome Years pafl 

4 Many Circumftances, my Lords, concur to render this a 
fit Opportunity of making War upon that infulting Power. 
We have now Generals, we have Admirals alive, who have 
feen the Face of Danger ; who have formerly helped to 
reduce the Power of that Nation which now dictates the 
Councils of Spain. The Spaniards therafelves, my Lords, 
are in no Condition to refill us: In Old Spain a barren* Year 
has reduced the Inhabitants to the utmoft Mifery ; the 
Court itfelf is obliged to retrench its Expences in Pen- 
fions and Salaries. I wifh we were fo wile as to follow 
their Example in this. In America their Subjects would be 
dad of a Change in Government, fo intolerable is the 
Oppreffion of then* Governors, who are generally the hungry, 
needy Countrymen of her Catholic Majefty, who (ends them 
over to fleece the People. For fome Time, my Lords, after 
the Conqueft of New Spain, every Spaniard was qualified to 
be a Governor there ; but afterwards the Court grew jealous, 
and would fuffer only Natives of Old Spain to be appointed 
Governors ; at laft, only Natives of the antient Kingdom 
were to have that important Truft. Since her Catholic Ma- 
jefly has had fo much Sway in the Management of Afrairs of 
State, the Governors in America are generally Italians. In 
fhort, my Lords, the whole Sfanijh Monarchy is now ma- 
naged by a Faction. Shall we be afraid of a People govern- 
ed by a Faction ? Or, my Lords, if we were governed by a 
Faction, would any People in the World be afraid of us ? 
Therefore, my Lords, I hope your Lordfliips will put the 
main Queftion, and convince Spain, and all Europe, how 
dangerous it is, for any Nation to infult the Honour of this 
Kingdom.' 

tm Ur*». The Lord Hervey obferved next, « That the Complaints 

made againft the Convention were apparently groandlels. 
For if it had been a bad Meafure for the Kingdom, the Spa- 
niards would certainly have fulfilled it j but as it was {or the 

Advantage 
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Advantage of die Kingdom, they bad repented, and refufed Asa, isGeo.K, 
to fulfil it.' ir-?— ,_! 

Lord Vifcotmt LenfdaU. 

* My Lords, I fhould be glad to fcggeft any thing that Vx&V&m* 
might reconcile the different Opinions of the noble Lords **&*«* 
who have fpoken in this Debate. I own, my Lords, I am 

for potting the main Queftion, bat not as it Hands. I fee no 
Reafon for our declaring the Non-payment of 99,000 /. to 
be an Indignity to the King, and an Injuflice to the King- 
dom. I think the Motion would do better if it wanted thefe 
Words, and my Reafons are thefe : By the American Treaty 
betwixt ns and Spain, either Nation is at Liberty to ufe Letters 
of Reprifals, or other Methods of obtaining Satisfaction, if 
Juftke is either abfolutely deny'd, or unreafonably delayed 
by the other. Now, my Lords, as the Convention is unful- 
filled on the Part of Spain, and as one End of the Conven- 
tion was to obtain Jufhce to the Merchants of this Kingdom, 
it necefiarily follows, that that Juftice is abfolutely deny'd. 
Therefore we are to look upon ourfelves in the fame Situa- 
tion we were in before the Convention was concluded, and 
ought to proceed in the fame Manner as if it never had ex* 
ifted. If it never had exifted, my Lords, we moil have had 
Recourfe to that Article $ we ought to do fo now, and if we 
do, we aft fbi&ly up to the Senfe of Treaties ; we deprive 
Spain of all Pretences for calling in her Allies to her Aid ; 
and we expofe her Injuflice while we are chafHhng her inib- 
lence. If fhe fhould go to War upon this, then (he is the 
Aggrefibr, and all Europe will acquit us of any ambitious 
Views upon her Trade, or Intention to diflurb the common 
Tranquillity. I will make no Motion upon this, my Lords, , 

but 1 humbly apprehend, that the Quenuon would fland bet- 
ter if it wanted thefe laft Words/ 

The Lord Chancellor, 

* My Lords, when I hear a Refolution of this kind The Lorf Chis* 
mov'd for in this Houfe, I not only confider the Matter of ceUor * 

the Refolution propofed, but I take, as far as I am able, un- 
der my View, all that is coniequent upon, or connected with 
it. This Refolution contains, my Lords, indeed, an undis- 
puted Fad ; but when I confider that it mud: be attended 
with another Queftion, as the noble Lord who made the Mo- 
tion infmoated, I confider the Confequence of that Qaeftion. 
This, my Lords, mud produce an Addrefs to his Majelry for 
an immediate Declaration of War. An immediate Declara- 
tion 
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itGaaJJ. tion of War, my Lords, at this Time, I apprehend wotft 
•739- be very impolitic in us. We might put Spain upon herGflard 
*^v~' — by fuch a Mcaiure, and deprive ourfelves of many Advan- 
tages we might have by faltag upon iter without firing her 
any fuch Notice. Befides, my Lords, the Effects of all our 
i Merchants in the Spanijb Dominions muft fall into the Hands 

of that Court, if we declare War at this Juncture, Bat, my 
Lords, I am by no means for putting the War longer of. I 
agree with the noble Lord who made the Morion, that the 
State of the .Nation is more proper for Meditation than D& 
courfe : I will go farther, my Lords, and fay, that k is more 
proper for Meditation and Action too, than Drfcourfe. I 
am for entering upon Action immediately, and that we. may 
do it more fuceefuully, I think we ought to enter into no 
Meafures that may put our Enemies upon their Guard. I 
liope therefore your Lordihips will agree to the putting the 
previous Queujoa.' 

The Duke of Artyk» 

ftuktof ,4gj&« * My Lords, I believe it was never before known that 
every Lord of this Home owned a Matter of Fad to be 
true in a Debate, and yet refufed to own it upon the Quef- 
tion. This, my Lords, looks very tnyflertous, and I don't 
love Mylteries. When People follow Myfteries, they are 
apt to fail into Bigotry. I am, my Lords, for- onr treading 
• an the plain Road of Truth, nor can I fee the kaft Jncon* 
veniency that can eniue, if we mould put the main Qaefbon. 
Shall it be faid, my Lords, that this Houfe was afraid to 
Ijpeak the Truth ? What Power on Earth mould we be afraid 
of, while wt have a juft Caofe, a gracious Sovereign* and 
. a brave People»to fupport us ? 

The noble Lord who fpoke laft fuppofed, that if we did 
not declare War we might attack Spain unprovided. My 
Lords, if I were to give a Man a Blow with a Cudgel be- 
hind his Back, it is to be fuppofed that this Man, if he re- 
ferred the Blow immediately, could take me unprovided, 
*•• unlefs he looked upon me, my Lords, as a downright Fool? 

Is he not to expect that, after giving him fuch an Affront, 
I will be as ready with my Sword as he can be with hi* ? 

* The Cafe, my Lords, is exactly die fame betwixt us and 

Spain. She has infulted us to the laft Degree* ihe has wrong- 
ed us, (he has broken her Faich with us, and as fhe has done 
that, are we to expect to ileal a Satisfaction of her by her 
being unprepared ? I wifti with all my Heart, my Locd% 
Die may be unprepared ; but whether ihe is or not, our a- 
greeing to. this Resolution can be of no Service toiler, and 

our 
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t*r ntfc agreeing to it may be a very great Dtfcouragement Atm.i* G«o. K 
to every Man who withes well to his Majefty's Pfcrfon and *73 9«J ^ 
GovecMaent. Therefore I hope the main Qieftion wifl be t^^S"^ ** 

put' 
The Earl of Scarbprtmgk 

« My Lords, the Part I have alt along a&ed in this Affair The Earl of 
kaves, I hope, no room to doubt of my Impartiality. Your &****"*&• 
LonlQwps may remember that I was for the Addrefs in the 
beginning of the Seffion, becaofe I thought it a Piece of per- 
gonal Refpeft doe to his Majefry. When the Convention 
came to be confidered, I oppofed it, as I fhall do every 
Thing that I think contrary to the Honour and Intereft of 
»y Sovereign and my Country. My Lords, as this Con- 
/tdeiation has ever prevailed with me, preferably to any mi- 
nnieriai Attachment, fo I have never yet been fway'd by 
the Motives of any Party or Oppofition to give my Voice 
agaioft the Meafttres of the Miniftry, when I thought they 
tended to the Good of my Country. Therefore, my Lords. 
I hatter myfelf that your Lordflrips will look upon what f 
am now to fay as the Dictates of an unprejudiced Heart, 
umrjfloenced by Hopes, and unav* ed by Fears. J have, my 
Lords, given ail the Attention I was capable of giving to 
the prefent Debate ; I came into the Houfe undetermined 
how to vote in this Queftion ; bet refolved to vote on that 
Side which mould appear to me, on the Debate, to be moft 
reaibnabie : And. my Lords, with fo equal, fo unprejudiced 
a Mind have I heard this Debate, that ( I don't know if I 
ought to tell it) fince I came into this Houfe, I have chang- 
ed my Sentiments- three op four times. Before the noble 
J ord who fpoke laft rofe up, I w»s quite at a Lofs on which 
Side to give my Voice ; but what his Lordfhip laid has at 
kit determined me. 

• The Affair we are now upon, my Lords, may be re- 
folded into this Alternative, Whether it is moft prudent for. 
us to agree to a- Refolution which muft produce an Addrefs 
for a War, or depend on the Miniflry's taking the propen 
Meafures I My Ix>rds, if we agree to the former Propor- 
tion, we may hurry the Mirriftry too much ; and' if the Na- 
tion* does not receive that Satisra&km fhe expedht, we may 
grue do* toe good a* Pretext for exuoting themfelves, by 
laying, the Affair was taken out of their Hands, — the Mea- 
fures they had laid down were rendered ineffectual by the 
Intarpoftttoit of other Councils, My Lords, I am for tak- 
ing froo* them ail Pretests- of this Kind* by devolving all 
upon, them* The aoM* Lord who fpoke lafV, and who not 
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4fliuti Geo. D. only knows as much, but has as good a Forefighr, as anf 
^739^ ( Lord in this Houfe, has declared enough to (atisry me. His 
1 Lordihip faid that the prefent was a Time more fit for Me* 
ditation and A&ion too than for Difcourfe. What ftronger 
Affurances can your Lordfliips defire that the Minitby will 
aft a Part becoming Britons, that they will amply revenge 
the Wrongs we have already fuffered, and provide for the 
Honour and Safety of the Kingdom? My Lords, let me 
become Surety for their Proceedings on this Occafion. I 
know many amongft them to be Men of fnch Worth, that 
they would diidain to amufe the Nation, or to impofe upon 
this Houfe by Sham-Preparations or Mock- Affurances. My 
Lords, if they mould aft in fo fcandalous a Manner, I Jhoaid 
be the firft Man in this Houfe to move for bringing them to 
Juftice ; pay, my Lords, I here folemnly promife to your 
Lordfhips, that if, before your next Meeting, every End is 
not anfwered which we could gain by agreeing to the Mo- 
tion for this Refolution, I myfelf will, on the firft Day of 
the next Seifion, move the Houfe to call them to an Account. 
' But, my Lords, my Hopes that wt (hall aft a becoming 
(art on this Occafion are not grounded fo much on the Con- 
fidence I have in the Miniftry, as on my Knowledge of his 
Majefty's tender Regard to the Rights and Properties of his 
Subje&s. No Confident tion, my Lords, after what we have 
fuffered from Spaing can induce his Majefty to act any other 
than a vigorous and an honourable Part ; and, my Lords, I 
think it would be doing an Injury to his Majeity's known 
Zeal for the Good of the Nation, if we mould precipitate 
Meafures by interpofing in what he has, to my knowledge,, 
already refolved upon. Therefore let me defire your Lord- 
fliips to drop the main Queftion, and to put the previous one. 

The previous Queftion being put, it was carried againfk 
putting the main Queftion, 63 againft 44. 

June 14, His Majefty put an End to the Seifion with a 
Speech, which fee in Chandler's Hift. Am. 1 2 Georg. 1L 
p. 173, 186. 

The Mavietsto of bis CATHOLIC MAJESTY. 
Vindicating hisConduft in regard to the late Convention ; 
alfo the Reafons why he has not paid the 95,000 /. Sterling* 

The KING. 
' Our Defire not not to difturb the Tranquillity of Eu- 
rope, and to .maintain our Subjects in Peace, has, for fome 
Time paft, put us upon doing Violence, in fome Meafare, 
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to the Nicety of oar Honour, and the Advantages of oar Aim. i*G». If. 
Interefts. i739« 

* England, difcraieted with domeftic Divifions, has urg'd 
her Complaints with fuch Obftinacy, tho > perhaps confcious 
how little they are founded on J alt ice, that, if oar fincere 
Difpofition had not found more Weight in the fbremen- 
tioned Confiderations than in her Inftances, thefe Difputes 
might, long ago, have proceeded to a fetal Rupture, not 
without Powerful Motives on our Behalf. The Proof of this 
is plain from the Anfwers given to her Officers, and our 
cxmdefcending to their Propo&ls, fo far as to admit the Re- 
gulation made at London of the refpe&ive Demands, not 
regarding the exorbitant railing her Prices, nor the lowering 
of our own, with a View only to obtain Peace on the tole- 
rable Condition of diftembling this Advantage in favour of 
that Crown. The reft of the Negotiation, on our Part, 
was anfwerable to £o noble a Sincerity. 

4 The Miniftry at London reckoned our Claims on the 
Affiento Company into the Payment we were to make ; and 
tho* we might have taken Advantage of the Company's Re* 
final to pay the fame, in order to make Alterations in the 
other Articles agreed upon, the fame Miniftry knows, that 
we fait Orders to Don Ibomas Geraldino, our Minifter Ple- 
nipotentiary at that Court, to take up at Intereft the 95,000/. 
that what had been promifed might not reft unpaid. 

* As foon as the Convention was figned at the Parao, and 
ratified ac London, We, prompted by our Good Fakhy or* 
derjed our Sqnadjons to be difarm'd, lent the ftipulated Di- 
rections to Florida, and performed all that was incumbent 
on us. But England has acled a very contrary Part : for hav- 
ing doubtlefs repented recalling Admiral Haddock's Squadron 
from the Mediterranean, it was ordered to be ftation'd at 
Gibraltar, as a much fitter Place for accompltfhing the De- 
fign which, in all Appearance, was even then in Agitation, 
and has force been difcovered ; and at the fame Time no 
Orders at all were fent to Carolina. The Britijb King fup- 
ported the Tranfa&ions of the Company, as an Engagement 
of his Crown, whereas before the Convention they were re- 
garded only as a Contract made with a private Perlbn. 

* Thefe Proofs of their not proceeding with Unanimity 
in their Intentions, obliged us, in the Beginning of Jtrtk 
Jaft, to notify, by our flrft Secretary of State, and of Dif- 
patches, the Marquis de Fillnriau to Mr. Benjamin Keent, 
Minifter Plenipotentiary of the King of Great Britain at our 
Court, how much the Continuance of Admiral Haddock** 
Squadron at Gibraltar would hinder the full Effect of the 
Convention, notwithftanding any Securities that might be 

I7"59. Hh. offered l 
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Ann. u Ceo. n. offered ; and finding that thefc Intimations were iafaficieflt 

^739^ f to check the threatening Danger, we refolved, that our Ple- 
nipotentiaries, m their firfl formal Conference with thofe of 
England, fhould repeat more at large the fame Declaration, to 
the End that the Blame of having rendered ineffectual what had 
been ftipulated, might never be imputed to us. The Efiecfe 
of fo worthy a Conduct have not been fuch as ought to be 
expected, but rather conformable to the Conduct obfervtd 
by tngl%vd % as is already mentioned in Subflance : That is to 
fay, Orders have been given to Admiral Haddock to cruife 
with his Squadron between the Capes St. Vincint and St. Maty, 
in order to await and furprrze the Ajfogue Ships. ReprifaJs 
in a Stile not decent, have been published at London, and 
proceeded to Execution in feveral Parts, as appears by au- 
thentic Depofitions of thofe who have fuffered by them. 
Our Patience and Moderation being thus provoked, and 
fince it would now become a Difgrace to our Power and So- 
vereignty to continue longer in the Inaction hitherto ob- 
served, we have determined, that there be likewife Reprifais 
made in our Dominions, and by our Subjects, upon the 
Goods and Effects of the King and Subject* of Great Bri- 
tain, obferving the Rules directed in the circular Orders 
which mail be iflued for that Purpofe. And to the End that 
this Resolution, and the prevailing Motives thereunto mo- 
ving us, may be known to all the World, we have thought 
fit to publiih them in manner as above. Given at St. lldt- 
fonfo, the 20th Day of Augufi, 1739. 

J rfcKING. 

And l<rwir 9 

Don Sebaftian de la Quadra. 

The King of Spain's Reafons for not paving the-9 5,000 L 
ftipaiated in the Convention, fignetf at the Parde, 
Jan. 14, 1739. 

* The Convention is a Contract whereof the Engagements 
are reciprocal ; confequently, when either of the Parties fails 
in the. Execution of them, the other is thereby difengaged ; 
and the firft that rails, gives juft Reafon to the other to re- 
fute to execute his Part. From whence it follows evidendy, 
that the Britijb Court having been the firft that failed, and 
leaving contravened moil of the Articles which were expreftly 
jkipulated in the {aid Convention, and thofe on which the 
figning thereof was founded, hath given Room to Spain not 
to execute het Part. 
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~ * The Jirft Contravention of Great B* it ah regards the very Ana 1 1 . Oec. if. 
Beginning of the Convention, where it is mentioned, * That w ^ 19^ 
4 t£e two Kings having nothing more at Heart than to encreafe 

* and fbengthen the good UaderiUrding that has to happilv 
4 fiib&fted between them, having agreed to labour by their 
4 Miniiters with the urmoft Application and Diligence to at- 

•' Cam ft> defireable an End : ' Jn Confeqence of this recipro- 
cal Difpofition, the Court of <ire<tt Britain fent Orders to 
the En^lijb Squadron to quit the Medite ranean y and Spain 
difaroVd her Fleet : But being informed, that the Orders from 
London were countermanded, foe fufpecled that the Clamours 
of the Populace, and of a Party oppofitc to the Mini dry, 
who were highly inceaied againil the Convention, had pre- 
vailed with the Court to recede from its Engagement. No- 
thing can be more deftru&ive of, or contrary .to a firm Efta- 
bltfunent of Friendship and good , Correspondence, than 
Diffidence and Diilrull ; as keeping a Squadron, not only 
at Port-Maben where it was at firll, but alfo at Gibraltar in 
the Center of the Coafts of Spain ; where it has been con- 
fiderably reinforced, and can be defigned for no other hur- 
poie, but to interrupt and moleifc Trade, and can be looked 
upon in no other Light than a continual Hofblity. 

4 The fecond Contravention arifes from the fecond Article, 
which fays, * That immediately after the Ratification of the 
4 Convention, Orders (hall be difpatched to Florida and Care~ 

* Una, that the new Plantations and Fortreffcs of Carolina 
4 and Georgia, (hall remain in ftaiu quo, till the Plenipoten- 

* tiaries (hall have regulated the Limits.* The King of Spain 
performed his Part of the Engagement fully, but the King 
of Great Br it tin deferred lor four Months executing his 
Part, with an Intent to give to his Subjects all that Time to 
encrea'e their Colonies, and build their Fortifications ; nor 
even at this Hour is there any pofnive Proof that any Orders 
at all have been fent ; it appears by a Letter of the Duke of 
Newcaftle* that there were none fent the 27 th of M.'reh. 

* What is ft ill more remarkable with regard to this Con- 
travention, is, that at that Time three Men of War were 
lent under frivolous Pretences to reinforce the Squadron at 
Jamaica, and that lbme Troops, ond a great Quantity of 
warlike Stores, were fent thither on board feveral Ships. 
Tab Contravention is not unlike that of Florida in 1739, 
when it was agreed, that all Things ihoutd remain in fiat it 
■ **a t till the Limits were regulated" by the two Governors ; 
the Envlifh Governor nevertLelefs went on in extending his 
Plantation?, and committed feveral Hoftilities againil the Spa- 
niards, and his Catholic iYlajefty's Indian Val&Js. Nor is 
1739. • H h a Ai* 
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Ami. u Oco. n. this Contravention muck unlike that in t 724, they both be* 
*739- jng Contraventions of open Treaties made with Spain. 

« The 3d Contravention is founded on what was agreed to 
by his Catholic Majefly's Declaration, as the only Way to 
iormount fo many Difficulties in Debate. The Words are, 
' And in order that the (aid Convention may be figned, his 

* Catholic Majefty referves to himfelf, entire, the Riant of fu£ 
9 pending the Afficnto of Negroes, and to difpatch the Of- 

* ders neceflary for the Execution thereof, in cafe the Com- 
c pany does not fubrait to pay, within a Ihorttime, 68,000 /• 
4 Sterling, which it has confcfted to owe on the Profits of the 
' Ship the Royal Caroline : And that under the Validity and 

* Strength of this Proteft, and no otherwife, the figning the 

* faid Convention may be proceeded on, and in consequence 

* of this /pedal Condition, which may not be eluded on any 

* Pretence 'whatjbever, his Catholic Majefty has been in- 
* duced thereto.* 

* Nothing can be plainer or flronger than this Declaration, 
and yet, when the Conferences came to be opened, fo little 
Regard was paid to it, that the Englijh Plenipotentiaries be- 
gun with prefenting a Memorial to demand the EfFe&s taken 
in the Indies from the JJ/iettto Company, by way of Repri- 
fals in 1718 and 1727 ; and protcfted, that, until that Ac- 
count was cleared, there would be no Payment of 68,000 /. 
Sterlings which was the Balance of a fettled Account : Con- 
trary to all Juftice, they would confound a dated Sum, and 
put it upon an equal Foot with a Sum not at all Hated or 
fettled. His Majefty had offered two Schedules for the Vice- 
roys cf Peru and Mexico , with an Order to pay. without 
any Delay, to the AJfiento Company, what they inould prove 
due to them on account,of die faid Reprifals ; it was as much 
as he could grant : But the 6 3, coo /. Sterling was a fettled, 
dated, executive Debt, payable within a ihort Time j k was 
the Bafts and Foundation of the Convention, a Condition 
not to be eluded, under the Validity of which the figning 
was proceeded on, and not otherwife, as is cxprefsly fet forth 
in the Declaration, which was concerted with Mr. Keeme, 
and notified four Days before the figning the Convention. 
Whence it refults, that the Englijh, by eluding the faid Con- 
dition, have themfelves broke and vacated the Subltance and 
, Validity of the faid Convention. 

* The Pretence of the Englijh carries along with it ano- 
ther Contravention ; for, by the fecond feparate Article, 
this Affair was to be debated only in feparate Negotiations, 
and not in the Conferences. 

* The fourth Contravention is a Sequel to the former* 
The Englijh Plenipotentiaries defied to have it declared, 

(hat 
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that the King had not a Power to fufpend the Affiento Con- Aflo.ii.deo.IL 
trad, as being a national Treaty ; whereas the contrary was *7Sf^ 
expressly fpeofied in the abovementioned Dec!aration,on the ' '" ' wm 
Validity of which depended the Validity of the Convention, 
Every body muft fee, that the Englijb Minifby, Mead of 
obliging the Company to pay the King the 68,000/, are 
JeekjBg to dude the Payment of it, in Defiance of the Con* 
ventioa, and of the Declaration ; and would oblige the King 
to pay himfelf oat of other Funds, by fuch Artifices under* 
mining the very Foundation on which the Convention it 
built. 

* The fifth Contravention is making a direft Application 
to the King, for the Reftitution of an Englj/b Ship that wat 
taken fines the Convention was figned, contrary to the fe- 
cond feparate Article, that refers all Matters that (hall hap* 
pen fcftMeqaent to the tigning of the Convention, to the 
DiTcuffion of the Plenipotentiaries in the Conferences. 

* The fixth is,tbat whereas the Plenipotentiaries were to be 
furnifhed with Jnftraftkms within fix Months, yet it was 
eight Months before England had fent anv. 

* It will not be improper here to take Notice of the Eng- 
iijb Minsftry's little Faith in his Catholic Majcfly, though his 
Majefty had given a fair Example of Confidence in the 4th 
Article of the Convention An Eftimate having been made 
of fix or feven Ships, the Value whereof is comprised in tha 
05,000/. Sterling 1 it is in that Article agreed, that as his 
Majefty had lent Orders to the Indies to make Satisfaction for 
thole Ships, if it fhonld happen, that, in Confequence of his 
Orders, a Put, or the whole Value of the (aid Ships, mould 
be paid, the Sums fb paid mould be deduced out of the 
95,000 /. This hit Sum was to be paid in four Months, 
without making any Terms about the Money paid in the In- 
dies, purfuant to the aforeiaid Order ; his Catholic Majefty 
trailing entirely to the Honour and Juftice of the King of 
Great Britain. 

' The 7th Contravention is, That the Englijb Plenipoten- 
tiaries infifted on a Liberty of free Navigation in all the A- 
nurican Seas, churning a Right to it by the Laws of Nations, 
by Treaties, and particularly by the ijth Article of the 
Treaty of 1670. This is a dired Infraction of the firft Ar- 
ticle of the Convention, wherein it is exprefsly Aipulated, 

* That the refpeclive Pretenfions of the two Crowns, with re- 

* card to Trade and Navigation in America, and Europe \ fhall 

* be regulated and fettled in the Conferences, according to 
4 Treaties, which are there fpecified.' What is exacted here, 
as a manifefi inconteftable Right, is a Pretention and Claim 
in virtue of Treaties ; and there could not be a better Me- 
thod 




thod of fettling thofe Pretentions, than to acamfae «D too* 
Treaties thoroughly, and compare them together* ib ae to 
come at the true and boneft 8en(e and Meaning at them, with- 
out any Regard to Che partial Meanings or Conftradioos of 
either of the Parties. This was the Provmonal Anfwer the 
Catholic King gave to the EagUJh Plenipotentiaries Memo- 
rial of the ic4h of February } -nor could he have given any 
.Other, all Points relating to Trade and Navigation being fob- 
mitted by the Convention to the Determination of the Pie- 
ripoteutiaries. The Britijb Minifter infifteU (till on a free Na- 
vigation, and that it fhould not meet with any Interruption 
from the fyans/b Guarda Coftas. The King aafwered, Tbai 
there /bouti be m Interruption contrary to Treaties. There- 
upon the Minifter, in harm Terms, and in Defiance of the 
•Convention, infilled, That, without waiting to examine Trea- 
. ties, a fail Freedom of Navigation' irr all the American Seas 
fhould be forthwith agreed to. Engiemd has no Right of free 
Navigation, but to and from its own Colonies, in the lame 
'Manner as is ftipulated with the States-Genera), who nerer 
pretended to, or defined more. This being a critical Point, 
it is proper to explain it diilincHy and cleany. 

* It is declared by the eighth Article of the Treaty of U- 
trecbt in 1 71 3, That the Navigation of the Engli/b in Ame- 
rica (hall contidue on the fame Foot that it was in the Reign 
iof Charles the Second. It is beyond all Difpute, that, da- 
ring that Reign, alt Strangers were excluded by the randa- 

* mental Laws of the Kingdom, from trading with, or enter- 
ing into the Stanijb Weft-Indies ; and that the fate Liberty 
or Freedom thereof was referred to the Spaniards. By the 
fame Article, Queen Jnne obliged herielf not only to 00- 

.ferve r but Ukewiie to guarantee thofe fundamental Laws ; 
and, of confequence, could not pretend to any further or 
other Right of free Navigation, but to and from her own 
Colonies. It was all that thofe Laws did admit of, and all 
that was praftifed in the Reign of Charles the Second. The 

- Queen alio obliged herielf to pay a due Regard to, and gua- 

* rantee the Limits in thofe Times ; and, where any Encroach- 
ments had been made upon them, to reftore and fettle them 
upon the former ancient Footing. But this Part was not then 
complied with 3 which gives room for the prefent Disputes 

* about new Colonies, the Removal of Frontiers, and Ufarpa- 
tion of Territories and whole Iflands. 

' What has been now faid, is Efficiently fupported and 

proved by die Stipulation with the States G ene ra l in the 

thirty-firft Article of the -Treaty of Utrecht in 1713. His 

Catholic Majefty obliges himfelfto re-eftablifh and maintain 

' die Navigation and Trade ef theft &me tycsnykWift-te** 

.agreeable 
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igrttaMe * the Fwdaoeatal Laws of ^eifc, whfcfa psoU* *m.**G*>*U* 

bit all Foreign Nations from tradine with, or entring into Iffl. 
them i that Privilege and Benefit being refcrved folely for V— '^^ 
the Spmmjh Subjcdb of his Catholic Majefty ; and their 
High Mightinefies prorate to give his Majesty their Affiftance 
to fulfil this Article. In former. Treaties with them, all that 
was ftipulated was a free Navigation to their Colonies, and 
not to all the other Seas that were, within his Catholic Maje- 
fty 's IuriJdi£tion and Dominion, which are diitinguifhed op 
the Chara&er of the SfaniA Indits, whereunto all Entrance 
and Trade are prohibited lor very good Reafons : For ask it 
prohibited, as afbrefaid, to trade wkh, or enter .into tho 
Porta or Harbours of the Spanijh Indies, and Foreign NatEma 
having no Colonies that require patting near thofe Seas, the 
claiming a Right of free Navigation to or near them can be 
with no other View, nor for any other Purpofe than to incrcafr 
the illicit, unwarrantable Trade which the Bnghjb have for a 
bag Time and do mil carry on i a Trade that is already 
grown to too onreafonable an Extent, it yielding yearly fe* 
veral Millions, as they themfelves eonfefs - 9 a Trade that it 
contrary to all Laws of J uftke and Equity, prejudicial to the 
Trade aUow'd to, and enjoy'd by other Nations, and greatly 
hurtful and injurious to his Catholic Majefty 's Revenues and 
Government. 

« There is all the Reafon in the World to be furprized at 
this Demand, fince the English imagine, and pretend they 
may. even in the midft of Eur ft > aflame to themfelves the 
fepveme Dominion on the Ocean, though it be common te 
all Sovereigns whofe Dominions it wames ; and laying a 
Strefi on the Name they give it of Britijb Sea, would not 
only exact, that the Ships of all Nations mould ftrike their 
Colours before theirs in thafcSea, but have alfo endeavour'd 
to attribute to themfelves the Right of giving Leave to fifli in 
them, <nd to make other Powers pay for that liberty! 
How can thofe who form fuch groundless Pretentions in the 
Seas of Emrepe, whkh belong no more to them than to other 
Nations, exclaim agaiaft the Spaniards, when they do m> 
thing in Jmeriea, but refufe to abandon the Seas they po£ 
(e& all the Coafts of, to an arbitrary Navigation, and take joft 
Precautions againft Smuggling, and thcuelawrol Trade car* 
ned on in the ipanifle Dominions, which are the only Deugn 
or Obje& of that Navigation } 

* Whet has been laid above is alfo proved by the fifteenth 
Article of the Treaty of 1670, which is alledged ; for in the 
Beginning thereof it is mid, That each ef the cm*ra8ing 
Parties JoaH haw and retain the Urtyip 9/ the Seas\ 
Sirnjgbts, and fr^Jh Waters in America; aito* belonged t* 

them. 
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Am. t* Ge* If. Am. Then all die Seas are not free, and there are femi 
J 719- . proper Lordlhrps which the Sovereigns ought to enjoy pri* 
~ ' vately or exdufively of all others, arid, confequently, we 
mnft not understand thefe Words, free Navigation, other- 
wife than as they are limited at the End of the faid Article, 
viz. When nothing jhall have been committed againft ibe natu- 
ral Senfe and Di/pofition of tbe preceding Article*. And as it 
is regulated by the eighth Article, that the Sabjecls of either 
of the two contracting Kings fhall not navigate nor trade in 
the Dominions poflefled by the other Party in the faid Wcfteci 
Ifiands, it follows, that the faid free Navigation is limited to 
the Dominions which belong to one or other of the two Kings, 
and that the Treaty extlndcs all Navigation and Trade in 
the Dominions and Seas of the one to thofe of the other. 

This is the literal, natural and true Senfe of thefe Trea- 
ties, and what is therein underftood by the Words free Na- 
ligation . Every time that England will get them examined 
by its Minifters with thofe of Stain, as it was agreed they 
mould be by the Convention, fne will find (he has no juft 
Motive to complain , nor any Reafon to grant Letters of Re- 
prHab, which ought to be grounded on a Re r ufal of Juffice. 
And fince it is England who has infringed all the Arucks of 
the Convention, ana has herfelf fet an Example of it to the 
King of Stain, who, as has been feen, figned it only under 
the expreis Condition, that Regard mould be had to his De- 
claration, and the Protection therein inferted, the Denial 
of Joitice cannot be imputed to Spain, but, in fad, to Eng- 
land, who, by its pofterior Contraventions above-meation'd, 
has evaded and annulled the Convention, from which, not- 
withstanding the Contraventions above exprefled, neither of 
the two Parties can defift, becaufe* as it was drawn up by 
common Cenfent, there muft be a like Confent toduTolve it. 

' England had as little Reafon to older its Plenipotentiaries 
to break off the Conferences, at they did by their Memorial 
of 1 the ninth of Jufy ; the has not found her Intereft in ma- 
king thofe great Armaments, in preffing her Neighbours to 
arm in her Behalf, and foUiciting them to be ready at all 
Events, becaufe the Neighbours of the latter would, by fee- 
ing them make unfeafenable Preparations, and without any 
Neceffity, regulate themfelves by that Example, and would, 
on their Part, put themfelves on their Guard, and the pub- 
lic Tranquility would infallibly raffer by it. In this Cafe 
the bad Confequenccs thereof muft be imputed to thofe who 
perfuade, and thofe who fuffer themfelves to be perwaded. 
The only Aim of England is to maintain and preferve tor 
her Arms, and by. thofe of her Neighbours, the tmjuft U- 
ftrpationa of the iflands and Territories Alphas invaded ia 
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Breach of the Treaty of Utrtcbt, and to maintain her/elf in Ato.13 &•- H» 

the dandeftine Trade (he carries on, to the Prejudice of the a 1 73Sh 
lawful Trade of the Allies of Spain : Whereas that Crown 
leeks no other thing than to defend its Honour againft the 
Calumnies whereby it is attacked, and to maintain the Inte- 
teft of its Dominions, and thofe of its Allies, by fcrupo-. 
baity observing Treaties, offending or infulting no Nation, 
and feeing, but with Concern, the Breach England gives to 
the Peace, and, confequendy, to the public Repofe.* 

08. 23. War was proclaimed againft Spain by the He- 
ralds at Aims as follows : 

His Majesty's Declaration of Wax againft the King of Spain^ 

GEORGE R. 

* VT THereas many imjuft Seizures have been made, and 
YY Depredations carried on for fcveral Years in the 
Weft- Indies, hy Spanijh Guarda Co ft as, and other Ships, 
siting under the Commiifion of the King of Spain, or hk 
Governors, contrary to the Treaties fubufting between na 
and the Crown of Spain, and to the Law of Nations, to the 
great Prejudice of the lawful Trade and Commerce of oar 
SubjeSs ; and mat Cruelties and Barbarities have been ex* 
eiafed on the Perfons of divers of our Subjeds, whofe Veflela 
have been fo feiaed, and the Britijh Colours have been in- 
fulted in the moft ignominious Manner: And whereas we 
have canted frequent Complaints to be made to the King of 
Sfahy of theie violent and unjuft Proceedings, but no Satif- 
fa&ion or Redrefs has been given for the fame, notwithftand- 
ing the many Promifes made, and Ccdulas ifTued, figned by 
the laid King, or by hk Order, for that Purpefe : And 
whereas the Evils above-mentioned have been principally oc- 
casioned by an unwarrantable Claim and Pretention, let "up 
on the Part of Spain, that the Guarda Ccftas, and other 
Ships, authorized by the King of Spain, may (top, detain, 
and fearch the Ships and VeffeE of our Subjecls navigating 
in the American Seas, contrary to the Liberty of Naviga- 
tion, to which our Subjeds have not only an equal Right 
with thofe of the King of Spain, by the Law of Nations, 
but which is moreover exprefsly acknowledged and declared 
to belong to them by the moft folemn Treaties, and parti- 
colariy by that concluded in the Year One Thousand Six 
Hundred anjl Seventy : And whereas the fcid groundlefs 
Claim and Pretention, and the uniuft Practice of flopping, 
detaining, and fearching Ships and Veflela navigating in the 
17J9* i i Scaa 
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Ana. t% Ga.ff . Seas of America, is not only of the moft dangerous anl 
"TJ^- t deftrudive Confequence to the lawful Commerce of oar 
Subjects, but alio tends to interrupt and obftnid the free 
Intercourfe and Correspondence between our Dominions in 
Eurtpe, aud our Colonies and Plantation* in America, and 
by Kieans thereof to deprive us and our Subie&s of the Be- 
nefit of thofe Colonies, and Plantations ; a Conftderation of 
the higheft Importance to us and our Kingdoms; and a 
Practice which muft affecl, in its Coiifcquenoa, all other 
Princes and States of Europe, poflefled of Settlements in 
the JVeft-hdies, or whofe Subjects carry on any Trade thi- 
ther: And whereas, befides the notorious Grounds of 
Complaint above-mentioned, many other Infractions have 
been made on the Part of Spain, of the fevera* Treaties 
and Conventions fubfifling between us and that Crown, and 
particularly of that concluded in the Year One Thodaod 
Six Hundred and Sixty Seven, as well by the exorbitant 
Duties and impofitions laid upon theTrade and Comnieice 
of our Subje&s, as by the Breach of ancient and eftaljliAed 
Privileges, ftipnlated for them by the faid Treaties ; for the 
kedrds of which Grievances the ftrongeft Inftances have 
been, from time to time, made by our feveral Minifters re- 
ading within Spain, without any Eflfecl : And whereas a 
Convention lor making Reparation to our Subjecls for the 
Loffes fuftamed by them, on Account of the unjuft Seizures 
and Depredations committed by the Spaniards in America, 
and in order to prevent for the future all the Grievances and 
Cades of Complaint therein taken Notice of, and to re- 
move abfolutcly, and for ever, pvery thing which might 
five Occafion thereto, was concluded between us, and the 
Una of Spain, on the Fourteenth Day of January laft, 
if. $ . by which Convention it was ftipufated, that a certain 
Sum of Money mould be paid at London, within a Term 
therein Specified, as a Balance admitted to be due on the 
Fart of Spain, to the Crown and Subjects of Great Britain ; 
which Term expired on the Twenty-fifth Day of May laft, 
and the Payment of the faid Sum was not made according to 
the Stipulation for that Purpofe ; by which Means the Con- 
vention above-mentioned was manileuly violated and broken 
by the King of Spain, and our Subjects remained without 
any Satisfaction, or Remration for the many grievous Loffes 
fuflained by them ; and the Methods agreed upon by the 
laid Convention, m order to the obtaining future Security 
for the Trade and Navigation of our Subjelb, are, contrary 
to goad faith, frustrated and defeated ; m Confequence of 
which, we found ourfelves obliged, for vindicating the Ho- 
nour of our Crown, and for procuring lUpanuion and Sa« 
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tisfa&ion for our injured Subjects, to order, that general ft*- Am. *j Geo.IL 
piials would be granted againft the laid Kiag of Spain, his 
Vailals, and Subjects, andtheir Ships, Goods, and Effects: 
And whereas the Court of Spain has been induced to colour 
the open Violation of the Convention aforeiaid, by Reafons 
and Pretences, which are void of all Foundation j and. at 
the fame Time; has not only published an order, figned by 
the faid King, for feizing the Ships, Goods, and Effects 
belonging to us, and our Subjects, wherever they (hall be 
met with, but has caufed Seizures to be actually made of the, 
Goods and Effects of our Subjects, reading in his Dominions, 
and has alio ordered our (aid Subjects to deport out of the 
Sp*mjh Jttominiens, within a fhort, limited Time, contrary 
to the exprefs Stipulations of the Treaties between the two 
Crowns, even in cafe of a War actually declared : VVe have 
taken into our Royal and moil ferious Confidferation thefe in- 
juries, which have been offered to us, and our Subjects, and 
the manifeft Violation of the feveral Treaties iobfifting be- 
tween the two Crowns, all which have* been in many Parti- 
ticulars eluded, or evaded, by the unwarrantable* Behaviour 
of the Court of Spain, and their Officers, nolwithftanding 
the repeated Inilances we have given of our Defire to cul- 
tivate a jpod Underfbmding with the King of Stain, and 
the eflential Proofs of our Friendfhip and Kegara for ham 
and his Family, which We have demonflrated to all the 
World ; and being fjlly fattsfied, that the Honour of our 
Crown, the Intereit of our Subjects, and that Regard which, 
ought to be had to the moil folenm Treaties, call upon ua 
to make uie of the Power which God has given us*, for 
vindicating our undoubted Rights, and fecuring to our loving 
Subjects the Privileges of Navigation and Commerce to 
which they are juftly entitled ; We therefore, relying on the 
Help of Almighty God, who knows the Uprightneis of our 
Intentions, have thought fit to declare, and do hereby declare 
War againft the faid King of Spain ; and we will, inpurfuance. 
of fuch Declaration, vigoroufly profecute the faid War, being 
allured of the ready Concurrence and Affifbnce of all our 
loving Subjects in lb jufl aCaufe, wherein the Honour of* 
our Crown, the Maintenance of our foletan, Treaties, and 
the Trade and Navigation of our Subjects ( which are fo ef- 
fential to the Welfare and Profperitv of this Nation, and- 
which we are determined, at all Times, with our utmeft 
Power to prefcrve and fupport ) are fo gready concerned : 
And we do hereby will and require our Generals and Com- 
manders of our Forces, our Commiftionefs for executing the 
Office* of High Admiral of Great Britain, our Lieutenante 
of our feveral Counties, Grtvtfrnors of our forts and Gar- 
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Ann.13Cto.lt rhltas, and all other Officers and Soldiers under ttfetn, hf 
«739« Sea and Land, to do, and execute all A&s of Hoftility in 

fcff. -"^i J ^ profecution of this War againft the faid King of Spain, 
his Vaflals, and Subjects, and to oppofe their Attempts ; and 
we do hereby command, as well our own Subjeds, as ad- 
-Tertife all other Perfons, of what Nation foever, not to 
ttanfport* or cany any Soldiers, Arms, Powder, Ammuni- 
tion, or other contraband Goods, to any of the Territories, 
Lands, Plantations, or Countries of the faid Ring of Spain % 
declaring?, that whatfoever Ship or Veflel (hall be met withal, 
transporting,' or carrying any Soldiers, Anns, Powder, Am- 
munition, or other contraband Goods, ttf any of the Ter- 
ritories, Lands, Plantations, or Countries of the faid f~' 
Of Spain, the fame being taken, (hall be condemned as \ 
and lawful Prifce. 

Given at our Court at Ktnfington the Nineteenth Day 
of O8ober f 1739. in the Thirteenth Year of our 
Rtign. 

Gddfrtte the KING. 

The SIXTH SESSION of the Second Parliament 
Of King Gtorge the Second, was opened Nwembsr 15, 1759, 
with a Gracious Speech from the Throne to both Houies 1 
Which fee in Chandlers Hiftory An: 13* Geo. II: 1739. 
p. 88, and his Majeily being withdrawn, the Lord Hint** 
ro(e up and fpoke to the following Effeft. 

Lord Breton. * My Lords, as you have heard his Majefty's moft gra* 

dous Speech from the Throne, and as it is our Duty to re- 
turn fome fort of Anfwer by way of an Addrefs, I fhould not 
think mvfelf under a Neceffity to fay any thing in Favour of 
the Motion which I am to make, in purfuance of a Cufiom 
fo reafonable and fo long eftabliflied, it it were not chat, up- 
on fo extraordinary and fo important an Occafion, I think 
we ought to exprefsour Duty and Affe&ion to our Sovereign, 
in Terms more explicit fhan ufual. For this Reafon, I moil 
beg leave to (ay fome thine with Regard to the Meafures his 
Majefty has purfued, and. with Regard to the Situation in 
which we are at prefent. 

* As to the Meafures purfacd by his Majefty, my Lords, 
it is well known, that he has in every Thing followed the 
Advice given him by his Parliament. According to that Ad- 
Vice, he endeavoured as much as poffible to obtain Juftke 
ted Satisfaction from Spain by peaceable Means. He even 

avoided 



. . . t *53 ) 
rto&d patting the Nation to the Expence of warlike Pre- Aim. 13 G*>« W, 
parations, oil he was advifed by his Parliament to infift pe- , *1?*1_ 
remptorily upon immediate Satisfaction for pail Injuries, and 
abfblute Security againft future ; and when the Spaniards faw 
that his Majefiy, by the Advice of his Parliament, not only 
threaten'd, but was preparing to make the juft Refentmerit 
of this Nation fall heavy upon them, they then thought fit to 
procraftinate at leaft the Efieclsof that Refentment, by agree- 
ing to reafonable Terms . 

' To a trading Nation, my Lords, efpecially a Natioit 
like this, whofe fntereft it is to remain fatisfied with its own 
Pbfleffions, without attempting to make Conquefb upon ip 
Nrighbours, a State of War muft always be dangerous and 
inconvenient, and can never be attended with any great Ad-* 
vantage. This his Majefty was fully feftfible of, and there- 
fore he fatified the Convention agreed to by Spain, This 
the Parliament was fully fenfible of, and therefore that 
Convention was laft Seffion approved of by a Majority in 
each Houfe of Parliament, tno* both hb Majefty ana his 
Parliament few that it was not fo fatbfaclory as might 
have been expe&ed, and that as to moft of the Articles in 
Difpme, it was rather a Preliminary than a definitive Treaty ; 
but by a Fatality, happy, I hope, for this Nation, the Spa- 
niards rcfofed to comply with the Terms they fo folemnly a- 
greed to by that Convention, tho* thofe Terms were the moft 
moderate rib Nation could accept of, and more moderate by 
far than the Spaniards had Reafon to believe we would ac- 
cept of. Thefe Terms, I fay, without the leaft Failure on 
our Part, the Spaniards thought fit not to comply with, and 
thereby they rendered it neceftary for hb Majefiy to begin 
Hoftilities againft them, in purfuance of that Advice which 
had been given him by his Parliament. Thb he according- 
ly did as loon as he could find an Opportunity, and when he 
found, that the gentle Method of ReprifaJs would not be 
fofficient for bringing them to Reafon, he declared War a* 
gainfi them in Farm. 

* Thus, my Lords, his Maiefly has, in every Step cf his 
paft Conduct, purfued that Advice which was given him by 
his Parliament. From hence we may prefume, he will fol- 
low the fame Advice in every Step of his future Conduct ; 
and from hence we may promife ourfelves Succefs in all our 
public Undertakings ; for this Nation has always been happy 
and fhcce&ful, when our Sovereign followed the Advice of 
his Parliament. In all fuch Cafes, the Parliament unani- 
roouily agreed to fupport their Sovereign, in the Purfuit of 
thole Meafures which they themfelves had advifed : It was 
their Doty to do fo ; and the People heartily concurred in 
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n»tjG«o.H, rendering every Step fuccefsful. This has teen the happy 
X 7J^ t State of this Nation in fome former Reigns, and as none of 
" our Kings ever fhewed a greater Regard for the Advice of 
Parliament, than his prefent Majefty has always done, I hope 
that, in Duty and Aftedtion to their Sovereign, the prefent 
Generation will take Care not to fall fhort of their Anceftors 
an anv former Reign. 

« His Majefty. my Lords, by your Advice, is now engaged 
in an open and declared War. It is one of the moft juft and 
neceflary .Wars* this Nation was ever engaged in * for the 
Spaniards have not only heaped many Injuries upon us, but 
have broke thro 4 the mod iolemn Engagements that were 
ever made by any Nation. What their Reafon was for treat- 
ing us in this contemptuous Manner, his Majefty has told us 
in his Speech from the Throne, and I am convinced it was 
the only true Reafon. They faw there were great Animofi- 
ties and Divisions amongft us, and from thefe they hoped to 
reap fome Advantage, in cafe of a War 1 or perhaps they ima- 
gined, our Government would not, on Account of thele Ani- 
mofities and Divisions, dare to vindicate the Honour, or af- 
fert the Rights of the Nation, tf their Hopes of Impunity 
were founded upon the latter of thefe Expectations, they 
have already found themfelves difappointed ; and If upon 
the former, I hope, they will at lad find themfelves equally 
miftaken ; I hope the Unanimity that ftiall this Day be (hewn, 
in agreeing to what 1 am to propofe, will convince them, 
that if there were any Divifions amongft us, they are now 
at an End ; and that therefore they can from thence expect 
no Advantage in the Profecution of .the War. 

* This, rhy Lords, may probably put a fpeedy, as well as 
honourable End to the War, which is, I am fure, what every 
one of your Lordfliips moil heartily withes to fee. His Ma- 
jefty has already taken ail poftible Care, by providing for 
our Defence at home, to prevent its being in the Power of 
our Enemies to hurt us ; and as foon as the Seafon will per- 
mit, we may attack them with fuch a Force, as they cannot, 
in all human Probability, refiu\ They can, therefore, bave 
no Hopes in profecutine, no more than they had in provok- 
ing the Waf, but fuch as are founded upon Divifions a- 
mongft ourfelves. If it had not been for fuch Hopes, I am 
fully convinced they would never have provoked us to War; 
and o£ by a cordial Union amongft ourfelves, we mould put 
an End to thefe Hopes, I am as fully convinced, they will 
foon begin to think of preventing a farther Profecution by a 
ipeejdy Submiilion. 

' For this Reafon, my Lords, we ought this Day, I think, 
to be more full and explicit in our Expieffions of Duty and 
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Aflfe&on to his Majefly, than is ufcal upon fodt Occafions ; Ate. »j 6«l & 
and, for the fame Reafon, we ought to bo unanimous in *T39^ 
thole ExprdBons of Duty and Affection that are neceflary *■ 
upon th» Oecaiion. This is what I moft heartily wilh for, 
and therefore I have taken all poflible Care to avoid iafert- 
ing aay thing in my PropoiitioB, that may occasion the lcaft 
Obje&ian qr Difficulty. If there is am> thing in it that* 
to (one Lords, may appear a little extraordinary, I hope 
I have given fofficient Reafons for it, therefore fhall add 
no more, hut conclude with moving your Lordfliiw, 
'That an humble Addxefs be prefented to his Majefty, 
to return Thanks for his moft gracious Speech from the 
Throne. -~™ To declare, that .the great Regard, whkhhk 
Majefry hath expreffed for the Scnfe of both Houfe* of Par* 
foment, in his Proceedings with the Court of Spain, is m 
Continuance of that Goodnds and Concern for the true Ia-» 
tereft of his People, which we have fo often experienced 9 
and that his Majefty's Defire to have the Advice and At* 
fiftanoe of his Parliament, as early as poflible, in this invt 
portant Conjuncture, is a frefli Proof of his Confidence in 
his faithful Subjects. — That the J u it ice and Neceffity of 
the War, which bis Majefly has been pleafed to declare a« 
gaioft Spam, muft be as demonftrable to all the World, as 
the violent and intolerable Methods pradifed by that Na-» 
tion, to interrupt and diftrd* the Commerce and Navigation 
of thefe Kingdoms, are notorious ; and, that it is the high- 
eft Aggravation of this offensive and inexeu&ble Conduit, 
that it has been ohftinately purfued, in Breach of the moA 
iblemn Engagements, and in Defiance of the higheft Ob* 
ligations of Friendship and good Offices : But, that finco 
Grtmt-Brkain has been thus unavoidably called forth to 
Arms, we efteem it our peculiar Felicity, that we have a 
Prince upon the Throne, who, with paternal Tendernefs, 
joins in the juft Refentmenta of an injured Nation; and 
whole Magnanimity and Steadinefs are equal to the glorious 
Caufe in which he is engaged. — That on this Occafion, the 
enfeigned Tender of our Lives and Fortunes is no more than 
is due to his Majefly, and our Country -, and that we do, 
from the Bottom of our Hearts, give his Majefly the ftrongi 
eft AfTurances that we will zealoufly concur in all fiich Mea- 
sures, as may forward his Reparations, and enable him ta 
carry on the War with that Spirit and Vigour, which truly 
become the Britijb Name. — 'That his Majejty's Gaodneit 
in acquainting us from the Throne, that he has augmented 
his Forces by Sea and Land, purfuant to the Power given 
him by Parliament, with all the Moderation that was con* 
fiftent with thofe defivabk Ends, whkh he, in his royal WiA 
dojo, 4ias pointed out to us, is an laaftance. of his Majefly *» 
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Aaa* 13 Geo. II. gracious Drfpbhtion to avoid bringing any unhecefTary Bur^ 
« 1?** ^ ena u P° n n ^ P^pk : And, that tho' we cannot flatter oar- 
V^i »-y"« mj f e j ves> tnat a State of War will not be attended with great 
Expences, and Tome Inconvenienties \ yet, when it is un- 
dertaken, not to gratify the Views of reillefs Ambition, but 
to afTert and maintain the Honour and jail Rights of his 
Majeily's Crown and Kingdoms, we «ioubt not, bat thofe 
powerful Motives will induce all his Subjects to undergo with 
Chearfulnefs, "whatever is nccefiary in the Frofecutiaii of it. 
-1 — That it gives us inexpreflible Concern, that there Ihoold 
b« any Occaiion for his Majesty to repeat his gracious Ad- 
monitions againil thofe Heats and Animofities, which have 
been fomented throughout the Kingdom : That as we can- 
not but moft feriaafly lament the unhappy Divmons thereby 
eccaiioned, fo nothing mail he wanting on our Part to heal 
them, by promoting that good Harmony and Unanimity, 
which are fo neceflary at this Juncture : And that we tniii 
in God, that any Hopes or Views formed by our Enemies, 
ypon fuch Ciraimftances, will be found utterly vain and 
groundless ; fince all his Majefty's Subjects muft be convinced,, 
that the Security of our Religion and Liberties, and the 
Safety and Profperity of theie Kingdoms, do entirely de- 
pend on the Prefervation of his facjed Perfon and Govern- 
ment, and of the Proteftant Succelfion in his royal Home, 
•p— -That in this .common Caufe, Intereft, as well as Daty, 
will make us unite ; and that we do with the greateft Zeal 
and Firmnefs allure his Majefty, that, we ate determined, at 
the Hazard of all that is dear to us, to fupport it againft all 
his Enemies, both at home and abroad ; imploring the di- 
vine Providence to give Succeft to his Arms, and make then 
the happy Means 01 procuring a fafe and honourable Peace.* 

This Motion being feconded by the Lord Vifcount Fal- 
e*nberg % Lord Carteret Hood up, and fpoke tQ the following 
Effect. 

I*ri Carteret. * My Lords, as the Motion the noble Lord has been 
pleafed to make is pretty long, I cannot pretend to remem- 
ber exactly the Words, and as, upon hearing it read, I ob* 
ferved fame Words which, to me, feemed not quite fo right, 
I mull deiire the Favour to have the Motion in my Hand. 
(The Motion being delivered to him, after pending it, he 
went on thus) My Lords* as this is one of the grcatetf, one 
of the moil important Conjunctures that ever happened to 
this Nation, I defire and wifh as heartily as the noble Lo.d 
who made you this Motion, or any Lord can do, that we 
may be unanimous in the Resolution we come to upon this 
Occaiion. The greateft Part of the noble Lord's Motion, 
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I highly approve of. There are only a few Words toward* Ana. 13 G*. If* 
die latter End, which I think might have been left out ; x 739* 
and as they are, in ray Opinion, quite unneceflary, I hope 
the noble Lord will, for the Sake of that Unanimity he fo 
much deftres, agree to have them left out of his Motion. 
The Words I mean are, That it gives us inexpreflible Con- 
cern, with the following, which make the laft Paragraph 
but one, of the noble Lord's Motion. Thcfe Words, I 
humbly think, my Lords, are quite unneceflary ; and, as 
they may give Offence to (bme Lords, and may occasion an 
Oppofition to a Refblution, which would otherwife be unani- 
mooily agreed to, I hope the noble Lord will not infift 
upon their (landing a Part of his Motion. But I offer this 
as my Opinion only, I do not make it my Motion, becaufc 
I am reiolved to wait tiH I hear what may be faid by other 
Lords upon this Head. 

' My Lords, we have now weathered the Point of Ne- 
gotiation, and are fairly launched out in the open Sea of 
a declared War. God grant we may meet with a pros- 
perous Gale. We have human Probability of our Side, and 
as we have Juftice likewMe of our Side, we have reafon to 
expecl the Favour of Providence ; therefore, I have no doubt 
of a fuccefsful Voyage, if we take care to put ourfelves un- 
der the Dire&ion of good Pilots. Mmifters and Negotiators 
will not, I hope, J am fore they ought not now. to be our 
Advifers. We have good Generals, we have brave and ex* 
perienced Admirals : We mult now chuie them for our Pi- 
lots : We muft take their Advice ; and, if their Advice be 
taken, and vigproufry purfued, I mall not hereafter find fault 
with Events, on account of any crofs Accidens we may meet 
with in the Profecution of the War. Providence only can 
direct Events, but Men cap plan ; and if the Plan be good, 
if the Scheme be well laid, no Man ought to find fault with 
the Event But, if the forming of our Schemes for the 
Profecution of the War be left to ignorant and pufillanimous 
Counfellors,. we cannot expeft they fhould be right ; and a 
wrong Scheme may be found fault with, even tho' the Event 
(hould, by an extraordinary lnterpofitioa of Providence, 
prove fuccefsruh 

* In the Profecution of the prefent War, I hope every 
Man will, in his proper Sphere, contribute as much as he 
can towards the Succefs of his Country. My Lords, I am 
perfuaded every Man will ; becaufe no War was ever entered 
into with greater Unanimity amongft all Ranks and De- 
grees of Men. We cannot, therefore, juftly fay any Thing, 
upon this Occafion, of Animofities and Divifions. If there 
Were ever any domeftic Animofities or Divifions amongft us, 
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Ann. 13 Geo. II. they were occafioned by our tamely fubmittlng to fo many 
, 739« foreign Infults. Thefe his Majelty's Declaration of War has 
put an End to, and nothing can revive them but a Slackncfs 
in the Profecution. For this Reafon I wiih they had not 
been mentioned upon this Occasion. I'm afraid it is omi- 
nous : 1 1 looks as if fome People were fufpicious that the 
War will not be pufhed in i'uch a vigorous Manner as a People 
greatly injured, and juftly enraged, may have Reafon to 
expeft. if this be the Cafe, they have good Reafon to 
warn us a gain ft Animofities and Divifions ; but their Warn- 
ings will he in vain. Our former Divifions will rgvive, and 
our Animofities may increafe to fuch a Degree, as to endan- 
ger the domeftic Tranquillity of the Nation, unlets they be 
appeared by a Sacrifice of thofe who were the Caufe of their 
being revived. 

« For this Reafon, I fay, my Lords, I wifh I had heard 
nothing of Animofities or Divifions upon this Occafion ; and 
I am lurprized how any fuch Thing could creep into his Ma- 
jeily's Speech. In a free Country, fuch as this, Lords or 
Gentlemen may differ in their Opinions about publk Mea- 
fures ; and as the Intereft of their Country is concerned, 
they may, they ought to fupport their Opinions with Fer- 
vency and Zeal ; But that Difference in Opinion is not to be 
called a Divifion ; nor is that Fervency to be called Animo- 
fity. Something of our Diviupns and Animofities was, I re- 
member, mentioned in a Piece that was handed about as the 
Manifesto of Spain. This I was no way furprized at ; be- 
caufe in Spain they can have no Difference in Opinion aboat 
public Meafures ; at leaft, if they have, they dare as little 
declare it, as they dare declare their Difference of Opinion 
about Matters of Faith or Religion ; therefore, they might, 

Cobably mifiake the one for the other, by fuppoiing that to 
: a Divifion amongft us, which was really nothing but a Dif- 
ference in Opinion, But, I hope, his Majefty's Minifters 
are better acquainted with the Conftitution of their Country, 
than to fall into any fuch Mifiake ; and they fhould parti- 
cularly, upon this Occafion, have avoided faying any thing 
about Divifions or Animofities, becaufe it will confirm the 
Spaniards in the Mifiake they are in ; and may, as the noble 
Lord apprehends, encourage them to continue the War, in 
hopes that they may be able to reap fome Advantage from 
our Divifions. 

* From hence your Lordfhips mufr fee, that no fuch Thing 
ought to have been mentioned in his Majeity's Speech from 
the Throne ; ,and much lefs, I am fure, ought it to be men- 
tioned in our Addrefs. If his Majefly's Miniflers have fallen 
into a Mifiake, and a Mifiake too that may be attended with 
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fudi a bad Confequence, as that or prolonging the War, Ann. 13 Geo. ft* 
ftull we, in our Addrefs, out of pure Comphuiance, echo , 739- 

that Miftake back to the Throne, and thereby render infal- 
lible the bad Confequence which we might otherwife have 
prevented ? Shall we, *my Lords, be fo uncharitable as to 
think, and much lefs to fay, that all thofe who differ from, 
us in Opinion about public Meafures* are Promoters of Di- 
vifions, and Fomenters of Heats and Animofities ? It is iin- 
poflible that any Lord mould expect an unanimous Concur- 
rence in fuch Expreffions* They are Expreflions that can 
properly be made ufe of by none but the arbitrary M in liters 
of an abfolute Monarch ; and therefore, I was not a litrJe fur- 
prized at feeing any Thing like them in his Majefty's Speech 
from the Throne ; but I was much more furprized, to find 
the Obilinacy of the Spaniards imputed to the Heats and 
Animofities that have been fomented amorgft us. it is a 
Maxim in this Houfe, to look upon his Vf ajefty's Speech from 
the Throne, as the Speech of his Miniilers ; and nothing 
can contribute more to (hew the Juftnefs of this Maxim, than 
that of imputing the ObflLiacy of tht*Spa*iards to any Heatt 
or Animofities that have been fomented amongft us. 

* Almoft every Man in the Nation, I believe, is now con- 
vinced, at lcaft every Man that thinks at all about public 
Affairs, muft be convinced* that the ftrange Obilinacy of thd 
Spaniards has all along proceeded from the known Paifivity of 
our Minivers. We fubmitted tamely to the firit. Infult they 
put upon us, that encouraged them to put a Second : We 
bore the fecond with Patience, that encouraged them to put 
a Third. Upon the Third we modeftly complained, and 
humbly prayed to negotiate ; that encouraged them to put 
a Fourth : And thus we continued fubmitting and negotiat ng, 
and they continued plundering and infulting, till, at laft, I 
really believe, they began to think that no fort of Treat- 
ment could provoke us to commence Hoftilities, or declare 
War againft them. Thus, by the tame and fubmiffive Tem- 
per of our Miniilers, the Spaniards have been encouraged to 
hold fuch a Conducl towards us, as to make it neceffary, even 
for our Mimiters, to have Recourfe to Arms ; and flow thofe 
very Miniiten, in order to remove the Load off of their own 
Shoulders, come and tell us, that thofe who complained of 
their fubmiffive Conduct, and often told them what it would 
end in, were Fomenters of Heats and Animofities ; and that 
thofe Heats and Animofities were the chief Caufe of that Ob- 
fiinacy which Spain has (hewn in her Conducl towards us. 

* J ftull readily grant, my Lord?, that the juft Complaints of 
our plundered Merchant 6 ., ar.d the Regard fhewn to thofe 
Complaints by the whole Nation, excepting a very few Perfons. 
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Aoou 13 Geo. n. were the immediate Caufe of the War, becaufe they forced 
x 7ft* . our Minifters to alter their Conduft ; but, I hope, neither the 
Complaints of the Merchants, nor the Regard fhewn to them 
by the People, are to be called Heats and Animofities ; and 
call them by what Names you will, they were not this Cade, 
bat the Etteft of that Obftinacy in Spain y of wtiich the 
Tamenefs of our Minifters was the Caufe ; consequently, it 
5s in this Tamenefs alone we are to feek for the original 
Caufe of the prefcnt War ; for if our Minifters had refented, 
as they ought, the firft Injury that was done to our Mer- 
chants by die Spaniards, it would have prevented a fccond ; 
and, for the firft, we might by ReprHals, if not by fair Means, 
have obtained Redrefs, without coming to an open Rupture : 
Or if we had then come to an open Rupture, we fhould have 
prevented a very great Prejudice the Nation has fufrered by 
an Interruption of its Trade, and many considerable Lofles 
our Merchants have, fuftain'd by the plundering and feizing 
their Ships ; and I believe no Man will fay, we had not then 
as favourable an Opportunity for engaging in a War againft 
Spain, as we have at prefcnt. 

' Having thus, my Lords, (hewn what it really was, that 
encouraged the Spaniards to provoke us to War, I muft ob- 
ferve, that if they ftill continue obftinate, it will, I believe, 
be owing to the fame Caufe. They are fenfible of the Su- 
periority of our naval Force, which, at the fame time that 
it enables us to hurt them in the moft fenfible Part, may pre- 
vent their being able to hurt us in any ; and they can have 
no hopes to reap any Advantage from thofe Divifions and 
Animofities, which, if there were any amongft us, his Ma- 
jefty has put a final End to, by declaring War againft them. 
Their Hopes, therefore, can depend upon nothing but upon 
our not profecuting the War with Wifdom and Vigour. They 
may, perhaps, hope, that the fame perplex'd and timorous 
Spirits will hereafter prevail in our warlike Meafures, that 
formerly prevailed in our peaceful Negotiations ; and if they 
continue obftinate in profecuting the War, I mail conclude 
that the); entertain fome fuch Hopes 5 bnt I trull in God 
they'll find thenlfelves difappointed. Our Generals and our Ad- 
mirals are Men of a different Caft from what they have expe- 
rienced in our Minifters and Negotiators ; and if the Conduft 
of the War be committed to the Care of our Generals and Ad- 
mirals, as I hope it will, the Spaniards will loon find they 
have' no- thing to truft to, but our Mercy and Forgivenefs. 

' I fhall join with the noble Lord in fuppofing, that every 
one of your Lordlhips withes to fee a fpeedy as well as ho- 
nourable End to the War. It is very much the Bufinds of 
jftis Nation to make the War as fort as poflible ; and the 
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moft effectual Method for rendering it fhort, is to make it Attn, xz Geo. IT. 
violent. War is a fort of Storm, and like other Storms, the »739^ 

more violent it is, the fooner it will be over. " If we pufh it ^ 
vigoroufly, and in the right Place, it cannot be of long 
Continuance. For this Purpofe the Weft- Indies is the only 
proper Place. We may plague and harrafs the Enemy by 
making Incuriions upon the Continent of Old Spain, and by 
burning the Ships in their Harbours, as often as we can get 
an Opportunity ; but America i! the Place' where we ought 
to direct our chief Force. There the Spaniards cannot refill 
us, and there we may do more than make Incuriions. We 
may there take and h Id fuch Places, as we think may be 
either convenient or ufeful. It is what Spain cannot hinder ? 
It is what Eurote cannot prevent; and by holding the Placet 
we take, we add to our own Strength, at the fame Time that 
we diminilh the Strength of our Enemy. 

* The late King William i (hall always, my Lords, have 
a great Regard for. His Actions were right: Even hb 
Thoughts were right. He knew the moft proper Way for 
this Nation to pufii a War againit Spain. He knew that 
the Weft-Indies was the Place where we could moft injure 
the Enemy, and benefit ourielves. For this Reafon, in the 
Treaty of Grand Alliance concluded between the Emperer, 
England, and Holland, in the Year 1701, he took care, by 
the 6th Article of that Treaty, to ftipulate, that it fhould 
be lawful for him, and the Lords* the States General, by 
common Advice, and for the Benefit and Enlargement of the 
Navigation and Commerce of their Subjects, to feize, by 
their Forces, what Lands and Cities they could, belonging^ 
to the Spanijb Dominions in the Indies ; and that whatsoever 
they fhould fo take, fhould be their own. That great and 
wife Prince did not live to profecute his- Defign ; but this Ar- 
ticle (hews what were his Thoughts, and even the Thoughts 
of fuch a Man may be of great Ufe to his Country. After 
his Death, we had not fuch an Influence upon the Councils 
of the States General, as we had before. They began to 
think it was mote for the Intereft of the Confederacy to 
make Conqucfb in Europe than to make Conquefb in the 
Indies, therefore they rerufed to join with us in any Under- 
taking againit the Spanijb Dominions in the Indies, and we 
couldnot engage in any fuch without their Concurrence. The 
War, 'tis true, coald hardly be more glorious and fuccefs- 
ful than it was ; bat it would probably have been of fhort cr 
Duration, and would certainly have been more advantageous 
for this Nation, if the Scheme formed by King William had 
keen followed in every Part. 
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Aab. 13 Ceo. 11^ * If we have now, my Lords, th6 Misfortune oiF having 
'7 39- no Allies, we have, at lead, this Advantage refuking from 
it, That in our prefent War a^pind Spain, we may follow 
the Plan laid down by that glorious Pr nee without any Re- 
straint, and without afking the Advice of any Power in Eu- 
rope i therefore, I hope this is the Plan now refolved on, 
for our future Operations. 1 hope -they will be chiefly di- 
re&ed towards feizingfuch Lands and Cities belonging to the 
Spanijb Dominions in the Indies, as may contribute to- 
wards the Benefit and Enlargement of our Navigation and 
Commerce ; or at lead, fuch as are neceiLry for fecuring the 
Freedom of that Navigation and Commerce, which we have 
now a Right to in thofe Parts of the World. We have met 
with fuch Provocations from Spain, as mull reader this War 
jud on our Part, in the Eyes of every impartial judge ; aniiy 
in the Profecution of a jud War, no Power in Europe has a 
Right, few of them can have an Inclination to direct us, or 
to retrain us from making fuch Conquefls as may be fufficient 
lor anfwering the Charge of the W ar, as well as fuch as may 
be neceilary for preventing our meeting with any InjulHce for 
(he future. 

' The Spaniards, my Lords, have for m*ny Years beha- 
ved towards us,* not only in the mod unjuil, but in the molt 
cruel and barbarous manner. They have not only in the 
molt contemptuous manner infulted the Crown, but they 
have in the mod barbarous manner injured the Subject* of 
thefc Kingdoms ; and that, at a Time when they were pro- 
feifing the greated Kriendlhip towards us, and receiving ma- 
ny Ads of Friendiliip from us. They have for fcveral Fear* 
been dealing with us in the moil treacherous manner : But [ 
mail avoid giving hard Names. I would not give hard 
Words even to the Spaniards ; but I would, and I hope *c 
(hall, give them very hard Blows ; and that, upon the moil 
fenfible Part. Every one knows, my Lords, where that is. 
It is in America where we can make them feel moil knfibl/ 
the Weight of our Refentment ; It is by Conquefls in that 
Part of the World, where we can mofl effectually fecure or 
enlarge our Commerce and Navigation; and it is there, 
where they can lead refid us. if they have none to afliil them, 
we mud, by attacking them vigorously in that Part of the 
World, bring the War to a fpeedy Iffue, and to an Iffue that 
will be advantageous as well as glorious to. this Nation. 

* What then have we to fear, my Lords I From a War 
with the Spaniards we have nothing to fear ; but from a 
Peace with them, unlefs it be fuch a one as we fliall prefcribe, 
we have a great deal to fear. Former Experience has 
fliewn, that we have nothing to fear from the Force of their 
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Xrms in Tunc of War; but late Experience has fliewn, Ma.i^Gm.fL 
that we have fome'thmg to fear from their Treachery in Time ' 739- 
of Peace. But fome Perfons amongft us may, perhaps, be v 
frightened, left the Spaniards mould be affifted by fome of the- 
other Powers of Europe* My Lords, they can be afliiled by 
none but the French ; and France, in its present Circum-. 
nance, and according to that which feems to be its prefent 
Scheme of Politics, will, I believe, be very loth to engage 
in a War with this Nation. The great Age of him who 
dow fo worthily prefides over the Councils of that King- 
dom, muft make him defire to end his Days in Peace ; and 
therefore it is not probable that he will engage in a dange- 
rous War, for fupporting the romantic and unjuft Preten- 
tions of the Court of Spain j Pretentions which may one* 
Iky prove as troublefome and prejudicial to France, as they 
have lately proved to England. Befides, the French feem now 
to be more indent upon extending their Trade, than upon ex- 
tending their Dominions ; and, in a War with this Nation, 
their Trade mol fiufer in every Branch : Nay, if we exert 
our feves as we ought, it mull be entirely fufpended. 

' Bat the Difference, my Lords, between this Nation and 
France is, that ourjrade is our chief Support, and therefore 
we muft Sacrifice every other View to the Prefervation of 
our Trade : Whereas the chief Support of France does not 
depend upon its Trade, and for this Reafon the French may, 
on account of other Views, make a Sacrifice of their Trade 
for a Time. But fuppofe they mould refolve to make a Sa- 
crifice of their own Trade, in order to diftrefs the Trade of 
this Nation, by joining openly with Spain againil us, what 
can they do ? They muft fight us by Sea, or not at all : 
They can attack us no other Way ; and there we are greatly 
fuperior. The Navies o£ France and Spain joined together, 
are no Match for the Navy of Great Britain ; and, if we 
fhould deftroy the firft Squadron they fit out, we might ruin 
the Dominions of both in the WejU Indies, before they could 
be able to fit out another. To talk of their invading us here 
at Home, as long as we are united amongft our felves, is a mere 
Bugbear. We have already properly provided againlt it, by 
augmenting our Land-Forces, and oy covering the Sea with our 
Ships of War. The Sea, my Lords, when 10 covered, is our 
Defence and our Safeguard ; when not fo covered, it is our 
Prifon. His Majefty's Declaration of War againft Spain 
has healed all our Divifions. There is now no Animofity in 
the Kingdom, but a moft general one againft the Spaniards \ 
and an Invafion from France ',' upon the prefent Occafion, 
would unite us more firmly than ever. They cannot there- 
fore attempt to invade us, without fending at once fuch an 
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*' A** *S<3eo,n. Army as would be fufficietot for conquering the Kingdom, 
*]}*_ i For this Purpofe, they muft fend a very great Army of Horft 
as well as Foot ; and the providing of Ships for transporting 
fuch an Army, would take up fo much Time, ana make 
fuch a Noife abroad, that we mull hear of it ; in which 
Cafe, we could eafilyfend a Squadron fuperior to any they can 
fx out, to burn their Ships in the Harbour* or to intercept 
them, if they dated put to Sea. 

* In ftiort, my Lords, France, by joining in the War, muft 
ruin her own Trade, and may dillrefs ours a little, but (he 
cannot otherwife hurt us; and if we are not obliged to 
maintain great Armies upon the Continent of Europe, as we 
were in the taft War, we may fend fuch a naval Force to the 
JVefi-Jndies f as both France and* Spain joined together can- 
not refill ; the Confequence of which would be, the Lofs of 
all the Dominions belonging to both thefe Nations in that 
Part of the World. Therefore, if the French fhould refolve 
to join with Spain in the prcfent War, they can do it no 
Way with any Effect againft us x but by endeavouring to o- 
verturn the Balance of Power in Europe, and for that Pur- 
yofe railing a new War. upon the Continent, which would of 
courfe mase our former Allies fue to us x for renewing th* 
antient Confederacy again ft France and Spain, 

* Our former Allies, nay, all the Powers of" Europe, my 
Lords, are already furprized at our Declaration of 'War! 
If we purfue it with Widom and Vigour, it muft, in all hu- 
man Probability, be fuccefsful; and this will make the 
Powers of Europe begin to refpett us* as mud} as they have 
lately defpifed us. His prefent Majetly may be made the 
greateft and moll glorious Prince that ever fate upon the 
Mritijb Throne ; but if our warlike Meafures mould ftill be 
interrupted, or rendered languid, by that Spirit of Nego- 
tiation which has fo long prevailed, the Opportunity wilt 
foon be loll ; and if it mould, God forgive them that (hall 
be the Caufe of fo much Reproach to their Sovereign, and 
of fuch irretrievable Hurt and Ignominy to their Country. 

* In the prefent War, my Lords, we have as yet no Oc- 
cafion for any Allies : I do not know that we (hall ; but if 
we fhould, we may ftill £nd great and powerful Allies in 
Europe. The Power of the Houfe of Auftria is not yet be- 

. come fo defpicable, as our Advocates for Peace have endea- 
voured to reprefent ; and I hope no Man in Britain is now 
afraid of the overgrown Power of that Houfe. It was never 
in this Kingdom a national Jealoufy,, nor could it ever be 
made fo, notwithstanding the great Pains that were taken, 
a few Years fince, to inculcate and propogate fuch a Jea- 
Joufy through aU Parts of his Majefty's Dominions. The 

Emperor^ 



Emperor, therefore, nay ftfli be a mbft ufcful Ally to us, Aan.i3Ge0.lfc 
and certainly would be fo, if- we were in any real Danger; ^J 7 ! 9 ' 

becaufe we ihali always be a molt uieful Ally to him, whea 
the Balance of. Power is in Danger, at lead, I am lure, we 
pugk to be fo. The King otPruJfia likewife is a Power 
whole Alliance we may always depend on, if we follow right 
Meafures .5 and another Power, which is now as formidable 
as any in Europe, will always, I. believe, be fond of cul- 
tivating a clofe Alliance and Friendship with this Nation. 
Even the Dutch, I believe, might eafily be brought in to 
purfue more vigorous Meafures than they have done of late 
Vears. But theie Things are not to be done by Negotiation. 
They are to be done by vigorous Meafures on our Side, es- 
pecially jn thofe Affairs that particularly regard ourielves. 
If we fhew the Powers of Europe, that we dare refenf our 
Wrongs,, and vindicate our Rights, and that we can do it 
in a wife and vigorous Manner : If we (hew them, that we 
can Hand upon our own Legs, they will apply to us ; they 
will court our Favour, becauie they will from thence fee, we 
can give them Affiflance. A Nation, like a private Man, 
mail in vain expect Ahlftance from its Neighbours, if they 
believe it cannot help itfelf. Notwithstanding the great Pains 
taken by fotne of our late Dealers in Negotiation, to make 
the World, as well as ourfelves, believe, that we are in a 
weak and helplefs Condition ; I hope we (hall now fhew, 
that we are fUU able to make the proudeft Nation in Europe 
repent her having dared to infult us. 

* The Hypothecs of our Politics is now, I hope, quite? 
altered. We are now, my Lords, I hope, upon a right 
Hypothecs ; and if that Hypothecs be vigoroufly and ftea- 
dily purfaed, no Matter by whom ; for it is not Men, but 
the Hypothecs of our late Conduit, that I have found Faulc 
with. If the fame -Men mould alter the Courfe of their 
Meafures : If they (houkl lay down a right Hypothecs, and 
follow that Hypothecs in a proper Manner, I fhall be as 
ready to approve,, as ever I was to blame their Conduit. 
Bat if they have a Mind to alter their Conduit in Time to 
come, they will forget, they muft even approve of the Op* 
pofition that was made to their Conduit in Time pad ; and 
therefore, tjiey will be far from prefuming to fay, that thd 
Authors of chat Oppofition were Fomenters of Heats an4 
Aniraofities, or that there is now fubfilting any Dlvifion io. 
the Nation. There is really no fuch Thing now amongft us, 
nor can there be any fuch Thing in the Courfe of the pre* 
lent War, if it be carried on with a Defign to revenge us, 
*id not with a Defign only to amufe us. Therefore, I was 
unprized to hear any Thing of Divilions and Animofitiea 
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Ann. 13Ctt.II. mentioned in his Msjefty's Speech, but I am mem more f»- 
r 739- prized to hear our Drraons and Anxmofitics made a Fart of 

U. v - " 1 "^ a Motion in this Houfe, and that by a noble Lord, who at 
the fame Time fays, he has taken aH poffible Care to avoid 
inferring in his Motion, any Thing tint may occt£oo the 
kail Objection or Difficulty, and that he moft heartily withes 
we fhodd be unanimous upon the prefent Occafion. 

' But firppofc, my Lords there had been any real Divi- 
fions and AjiimofitJes ambngft m : Suppoie thefe Drvifions 
and Animofirjes were ftill fubfifting j would it be right in a* 
to publiih it to the World ? Our Enemies are apt enough to 
fay we are a fa&kms and divided People : We find they do 
fey fo ; and they will certainly endeavour to propagate that 
Opinion among thoie who incline to be our Friends. Shall 
we then, by an Addrefi, which we know will be published 
in aH the foreign Gazetus, give the World good Ground to 
believe for Will not this encourage thoie who are already 
our declared Enemies to prolong the War ? Will it not en- 
courage thofe who are as yet our fecret Enemies to declare 
openly againfr. as ? Will it not difcourage our Friends from 
giving us any Affiftance I If we mould come to fend in 
Need of any Alliance, there is nothing, m my Opinion, can 
be more efFe&uaHy done- for preventing its bemr in our 
Power to procure one ; therefore, I hope, the noble Lord 
will agree to leave out of his Motion every Expreffion that 
may feem to infinuate, as if there were Drvifions and Ann 
m ofi ties ftill fubfiiting amongft us, especially ftnee thofe fex- 

Ereffions mufi be look'd on as a Reiteftjon upon Lotds who 
ave, upon* former Occafions, happened to difer from hint 
in Opinion, and confeqaentry rauft occasion an' Oppofro'on 
to a Motion which would otherwife be unanimoufly agreed 
to. 

' Thefe, my Lords, are my Thoughts upon the prefent 
©ccafion. It was incumbent upon me to offer them to your 
iorchiiips ; but I (hall make no Motion, till I fee how other 
Lords think, with Regard to the Motion now under our Con- 
federation. 

The Duke of Nrwcaftft. 

The Duke of « My Lords, I fhall be heartily glad to fee the Refbhm'o* 
tfewcajik. wc comc to U p 0n Ais occafion unanimoufly agreed to; but 
I would not have us, even for the Sake of Lnanimity, be 
guilty of any Sort of Dlfrefpeft to his MajeHy. Ashe has 
mentioned, and, I think, properly and feaionable mentioned 
Divifions, Heats, and Animofities, we ought, in Refpeft to 
- him, to make fome Sort of Anfwer to that Part of his 
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Speech; and, in my Opinion, we cannot make a jnore pro* Ann. 13 Ceo. u* 

per Aafwer, than what the noble Lord has been pleafed to x 739- 

propose- That there have been Diviiions amongft us, and ' 

that thofe Diviiions have been fomented, and even carried 

the Length of Heats and Animofities, is what, I think, no 

Man can deny. I beg Pardon, my Lords, I do not mean 

in this Houfe, or among your Lordfhjps. Your Lord (hips 

may differ in Opinion, and yon may fupport your refpecliv* 

Opinions with Fervency and Zeal. I know yon always will, 

became you have the Good of your Country fmcerely at 

Heart. But your Lordihips fupport your Opinions with 

Temper and Difcretion, and never allow a Difference in O- 

pinion. to tranibort you into airy Heat or Animofity. 

* This, my Lords, has been, this, I hope, will always 
be, the laudable Behaviour of your Lordihipt both within 
Doors and without ; but this cannot be faid of the reft of 
the Nation. Their Differences in Opinion may fometimes 
flow from a DuTereuce that has arifen in this Houfe : They 
may follow your Lordihips in their Differences, but few of 
them know how to imitate you in Temper and Moderation. 
This is the Caufe that Differences in Opinion, about Mat- 
ters of a public Nature, often create Divifioos among the 
People without Doors ; and thofe who axe di&Jfecled to his 
Majefty's Perfon and Government, always endeavour to 
nurfe thefe Diviiions up into Heats and Animofities, and too 
often fucceed in their Attempts. Whatever is faid, therefore, 
in bis Majeily's Speech from the Throne, whatever may be 
faid in your Addrefi, about Diviiions, Heats or Animofities, 
can relate only to the People without Doors : It can no 
Way relate to your Lordihips, and coniequently no Lord in 
this Houfe can have Reafon to think himfelf reflected on by 
any finch Expreifion, either in his Majelry's Speech, or in 
our Addreis. 

' But luppofe, my Lords, there never had been, nor were ' 
now, any itch Thing as Di virions, Heats or Animofities in 
the Nation, yet, as fuch Misfortunes are too frequent in every 
free Country, it was right in his Majefty to caution us againft 
them. It was a mod ieafonable Advice upon the breaking 
out of a War, which may be heavy, dangerous, and tedious, 
tho' it has at prefent the Appearance of not being fo. The 
noble Lord that fpoke laft, exprefled a great Regard for the 
late fang William. I fhall readily join with him in teitify- 
ing my bfieem for that great Prince ; and therefore, I muft 
approve of his Majefty's giving us a Caution at this Junc- 
ture againft Heats and Animofities, becaufe King William 
did the fame upon a like Occafion. That Prince, in his lafl 
Speech to his Parliament, when War againll Franct and Spain 

4739. * LI z was 



$jin. t3 peo.p. was refblved on, tho' not then declared, recommended it 
x 739* particularly to his Parliament to avoid all manner of Diipate* 
** ** ' and Differences, and to lay afide thofe unhappy, fatal Ani- 
mofities, which divided and Weakened this Nation. For this 
Reafon, if the Example of King William can be of any 
Weight, and I muft think it ought, we. muft approve of the 
Advice his Majefty has given us upon this Occaiion ; and if 
we approve of it, we ought to &y fomething in retain. 

* In this, my Lords,' his Majefty has done no more than 
follow the Example of King William ; and as he equals that 
Prince in many other Virtues, fo he equals him in a true Re- 
gard for the Glory and Happinefs'of his Kingdoms, which, 
I am convinced, will be manifefted in a prudent and vigorous 
Profecution of die prefent War. ' King William, in my Opi- 
nion, and, I believe, in the Opinion of every Man that hears 
me, judged right when he fuppofed that the India 1 was the 
proper Place for carrying on a War againft Spain. His pre- 
fent Majefty we may fuppofe, from what he fays in his Speech, 
to be of the fame Opinion. He has told us, that he has aug- 
mented his Forces by Sea and Land, as the neceflary Means 
of diftreffing and annoying our Enemies in the moft fenfible 
Parts, by which he certainly means the Indies ; and, I be- 
lieve, no Man fuppofes that 'we ought to exhauft our Strength 
in attacking any of their Dominions in Europe* ' We may 
therefore fuppofe, that his Majefty will certainly pufh the 
War againft Spain with the greater! Vigour in the Indies ; and 
if he had Occaiion for it, he would as certainly make Stipu- 
lations in every Alliance he enters into, for our keeping Pof- 
feiiion of the Lonquefts we may make in that Part of the 
World. It was neccfTary for King William to make fuch a 
Stipulation in the Alliance he at that time concluded with the 
Emperor, becaufe, by that Alliance, the Dominions of Spfiin 
were to be given to a Branch of the Houfe of Auftria. But 
as his prefent Majefty has no fuch Defign, he has no Occa- 
fion for any fuch ^pulation. If we now make any Conquefts 
in that Part of the World, as I hope we frmU, no Ally we 
can have in the prefent War, will have a Right to prevent 
Our keeping Poffeffion of what we conquer : Whereas, by the 
Alliance we then entered into, the Emperor would have had 
a Right to prevent it ? if it had not been for that Stipu- 
lation. 

* ' I do not fee, my Lords, how any of our former Mea- 
fures can be properly brought under our Consideration in this 
Debate. I wifh we could all forget our DifFerences about 

f>aft Meafures, and heartily unite in fuch Meafures for the 
ime to come, as may redound to the Glory and Advantage 
bf our Country. But as the noble Lord who fpoke laft, was 
t. ... ._.-.. 'f . plc ifcd 
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rieafed to throw out feme Things that may be look'd on as Ann. 13 Geo. Ifc 
Kefle&ons upon our paft Meafures, I think it incumbent up- t ^739* 
on me, confidcring the Poft m which I have the Honour to 
fervc his Majefty, to fay fomcthing ih their Juftification. I 
have approved of our public Meafures, my Lords, for fe- 
Veral Years paft : I ftill approve of them : Nay, I fo much 
approve 6f them, that if any one of them had been other- 
wife than it was, I am convinced, I fhould have difapproved 
of it. The noble Lord has found fault with feveral of our 
Meafures : * He has particularly, upon this Occafion, found 
fault with our Negotiations for preventing a War, which, of 
all others, are, in my Opinion^ the moft juftifiable. His M4- 
jefly, out of his tender Regard to his People, was refolved, 
if poffible, to avoid a War : He endeavoured, as much as 
he could, to obtain Redrefs by peaceable Means. For this 
Purpofe it was necenary to negotiate ; and, from the fame 
Motive, he continued to negotiate, as long as there were any 
Hopes of Succefs. I hope the noble Lord wpuld not have had 
us declare War before we demanded Redrefs ; and we could 
not, in Juftice, declare War, as long as we had Reafon to 
believe our 'Demand would be complied with. Our Nego- 
tiation were not altogether fruitlefs : They procured a Con- 
vention, by which, if Spain had been fincere, an open Rup- 
ture might have' been avoided ; for I mud ftill ' approve of 
that Convention : I mufl ftill* think, we a&ed prudently in 
agreeing to it Reparation for our Damages was thereby ex- 
prefsry promifed*; and, if that Promife had been fulfilled, the 
other Articles in Difpute might have been eafily adjufted. 
fiat when the Court of Stain refufed to comply with what 
they fo folemnly promifed, then, and not till then, it became 
in vain to negotiate ; and then his Majefty, according to the 
Advice of his Parliament, refolved upon forcible Means, for 
obtaining that, which he faw he could no longer expeft to ob- 
tain by Negotiation. J 
m • Trade, mv Lords, is our chief Support : Even the noble 
Jjord who fpoke lair, has "acknowledged it to be fo; there- 
fore ft is necenary for us to avoid War as much as poffible ; 
for our Trade muft fufFer by every War we ctn be engaged 
in. It muft, of courfe, occafion an entire Stop to our Trade 
with that 'Nation againft which we happen to be engaged, 
and this breaks the Chain of the general Trade we carry on ; 
for our Trade with every Nation depends, in fome meafure, 
upon our Trade with every other Nation where we carry on 
any Commerce. fiefides, our Trade muft fuffer in everv 
Branch, by the Privateers of that Nation we are at War 
with ; for it is impoffible {0 to cover the Ocean with Cruifers* 
as to prevent their fending out Privateers j and, if they have 
: * any 
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0aui% 6eo. XI. any fuck at Sea, our Merchant-Ships cannot proceed 4a&iy 
^7S^_ J on their Voyage without Convoy ; which is always a mat 
J Expenoe, and often occafions a Disappointment to the Mer- 
chant* To which I muffc add, that a War with Spain muft 
always be more injurious to our Trade, than a War with any 
pther Nation in Europe ; becauie of the great Trade our 
Merchants carry on in that Kingdom, either in their own, 
or in borrowed Names, and became of that Country's lying 
fo convenient for wterrupting, by their Privateers, our Trade 
with JVttga/, Turiey, Italy 9 Africa, and with our own Plan- 
tations in America. 

' No Man therefore, my Lords, who considers thefe 
Things, can, in my Opinion, blame our endeavouring to 
avoid a War with Spain, by Means of a Negotiation. We war 
in the right to negotiate as long as we had the lead Hopes 
Jeft of obtaining Satisfaction in that Way. If his Majefhr 
fed plunged the Nation into a War, upon the firfi Infiilt ol- 
ftrea by Spain, I am convinced we Jhould then' have had 2s 
much laid, and I am fore with more Reafoa, againft a raft 
mid precipitate War, as we have lately heard againft long 
and tedious Negotiations. The Inconveniencies and JLofles 
our Trade was expofed to by a War, would have been fet 
ferth with great Vehemence : The Advantage of our Trade 
with Spain, would have been magnified to a high Degree; 
and the Prudence of waiting a more favourable Conjundure 
for obtaining Redrefs from that Crown, might have been 
with Juftice wfifted on ; becaufe, as it is the Intereft of that 
Nation not to fall out with us, it was reasonable to expect, 
that a Change of Meafures at that Court, or a Change in 
their Adminiftration, would have put an End to their inju- 
rious Treatment of us, and would have inclined them to 
give Ear to a friendly Accommodation. 

' But, my Lords, as his Majefty, like a tender Father, 
was loth to engage his People in a War, which muft be fa- 
tal to fome of them, and prejudicial to great Numbers ; as 
he endeavoured to prevent a War by Negotiation, as long 
as there were any Hopes left of fucceediug on that Way, thole 
who are refolved to find fault with the Condu/t of our public 
Affairs, (which, I am fure, is not the Cafe with regard to 
any of your Lordfhips) have now nothing to fay, but againft 
our Negotiations, which have, indeed, at laft failed of the 
uifhed-tbr Succefs ; but this, I am fure, no Man could fore- 
see. Before the End of May laft, no Man could pretend to 
fay, that this would be the Event. As fbonas this happened 
to be the Cafe, his Majefty began to prepare for War, and 
took the firft Opportunity to commence Hoftilities ; and we 
Jjave, atleait, gained this Advantage from our Negotiations, 

that 
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Aat all At Powers of E*r ^ Draft now few* have JnftSceAs*iJOB»Is\ 
of our Side, becauie we did not offer to attack them, till J739^ 
they had broke through one of the rood fblemn and explicit ' 
Stipulations that one Nation can make with another. The 
others Powers of Europe could not eafify, or perhaps would 
not be at the Pains to underftand the Difputes between the 
Sfaxiards and us about fearching our Ships on the Seas, or 
about our refpective Rights and Limits on the Continent, or 
in the Iflands of America ; but every Power in Europe muft 
underftand, and muft look on 'their refuting to pay the 
95,000/. ftipolated by the Convention, as an open and no* 
torious Violation of Faith. 

* His Majefty's Declaration of War has, 'tis true, pat an 
End to thofe Clamours that were raifcd againft our peacea- 
ble Negotiations; but I am afraid, my Lords, it has not 
put an End to our Divisions. Thofe who in Time of Peace 
cried out for War, cannot certainly find fault with the De- 
claration of War. This would render them ridiculous ; but 
I am afraid the fame Spirit that prompted them to find Built 
without peaceable Negotiations/ will prompt them to find fault 
With our warlike Operations ; and the very Nature of the 
Thing muft furnifli them with a greater Abundance of Ma- 
terials for Complaint. In Time of War fome croft Acci- 
dents muft happen : The beft concerted Schemes may fail 
Of Suceefs : The former will be afcribed, by the Malicious, 
to want of Care, and the latter to want of Conduct. The 
noble Lord who (poke laft, has indeed, with his ufual Can- 
dour, declared, that if the Plan be right, he will not find 
fault with the Event, therefore, I do not queftion our having 
his Approbation in every Step of our future Conduct ; and at 
We have juftice on our Side, and may confeqoently expect 
the Protection of Divine Providence, I hope the moft ma- 
licious will have but very Ktde room to find Fault. We 
have already met with fome Suceefs ; which, in all Probabi- 
lity, will foon be followed by others. We have failed in no 
Attempt but one, and that was fo vifibly occafioned by con- 
trary Winds and Storms, that no Man can have the Aflu- 
ranee to impute it to any Defect in our Conduct. At the 
feme Time, fb great Care has been taken to provide for our 
Safety at home, and for the Protection of our Dominions 
and Trade abroad, that we are in no great Dancer of being 
attacked in any Part of our Dominions ; and conndering the 
extenfive Trade we carry on, and the vaft Number of Ships 
our Merchants have at Sea, fo few of them have fallen into 
the Hands of our Enemies, and all this has been done with 
lb much Prudence and Oeconomy, that the moft fertile Ma- 
rice cannot, I think, invent an Objection againft our Con-t 
duct fince the Commencement of the War. 

a 'I 
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tOOt. 13 Ceo.II; ' I fhall join with the ndble Lord in faying, that it is oto 
*]}*_ „ Bufmefs to make this, as well as every other War we en- 
" &Z C m » as ^ ort M pofl&le, an ^> I hope, the War we are 
now engaged in will not be of any long Duration. It can- 
not continue long, if Spain gets no Affiance from any other 
Power in Eurvpe. We have already, provided, I hope fujE- 
ciently provided, for our Defence, which was certainly the 
firft Thing neceflajy. . We are now to provide for attack- 
ing the Enemy; and I make, no doubt but that as foon as 
the Seafon will permit, we (hall be able to attack them in 
the proper Place, with fuch .a Force as they cannot refiit 
Our Negotiations to prevent a War were, perhaps, more 
tedious than was agreeable to foine People amongft as ; but 
now the War is begun, I hope we fhall be able to pu(h it 
with fuch Vigour and Succefs, as muft produce an honoura- 
ble Peace, before any Man in the Kingdom can have Time 
to be tired of the War. As his Majefty has fecured us, by 
an Augmentation of his Land-Forces, againft the Defigns of 
our Enemies at home, and, by covering the Seas with his 
Squadrons, againft an Attack from our Enemies abroad, the 
Spaniards mull foon find themfelves difappointed in the 
Hopes they had, of reaping Advantage from our Divifions ; 
and being deprived of thefe Hopes, when they fee that we 
are ready to attack them in the moft fenfible Part, and with 
an irrefiftible Force, they will probably fubmit to reasonable 
Terms., They mult fuomit, unlefs they are fure of having 
the Aid of a neighbouring Power, for preventing that Ven- 
geance which wHi foon be ready to burft upon them. 

My Lords, the noble Lord that fpoke laft has allowed, that 
there is fome Danger of Francis declaring againft us in the pre- 
fent War. He has allowed that France may Sacrifice her Trade 
to other Views. I do hot know that we are as yet in any Dan* 
ger from that Quarter. 1 hope we are not ; but no Man can 
tell how foon .we may ; for, notwithftanding the great Age of 
the prefent prime Minifter of that Kingdom, notwithftanding 
his prefent peaceable Difpofition, we cannot entirely truit to 
it ; We know he can alter that Difpofition, when he finds 
it proper or neceffary fo to do ; We know the Animofity 
that has fo long fubfifted between that Nation and this : We 
know the Regard the People of France have for the Royal 
Family of Spain ; and therefore the prime Minifter of that 
Kingdom, notwithftanding the arbitrary Form of their Go- 
vernment, may, like the Minifters in other Countries, be 
forced to chime in with the general Inclinations, perhaps the 
general Whim, of his Countrymen. Many Things may 
induce the French to alter their prefent Meafures, and as 
their King is abfolute Mailer within his Dominions, the Ef- 
fete 
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fe&s of that Alteration may, and probacy will be inftanta* Anw. 13 6«*. ft; 
neous, and may be fatal to us, if we are not fully provided J 739* 
againft them. Gn this Account it is prudent, it is neccflkry ^ m 

for us to make more formidable Preparations, and to put 
ourfelves to a greater Expence, than might, perhaps, be ne- 
ceffary, if we were fure of having none but the Spaniards 
to deal with. 

1 But this, my Lords, Is far from being the Cafe. We 
cannot depend upon the Councils of any foreign Nation. 
The only fure Method we have for preventing an Alteration 
in their Councils with Regard to us, is to prevent its being 
in their Power to hurt us, by providing fufHciently for our 
Defence at Land, as well as by Sea $ and as the Court of 
France is nearly allied with that of Spain, as the Cojft of 
France lies more convenient for invading this Kingdom, than 
any other Coaft in Europe, we ought, in the prefent War, 
to provide againft a fudden Attack from thence, as well as 
againft an Attack from Spain. It is a little, I may fay; 
divesting to obferve the different Opinions of fome without 
Doors at different Times. It is not many Years fince the 
Power of France was reprcfented in a terrible Light -• We 
were but a few Years ago told, that the Power of France 
was become dangerous to the Liberties of Europe; and 
from thence an Argument was drawn for our engaging 
againft that Crown in a War, in which we had no imme- 
diate Concern. I am fure the Power of France is no way 
diminHhed fince that Time, nor can I think, that the Power 
of this Nation is any way increafed ; and yet now, we are 
told, that the Power of France is fo inconfiderable, that 
even this Nation alone has nothing to fear from the united 
Power of France and Spain : And that France, by joining 
with Spain in the prefent War, may hurt herfelf, but cannot! 
hurt us. This Way of talking is lomething ftrange ; but I 
am no way furprized at it. We were then in Peace, and 
our Adminiftration were againft involving their Country in 
War; unlefs France Ihould pufh her Conqueib fo far, as to 
endanger the Liberties of Europe : We are now in War, and 
our Adminiftration think it neceflkry to provide againft 
France** taking a Share in the War againft us. ' This is the 
fole Caufe of this Difference in Opinion, with regard to the 
Power of France. Our Adminiftration have, for good Rea- 
fons, altered their Meafures, and therefore thofe who op- 
pofe them muft, without any Reafon, alter their Opinions. 

' I am far from accufing any Lord in this Houfe of fuch a> 

Conduit. Your Lordfhips always form your Opinions upon 

Reafons that appear at leaft to you fubftantial ; out this, my 

Lords, cannot be faid of many without Doors. The chief 

1739. Mm Reafon 
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AMi.t}Geo.H.Realbn for the Opinion they form, often fetus to be, te* 
^739* j caufe the Adminiltration happens to be of another ; and foch 
a Conduft mult proceed from a Spirit of Divifion and Ani- 
mofity : I am Aire, it does not proceed from a Spirit that 
can, in any Senfe, be called rational It muft from thence 
appear, that there is a Spirit of Dinennoo and Animofev 
reigning without Doors ; and thofe who are difafib&ed, will 
always endeavour to cultivate and improve that Spirit as 
much as they can, efpeciafly at the Beginning of a foreign 
War. This made it necefiary for his Majefty, upon the pre- 
sent Occafion, to caution us againfl Heats and Animofiticj, 



and for the fame Reafon we ought to pay a due Relped to 
that Caution, not only in our Addrefc, but alto in our future 
Conduit. This ought to prevail with us, to be as unanimous 
as poflible in all our future Resolutions ; for, tho' no Diffe- 
rence of Opinion ever arifes to any Heat or Animofity in this 
Houfe, yet it adds Fewel to thofe Heats and Animoiities that 
are induurioufly fomented by the Difaifeded without Doors j 
and, as it cannot be fuppofed, that any of your Lordfhips 
are in the leaft concerned in thofe Divifions. Heats, or Ani* 
mofities that prevail without Doors, therefore, I hope, the 
noble Lord's Motion will be unanimoufly agreed to without 
any Amendment.' 

Duke of Bedford. 

Duke of £eJ- - * Mv Lords, As I have not the Honour to have any Share 
f*** in his Majefty's Councils, I cannot pretend to fay, what is 

meant by the Divifions, Heats, and Animosities mentioned * 
in his Majefty's Speech from die Throne j but as that Speech, 
and all fuch Speeches are directed to the two Houfcs of Far- 
liament, the moil obvious, and, I think, the moft natural 
Conftruclion that can be put upon it is, That his Majdty 
means the Divifions, Heats, ana Animoiities that have arifea 
in one or other Houfe of Parliament. This is the Con- 
ftruttion, I am convinced, that will be put upon it by our 
People at home, and by our Friends as well as Enemies 
abroad ; and' as his Majefty can know nothing of thefe Di- 
vifions, Heats, or Animoiities, but by Information, I am 
fare, thofe that have told him of there being any fuch Thing 
in either Houfe, have done no Service to their King or 
Country. No Man can, with the leaft Shadow of Truth, 
fay, there has been any fuch Thing in Parliament; and 
therefore 1 mnft think, that thofe who have given his Ida- 
jelly fuch a falfe Information, if they are not guilty of Tica- 
ion, they are at leait guilty of a very high Miidemeanor. ft 
is a Mifreprefenting of die Parliament to the King, which 
may be attended with Confluences fatal to the Nation. 
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be a Crime of a moft heinous Nature. Aon. 13 Geo. IU 
What taea fhall we be guilty of, if by any Words in oar a J?39^ 
Addicts* we confirm the Mifreprefentatkra that has been 
made of as to his Majefty f Will it not make his Majefty, 
as well at every Perfon without Doors, both Abroad and at 
Home, be convinced, that there have been great Heats and 
Antra naVies in Parliament, and that thofe beats and Ani- 
mosities ace tar from being allayed or sleviated } What an 
Encouragement will this be to our Enemies, what a Difcon- 
snlacnon to our Friends ? 

' Sards/ every Lord that hears me mat be confcaous, that 
there have been no Heats Or Animofities in this Houfe, and I 
havefceaid of none in the other. Even with Regard to the 
People without Doors, I cannot think, my Lords, there is the 
kail Ground for saying, there k any Divhton or Animofity 
among them. I am fine it cannot be (aid, there is any Num- 
ber of Men in the Nation, that disapprove of the War his 
Majefty Jus declared agaiaft Spain. I have not lately been 
in many Parts of the Country, but here in London there ne- 
ver waa a Measure mote unsverfaliy approved of by all Ranks 
and Degrees of Men. The People havefhewn their Appro- 
hatjoa by every .Method they could think of ; and I do not 
think, that a Meafure fo highly approved of in and about the 
City of London, can meet with any Cenfure or Opposition in 
the Country. 

• What Grcumflances the Nation was in, towards the 
latter End of King William? % Reign, I cannot at prefent, my 
Lonia, take upon me fully to explain ; but I remember two or 
three Gifcumtxaaces, which make our Cafe very different now, 
from what it was then. But three or four Months before 
that Prince made the Speech to his Parliament, which the 
nsfafe Duke has been plealed to mention, the late unfortu- 
nate King James having died at St. Germains in France, hia 
Son was pubHdy proclaimed King of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland^ at St. Germains, and folemnly and openly ac- 
knowledged as inch by the King of France, which was a 
good Reason for King William % % admonishing his Parliament 
to beware of Divisions and Animofities, and a Reafon which 
does not now fiibfift. This, I fay, was a good Reafon ; 
but there was ftill a much ftrenger. In the very Seflion of 
Parliament immediately preceding that which he opened with 
the Speech the noble Duke has mentioned, there had been 
great Contefts, and great Heats and Animofities in both 
Houses : Several noble Lords who were the King's chief 
Minifters and Favourites, and who had done fignal Services 
to their Country, had been impeached by the Houfe of 
Cnrmanns, which not only raifed Heats ana Animofities in 

1739. Mm* each 
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40fij3.Gco.il. each Houfe, but occafioned a fort of Breach between the 
^739^ m two ; and was, perhaps, the Occafion of dhTolving that Par- 
liament about the End of the enfuing Summer. To this I 
may add, that even as to the War then about to be entered 
into, there were great Divifions in the Nation ; fome being 
for entering into it as Auxiliaries only, and fome for entering 
into it as Principals : Nay, the Party for the former of thefe 
two Methods was fo numerous and powerful, that had it not 
been for the Indignity put upon thefe Kingdoms by the 
French King, as 1 have juft mentioned, the Nation could 
Jiardly" have been prevailed on to enter into the War as 
Principals. / 

' King William* therefore, had fome Reafon to caution 
his Parliament, being a new one, which he had no Experience 
of, again ft thofe Heats and Animofities that had actually hap- 
pened in the former; but furely, my Lords, no fuch Reafon 
exifts at prefent. His Majefty has had feveral Years Experi- 
ence of this Parliament : There have been no Heats or Ani- 
mofities in Parliament : There has been no Animolity a- 
mong the People, but a very general one aeainft Spain, and 
as general a one againit the Tamenefs with which our Mi- 
nulers bore the Inlults of that Nation. The latter is now 
put an End to by his Majefty's Declaration of War : The 
former, I hope, will continue till we have fully revenged 
our felves of our Enemies. By Divifions, Heats and Ani- 
mofities, nothing can be meant but the Oppoiition which the 
People in general, and many Members of both Houfcs of 
Parliament, have Qiewn, and the Indignation with which 
they have treated the late peaceful, negotiating Humour of 
our Miniftcrs ; and to call chat Oppofition a Divifion, or to 
complain of its being carried on with Heat or Animofity, is 
throwing an unjuil Reflection upon the whole Nation, and upon 
many Members of both Houfes, merely for the fake of making 
a Compliment to our Miniftere, which, I hope, this Houfe wifl 
give no Countenance to ; and therefore I think we ought to 
avoid faying any Thing in our Addrefs about Divifions, Heats 
or Animoiities. I am fure, if the noble Lord intends to have 
his Motion unanimoufly agreed to, he will take the Advice 
that has been offered, and leave out of his Motion, every one 
of thofe. Hxpreifions. that have been objected to.' 

Lord Talbot. 

Jj4r4 Tafat. ' My Lords, That there have been Heats and Animofiries 

amor git us I fliall admit, but they are now wifely put an 
Erd to ; and I (lull beg Leave to (hew, how they were oc* 
fioncd, and in what manner they have been put an End to. 

- Jf 



( *77 ) 

If we lookback upon the Conduit of our public Affairs for Ann. 13Gto.lt; 
almoft thefe twenty Years, we may eafily find the Caufe of a ^39^ 
all our Heats and Animofities : We may juftly admire, that 
they have not been more violent, and more fatal to thofe 
that were die Caufe of them. We have been, during that 
long Period, in what fome amongft us are pleafed to call a 
State of Tranquillity ; but that Tranquillity has been attend- 
ed with all the Expence, and almoft all the Misfortunes of 4 
real War, without a. Chance of reaping any of that Glory, 
or any of thofe Advantages, that may be reaped by open 
Hoftilities. We have been negotiating when we ought to 
have been fighting, and we have been concluding Treaties 
with thofe, againlt whom we ought to have declared War ; 
and to render thofe Negotiations effectual, or to enforce the 
Obfervance of thofe Treaties, we have been keeping up ex- 
penfive Armies, that have railed Terrors among our own 
People at home, becaufe they could not guefs for what they 
were deiigned, and fitting out expenfive Squadrons, that 
have raifed no Terrors among our Enemies abroad, becaufe, 
I fuppofe, they very well knew for what they were de- 
signed. 

' This, my Lords, is a Summary of our Conduit for al- 
moft thefe twenty Years paft ; and fuch a Conduct could not, 
in my Opinion, fail of begetting Heats and Animofities at 
home, as well as Contempt and Infamy abroad; but to 
make this the more evidently appear, I mull examine into 
fome of the particular Steps ot our .Conduit, and for that 
Purpofe fhall begin with the famous Treaty of Hanover ; 
for, I think, I need go no farther back at prefent In the 
Beginning of the Year 1725, the Courts of Vienna and 
Madrid thought fit, by themfelves, to accommodate all the 
Differences that fubfiited between them, and to conclude 
Treaties of Peace, Commerce and Guaranty, in which there 
was not any one Article contrary to the Treaties that either 
pf them had made with us. What Offence we could take at 
this Step in either of thefe Courts, I do not know: Nay, 
fuppofe it had been true, that they had concluded fuch a pri- 
vate Treaty as was reprefented, we had no Occaiion for 
taking any extraordinary Meafures againft it ; becaufe the 
Emperor having no naval Force, he could give Spain no Af- 
fiHance againft us. However, we allowed ourielves to be fo 
jnuch alarmed, that the fame Year we concluded at Hanover 
an Alliance with France, which, I am fure, is the laft Na- 
tion in Europe we ought to enter into an Alliance with j and 
the whole Nation was terrified with an Invafion in favour of 
the Pretender , tho 1 every one knew, that the Emperor and 
§(ai*+ joined together, could not fit out fuch a naval Force, 
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Jum.t|6t*Kai would have been equal to that whkk we can, at any 
^1» Time* fit out won a Week's Notice. 

1 * But we did not reft here, my Lords: WedidnotJatisry 
ourfelvos with providing, by fuch an Alliance, for ear De- 
Jtace: The very next Year, we ratted Annies and fitted oat 
Squadrons, as if we had been to attack those whom we that 
represented to be oar Enemies. We fent one powerful Squa- 
dron to the BeUrici, another to the Coafts of Spaim, in lanp, 
and a third to their Coafb in Amir tea. At the lame Time 
we augmented our Army to above 26,000 Men ; and the 
whole Nation expected that oar Enemies would have been 
made to fufwr ftverely for the ridiculous Defigns they had 
formed agahift us. Kit oar Armies and Squadrons produced 
no other Effect than to load our own tape with Expenses, 
and to make Spat*, begin actual Hoftilsties aeainft us, by 
mixing all out Merchants Effects they could hndm their Do- 
minions, by fitting out Privateers, and taking all our trading 
(hips they could meet with at Sea, and by laying Siege to 
Gibrther. 

Tho'wehadatir^myLora^noProv^ 
Stain, yet thefe Hoftilities were, finely, a good Reafon ford* 
aarme War againft them 1 a*l,by^Trenties wemade, and 
theSubfidies we engaged to pay, it look'd as if we really de. 

Srn'd to dofo } for after near a Year's Negotiation, we got the 
utch to accede to the Treaty of Hdnover, under many 
Conditions and Refbi&kms: In about 18 Months we ob* 
tained a Promife firm the h*ndgrave of Htffe, to keep id 
Readings for our Service 12,000 Men, for which we en* 
gaged to pay him lacooo/. SterH*t> which was continued 
Jo him for-feveral Years, tho' his Troops were never em- 



ployed in our Service : About the fame Tune, we obtained 
the Acceffien of Swnk* to the Hamver Treaty, under Con* 
dkion of paying them a yearly Soblidy of 50,000 /. for three 
Years certain, one Half of which was to be jsaid by Fremcei 
In about 19 Months we obtained the Accemon of Denmark^ 
under Condition of paying them a large Subfidv for four 
Yean certain, which was all to have been paid by Framee, 
tho* we afterwards thought onrfelves obliged to pay a Fart 
Of it : And upon the 25th of November, 1727, we obtained 
the Alliance and Guaranty of the Duke of WdftnbnttU t 
uporf Condition of paying him 25,600/. yearly, for four 
Yean certain. By all thefe Preparations, Negotiations, and 
Alliances, I ray, my Lords, it look'd as if we had, at that 
Time, really a Defign to dedare War agamft fytfnr, and to 
revenge ourlelves folly, for all the Infults they had put upon 
the Nation j but this wis for from being the .Cafe: Our 

Armiee 



( *79 ) 

Amis*, at wcD those at home, a* thole we paid fir dear fer Ain.z3Oed.lh 
abroad, remained quiet in their rdpe&ive native Countries, a yig« 
and our Squadrons continued inactive upon the Coafls of ' 
Spain, at the very Time they were befiegms Gibraltar, and 
making Prize of every one of our Merchants Ships they 
could meet with at Sea. Inftead of declaring War, or con> 
nutting Hostilities, againft Spain, we were treating and ne- 
gotiating with them, or af leaft with the Emperor on their 
Behalf; for the Court of Spain itfelf carried it at that Time 
fo hjgh, and held ns in fucn Contempt, that they would not 
to much as treat with us ; and in May, 1747, preliminary 
Articles were concluded at Paris, between the Hammer At 
lies and the Emperor, by which we promiied, that all Ho* 
itilkies (hould on our Side immediately ceaie, tho' Spain was 
no contracting Party in this preliminary Treaty ; which Pro- 
mife we religiouflv kept, tho' Spain refilled to agree to the 
Preliminaries, ana continued Hostilities for near a Year loa* 
«r, when by the Intervention of the French Ambaflador at 
Madrid, we obtained from Spain a Convention- for the Exe* 
cution of thofe Preliminaries, in purfuance of which, a Con- 
fp& was appointed j but this Congrefs was rendered abor- 
tive, by our joining in a new Alliance with France and Spain 
againft the Emperor, by the famous Treaty of Seville. 

' By this Treaty, my Lords, we had got of our Side, al« 
mo& all the Powers of Europe that have any naval Force, b 
that we could have no Pretence for fitting out a Squadron with 
any warlike Intention ; but this did not prevent our putting 
ourfehres to the Expence of fitting out one. In order to pay 
a Compliment to the Spanijb Court, we fent a Squadron of 
above twenty Men of War, all Capital Ships, to the Midi- 
Urrmnuui, in the Year 1731, to conduct the Infant Doa 
Carlos to bah ; -and this we did, when they were erecting 
Forts and Batteries againft our Town and Bay of Gibraltar, 
and commuting many Depredations upon our Merchants hi 
the Wefl-lndiesi which .we took no Notice of, tho* ftrong 
Representations had been made, by our People at Gibraltar^ 
againft the former, and an Application had been made xq 
Parliament, by our, Merchants, againft the latter. Nay, 
tho' the Court of Spain had evaded making that Reparation, 
for paft Injuries, which they had promiied by the Treaty of 
Senile, we took no effectual Notice of it. We contented 
ourfelves with fending CommhTaries to wrangle and difpute 
about the Injuries we had filtered before that Treaty, 
and wkh ordering our Minifter at that Court to prefent 
long, perplexed Memorials, againft thole we fujfered after* 
wards. 
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AJte.i3fao. It. * This, my Lords, was the State of Affairs between Spdid 
'73 9^ . and us in the Year 1733, when they attacked our Ally, the 
-*~ LJ ~ n — * Emperor, in Italy, with thofe very Troops which we had 
affifted them to carry thither, and at a Time when, from 
the many Evafions they had before made ufe of, we had no 
Reafon to expett any Satisfaction from them by peaceable 
Means. If we were, at that Time, under no Obligation, 
or if we had no Inclination to aflift die Emperor, yet furely 
our own Intereft fhould have inclined us to take that Oppor- 
tunity of declaring War againft Spain, if they refuted to give 
us the moll ample Reparation for our former Lofles, and 
abfolute Security againft our being expofed to any fuch for 
the future ; but inilead of this, our Commiffaries and Mi- 
nifter continued foliciting at the Court of Spain for that 
which we might, with great Juftice, and then, probably, with 
great Succefs, have infifled peremptorily upon ; and the Em- 
peror, for want of that Affiflance which he thought he was, 
By Treaties, entitled to from his Allies, was at laft obliged 
to fubmit to thofe Terms which were prefcHbcd tb him by 
his Enemies. 

* Whilft the War continued, my Lords, the Spaniards, 'tis 
true, put a fort of Stop to their Depredations in the Weft- 
Indies, and entertained our Ministers with fome Hopes of a 
final Adjuftment ; but no fooncr was the War over, than, 
as might have been eafily forefeen, they began to renew their 
Depredations with frefh Vigour in the Weft-lndies % and, I 
fuppofe, they plainly told us, that they would give no farther 
Satisfaction than they had done, with regard to any of our' 
Loffes fuftained fmce the Treaty of Seville ; for I do not find 
that it was ever afterwards ferioufly infifled on : I am fure, 
the Sum ftipulated by the late Convention was fo far from 
being any Satisfaction for thofe Loffes, that it was 1 not near 
equal to. the Lofles ouf Merchants have fuftained, by Depre- 
dations committed fince the concluding of that Treaty. 

* Thus, my Lords, we loft all the Advantages we might 
have reaped from the War between Spain and the Emperor ; 
and, I am afraid, we loft a great deal of our Character into 
the Bargain : But tho* we let flip that Opportunity for vindi- 
cating the Honour, and fecuring the Trade of the Nation, 
we took care to lay hold of it for putting the Nation to an 
extraordinary Expence, by raifing Armies, fitting out Saua- 
drons, forming Alliances, and engaging to pay Subfidies. 
Soon afrer the War broke out, we encreafed our Land Force 
to near* 27,000 Men ; and for augmenting our Naval Force, 
We encreafed the Number of Seamen, employed in his Ma- 
jeity's Service, to 30,000 : We fent a Minifter extraordinary 
to Holland, tho' we knew that the States-General had be- 

a fore 
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fore concluded wkh France a Treaty cff Neutrality ; and in Ann.13 Ceo. IT. 
September 1734, wc concluded a Treaty with the King of JL 7 *2l 
Denmark, by which we engaged to pay him an annual Sub- 
fidy of upwards of j 6,000 Sterling for three Years certain; 
From thefe extraordinary Warlike Preparations, and molt ex- 
traordinary Expences, the People fuppofed that wc were to 
exert ourfelves in the mod vigorous manner, for retrieving 
an ancient Ally from die Diftrefs he was then in, for procu- 
ring Juftice to our injured Merchants, and for vindicating the 
Honour, and iecuring the Trade of the Nation ; but the 
Emperor, it feems, knew better, and therefore he fabmitted 
to the hard Terms that were offered him by his Enemies, 
which threw the Affairs of Europe into a Situation, perhaps, 
the jnoft unfortunate that they ever were m for this Nation. 

' Upon this, mv Lords, we difbanded the additional 
Forces we had raifed both by Sea and Land, and feemed to 
think we had nothing more to do ; for tho* the Depreda- 
datkms of the Spaniards, upon our Merchants, and their Inh- 
ibits upon the Nation, in the Weft-lndies> were now become 
more frequent, and more open, than they had ever been be- 
fore, it feemed to give us no real Concern. We took no 
Step for redreffing thefe Grievances, or for protecting our 
Trade, till an Application to Parliament by our Merchants, 
two Years ago, made it neceflary for fome Fcrfons to take a 
little more Notice of their juft Complaints. We then again 
began to make fome Warlike Preparations : We raifed an ad- 
ditional Number of 10,000 Seamen ; and we fent one Squa- 
dron to the Wefi-Indies, and another to the Mediterranean. 
But ftfH we trufted to our favourite, tho\ by Experience, (b 
often found to be ineffectual, Methods of Negotiation : Our 
Squadrons did nothing, but our Negotiators, 'tis true, did 
fomething: They procured us that famous Convention which 
we had before us laft Seffion of Parliament, and which we 
have now found to be as frivolous, with regard to this Na- 
tion at leaft, as the other Treaties we had before entered 
into with Spain ; and thus all our Negotiations and Treaties 
have at laft ended in a War, perhaps the moft dangerous, 
I am fore moil unfeafonable, that this Nation was ever en- 
gaged in, 

* I fhajl now, my Lords, give you a fhort Account of the 
Charge die Nation has been put to, by thefe warlike Prepa- 
rations, and pacific Meafures ; but, in order to fet this Charge 
in the deareft Light, I muft obierve, that, if we kept no * 
greater Number of regular Troops, nor any greater Num- 
ber of Seamen, m our Fay, than are neceflary for our Secu- 
rity in time of Peace, I am convinced, the annual public 
Expence could never amount to above 1,500,000 /. fo that, 
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Ann.i3 Cco.ll. by Means of a Land-Tax of 2 s. in the Pound, and the dial 
J739; Malt-Tax, inilead of contracting a new Debt yearly, which 
has been our Cafe for many Years, we mould have been able 
c to provide annually for the Service of the Year, and to my 
off above 100,000 /. yearly of our old Debt; and it all 
ufeleis Polls, and ufelefs Or extravagant Salaries or Perqui- 
sites, had been enquired into, and abolifhed or reduced, I am 
fure it would have added a confiderable Sum to our annual 
Savings. However, I (hall wave taking Notice of this lad 
Artie e of Frugality, and date the neceuary. annual Expence 
of the Nation at 1,500,000 /. in order, from thence, to com- 
pute the Supra-Charge that our Warlike Preparations, and 
' unneceflary Squadrons and Armies have coft us. 

' Upon computing the Sums granted every Year by Par- 
liament, for the Service of the enfuing Year, 1 find, my 
Lords, that the firft Seffion, after the famous Treaty of Hn- 
nover, granted, for the Service of the Year 1726, 1,939,285 /. 
but this was not all that was expended in that Year ; for, by 
a Vote of Credit and Confidence parted near the End of that 
Seifion, his Majefty was empowered to augment his Forces 
both by Land and Sea ; and to take fuch Meafures as the 
Exigency of Affairs might require ; which Power was accord- 
ingly made ufe of, and therefore, by the next Seffion, there 
was granted, for the Service of the Year 1727, and for De- 
ficiencies in the former Year 2,980,801 /. For the Service 
of the Year 1728, there was granted 3,1 23,449 /. For 1729, 
3,087,859/. For 1730,2,166,400/. For 1731, 2,060,232/. 
For 1732, (the Tranquillity of Europe being then, as fome 
wife Politicians amongft us judged, eftabliftied upon a lading 
Foundation, tho\ it was really upon a moft precarious one, 
as foon after appeared) 1,743,359/. For 173 2, (the War 
between France and its Allies of one Side, and the Emperor 
of the other, having broke out in that Year) 1,835,056/: 
For 1734, 3,821,714/. 1, 200,000 /.» of which was to be 
applied towards paying ofFfo much of the Debt of the Navy, 
and 287,343/. for the Deficiency of the preceding Years 
but, as the War I have mentioned was then juft broke out, 
and as we refolved that this Nation mould have a Share in 
the Expence, tho' it wr.s to have no Share in the War, this 
was far from being all tnat was expended that Year ; for, by 
a Vote cf Credit, agreed to about the End of the preceding 
Seflion, his Majeltv was empowered to augment his Forces 
both by $cz and Land, and to take fuch other Meafures as 
the Exigency of Affairs might require, in Purfuance of which, 
the .Augmentations were made, and the other Expences in- 
curred, which T have before mentioned ; and therefore, for 
Hie Service of the Year 1735, and the Deficiencies of the 
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former Year, there was granted by Parliament the Sam of Ann. 13 Geo.H. 

3,070,129/. For the Service of the Year 1736, 2,181,859/. J739^ 

For the Service of the Year 1737, 1,^2,725 /. and for the 
Year 1738, 2,356,719/. 

* In thefe Computations, my Lords, I have omitted all 
thofe Sums that were granted for making good the Defi- 
ciencies of former Funds, and likewife all thofe that were 
granted for paying off any Part of our Debt : I have reck- 
oned nothing but what was granted for current Services, or 
for extraordinary Expences incurred in the preceding Years ; 
and, from thefe Computations, it will appear, that the Grants 
for the Thirteen Years I have mentioned, amount in the 
whole to 32,319,587 /. Sterling. Whereas, if we had kept 
within 1 ^5 00,000 /. yearly, which we may always do in Time 
of Peace, the whole of our Expence for thefe Thirteen Years 
would have amounted to no more than 19,500,000 /. fo that 
by keeping up Armies, paying Subfidies, and fitting out Squa- 
drons, which we made no ofe of, nor had any Occafion for, 
we had wafted verv near Thirteen Millions, which, if it had 
been regularly ana annually applied to its proper Ufe, would 
have paid off near Seventeen Millions of our public Debt ; 
and fuch a Payment would have been attended with this far* 
ther Advantage, that it would have enabled us, fome Years 
ago, not only to have reduced the Intercft upon the remain- 
ing public Debt, but alfo to have reduced the Intereft of 
Money in general, to 3 per Cent, which would have made it 
much eafier, than it is at prefent, for many Landed Gentle- 
men to pay the Taxes neceflary for the annual Support of 
our Government 

* Confidering the Situation we are now in ; confidering the 
Situation the Affairs of Europe are in ; confidering the Mif- 
jbrtunes one of our moft ancient and bell Allies has met' 
with, and confidering the Infulcs this Nation has merwith, 
and the many Depredations and Cruelties our Merchants and 
Seamen have been expofed to j I believe I may, I do, my 
Lords, with Confidence appeal to every Man that hears me, 
whether we have reaped one Shilling's Worth of Advantage 
by the numerous Armies we have kept np, the powerful 
Squadrons we have fitted out, the great Subfidies we have 
paid, and the many Negotiations and Treaties we have car- 
ried on and concluded iince the memorable Year x 721 ? Shall 
we then be furprized, that there have been Heats and Ani- 
mosities amongft us ? Can we be at a Lofs in affigning the 
Canfe ? Could it be fuppofed, that a brave, and a free People 
would bear, with Patience, being expofed, by pacific Mea- 
sures, to the Infults and Contempt of their Enemies ; and 
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Am* 13Gw.II. that at a Time when they were loaded with an Ejepence, thaC 

*7 }9^ , might have made them the Terror of their Foes ? 
W*^V" IB> * « It is evident, my Lords* that all the Heats and Animo- 
fities that have been amongft us of late Yean, hare (prang 
from thofe pacific Counsels, that have made us tamely fub- 
mit to fo many Infults, and thofe warlike Appearances, tine 
have fubjecled us to fo great an Expence 1 and, when we 
confider from whence our Heats and Animosities have pro- 
ceeded, we may eafily'fee how they have been put an End to. 
His Majefty's Declaration of War has put an effected End to 
them ; and, if the War be carried on in a warlike Manner, 
if the Naval and Land-Force of this Nation be wifely and 
vigorouily employed, I dare anfwer for it, no Heats or Ani- 
roofitics will arife amongft us whilft it lafts. But, if the feme 
negotiating Humour, which has fo long prevented our decla- 
ring War, notwithstanding the many juft Provocations, and 
the many good Opportunities we have had for it, mould now 

Sievent our puftiing it with Vigour, as the Consequences will 
e more fatal, I am afraid the Heats and Animouties that 
limit enfue, will be much more violent. 

* For this Reafon, my Lords, as his Majefty's Speech from 
the Throne, is always, in this Houfe, underftood to be a 
Speech from the Miniilers, and as our Addrefs by way of 
Anfwer to that Speech, muft confequendy be fuppofed to be 
an Anfwer made to the M milters ; therefore, if we ' make 
any mention of Heats or Animofities, we ought to tell them, 
that as there are now no Heats or Animouties amongft us, 
we hope they will take care to prevent any mch for the fu- 
ture, by a vigorous Profecution of the War. This fhould 
be the Amendment I would propofe, if I could exped 
that my Advice would be taken ; put, as this, I cannot ex- 
ped, and as fome Lords may think, that this would be a 
more free Way of Addremng our Soverign, than has been 
ufual of late Years, tho' not more free than has been prac- 
* tifed by our Anceftcrs, I (hall content royfcjf with being for 

the Amendment prop ofed ; and I hope the noble Lord, who 
made the Motion, will endeavour as much as he can to 
prevent Prejudices or Animofities having a Share in oar 
Deliberations, by agreeing to leave thefe two ugly Words 
out of his Motion. 

Earl of Ckifttrfieid. 

T1>e Earl of « \f y Lords, upon fuci a folerrm and important Occafion, I 

CbcJUrJitld. am fo™ to fod t fc at a ^ifputc fhoufcj arife, or the Unanimity 

of this Houfe be dulurbed, on account of a few Words or Ex- 

preflions, which no Lord will pretend to be of any Importance 
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k themfetos, either to the Crown of the Nation, winterer A*. i)Q«.lb 
they may be to the Milliner : and therefore, when they t ^739» 
were taken Notice of, and objected to by my noble Friend * 
near me, I expfted that the noble Lord, who, I fuppofed, 
had accidentally made them a Part of ins Motion, would 
have to far contributed to Chat cordial Union which, he was 
pkafed to recommend, as to ftand up and agree to the 
Amendment propofed. Bot when I found thofe Words and 
Eipreftkms inftfted on, not only by him, but by other Lords, 
who may be fuppofed to have had feme Hand m advifing 
and framing his Majefty's Speech from the Throne, I then 
began to fu?pe& that thofe Words had not dropt into the 
Motion by Accident ; but that they bad been inferted with 
Defign, to make this Houfe confirm a Renrefentation thatf 
has been made to his Majefty, by fome who are, perhapi 
too often, near his Perfon ; and in this Light I mod ac- 
knowledge, they are of the utmoft Importance to the Crown, 
to the Nation, and above all, to the Honour and Dignity 
ef this Houfe. 

' I know, my Lords, it has been of late Years a Cuftom, 
to make the Addrefi of this Houfe a Sort of Echo to hit 
Majefty's Speech from the Throne ; and, as Ecbos never 
fail to repeat the laft Words of a Sentence, fo it feems, 
we mnffc never fail echoing back die laft Paragraph of iiis 
Majefty's Speech. Tins, I fay, has been a Giftom for fome 
Years pair ; but I cannot think that a religious Obfervance 
of this Cnftom, is either confident with the Character we 
ought to preferve. or necefiary for Jhcwing our Refoeft to 
our Sovereign. I am fure, upon the prefent Occafion, it 
will be a. Failure in our Duty to the King, and an expofing 
of ourferves to the Cenfure at leaft, if not to the Contempt* 
of the whole Worid. 

* Can any one, with Juftice, (ay, my Lords, that Pre- 
judices, Heats, or Animofities, have of late been intermix'd 
in our Deliberations ? Can any one, with Juftke, fay, that 
there lias lately been any Divifion among the People of this 
Nation ? I am really aftonilhed, how fucn Words could creep 
into bis Majefty 's Speech from the Throne. The Speech* 
'tis true, is generally laid to be the Speech of the Miniiler; 
bat I wemder what Minifter dared to tell his Majefty , that 
there have been, or ever were, any Heats or Animofities in 
our Deliberations, or that there have lately been any Divi- 
fions amongft his People. I believe, there is no Aftembly in 
the World, where Deliberations and Debates are carried on 
with more Decency and Cahnnefs: I believe, the People of 
this Nation were never lefs divided in their Sentiments, than 
they nave been of late Years* Therefore, if any one hat of 
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Aon; Geo. II. late prefomed to fay to his Maiefty, that there were Heats or 
^73fr f Animoiities in any of our Deliberations, or that there arc Di* 
1 vifions amongft his People, it mull be one of the groffeft Mif- 
reprefentations that was ever whifpered into the Ear of any 
Sovereign Potentate ; and (hall we, by any Expreffion in our 
Addrefs, give Credit to fuch a Mifreprefentation, and enter, 
as it were, into a Combination for patting an Impofkion up- 
on oar Prince, that muft give him a bad Opinion, not only 
of his People, but alio of this AfTembly, of which we have 
Che Honour to be Members. Such a Conduit, with regard 
to the People, would be mod unjuft ; but withrefpeft to oux- 
Jblves, it would be a fort of Feio de fe. 

• The People of this Nation, my Lords, were never, I 
believe, fo unanimous in any one Thing, as they have, for 
Jeveral Yean, been in that of defiring to have an Opportu- 
nity of revenging themfelves againft the Spaniards. The 
only Divifion, if it can be called fo, that has of late appear- 
ed amongft us, has been between the People of one Side, 
and a few of our Minifters of the other. I fay, my Lords, 
.a few of our Minifters ; for, I will not do fo much Injuftke 
to the Adminiftration, as to fay, that all thofe who have a 
Share in the Adminiftration, are of that Party which has fo 
long obftinately withftood the general Voice of their Coon- 
try. I hope I mav fay, all thofe that have a Share in our 
Adminiftration : I nope our Adminiftration coniifts of a great 
Number of Perfons : I am fure it ought, by our Conftiration, 
to confift of a great Number, that have no other Depen- 
dence upon one another, but that which remits from their 
Duty to their Country, and their Affc&ion to their Sove- 
reign. If it be otherwife, I am forry for it, and glad I 
liave not fo much as the Character of having a Hand in it. 
But let it confift of what Number it will : Let it be a fole 
Corporation (a Term well known to the Reverend Bench) 
if the World pleafe to think it fo, I am fure, it has had, with 
regard to its late pacific Meafures, no Parr/ among the 
People for this Dozen of Years paft ; and, it any one has 
endeavoured to make his Majefty believe that it has, I am 
fure the Parliament, and* particularly this Houfe, ought to 
take, a proper Method for undeceiving him ; for while our 
Parliaments continue to be of any Uie to the Nation, they 
will always take care that the King may fafely refort to 
them, as to the Fountain of Truth, in order to know the 
real Difpoiition of his People, and the true Character of his 
Minifters. 

' This Divifion, my Lords, between a few of oar Mini- 
fters, or one fole Minifter* and his immediate Dependents, 
efone Side, and tip whole. Body of the People of the other, 

hat 
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has been die only Divifion' that has appeared of late Years Ann. 13 Cta*,B| 

amongft us ; and, foch a Divifion can in no Light be called *739- 

a Divfion among the People > for in this Country, I think, T 

the People and the Administration are two Terms that are 

generally made ufe of as oppofite to each other, and there 

was never greater Reafon for making ufe of thefe two Terms 

in this -Senfe, than there has been for feveral Years pail. 

Then, with Regard to Heats and Animofities, can any one 

fay, that there has been lately any Heat or Animofity a- 

mongft the People, that is, amongft any one Set or Party of 

them againft another ? There have, indeed, been great 

Heats and Animofities in the Nation, bat in this too, the 

People have been all united. They have moftjuftly (hewn 

Heats and Animofities againft the Spaniards, and as juftly 

againfbtktffe who have fo long prevented their doing them- 

felves Juftice. Our Heats and Animofities therefore, like 

our Divifions, have been between the whole Body of our 

People upon one Side, and our Minifters and Enemies upon 

the other ; and this (hews, that whatever Obftinacy Spain 

may have (hewn in her late Conduit towards this Nation, it 

could not be owing to the Divifions, Heats or Animofities a- 

mongft as ; becaufe (he could not but forefee, that if, by her 

Obftinacy, (he provoked us to declare War againft her, the 

whole Nation, both People and Minifters, would unite in » 

vigorous Profecution of that War ; which, I hope, is now 

our Cafe. I hope no Man will dare to check the Progrcfi 

of oar Arms, or to interrupt the Profecution of the War, 

by any Negotiation, unJefs fitch Preliminaries be offered, at 

will atone for all paft Injuries, and fecure us againft all 

future. 

My Lords, it was not by our Divifions, that the Spaniards. 
were encouraged to treat us in the contemptuous manner 
they have done : Jt was by the Hopes they had, that our 
Minifters would not dare to give a Loofe to our Vengeance, 
by declaring War againft them; and for thefe Hopes, the 
Jong Patience of our Minifters, and their Fondnefs for Ne- 
gotiation, had given chem but too much Reafon. But, if 
there had been Divifions amongft us, and if thofe Divifions 
made the Spaniards contemn us fo much, as to refufe fulfil- 
ling their Part of the laft folemn Convention they made with 
us, I will then fay, that our Divifions have done a moft fig- 
nal Service to the Nation. The moft unlucky Thing that 
could have befallen this Nation, would have been the Court 
of Spain's making that ftipulated Payment which they had 
wifely promifed, and we had generoufly, I cannot fay wife- 
ly, accepted of in full of all Demands. If the Spaniards 
had made that Payment, which I am furprized they did not, 
1 our 
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*»»**&* If. cttrMmitai wotfcl, from thence, hate got a Pretence to 
a 719' • negotiate for die eight Months Mowing, with the fane 
W-' ¥- *^ Succefs they had negotiated for the eight Yean preceding > 
and the Spaniards would have got a Sort of Licence to 
plunder oar Merchants for eight Months longer, by which 
they might folly have reimbuned themfelves the inconfideia- 
Sum paid for that Licence. Bat why mould fay eight 
Months : Upon the Expiration of that Term, I am convia- 
ced, our Miniilers would have found Reafons for giving them 
feveral Renewals, without any new Fine, became & Re- 
newals, and the feveral Negotiations for that Purpofe* would 
have been moft excellent Expedients for putting off two or 
three Seffions more. 

* This, my Lords, has been our Cafe for many Years pad: 
We have, every Year, and from Seffion toSeffion, been put 
off with Hopes, that before next Sefljon, we fhould be able to 
obtain ample Satisfaction, and undoubted Security, by thofe 
Negotiations whkh every Man, except thofe that carried 
them on, forefaw would end in nothing but loading us with 
Expence at home, and with Ignominy and Contempt abroad. 
It is this, my Lords, that has created all the Divifions, and aH 
the Heats and Animofities that have been amongft us. The 
People were for Reientment and Revenge, our Peace-makers 
for Patience and ForgiveneG : The People called out for Re* 
paration for pail Injuries, our Peace-makers fubmitted tamely 
to frefh Infults. The People were for bravely vindicating, 
our Peace-makers for meanly proilituting the Rights of the 
Nation. Thank God f the People have at laft prevailed $ and 
this has healed up all our Divifions, and put an End, I hope 
a final End, to all our Heats and Animofities. 

( His Majefty's Declaration of War has now, I hope, 
brought all his Mmifters to be of the feme Sentiments ha 
* . * f \ People have been of for many Years j at leaft, if they are not 

• A. fo in their Hearts, they muft be fo in Appearance ; and 

4 * this muft of courfe put an End to the only Divifion that has 

.*. ^ of late appeared in this Nation : It muft put an End to every 

• "* Anjmofity but that juft one againft our Enemies, whkh will 

now, I hope, be allowed to take its full Swing. Perhaps 
fome of our Mmifters may flill have a Hankering after Ne- 
gotiation : If they have, let them but look upon his Maje- 
fty** Declaration of War, and they muft ftiile every fuch Af- 
fection. They cannot fuppofe, that his Majefty will fubmit 
to treat with a Nation, that has exercifed great Cruelties and 
fcrbarities upon the Perfons of divers of his Subjects : They 
cannot foppofe, that his Majefty will fubmit to treat with a 
Nation, that has infolted the Brittfl* Colours in the moft ig- 
nominious nanncr ♦ unkfc that Nation fhall, in -the hum- 

fakfi 
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bleft manner, foe for Peace, and offer, by way of Prclimi- Ann. 12 0«; It 
nary, the moft fignal Satisfaction, for tlje Cruelties and Bar ^ '739^ 
parities they have exercifed upon his Subjects, and for the ~ ^ 
ignominious Infults they have put upon his Crown and Dig- 
nity ; for I will be 'bold to Jay, that without fuch a fignal 
Satisfa&ion, there is no future Security we can, with any 
Certainty j rely on. Nay farther, my Lords, no Man who 
reads his Majefty's Declaration of War can, I think, fup- 
pole, chat he will treat with a Nation, that has been guilty 
of (b many Breaches of Promifc, and of fo many Infracti- 
ons of the moft iblemn Treaties, unlefs they offer by way of 
Preliminary, to put a real Security in our Hands, as a Pledge 
for their Performance of what (hall be afterwards agreed on 3 
and when the Spaniards are brought, by the Vigour of our 
Arms, (for they can never be brought to it by Negotiation) 
to offer thefe Things by way of Preliminary, 1 know fo much 
of the generous, forgiving Temper of my Countrymen, that I 
can engage for their unanimous Approbation of any Treaty 
our Mimftry {hall conclude, upon inch fafe and honourable 
Preliminaries. 

' Thus, my Lords, his Majefty's Declaration of War has 
pat an end to all the Divifions,. Heats, and Animofities, that 
have lately been raifed and fomented, by the Conduct of 
fotne of our Minifters ; and the Form and Method in which 
it was drawn up will, I hope, fecure us againft a Renewal of 
any of thofe Divifions, Heats, or Animofities. For this Rea- 
fon, i cannot let flip this Opportunity, to declare my Ap- 
probation of it. I not only approve of the .Mealure, but I 
highly approve of the Declaration itfelf. t do not know 
who it wax that had the Honour of drawing it up : Be who. 
he will, the Nation is, I think, highly obliged to him ; for 
it is exprefled in the moft proper, the moft juft, and the 
ftrongeft terms that could be devifed. But, my Lords, I 
mull obferve* that it is exprefly contrary to the Rc&foning 
that was made ui* of laft Year, in favour of the Cor.- cntion * 
and therefore, I was furprized to hear the noble Duke made 
a frefh Attempt to juftify that Convention. I am fure, no 
Lord has a greater Refped for his ,vjajeliy, than he has : I 
am fure, no .vian more heartily withes to fee our late treats 
and Animofities utterly extinguiihed. But, when I confide r 
the Terms in which the. Declaration of War is expreffed, I 
cannot think it altogether confident with the Kefpecl due to 
his Majefty, to attempt now, to juftify a Convention, by 
which no Sati&ficlion was fo much as ftipulated, for thoie 
Cruelties and Barbarities the Spaniards had exercifed upon 
his Majefty's Subjects, or for thole ignominious Infuits they 
had put upon d* Britijb Flag: And, I muft look upon a 
1739- ??. **% 
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A1rt.t56e6.Il.ftcA Attempt to jafBfv the Convention, as an Attempt id 
z 73#« revive thofe Heats and Animofitics that were railed in the 
\*J* *]J - * +J Nftton, by that moil extraordinary Mea&re I (hall call it 
by fto worfc a Name, left I fhonld be accofed of falling into 
the Error I am finding fault with : I hope it has now met 
wiffi the Fate it deferves, and which, tor the Honour of 
Britain, I wifh it may meet with : I hope it is fallen into 
eternal Oblivion $ and I wifh it could be raied out of every 
hiftorical Record. 

* Having thus fhewn, my Lords, what were the Drvifions, 
rieats and Animofities, that have lately appeared amongft us, 
and having (hewn that, by their very Nature, they mini have 
all ceafed, as foon as his Majefty declared War, I fhall con* 
clnde with faying, that I believe the beft Way to prevent their 
being renewed, is to forget that there were ever any fnch a- 
mongft us. Our Minifters have now changed their Meafures : 
They have now entered into Measures, which the whole Na- 
tion approves of: Why mould they now feek to juftify thofe 
former Meafares,which the whole Nation condemned ? If they 
purfue with Vigour the Meafures they have now entered into, 
the Nation items willing to forget the Errors of their former 
Conduct : Why then mould they now feck to brand, with 
the odious Names of Prejudices, Heats, and Animofities, 
the Objections which the People thought they had Reafon to 
make to their former Conduct ? This is doing what they can, 
to raife Heats and Animofities, inftead of endeavouring to 
ftifle them ; therefore; in my Opinion, it was moil impru- 
dent to allow any fuch Words to have a Place in his Majefty's 
Speech from the Throne ; and, for this Reafon, I mud be 
tfgamft their being echo'd back to the Throne, by our Addrefs. 

Lord Hervey. 
V. • 

* •• Uxi H#rwj. ' My Lords, the Word Echo is, I find, a favourite Term, 

, which is generally made ufe of upon all fuch Occanons as 

^ the prefent, for turning into Ridicule, a Cuftom whkh has 

for many Years been eftablifhed. I know, it is eafy for one 
who has fo much Wit at command, as the noble Lord who 
fpoke lad, to give a ridiculous Turn, to the moft reafonable 
Cuftom that can be introduced ; but I likewife know your 
Lordfhips Difcernment to be fo good, that you can eafily di- 
ftinguiih between what is ridiculous in itfelf, and what is ren- 
dered fo only by the happy Genius of him who has a Mind 
to explode it ; and therefore, I need not fay much in favour 
of a Cuftom which I think moft reafonable, and which has 
inet with the Approbation of many Years, and of feveral 
fucceeding Generations. In private Life, it has always been 
tcckoned one of the, higheft Degrees of Contempt or Dif- 
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teGptG, to takeao Vatic* of what a Ge*tl#man /ays, whpp Ann. 13 5v*Jl+ 
his Dtfcourfe is particularly addrefled to you : In public B '_73fr 
Life, J muft think it is the fame, and therefore I mull think, 
it would be a Failure in that Refpe3 which is due to our 
Sovereign, if we fliould, in our <*adreis, omit to take noticf 
of any one material Paragraph in his Majefty's Speech from 
die Throne. 

* Who it was, my Lords, that had the Honour to he eon* 
fiiked by his Majefty about the Speech he has now made tn> 
us, or who it was that advifed him to iufert that Parrgraph* 
by which his Majefty recommends to us, to avoid Heats ana 
Anunofities, I do not know ; but, if his Majefty had thought 
fit to confer that Honour upon me, I fhonld have advifed tnt> 
very feme Thing ; and what has already happened amongft 
ns, would, in my Opinion, have juftified that Advice. 
There has, 'tis true, no Heats or Arumoiities happened tluf. 
Day amongft us : There never do happen any iuch in our 
Debates ; but the Debate of this Day will, I am afraid. 
add frefh Fuel to the Heats and Animofities that ftill fubfift 
without Doors 1 and, if Lords would confider, that this y 
aenendry the Coniequence of every Debate that arifes in thif 
Houfe, I am convinced, we fhould not have fo many of 
thern as we have 1 hecaufe, in this Cafe, I believe, no LortJ 
would raife a Debate, by oppofing any Propofnion made by 
another, unlefs he thought the Honour or the Intereft of hjp» 
Country deeply concerned in the Question. 

' I fhail not duputa with the noble Lord that fpoke laft p 
whether the few Words obje&ed to, dropt by Accident into 
the Motion made by my noble Friend, or whether they were 
inserted with Deftgn In either Cafe, I think, they ought 
not to have occasioned a Debate) especially, at a Time 
when we ought not only to be unanimous, but to avoid the •; 

lead Appearance of Difcord. If they dropt in by Accident, . .C • 

the jsob'e Lend who fpoke laft has acknowledged, they are .*• •• t 

of no Importance, and might therefore, for the Sake of 
Unanimity, have been agreed to without any dangeroua ^ 

Confluence. And, if they were inferted with Dehgn, I 
cannot to much as fuppofe any other Defign, than that of 
(hewing a proper Refpecl to his Majefty, which no Lord 
ought to oppoie. The noble Lord has, 'tis true, found out 
another Defign : He fuppofes, that they were inferted on ' 
purpoie, for ju&irying fome Reprefentation made to his Ma* 
jeftjr. I do not know of any Reprefentation that has been 
made to his Majefty, nor do I think there was the leaft Oc- 
cafion for reprefenong to him, that there have been Divifions 
axnongft us-: It is what he could not but know, by looking 
upon the Journals of cither Houie of Parliament, which, I 
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fai. 13 Geo. n. hope, either he or his Servants may io without any Offence \ 
?739- And we cannot, in Juftice* fuppofe him fo much oncoocerned 
1 about what pafles amongft hs People, as not to know, that 
there have oeen great Heats and Animofities among them. 
JJone of his Servants, therefore, had the leaft Occafion to 
snake any fuch Reprefentation to him, and if any of them 
have maae fuch a one, it was (b far from being a Mifrcprc- 
fentation, {hat it has been confirmed, by every Lord that 
has fpoke in this Debate. It is acknowledged on all Sides, 
that there have been Divifions, Heats, and Animoiities in 
the Nation ; but, on one Side, it has been laid, that they 
are all now put an end to, by his Majefty s Declaration of 
War, and that they were not between one Set or Party of 
die People and another, but between the whole Body of the 
People on one Side, and his Majefty's Servants or Minifters, 
&s fome always affed to call them, on the other. 

• My Lords, I am extremely glad to hear, that our Divi- 
iions are all put an end to, by his Majefty's Declaration of 
War : I with it may be fo. If it is, it fhews his Majefty's 
Wifdom ; and his recommending to as, to avoid any fuch for 
the future, in my Opinion, (hews his Goodneis. But I do 
not know what the noble Lord means by Divisions between 
the whole Eody of the People of one Side, and a few of his 
Majefty's Minifters of the other. He mud be an unhappy 
Minifter, that has no Set of Men, no Party in the Nation, 
that approves of his Conduit. I do not know that I ever 
read of fuch a Minifter in our Hiftories, and, I believe, we 
have had as bad as any we have at prefent. But, for God's 
fake, what is this Meafure, that has been approved of by a 
few of his Majefty's Minifters, and condemned by aU the 
reft of the Nation t If his Lord/hip means any of our late 
Negotiations, or even the late Convention, I muft defire him 
to recollect, that they were all, not only approved of, but 
advifed by both Houfes of Parliament, as well as by all his 
Majefty's Minifters. J (hall grant, that th£re was a Party in 
the Nation, as well as in each Houfe of Parliament, that dif- 
approved of thofe Meafures ; arid I do not pretend to find 
fault with them for fo doing. Thofe that are not employed 
by his Majefty, may differ in Opinion with thofe that are ; 
and, thank God, they may, in this free Country, avow their 
Sentiments, and declare them openly. This I {hall never 
find fault with : I hope we (hall always retain this valuable 
Liberty : But I muft find fault, when Heats and Animofities 
are mixed with that Liberty which is indulged us by oar 
Conftitutkm ; and this is what his Majefty moil graciouily, 
J think, advifes us to avoid : This is what we are to declare 
ye JfcaU avoid, by the Addrefc my noble Friend has been 
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pleaJed to propbfo .• and this, I think, is the kail we can Ana. 13 <W IV 
do, in return to that moil gracious Advice his Majefty has ^739* 
vouchfafed to give as from the Throne. * 

4 I am far from laying, mv Lords, that any Heats or Ani-r 
mofities have lately appeared in this Houfe ; but there have 
been Divifions amongft us, and, by What the noble Lord has 
faid of the late Convention, he has ihewn, that thofe Divi-r 
fions ftill fubfift. I am iorry that Affair ihould now be brought 
into any of our Debates. I am certain, it is what we have 
nothing to do with, upon this Occafion ; but, when fault is 
found with any paft Meafurcs, or fatyrical Things thrown 
out againft it, it is natural, and even reafonable, in thofe 
who adviied or approved of it, to fay fomething in its Vin- 
dication. The Convention, my Lords, was attended with 
this Benefit at leaft, that it gave us Time to prepare for War, 
and to give Notice to our Merchants, to withdraw their 
Effeds out of the Spanijb Dominions ; and I muft think, 
that Spain* refuting to perform what was therein ftipulated, 
is now a ftrong Argument for convincing us, that it was both 
honourable and advantageous on our Part. To which I muft 
add, that it was not only ratified by his Majefty, but appro- 
ved of by both Houfes of Parliament ; and therefore, if 
the Refpecl that is due to our Sovereign does not, the Re- 
fpe6k we ought to have for that Aifcmbly, of which we are 
Members, ought now to prevent our giving it ill Names, or 
loading it with any invidious Epithet. 

* I (hall not now, my Lords, take upon me to determine, 
Whether it would have been happy for -this Nation or no, 
to have had the Convention pun&ually performed on the 
Part of Spain. But I cannot think it would have been any 
ljois to us, to have had 95,000 /. o&SpaniJh Money to have 
divided amongft our injured Merchants ; and I am fore, it 
woald have been happy for the Nation, to have obtained 
Juftice without a War, if fuch a Thing could have been any 
Way aocompliihed. This Consideration mult, of itfelf, jus- 
tify our endeavouring to obtain Satisfaction, by Negotiation 1 
and the Convention fhewed, that our Hopes of Succeeding 
in that Way, were not without fome Foundation. Therer 
fore, when I hear iarcaftical Reflections thrown out againft 
our pacific Meafures, which, now War is declared, muft be 
allowed to be quite out of the Quezon. I muft fuppofe, 
that it proceeds from that Spirit of Divifion, which has {hewn 
itfelf formerly even in this Houfe, and which has, without 
Doors, often broke forth in violent Heats and Animofities. 

* By his Majefty's Declaration of War, I (hall grant, my 
Lords, that this Spirit feems to be fomewhat allayed ; but, 
¥m afraid, it is far from being extinguiihed. The feme 
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Ana. fjlfeo. If. Spirit that made fame Part of the Beople fiyw fiidi Hea* 

'7 39; and Amjnofities againfi thole Mea&mshis Af ajefty was pleafed 
"""^ ~ " '' to take for preventing a War, will, I believe, prevail with 
them to find fault with every hieafure his Majefty may be 
pleafed to Cake, for bringing it to a happy and Jpeedy Con- 
clufion. The Misfortunes we may mtet with, and fome we 
mud meet with, will be aggravated ; the Advantages we may 
gain, and, I hope, we fhail gain a great many, will be de- 
predated : In (hort, uniels your Loolihips begin to fhew a 
good Example, I expeft that every Sup oi his Majelly's Con- 
fute in time of War, wiH be oppoied, or mifrejmefeiited, as 
wejl as every otep of his Conduit has been in fime of jteac*. 
The Calm we now feem to enjoy, is not, I'm afiraid, owing 
to the utter Extinguiihment of xhofe Flames of Strife and 
Contention, which too often prevail in this Kingdom, hot 
tq their wanting Materials to feed on. The War has been 
fo lately declared : The Incidents that have happened, or 
could have happened, are fo few, that the mot difcootented 
jiave, as yet, no room for ihewing their Spleen againft the 
Admimftration ; but, from what has happened To-day, we 
have, I chink, no Reafon to conclude, that our Difcontents 
or Pivifions are at an end. No Fault can be found with 
die Declaration of War, no Fault can, as yet, be found with 
the Conduct of the War ; but Fault muft be found with 
fomething ; therefore, we have this Day had the Condud 
of pur public Affairs for Twelve or Fourteen Years paft ex* 
amined into, and every Step of it, I think, condemned, tho* 
no Part of it any way relates to the Queftion now before us. 
For my Part, my l^rds, I fhail not give your Lordfhips the 
Trouble of entering into a minute and particular Juftficatioa 
of our Conduit, and of all the public Rxpences that have 
been incurred, during chat long, — very long Period, as tout* 
Iiave thought it : The Talk would not be difficult ; but k 
would be tedious, and, I think, unneceflary : Therefore, I 
ihall only obferve in general, that every Step of our Con4»&» 
during that Period, has been approved by both Houfes of 
Parliament ; and every Article of our public Expence, has 
pot only been approved, but provided for, by Parliament; 
confequently, as there have been feveral general Elecpoos 
within that Period, I mull think, that not only the Condud 
of our public Affairs, but ail the public Expence the Nation 
has been put to, has met with the Approbation of a great 
Majority of the People. 

' We are now, my Lords, engaged in a War, and in a 
War too, that may prove a very heavy and dangerous one, 
especially, if, by our Divifions, forae o( our Neighbour 
ftould be encouraged to join with Sfain agaiaft us, and our 
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AJlie* di&o*faged from giving as any Affiftanoe ; therefore I And. 19 Oao.tt. 
wifh fome noble Lords would do what they acknowledge to 1739- * 
be right : I whn they would forget all former Contention** U*nr" *■* 
and heartily unite in every Thing that may tend to (hew our 
Friends, as well as Enemies, that whatever Divifions there 
may be amongtt as, whatever Faults we may find with the 
Condoit of our Mimrters, in time of Peace, we will do no- 
thing, nor fay any thing, that may difconcert or interrupt them* 
in the Profecution of a juft and neceffary War. If this had 
been the Cafe, I am fore no Part of his MajefiY s Speech, 
nor any Part of the Addrefs now propofed, would have been 
obje&ed 10 j for, fuppofe there were now no DrWfions *- 
mongft us, nor any Heats or Animofities in the Nation, fun- 
pole there never had been any fuch, yet, I cannot think it 
would have been wrong in his Majefty now, at the begin* 
ning of a War, to caution us agai&ft DrWfions, Heats, and 
Amniofities, nor in any of his Minifters, to advife him to do 
ft % and far lefs would it have been wrong in us, to make a 
proper Return to that Part of his Majefty's Speech, by de- 
claring in our Addrefs, that we would take care to follow the 
Advice his Majefty had fo grarioufly and fo properly given. 
It is what has been often done, by the Sovereign, from the 
Throne ; and it is what this Home has never failed to make . 
a proper Return to ; therefore, if we fhould, mxm this Oc- 
canon, negleft to do fo, I mould thmk, I am tore the whole 
World without Doors would think, it proceeded from that 
very Thing which his Majefty complains of in his Speech, 
ana to which he moft juftly, in my Opinion, imputes the late, 
and otherwtfe unaccountable ObiHnacy, or rather Contumacy 
of Sfnin. For this Reafbn, my Lords, I (hall be fo far from 
dnWreemg with any Part of the .Addrefs my noble Friend 
has been picafed to propofe, efpecially that Part, which fome 
nobie Lords hare thought fit to objedl to, that if he had 
omitted to propofe h, I ftrould have flood up in my Place, 
and endeavoured to fuppry the Defeat, by wa/ of Amend- 
ment. 

The Earl of Scarborntgb. 

* My Lords, although I have often had thtf MisTortmte to Thc ^ - 
Hod what 1 approved of, oppofed by fome lords for whom I Sctrhnmrfr- 
had a vtry great Efteem, yet, I never could allow myfelf to 
call that Oppofition a Divifion, or to think that it proceeded 
from any Party-Prejudice, or private Difcontent : and, I am 
Ave, it cannot, with the leaft Jufrice,' be faid, that any late 
Oppofitkm has, in this Home,* been carried oh with Heat, 
mt Anhnofity. i have been always fo candid as to think; 
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An*. 13 Geo.IF. that if any Lord oppofed what I approved, he did it, be- 
W* caufc he thought it was wrong ; and, if he propofed any 
"* "*"' ' Thing in which I could not join, I hare always fuppofed, 
he did it, became he thought it was right. This has always 
been my Way of Thinking, about the Conduit of thofe who 
differed from me in Opinion, and I hope it has been their 
Way of 1 hinking, about mine. Therefore, I cannot think 
there has been lately any Thing amongft us that could pro- 
perly be called a Divifion* and I am fure* there has, of late, 
no Hent or Animofity appeared in any of our Debates. I 
have* indeed, obferved great Heats and Animofities expref- 
fed 7 both within Doors and without, againft the infulting 
Treatment we have, for many Years, received from Spain ; 
but 1 was fo far from difapproving, that I have always join- 
ed in fuch Heats and Animofities : I have always reflected 
upon the Limits offered us by Spain, with as great Indigna- 
tion as any Man in the Kingdom, tho' I dittoed perhaps 
with fome. as to the Method, or rather as to the Time of 
(hewing our Refentment in a proper Manner, againft the 
-Conduit of that infolent and impotent Nation. 

* It is long fr.ice their Conduct deferred the higheftand 
moft immediate Keientment: It is long fince we might, with 
Juftice, have made them feel the molt fatal Effects of onr 
Vengeance ; and whatever the natural Haughtiness of that 
Nation may make them fuppofe, the reft of Europe muft be 
convinced, that our Forbearance has been owing to a Com* 
paffion for their Weaknefs, and not to any Dread of their 
Power. It was this, that made his Majelly reiblve, by ac- 
cepting of the late Convention, to give them a freih Oppor- 
tunity for feeing the Foolifhnels of their Conduit towards us 
and for preventing, by a Submiffion, that fevere Correction 
it deferved to meet with. But I am furprized to hear fome 
Lords inM fo ftrongly, and as it were triumphantly, upon 
that Convention's meeting with the Approbation of both 
Houfts of Parliament I believe, there were a great many, 
who approved of the Addrefs propofed upon that Occanon, 
tho' they were very far from approving of the Convention. 
I remember, one of the chief Arguments infifted on in fa- 
vour of that Addrefs, was, that it did not imply an Appro- 
bation of 'the Convention. If fuch a Thing nad been pro- 
pofed, J believe, inftead of meeting with the Concurrence 
of both Houfes of Parliament, it would have been rejected by 
both, with Difdan. 

• I am convinced, that feveral Lords gave their Confent 
to the Addrefs propofed upon that Occaiion, becauie tney 
thought it did not imply an Approbation of the Convention ; 
and as I had the Honour to be fo well acquainted with the 
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Meafats Ids Majefty had reared' on, that, if Spmrn did not Amu f*G«.fi. 
foon yeiki to a great deal more than was expre&Iy {Updated ^7 39* 
by die Convention, I was thoroughly convinced, that a War ^ ^^^ 
would fpeedily enfue ; therefore, tho' I did not approve of 
die Convention, nor of the Addrefs that was propofed upon 
that Occofion, yet, I was againft our doing any thing in this 
Hoofe that might harry our Minifters into a War, before 
they had fumoendy provided for profecnting it with Vigour ; 
and, as a Resolution propofed in this Hoofe, towards the 
End of laft Seffion, would have been a fort of Parliamen- 
tary Declaration of War againft Spain, and coniequendy 
would have precipitated the Nation into a War, before we 
were Jiiffiriently prepared, either for defending ourfelves, or 
offending the Enemy ; therefore, I was againft that Refeio- 
tion, tho* it was propofed and fupported by feveral Lords 
for whom I (hall always have the greateft Regard. 

' So much 1 thought neceflary to trouble your Lordihips 
with, for explaining my Conduct laft Seffion, left it mould 
be inferred from what has been iaid in this, that, if Spain 
had made the Payment ftipulated by that Convention, I 
ihould have been for continuing to negotiate with them for 
eight Months, or one Month longer, and allowing them, in 
the mean time, to fearch and feize our Ships in the Ame- 
rican Seas. This, my Lords, I Ihould have been againft, 
notwithftaading my having been againft the Refolution pro- 
pofed at the End of laft beffion ; and, if this had happened 
to be the Cafe, it would, indeed, have made a Divifion. 
among us ; but then, it would have been fuch a Divifion as 
a noble Lord has reprefented c It would have been a Di- 
vifion between, the whole People of the Nation on one Side, 
and a very few of his Majefty's Minifters on the other. About 
the time the Convention was concluded, there was, 1 (hall 
grant, fome fort of Difpute, tho* not properly a Divifion, 
about the moft proper Time for declaring War againft Spain. 
Some thought that it ought then immediately to oe declared, 
while others thought that it was prudent to wait four Months 
longer. But, no Man thought, at lead, no Man, Minifter 
or other, dared to fay, that, if Spain refufed to make the 
ftipulated Payment within the Time limited, or pretended to 
evade any longer fetding the chief Point in Difpute between 
the two Nation*, we ought not, even in that Cafe, to de- 
clare War, or begin Reprifals againft them. About this, 
there never was any Difpute, much les a Divifion among us, 
and therefore, upon their fading to perform what they had 
promifed, Hoftilities were begun, and War at laft declared, 
as 1 expelled, wirh as great Unanimity among all Ranks *,nd 
Degrees of Men, as any public Mcafurc ever met with. For 
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. 14 Geo. II . this Reafon, I cannot but difapprove of that Paragraph in Us 
_j ?39« Majefty's Speech, which relates to Divmons, Heats, and 
^ Ammofities ; and much more muft 1 difapprove of the Re- 

turn propofed to be made to it in our Addrefs. The former, 
in my Opinion, bears, and the latter confirms, an Infinua 
tion, that is evidendy and abfoloteiy falfe. They both tend 
to infinuate, as if there were a Party among us, that with 
Heat and Animofity oppofed and condemned our having 
declared War againft Spain. If a Foreigner, who knew 
nothing of the Difpofition of the People ofthe People of tab 
Nation, were to read his Majefly's Speech, this I am con- 
vinced would be the Conftrudion he would put upon the 
Paragraph found fault with ; and in this Opinion he would 
be confirmed, by reading in our Addrefs, the Anfwer pro- 
pofed to be made to that Part of his Majefty't Speech. 

' This, I fay, my Lords, will be the Opinion of every 
Foreigner that reads his Majefty's Speech from the Throne, 
and our Addrefs by way of return ; and as it is not only a 
falfe Opinion, but like wife an Opinion that may be of great 
Prejudice to this Nation, I fhail be againft our faying any 
thing in our Addrefs that may tend towards efahlnhing, 
among Foreigners, a Belief in an Opinion fo injurious to the 
People of this Kingdom, and fo mifchievous with regard to 
its Confequences in the prefent War, 

' I have, my Lords, the Satisfaction to think, that no 
Man doubts of my Elleem for his Majefty's Perfon, or my 
Zeal for his Service ; but I ihall always be for mewing that 
Efteem, and teftifying that Zeal, by declaring my Sentiments 
freely in every Place, and upon all Occafions, where my 
Duty calls upon me to do fo ; and, upon the prefent Occa- 
fion, I think, I am called upon to do fo, by all the Ties of 
Honour, Loyalty and Friendship , became, I am convinced, 
his Majefty would not, in his Speech, have made ufc of any 
fuch Words as thofe now complained of, if fome malicious 
Infmuations had not been made to him againft thofe who 
have, with great Calmnefs and Decency, oppofed fome late 
Meafures, for no other Reafon, I believe, but becaufe they 
thought them inconfiftent with the Honour or Interest of 
their Country. As fuch Infmuations muft tend towards 
giving his Majefty an ill Impreffion of thofe, whom I ihall 
always look on as good Subjects, tho' they may fometimes 
differ with me in Opinion ; therefore, I ihall be againft our 
doing any thine in this Hoitfe, that may confirm fuch Insi- 
nuations ; and for this Reafon, I muft be againft inferring 
in our Addrefs the Words or Expreffions objected to, by 
fome of the noble Lords who have fpoke before me in this 
Debate.' 

The 



Aim. i^Geo.IX. 
9tt lord Chancellor. ^7 39^ 

* My Lords, as nothing is more neccflary at the Beginning The Lor ^ 
of a War, than Concord and Unanimity amongft ourfelvts ; chancellor. 
and as oar Unanimity at prefent feems to be interrupted by a 
MHappreheniion of what his Majefty has (aid in his Speech 
from the Throne, and likewife of what the moble Lord has 
been pleafed to propofe by way of Anfwer; I hope your Lord* 
fhips will excuie my ruing up, to endeavour to reftore that 
Unanimity which I wifh to fee eftablifhed, by explaining and 
removing that Miftake which, I think, has occafioned the pre- 
fent Interruption. 

The Objections that have been made to forae Part of the 
Addrefs propofed, have, in my Opinion, my Lords, been oc- 
cafioned by fuppofing, that the Heats and Animofities there 
mentioned, relate to the prefent Time, aad to the late particular 
Meafure of declaring War againft Sp*™> Now, if your Lord- 
fhips will but coniider the Expreffions themfelves, which the 
noble Lord was pleafed to make ufe of, in that Part of the Pro-' 
pofition he has made to you, which has been objected to, and 
the Expreffions in that Part of his Majefty's Speech to which 
they refer, you will fee, that neither the one nor the other can 
be fuppofed to relate to the prefent Time, or to any particular 
Meafure. The Expreffions made ufe of by his Majefty in his 
Speech from the Throne, and by his Lordfhip in the Propofition 
he has made for an Addrefs by way of Anfwer thereto, plainly 
refer to the Time paft, and to Heats and Animofities in general, 
without the lead Application to any particular Meafure ; and 
when this is maturely confidered, I am of Opinion, no reafbn- 
able Objection can be made, either to his Majefty's Speech, or 
to any Part of the Propofition now before you. 

Upon the prefent Occafion, my Lords, I do not think it ne- 
ceflary for me to fhew, what Sort of Heats and Animofities 
have been amongft us, or how, or between whom, our late Di- 
vifions have arifen. It is acknowledged by all, that there have 
been Divifions, Heats, and Animofities amongft us : Nay, they 
became fb notorious, that even our Enemies took Notice of 
them, as appears by die Spanj/b Manifefto ; and I am convinced 
they were, as his Majefty has told us, the chief Caufe of that 
Obftinacy which Spain has of late Years (hewn in all her Ne- 
gotiations with us. Therefore, whatever thefe Divifions were, 
they muft be allowed to be a good Foundation for that fatherly 
and tender Exhortation to Peace and Unity, which his Ma- 
jefty has moft gracioufly given us in his Speech from the 
Throne. Suppofe our late Divifions had been between the 
People of one Side, and his Majefty's Minifters or Servants on 
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Ann. 73 Gco.lI, the other; and that thofe Divifions had occafioned Heats and 
1 739* Animofities in the Kingdom, even fuch a Divifion, ifanyfuch 
could be, would be unhappy for the Nation ; and as his Ma- 
jefty is the political Father of us all, as he is the Father of his 
Servants, as well as of his Subjects, it became, in that Cafe, 
neceflary for him, efpecially at the Beginning of a foreign War, 
to endeavour to reconcile them to each other, by recommend- 
ing Peace and Unity to both ; at lead it mult, I think, be ac- 
knowledged, that it was gracious in him to do fo, and that it 
(hewed his Concern for the general Welfare of his Kingdoms. 
But, my Lords, I am far from being of Opinion, that any 
fuch Divifion can ever exift, in which the whole People are of 
one Side, and the King's Miniiters, or a few of them only, of 
the other. I believe, the moil hated or defpifed Adminiflmion 
that ever was in this Kingdom, had a great many Friends 
among the People, and a great Party that approved of their 
Meafures 1 and therefore, I cannot approve of the Cullom 
mentioned by a noble Lord in this Debate, of making ufe of 
the Words People and Adminiilration as two oppofite Terms ; 
J think it an invidious Sort of Diftin&ion ; and therefore I mull 
think, that the Cullom is at all Times fomewhat feditious. If 
any one has of late made ufe of this Diftin&ion, and endea- 
voured to recommend the Ufe of it to others, the doing £> could 
proceed from nothing but Heat and Animofity ; for none of 
his prefent Majefty's Minifters have done, or advifed any 
Thing, that could give the leaft Room for thinking, that they 
were in any Intereft oppofite to that of the People. Gentlemen 
may differ in their Opinions ; and thofe who hare the Honour 
to ferve his Majefty, may think that for the Good of their 
Country, which others think not to be fo ; but thofe who differ 
from them, ought to judge of their Conduct with that Candour 
and Charity, which the noble Lord who fpoke tail has recom- 
mended, and which, I am convinced, is a Way of Judging 
pra&ifed by him upon all Occafions. If every Man, both 
within Doors and without, wou'd follow his Lordihip's Ex- 
ample, we ihould have no Heats or Animosities in the King- 
dom, nor would any one fuppofe fuch a Divifion, as that of 
the whole Body of the People upon one Side, and a few of his 
Majefty's Minifters upon the other. 

Such a Divifion, my Lords, can never, as I have (aid, exift 
tn any Country, and much lefi in this than any other, unlets 
our Conftitution ihould be firft overturned, or at leaft fufpended ; 
and I am fure we have lately had nothing like it. We 
had indeed, a very great Divifion amongit us, but lait 
Seflion of Parliament : Some were for an immediate War 
againfl Spain, notwithstanding the Convention they had agreed 
to, and others were for waiting a few Months longer, to fee 
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Jf we could obtain Juftice by peaceable Means. His Majefty 's Ann. 13 Ceo. tt. 
Servants knowing the great Regard he had for the Trade and 1739 
Welfare of his SubjecTs, were very generally, I believe, of the V ~ 

latter Party, which was fb far from confuting of his Majefty s 
Minifters only, that k had a Majority in both Houfes of 
Parliament, and confequcntly, by our Conftitution, we are 
cbliged to fuppofe, that it had a Majority among the People. 
Notwithstanding this Majority, they fupported their Opinion, 
both within Doors and without, with great Moderation and 
Tranquillity ; but I cannot fey fo of the other Party. In 
this Home, I (hall grant, there was no Heat or Animofity 
appeared ; but the Party without Doors did break out into 
Heats and Animofities, and endeavoured, as is ufuai upon all 
firch Occafions, to fupport by Noife and Clamour without 
Doors, what they could not fupport by Reafon and Argu- 
ment within. This Divifion, and thefe Heats and Animo- 
fities, are now, 'tis true, at an End; but others may arife, 
and therefore it was very natural, and even neceflary, I think, 
for his Majefty, the next Time he met his Parliament, to 
recommend Unity and Concord, and to exhort us to avoid Heats 
and Animofities. He does not fb much as fuppofe there are any 
at prefent fubfiiting; He gives us only a gracious Exhorta- 
tion to avoid fuch in Tmte to come : This furely can never 
be taken amifs in any Country, or at any Time j and much 
lefs in a free Country, where Divifions,' Heats and Animo- 
fities are apt to arife, notwithstanding the utmoft Caution ; 
and at the Beginning of a heavy and dangerous War, when 
they may be of more pernicious Confequence than at any 
other Time. 

Having thus explained to your Lordlhips, what is meant 
by that Paragraph in his Majefty*s Speech, in which Divi- 
fions, Heats, and Animofities are mentioned, I hope it will 
appear, that no reafonable Objection can be made to it : I 
hope it will appear, that it is only a general Exhortation to 
Peace and Unity ; #nd fhall we fb much neglect, or rather, 
in my Opinion, contemn fuch a kind, fuch a gracious, and 
fuch a fatherly Exhortation, as not to make the leaft Return 
to it in our Addrefs ? What the noble Lord has propoed, 
is, I think, the leaft Return we can make : His Lordfhip's 
Proposition, like what his Majefty has faid in his Speech, does 
not relate to the prefent Time, nor to any particular Divi- 
fion that has been amongft us. It is only a general Decla- 
ration, that we will promote Harmony and Unanimity in 
Time to come. This is, I hope, what every Lord in this 
Hoofe is refblved on, and therefore, I hope, no Lord will 
oppofc oar giving his Majefty and his Allies the Satisfaction, 
and his and our Enemies the Mortifications to declare it 
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Ann 13Geo.II.to d* Terms propoied, or in more cxprcfi Terms, if fuoh 
" 1739. " could be contrived and were thought neceflarv.' 

E. of Winchelfea. 

Earl or win* € My Lords, If I were to confider his Majefly's Speech from 
fbelfe*. the Throne, as a Speech really framed by himfelf, and without 
the Advice of any of his Minifters, I fhould be apt to join 
with the noblo Lord that fpoke laft, in looking upon it as a 
fatherly and tender Exhortation ; but it is well known, that in 
this Houfe We always do, nay, we ought to confider his Ma- 
jelly's Speech as the Speech of his Minifter ; and, when I con- 
. fider it in that Light, I cannot look upon that Part of it, which 
relates to Divifions, Heats and Animofities, as a friendly Ex- 
hortation: I mull look upon it as a defigned Reflection upon 
thofe, who, not only laft Year, but for many Years preceding, 
took the Liberty to condemn his tame Submiflions and pacinc 
Negotiations, which have, as was long fince foretold, at laft 
ended in an open and declared War $ and that at aSeafbn, which, 
if we confider the prefent Situation of Affairs in Europe, we 
mufl allow to be the mod unlucky for this Nation, of any we 
could have chofen, ever fince Spain began to infultand plunder, 
and he to negotiate and fubmit. 

In this Light, I fay, my Lords, I muft confider it, and 
I confider it in this Light, becaufe we have of late Years 
had no Appearance of any Divifion, much lefs of any Heat 
or Animofity, but what has been occafioned by his Meafures. 
We have lately had none of thofe Party Divifions amoogft 
1 us, with which this Nation ufed formerly to be perplexed : 

The Jacobite Party is now, thank God j entirely broke : 
Whig and Tory, High Church and Low, have been many 
Years ago quite forgot : We are all united in a Refblubon to 
fupport and preferve our Conftitution under the prelent happy 
Eftablifhment : Nothing like a Divifion has for many Years ap- 
peared amongft us, but what was occafioned by fbme Miniflerial 
Meafure, which was thought ruinous to the Trade, or inconfiftent 
With the Honour of the Nation ; and in fuch Circumftances, 
when the Minifler comes and tells us, That Heats and Ani- 
mofities have been, with the greateft InduHry, fomented through- 
out the Kingdom ; and that our Divifions have encouraged 
our Neighbours to ufe us ill ; and that we ought to avoid 
all fuch for the future ; I mufl look upon it as a defigned 
Reflection upon thofe, who have found fault with any of 
his Meafures in Time pad, and as an imperious Sort of Ex- 
hortation to approve and fubmit blindly, in Time to come, 
to every Thing he may vouch lafe to propofc to us, and to 
every Meafure ii* may think fit to purfue. 

This 
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This, my Lends, is the Conftru&ion that muft he put upon Ann. 13 Geo.If, 
what is faid in his Majefty's Speech about Divifiona, Heats, ^?3 fr 
and Animofities, by every Lord who confiders the Speech in ^ 

that Light, in which alone it ought to be confidered in this 
Houfe. This is what could not but be forefeen by tiiofe 
who advifed the Speech 5 and therefore, if they have this 
Day heard any unwelcome and galling Truths relating to 
their pari Conduit ; if their paft Meafures have not been 
allowed to fink into that Oblivion they deferve ; thofe who 
advifed the Speech have themfelves only to blame ; for when 
an Oppofition, that Experience as well as Reafon hasjulti- 
fy'd, is called Animofity, and is affigned as the Caufe of 
that Misfortune, which evidently proceeded, not from the 
Oppofition, but from the Meafures that were oppofed, it 
became neceflary for thofe who had joined in that Oppo- 
iition, to juftify their Oppofition, by expofing and again 
demonftrating the Weaknefs of thofe Meamres they had op- 
pofed. The Difegreement therefore that has this Day hap- 
pened amongft us, and which ought, certainly, by all Means 
to have been prevented, is not owing to thofe who have this 
Day found fault with pail Meafures, but to thofe who moil 
unneceilarily, I {hall nc£ fay arrogantly, revived the Memory 
of them, by giving the invidious Names of Divifion, Heat, 
and Animofity, to the Oppofition that was made to them. 

From this Confideration, every Lord that has this Day found 
fault with any of our late Meafures, mull be juftified, 
and from this likewife, I hope, I fhall be juflified, in 
taking fome Notice of what has been this Day faid in 
favour of our late Convention With Spain. The Difedvantages 
and Dishonour of that Treaty were lalt Seffion fo fully ex- 
pofed, that I fhould not have given your Lordihips the Pain 
to hear that Treaty again mentioned, if fome Arguments 
had not been now advanced in its Vindication, that neither 
were, nor could be made ufe of, when it was lail Year under 
our Confideration. We have been told, my Lords, that this 
Treaty now appears to have been an honourable and advan- 
tageous Treaty for this Nation, becaufe Spain refufed to per- 
form it on their Fart. So far otherwife, that their refuting 
to pay the 95,000 /. confirms what was faid laft Year by 
thofe that oppofed our Approving of the Treaty. They 
then foretold, that Spain would not pay a Shilling of 
that Money, unlefs our South-Sea Company firft paid them 
the 68,000 /. they demanded ; and the Event has confirmed 
what was then prophefied; which fhews, that the Treaty 
was really more difhonourable, than what upon the Face of 
it appeared ; tho* even this pretty clearly appeared, by the 
King of Spain** Declaration, which our Negotiators had, it 
fcemsy accepted of as the Condition upon which' his very 
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Ann. 13 Geo. II. Signing, and much more hi? Performing of that Treaty, was 
'7 39« to be proceeded on. Their infilling apon our receiving that 
""""* Declaration, fhewed the Contempt they had of our Conduft, 

and their adhering fo cloiely to what they thereby declared, 
was only a farther and a ftronger Manifeftation of that 
Contempt 

Another new Argument this Day made ufe of in favour 
of that Convention, is, that it was neceflary for us to pre- 
pare* for War before we declared it ; and that the Convention 
gave Us Time to be prepared for War, and to fend Nonce 
to our Merchants to remove tbeir Ships and Effects out of 
the Spani/b Dominions, which we could not otherwife have 
had. This Argument, my Lords, is built upon the Suppofi- 
tion of a Fact, which every one knows to be falie. Did 
we make the lead Preparation for War during the/for Months 
the Convention held us in Sufpence r Did we in all that 
Time give the leaft Hint to ow Merchants to withdraw their 
Effects ? It is well known, that we did not begin to prepare 
for War till the Month of June lad, nor did we fend Notice 
to oar Merchants to withdraw their Effects, till the Month 
of July ; and might not this have been done in the Month 
of June or July was a Twelvemonth, #s well us in the Month 
of June or Jufy lair, r Certainly it might Nay, we can 
always, in a Month's Time, prepare fufflciently for commenc- 
ing a War againft Spain alone, and therefore have no Occafion 
for entring into a dishonourable Negotiation, much Ids for 
concluding a diihonourable Treaty with them for fuch a 
Purpofe. 

As thefe, my Lords, are the only new Arguments I have 
this Diy heard in favour of that moft diihonourable Treaty, 
I fhall give your Lordfhips no farther Trouble upon a Subject, 
that I always mention with Reluctance, becaufe the leaft 
Mention of it muft, I think, be grating to every Man that 
hears ip, if he has any Regard for the Honour or Intereft 
of this Kingdom. What I have faid, when added to what 
has been before faid upon the fame Subject, will fofficiently 
jullify the Oppofition that was made to it ; therefore, I muft 
think, it was wrong to advife the Inferring of any Thing 
in his Majefty's Speech, that might feem to call a Reflection 
upon that Oppofition ; and consequently, I muft be againft 
our enforcing, and, as it were, redoubling that Reflection, 
by any Words in our Addrefs. I know, that the Cuftora 
•f eebcing back ( I muft, my Lords, make ufe of the Word 
Echo ; if I knew a more burlefque Word, or a Word that 
more ftrongly fhewed my Comtempt, I would certainly ufe 
it ) I fav, my Lords, I know that the Cuftom of ecboiugbuk 
his Majefly's Speech from the Throne, in the Addreis of 
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this Hottfe, is of fome Standing ; but I likewife know, that Ann. 13 Geo. IL 

Minifters have, ever iince that Cuftom began, had more In- *739» 

fiuence in Parliament, than they had in former Reigns, and " ^ ~* 

more, perhaps, than they ought to have in any Reign. Such 

a Cuftom is rather a Sign of Compliafance to the Minifter, 

than of Refpeft to the Sovereign. The greateft and bed 

Sign of Refpefl we can Chew to the Sovereign, is Sincerity * — 

and, if this Cuilom continues for any lime longer, our 

Sincerity to our Sovereign will, I am afraid, be loft in a 

fawning Complai fence to his Minifter. 

Let us, therefore, my Lords, take this Opportunity, which 
I think a good one, to interrupt the Cuilom, kit it fhould, 
as other Cuitoms have done, become common Law, which 
the Lawyers (ay is Common Reafon, even tho' it be incon- 
fiilent with the Reafbn of every Man but a Lawyer. But, 
if your Lordihips are refolved that your Addrefi fhall be a 
compleat and faithful Echo to the Speech, I tljink, you 
fhould go farther than has yet been propofed : I think you 
fhould take fpecial Care to declare it as your Opinion, 
that the Heats and Animoiities fomented amongft us, has 
been one of the chief Encouragements to the Court of 
Spain,* to hold fuch a Conduct towards this Nation, as to 
make it neceflary to have Recourfe to Arms ; becaufe, 
this I take to be, with Regard to the Minifter, the moft im- 
pcrtant Sentence in the whole Speech ; and therefore ought 
not, furely, to be neglected by thofe, who think that every 
material Sentence in his Majefty's Speech ought to be moft 
dutifully echoed back to the Thrqpt by the Addrefs of this 
Houfe.' 

Duke of Argyll. 

• My Lords, I miift begin what I have to fay to your The Duke of 
Lordfhips upon this Occafion, with obferving, that I am very *Argjl<* 
much difappointed in the Hopes, I with Pleafure entertained 
for fome lime, before we met in this Houfe. Our Situ- 
ation before this Seflkm opened, was yery different from what 
it was before the Opening of the hit We had then juft 
received the forrowful Tidings of a new Convention between 
us and S(*h, which before we faw it, had great Encomiums 
beftowed upon it, by thofe who had been concerned in the 
ISegotiation. This new Treaty was to put a happy and ho- 
nourable End to all our Differences with Spain-. It was 
to give Reparation to our injured Merchants, and to pro- 
cure Satisfaction to the Nation, and Security to our Trade 
in Time to come : In fhort, it was to give us all we wanted, 
and more than we could have expected. But thefe Encomiums 



Ann. 13 Ceo. h. I could put no Faith in. I knew the Haughtinefe of thofe 
1789. we had been treating with ; I knew the contemptible Opinion 
1 they had of the Perfons they treated with ; and therefore, I 
expected, that this new Treaty would refemble fome former 
Treaties we have lately made, in nothing fo much as ill 
Dishonour and Difgrace. This made me expect to fee, during 
that Seffion, great Contention within Doors, and mat Mar- 
murings and Difcontents without ; and in this I was not dis- 
appointed. 

But before the Opening of this Seffion, my Lords, we were 
in a very different Situation. Our Negotiations, with Spain at 
leaftj were* thank God ! at an End. A War was actually de- 
clared, which was what all, but a very few aaiongft us, had long 
and ardently wifhed for ; and this Nation was in a Way, by 
which we have never failed doing ourfelves JufHce, when our 
Arms were prudently and vigoroufly conducted. From this Si- 
tuation, I expected to fee nothing, during this Seffion of Par- 
liament, but Concord and Unanimity within Doors, and Joy 
and Acclamations without I expected to hear nothing of pail 
Meafures, efpecially from thofe who could not be infcnfible of 
the Difcontents their paft Meafures had occafioned. I expcded 
nothing but a moil cordial and unanimous Concurrence in pro- 
per Meafures for enabling his Majefty to convince our Enemies, 
that we are better Fighters than Negotiators ; and that though 
they had for many Years eluded the Force of our Rhetoric, 
they mould be unable to elude, for as many Months, the Force 
of our Arms. 

Thde, my Lords, I fiy, were my Expectations before the 
Opening of this Seffion of Parliament,' and in theie, I can 
aflure your Lordfliips, I took great Delight. But thofe who 
had the Advifing and Drawing up of this Speech now under 
our Consideration, have, I find, taken the very firft Opportu- 
nity to difappoint me in my Hopes. Inftead of applying to us 
in a modeit, prudent, and conciliating Manner, for thofe Sup- 
plies that may be neceflary for carrying on the War ; they 
have begun with throwing unjuft and ill-grounded Reflections 
upon their Country, and upon albthofe that oppoie the fruitkft 
and deftruclive Meafures they took for preventing it : Mea- 
fures, which every one fbrefaw would be fruitlefs, before the 
Event (hewed them to be fo ; and Meafures, which, in the 
mean Time, ruined the Trade, exhaufted the Treaiure, and 
cxpofed the Character of their Couutry. 

This, my Lords, to me looks as if they were more follicitous 
about juftifying their Pacific Mealures, than they are about 
meriting the Approbation of their Country as to their Warlike ; 
and this, I muit fay, is but a bad Omen of our future Suc- 
cefs, if they be encrufted with the Conduct of the War ; for 
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toothing can contribute more to the Juftification of their late Ann. 15 Geo.ir. 
Pacific Schemes, than an unfortunate Mbe of the War we are 1739. 
bow engaged in. 

I fhall grant, my Lords, that an Advice or Caution againft 
Divisions, Heats, and Animoiities, has been often repeated to 
us in Speeches from the Throne 1 and I do not at all wonder 
at it, tor nothing is fo like one Minifter as another Minifter. 
Minifters muft always be, they ought to be, the Advi&rs of 
the King's Speech to his Parliament As great a Man, and as 
good a Judge of our Conftitution, as ever fat in this Houfe, 
often gave it as his Opinion, that if Minifters were not, they 
ought to be the Advifers of every Speech the King makes 
from the Throne, and were anfwerable for ever^ Expreffion 
made ufe of upon fuch Occafions ; therefore we are not to bo 
furprized at the frequent Repetition we find of this Caution 
againft Heats and Animofities ; for Minifters are apt to look 
upon every Oppofition to their Meafures as an Animofity; 
and peevifn Minifters often prevail with their Mailer to de- 
clare it fo from the Throne ; but however this may ferve the 
Peevifhnefs of a Minifter, it is of great Disadvantage to the 
Crown, becaufe it engages the King in the Party with his 
Minifter, which is very feldom either the honefteft or moft 
numerous Party in the Kingdom. 

For this Reafon, my Lords, I fhall never think it very du- 
tiful in a Minifter to put fuch a Caution in the Mouth of his 
Sovereign ; and to put fuch a Caution or Advice into the 
King's Speech, at a Time when there neither is, nor has been, 
any Divifion; Heat, or Animofity, in the Kingdom, but fuch 
as have been occafioned by his Meafures, I fhall always think^ 
in fome Degree, criminal. In former Reigns, particularly in 
King Wiiliant* Reign, there was fbme Reafon for the Sovereign's 
giving a Caution to his Parliament againft Divifions, Heats, 
and Animofities; becaufe there were contending Parties in the 
Kingdom, which no way proceeded from any public Mea- 
fures purfued by the Minifters : but, in this Reign, there have 
been 00 fuch Parties; and yet, thefe Exhortations have been 
oftner made ufe of in this Reign, than in any former : I 
think they have been in the Speech at the Opening of every 
Seffion fince the famous Excife Scheme, except the firft Selfion 
of this Parliament, when the Complexion of the other Houfe 
was not perhaps fo well known as it was foon after. 

Who \yas the Author or Drawer-up of the Speech now un- 
der oar Confederation, I do not pretend to know ; but in this 
Houfe, my Lords, it is certain, we are not to fay, the King 
was : We muft fuppofe it was force of his Majefty's Mini- 
fters i and, confidering there is now the greateft Unanimity 
that, I believe, ever was in this Nation, confidering there has 
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Ann, 17 Geo. y . not lately been any Divifion, Heat, or Animofity in the King* 
'ij i9 , ' dom, unlefs that Opposition be called fb, which was made to 
' their late Pacific Schemes, I cannot think it was right or mo- 
deft in them, to put thofe ExprefSons in his Majetty's Speech, 
which are now found fault with. The noble Lord who {poke 
laft but one, lays, they do not relate to the prefent Time, or 
to any particular Meafure. [ muft beg Pardon to differ from 
him, tho* I am far from pretending to be fo good a Judge of 
Language as he is. The Expreflions both in the Speech, and 
in tne Addrefs propofod, plainly relate to the prefent Time. 
His Majefty fay6, the unhappy Di<vijms antongfi my Subjeds T 
are the onty Hopes of the Enemies to my Government : Do not 
thefe Words, does not the Word, are, in particular, relate to 
the prefent Time i Again, with regard to the Addrefs pro- 
pofed, can we with any Propriety fay, that, nothing fhafl be 
wanting on our Part to heal up our Divwons, if thme are 
none fuch now fubfifting in the Kingdom ? Can we fay, 
that his Majeily had any Occajkn to repeat his Admonitions, 
if our Divwons are all entirely healed up, and no fuch thing 
as any Heats or Animofities in the Kingdom i As to the 
Meafures, my Lords, which thofe £xpreffions were defigned 
to relate to, I fhall not. pretend to determine ; but I know 
of no public Meafure that has been lately oppofed with any 
Sort of Warmth* but our Negotiations with Spain, and the 
Convention, that was the unhappy Iffiie of thofe Negotiations s 
&nd I cannot think it right to fay, that thofe who oppofed 
tjiefe Meafures, or indeed any Meafures, were induflriout 
Fomenters of Heats and Animofities, which is exprefly (aid 
both in the Speech, and in what the noble Lord has propofed 
to be our Addrefs by way of Anfwer to that Speech. In this' 
Country, and by our Conjlitution, whoever thinks any public 
Meafure inconfiitenfwith the Happinefs of his Country, has a 
Right, nay, he is in Duty bound, to take every legal Method 
he can think of, to warn the People of their Dangers He is 
not, for that Reaibn, to be callqd a Fomenter of Heals and 
Animofities ; No man will call him fo, but a peevifh aiTum- 
ing Minifier, who, by a long Pof&ffion of too much Power, 
begins to think, that no Man in the Kingdom ought to op- 
poie his good Will and Pleafure. 

I mull likewife obferve, my Lords, that I differ ftom the 
fame noble Lord in another Thing he was pkafed to advance. 
I mult think, that a Divifion between the People of one 
Side, and the Minitfers of the other, is fuch a Divifion as 
may exift, even in this Country. I fhall grant, that Mi* 
nifters muft always have a Party for their Support ; but when 
that Party conMs of Men that Hit themfelves in the Mini- 
tiux's Party, no* becaufe they approve his Meafures, but be- 
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cade they receive his Pay, I cannot look upon them as any Ann. 13 Geo. IT. 
Part of the People: I mall look upon them, as well as him, I739# 
as the Enemies of the People ; and the mere of them he has 
in his Pay, the more criminal he muft always be. If fuch 
a Minifler and fuch a Party lhould ever happen, to our Mif- 
fortune, to exift in this Kingdom, they would, it is true, be 
the King's Subjects $ but, like other Criminals, they would 
be fuch Subjects as ought to be hanged. I (hall alfo grant 
chat, whilft our Conftitution remains entire, no fuch Minifler 
can long Hand his Ground in this Kingdom ; becaufe, if our 
Parliament fhould be allowed to lit, and if both Houfes iliould 
continue as" incorrupt as, I hope, they are at prefent, fucli a 
Minifler would foon, by a Parliamentary Profecution, be brought 
to what he deferred : But we know that fome Miniilers have 
found Means to govern, or rather to opprefs the Nation for 
feveral Years, without any Parliament at all ; and others have 
done the lame Thing, by means of a Penfionary Parliament. 
Therefore, fuch a Divifion may exift even in this Country, 
though it has never yet long exifted : Thefe over-grown Mi- 
nifters have, generally hitherto, fallen a Sacrifice to their 
own Iniblence and Ambition, foon after the Body of the Peo- 
ple declared againil them ; but the Misfortune is, that the 
Sovereign has fometimes been overwhelmed in the Ruins. 

I fhall always, nw Lords, be ready to judge charitably of 
other Mens Conduit, either in public or private Life. I 
fhall always be ready to fuppofe, that Men ad from right 
Principles, and that they at lead think they are doing what 
is right ; but this , Rule can take Place only in Cafes of a 
difputable Nature. If a Highway-man or Pick-pocket fhould tell 
me, that, he thought he did People a Service by robbing them 
or picking their Pockets, or by holding their Hands and pre- 
venting their being able to defend themfelves, or fecure the 
Villains that plundered them, I believe no Charity would 
oblige me to believe fuch a one to be an honeit Man ; and 
much left would Complaisance prevail with me, or. -a Re- 
ward induce me, to call him fo. In public Life, it is the 
fame : When a Minifter engages in no* Meafures but what 
may be fuppofed to be for the Public Good, Charity may 
induce me to believe, that he thinks he is doing right, tho* 
I differ from him in Opinion ; and fuch a Minifler, tho' 
his Meafures be found fault with by fome, yet he may de- 
pend upon having always a great Part of the People of his 
Side ; but when a Minifler engages in fuch Meafures as evi- 
dently tend to the Ruin of his Country, there is no Room 
for Charity, one muft believe him to be either an egregious 
Fool, or an arrant Knave. 
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Ann. i3 Cecil. This, my Lords, muft be every honeft Man's Way of 
'7 39» judging, in Cafes that admit of no Difpute ; bat, even in 
-- " v Caies that are difputable, tho' Charity obliges me to believe 

that Minifters think their Meafures calculated for the Good 
of their Country, yet, if I think otherwise, I am obliged to 
oppofe them, and may take fuch legal Methods as I think 
fit, to prevent or defeat them, without deferving to be called 
a Fomenter of Heats or Animofities. This was the Cafe, 
with regard to the late Convention ; Jt was thought, by 
many, to be a moft fcandalous and deftrudive Treaty : I 
thought fo as foon as I law it : I think fo ftill $ for I do not 
think myfelf in the leafl included by the fide-wind Ap- 
probation it met with. A Treaty's being approved by a 
Majority, in Parliament, does not oblige the Minority to . 
approve of it. Your Lordfhips have all a Right to {hew 
that you difapprove of what meets with the Approbation of 
the Majority, and to leave a Teilimony of your D&pprobatkxn 
upon Record, Nay, even a future Parliament is not obliged 
to approve of what, perhaps, met with a very general Appro- 
bation in the preceding. The Treaty of Utrecht was ap- 
proved of by a Majority in both Houfes of Parliament. I 
remember, I then disapproved of it, and gave my Sentiments 
very freely in this Houfe againft it ; and I remember the 
Reward I met with for fo doing. Thafc very Treaty was in 
a future Parliament, fo highly disapproved of, that fome of 
thofe who had the chief Hand in making it, were ptinifhed 
by Parliament ; and others had, perhaps, been more feverely 
puniftied, if they had not fled from Juftice. This, my Lords, 
may perhaps be the Fate of the Convention in fome future 
Parliament, tho ? the Father of it feems now extremely fond 
of his Ohild ; for I cannot but look upon his Majefty's Speech, 
and the Addrefs now propofed, as a fecond Approbation of 
that Convention ; I mull think them defigned as a new 
Triumph over thofe that oppofed it, which can give no great 
Joy to the Nation, whatever it may do to the Father of the 
Convention ; and therefore I wifh that, in order to make his 
Country rejoice as well as himfelf, he would hereafter take 
as much care to triumph over thofe that broke it, as he 
now takes to triumph over thofe that oppofe it. 

This fecond Approbation, this new Triumph, I mould have 
been eafy about, I fhould have given myfelf no Trouble in 
oppofmg it, if I had not thought it an Encroachment upon 
. the Constitution of my Country, and an Impofition upon my 
Royal Mailer. I think it a moll dangerous Encroachment 
upon the Freedom of our Conflitution, to have the legal 
Oppofers of any public Meafure reprefented as Fomenten 
if Heat and Animofities, and Promoters of Divifions among 

the 



( 333 ) 

the People. If they had been guilty of any illegal or violent Ann. ijOeo. II, 

Pra&ices, there might have been fbme Room for giving them »739i 

fuch hard Names ; but, as no fuch Pra&ices have been lately * 

attempted, it muft be allowed, by every one who under/lands 

our Conftitutxon, to be a downnght Mifreprefentation ; and 

it is a moft dangerous Impofition upon our Sovereign, to make 

him the Author of fuch a Mifreprefention. I muft likewife 

look upon it as a moft dangerous Impofition, to make him 

believe, that there are unhappy Diyifions, or any Divifions, 

amongft his Subje&s, from whence his Enemies can have the 

leaft Room to hope for Succefs. I wiih they may have no 

other Foundation to build their Hopes on ; for, if they have 

not, they will foon fee that they have nothing to hope for, 

but from his Majefty's Juftice and Moderation. 

Whatever Difputes our pacific Meafures oecafioned, and 
thefc were the only Difputes that can be faid to haye pro* 
doced any Divifions, or any Thing like Heats or Animofites 
amongft us, they are all now happily ended by his Majefty's 
Declaration of War. That Declaration, my Lords, I muft 
join with a noble Lord that fpoke fome Time ago, in applauding. 
I think it is extremely right : It is well and ftrongly worded : 
The Fads are well chofen, and the Thoughts expreffcd with 
great Energy ; but I muft obferve, that it is a Sort of Sum- 
mary of die Arguments made ufe of laft Year againft the 
Convention, and Part of it, I believe, exprefled almoft in the 
very Words of the Proteft fumed by many of your Lord- 
Ihips upon that Occafkra, and entered upon the Journals of 
this Houfe, as a Teftimony to Pofterity, of your having 
difapproved of what was then agreed to by a Majority. This 
Declaration, my Lords, has given full Satisfaction to every 
Man that was difpleafed with our former pacific Meafures ; and 
furely, no Man can fuppofe, that it is di&greable to thofe that 
advifed it. It is therefore unjuft to fay, that there arc any Divi- 
fions in this Nation : It was wrong to Jay fo to his Majefty : It 
was more wrong to advife him to fay fb in his Speech from the 
Throne ; and it would bo ftill more wrong in us to confirm that 
Mifreprefentation, by any Sort of Infinuation in our Addrefs. 

War, my Lords, was what the whole Nation, except a 
very few, long fince defired. The Few that were againft it 
haw done what was their Duty : They have yielded to the 
general Voice of their Country ; and the War is now de- 
clared. I have already faid, and I muft again iky, that I 
thank God for it; for I think it a moft providential War 
for this Nation. It could be nothing but Providence that could 
fb harden the Hearts, or rather blind the Underftandings of 
the Spaniards, as to make them refined or negleft to per- 
form, on their Part, a Treaty which was both honourable and 
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Aim. 13 Gw,n. advantageous for them, but moft inglorious and deftructivefor 

^ 1 —?— i _f "*■ *^° us *' wou ^ knre ' )Ccn mo ^ un l uc ky> if they had 
* paid the Sum (Updated by that Treaty. It was a Provi- 

dence moil propitious to this Nation, that put them into 
a Humour to hold us in fuch Contempt as to refine making 
that Payment, which they had fo folemnly promised ; and as 
Providence has been favourable to us in forcing us into the 
War, I hope it will be as favourable to us in the Profecutien. 
It is hardly poflible the Event ihould be unfortunate for this 
Nation, unlefswe render it fo by our own Conduct; and as an 
uncorrupt and independant Parliament is the befl Check 
upon a Minifter's Conduct, I fhall look on it as a bad Omen 
of our future Conduct, if we (hould, in this firft Seffion, after 
the Commencement of the War, fhew fo much Compliance 
to any MiniHer, as to confirm a Mifreprefentation made 
by him to the Crown, especially as that Mifreprefentation is 
or fuch a Nature, that, if it be believed, it muft render oar 
Enemies more obftinate, and our Friends lefs ready to join 
in any Alliance with us.' 

TheLordcW « The Lord Chancellor then again rofe up and oijeroed) That 
filer. although an Objection had been made to fome Part of the 

noble Lord's Proportion for an Addrefs, and a long Debate 
Jiad enfued, yet no Motion had been regularly made for an 
Amendment j therefore, he thought it his Duty to take Notice, 
that if they infilled upon their Objection, it would be ne- 
cefiary to mention the Words to be left out, and to think of 
fome Words to be put in their Stead ; after which the Qoefti- 
on he was to put, would be, Whether the Words propofed to 
be left out Ihould Hand Part of the Motion. 1 

The Lord Bathurft. 

The Lord * ^X lords, the Words objected to, have been already 

*4tburft. mentioned, and I do not think it neceuary to propofe any 

Words to be put in their Stead, till the Quell ion be firft pat, 
Whether or no they fhall ftand Part of the Motion. If that 
Queftion be carried in the Negative, it will then be Time 
enough to think, whether any, and what Words ought to 
be inferted in the Room of thofe lef. out This, I think, 
my Lords, is the Parliamentary Way of Proceeding ; and the 
Objections have been already fo fully explained, and tne Reafon- 
ablenefe of them fo ftrongly enforced, that I think it on- 
neceflkry for me to add any Thing further upon the Subject. 
What the next Queftion may be, I fhall not pretend to fay, 
nor is it neceuary I Ihould. Perhaps it may be, To Ad* 
dreis his Majefty to know who advifed him to put into hii 
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Speech that Paragraph, which has been found fenk with in Ann. x3Oeo.1t* 
this Debate. Even this would bePaxliainentary ; bat whether '739» 
your Lordihips will think proper to go fo far, I do not know. '~^~ n 
However, my Lords, to obviate the prefent feeming Difficulty, 
I Aiall make yon the Motion for an Amendment, in Form, 
thus : That the Motion made by the noble Lord, fhould be 
amended by leaving out the Words, Thai it gives us inex- 
frrfible Concern, &c. as far as the Words, Thai wt art dt~ 
ttrminti* ■■ 

The Earl of I/la. 

1 My Lords, the noble Lord upon the Wool-Sack did not T ** Earl *f 
fadiault with your Lordihips Manner of Proceeding: He only ^* 
mentioned what was proper to be done ; and when there is 
any Defect or Omiffion as to the Form of your Proceedings, 
it is his Duty to acquaint you with it, and to inform you 
of what ought to be done. I fhall grant, it is not absolutely 
neccflary to mention before-hand, whether any, and what 
Words are to be put inftead of thofe propefed to be left out ; 
but it is ufual, and even Candour feems to require it, becaufc 
from thence, feveral Lords may determine how to vote upon 
the firft Queftion. 

As to the Words obje&ed to, I cannot, for my Fart, fee 
the leaft Occauon for leaving them out I even think it 
neccflary to keep them in, I fhall admit, my Lords, that 
the late Conduit of Spain, especially their Non-perfbrmance 
of what they promi&d by the late Convention, has rendered 
us unanimous for War. But War or no War, was not the 
only Difpute or Divifion amongft us. There have been many 
others, tome of which Hill fubufi ; and whatever there may 
be within Doors, I am certain there are ftill great Heats 
and Animofites without. Are there not {editions Libels now 
printed and difpericd ? Are there not malicious Stories fpread 
agajnft the Government dairy ? Sometimes it is laid, That 
we are not yet in earneft as to the War : At other Times it 
isiaid,That, notwithHanding our Declaration of War, we dare 
not flrike a Stroke. Many fuch falfe and fcandalons Opinions 
are with great Induftry propagated. All the Meafures of our 
Government are mifreprefented to this very Day. Even the 
Proceedings of this Houfe are libelled, not only in Conver- 
fatioo, but in Print. Is not every Lord fenfible of this ? 
Bo not your Lordihips all know it ? And in fuch Circunv 
fiances, was it not extremely proper for his Majefty to caution 
Qs againil Divifions, Hearst and Animouties ? Will it not 
be neeeflary for us to declare in our Addrefs, That we fhall 

endeavour 



Ann. i$ Oco.Ui endeavour to avoid adding Fuel to the Heats and Anlmofitiw 
■ *1}?L _j without Doors, by our Diiputes and Divifions within ?' 

trie Qucftion. Tire Qscft*°n was then put; and palled in the Affirma- 
w tive, Contents 68, not Contents 41, and the Addrefs pit- 

fented the next Day, was conceived as follows: 



w } gracious Sovereign, 
Lord! Ad- * We your Majefly's mdft dutiful and loyal Subject, the 

drefs. Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament auembled, beg 

Leave to return your Majefty our fincere and humble Thanks 
foryour mod gracious Speech from the Throne. 

Trie great Regard, which your Majefty has expref- 
fed for the Sence of both Houfes of Parliament, in your 
Proceedings with the Court of Spain, is a Continuance of 
Chat Royal Goodnefs, and Concern for the true Interdi 
of your People, which we have fo often experienced ; 
and your Majefly's Defire to have the Advice and Affiftance 
of your Parliament, as early as poffible, in this important Con- 
juncture, is a frcfli Proof of your real Confidence in your 
faithful Subje&s. 

The Juftice and Neceffity of the War, which your Ma- 
jelly has been pleafed to declare againft Spain, mull be at 
demonftrable to all the World, as the violent and intolerable 
Methods pradifed by that Nation, to interrupt and diftrefi 
the Navigation and Commerce of thefe Kingdoms, are noto- 
rious ; and it is the higheft Aggravation of this ofltnfive 
and inexcusable Conduct, that it has been obftinately pur- 
fued, in Breach of the moft fblemn Engagements, and in 
Defiance of the higheft Obligations of Friendfhip and good 
Offices. But fince Great Britain has been thus unavoidably 
called forth to Arms, we efteem it our peculiar Felicity, 
that we have a Prince upon the Throne, who, with pater- 
nal Tenderaefs, joins in the juft Refentment of an injured 
Nation ; and whole Magnanimity and Steadiness are equal 
to the glorious Caufe, in which he is engaged. 

On this Occafion, the unfeigned Tender of our lives and 
Fortunes is no more than is due to your Majefty, and our 
Country ; and we do, from the Bottom of our Hearts, give 
your Majefty the ftrongeft AiTurances, that we will zealoufly 
concur in all fuch Meafures, as may forward your Prepa- 
rations, and enable you to carry on the War with that Spi- 
rit and Vigpur, which truly becomes the Briiifb Name. 

Your Majefly's Goodnefs in acquainting us from die Thiol*; 
that you have augmented your Forces by Sea and Land, 
purfuant to the Power given you by Parliament, with all 
the Moderation that was coniiftent with thofe defireable Ends, 

which 



which you, in your Royal Wifdom, have pointed out to us,^. 13 Cecil* 
is an Inftance of your Majefty's gracious Difpofition to 1739. 
avoid bringing any unneceflary Burdens upon your People: C-«^" -J 
And though we cannot flatter ourfelves, that a State of War 
will not be attended with great Expences, and fbme Incon- 
veniencies; yet, when it is undertaken, not to gratify the 
Views of reftlefs Ambition, but to aflert and maintain the 
Honour and juft Rights of your Majefty's Crown and King- 
doms, we doubt not, but thofe powerful Motives, will induce 
all your Subjects, to undergo with Cheerfulnefs, whatever is 
neceflary in the Profecution of it. 

It gives us inexpreffible Cbncern, that there mould be any 
Occafion for your Majefty to repeat your gracious Admoni- 
tions againft thofe Heats and Animofities, which have been 
foments! throughout the Kingdom. As we cannot but moft 
ferioufly lament the unhappy Divifions thereby occafioned ; 
fb nothing (hall be wanting on our Part to heal them, by 
promoting that good Harmony and Unanimity, which are 
fo neceflary at this Juncture: And we truft in God, that 
any Hopes or Views formed by our Enemies upon fuch Cir- 
cumftances, will be found utterly vain and groundless ; fince 
all your Majefty's Subjects muft be convinced, that the Se- 
curity of our Religion and Liberties, and the Safety and 
Profperity of thefe Kingdoms, do entirely depend on the Pre- 
fervation of your Sacred Perfon and Government, and of 
the Proteftant Succeflion in your Royal Houfe. 

In this common Caufe, Intereft, as well as Duty, will make 
us unite ; and we do with the greateft Zeal and Firmnefs, 
allure your Majefty, that we are determined, at the Hazard 
of all that is dear to us, to fupport it againft all your Ene- 
mies both at home and abroad ; imploring the Divine Pro- 
vidence to give Succefs to your Arms, and make them the 
happy Means of procuring a fafe and honourable Peace. 

His Majefty* s moft gracious Anftwer. 

My I^rds, I thank you for this Addrefs fo full of Duty and 
Affection to me, and of feafonable AfTurances of your vigorous 
Support. The Satisfaction you exprefi in the Meafures I have 
taken, is very agreeable to me ; and you may depend on my 
Endeavours to carry on the War in fuch a Manner, as may 
beft anfwer the neceflary Ends propofed by it, and the juft Ex- 
pectations of my People. 

The Lords and Commons waited on his Majefty with the of^heKina ' 
Iqlnt Refohtfion of both Houies of Parliament, as follows: with their 

joint Rcfolu- 
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Ann. 13 Geo. II. Hefolved by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com 
J 739- mons, in Parliament affembled, That an humble Addrefs be 

*— - ^V — ' prefented to his Majefty, as a dutiful Return to his graci- 
ous Dtfire of the Advice of his Parliament at this critical 
and important Conjuncture ; and, as a farther Teflimony of 
our firm Refolution vigorously to fupport his Majefty in the 
Profecution of the War againft Spain, humbly to befeech his 
Majefty, never to admit of any Treaty of Peace with, that 
Crown, unlefs the Acknowledgement of our natural and in- 
dubitable Right to navigate in the American Seas, to and 
from any Part of his Majefty*s Dominions, without being 
feizcd, Searched, vifited, or flopped, under any Pretence 
whatfoever, fhall have been firft obtained as a Preliminary 
thereto. 

JHw Majefifs rnoft gracious Anfixer* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, I thank you for this dutiful Air 
drefs, which is Co agreeable to former Resolutions of both Houfes 
of Parliament. Your unanimous and vigorous Support in carry- 
ing on the War, will be the bed Means of procuring Cafe and 
honourable Terms of Peace ; and you may rely on my utmoft 
Care and Endeavour, to obtain effectual Security for thejuft 
Rights of Navigation and Commerce belonging to my Subjects, 

Debate occa- Feb, 28. The Earl of Haltifax having taken Notice of a 

£°5r d b r * * Me % e fent from the Kill 8 t0 ^ Houfe of Commons 

r 1 C ! l S r~ which had not been communicated to the Peers, fpoke to 

so cue Lorn- . r 1t . __ * 

mons only. &* following Effect : 

The Eiri of € My Lords, as no Lord can have a truer Regard for the 
HMhfux. Honour and Privileges of this Houfe, than myielf, fo none 

can feel a warmer Indignation, whenever any Attack is of- 
fered them. To preferve this fupreme Council of the Na- 
tion in the full Enjoyment of all thofe Rights derived to 
us from the Conftitution of Parliament, is a Duty we owe 
ourfelves, a Duty wc owe our Pofterity, a Duty we owe 
our Countiy. The Privileges of this Houfe, and the Li- 
berties of this Nation, are embarked on the fame Bottom, 
and we cannct forego the one without endangering the other. 
Our Acquiefcence under any Affront, (be it the Effect of 
Defign, or be it the Effect of Neglect) may in future Times 
be looked upon as a tacit Reiignation of our Rights, and 
be made a Precedent to the Difhonour of this Houfe, and 
the Deftructkm of this Kingdom. 

I cannot, 

* Set the Pcbate on this Mcfi age in the Houfe of Commons in 
Cfcaa./. Hift. Ann. s: (ifo. II. 17 39. p. a3a. 



( 339 ) 

I Cannot, therefore, too earneftly recommend to your Lord- Ann. 13 Geo. n. 
ftip's Confederation, his Majefty's Meflage to the Houfe of 
Commons, which we find in the printed Votes of the 1 2th 
of this Month. The Words of the Meflage are thefe : 

Geo roe R. 
His Majefty, in further Profecution of the juft and necefikry 
War, in which he is engaged, having under his Confideration 
certain Meafures, which will occafion fome extraordinary Ex- 
pences not comprehended in the Eilimates laid before this Houfe, 
hopes, from the known Zeal of his faithful Commons, that he 
ihall be enabled to carry on the fame, in the moft cfre&ual 
Manner. 

And does his Majefty hope lefs from his faithful Lords, 
that, contrary to all Form and Cuftom, a Demand of Sup- 
ply (hall be made to the Commons fingly, and your Lord- 
flaps not have the kail Cognizance of it ? Is it to be fup- 
pofcd, we are not equally zealous for the Succefs of the pre- 
fent War ? Equally defirous of fupporting his Majefty in 
the juft Profecution of it ? Or is our Concurrence upon all 
Occafions thought a Thing fo fure, fo certain, that the ufual 
Forms of confulting us are to be thus thrown afide ? Are we 
then fallen fo low, have we fo long flatter'd a Minifter, that 
he can promife himfelf our eafy Compliance, tho' he refine 
us the common Civility due to us, and, anfwering for our 
Conduct, advife his Majefty to apply to the Commons, as 
the only Part of Parliament that has any Thing left in its 
Difpofal? The Time has been, my Lords, that the Crown 
with Honour and Succefs has confulted this Houfe ; and fure 
I am, that t have many Lords now in my Eye, capable of 
giving fuch Advice to his Majefty, as would tend to the 
Glory of his Reign, and the Welfare of his People. 

I am forry, my Lords, I cannot charitably fuppofe, that 
this Contempt of us proceeded from a Miftake and Over- 
fight of the Miniftry's. As the Houfe of Commons has been 
the chief' Place of BufinesV this Seflion, it is poffible your 
Lordfhips may be as much out of fome People's Thoughts, 
as the Convocation is, but hardly, I believe, out of a Mi- 
nifter's. Some little Circumftances or ether are perpetually 
reminding him of us. Befides, my Lords, this is not the 
firft Indignity of the Kind that has been offered us : In the 
Year 1726, the feme Thing happened ; and in a Meflage 
from Jbis Majefty to the Houfe of Commons (probably penned 
by the fame Hand as this) the Appellation of Parliament 
was given them, as if the Parliament of England were com- 
pofcd of their Body only. I muft, therefore, confider the pre- 

1739. U u z fcnt 
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Ann. 13GC0. II. fent Cafe as a repeated Invaficn of the Privileges of this 
l7 39- Houfe, highly reflecting upon the Dignity of every Peer 
""""* who has a Seat in it. Why this has been thought a proper 

time for fuch an Attack, 1 know not, unlefs it be iup- 
pofed, that the Eflence of a Parliament is loft: Was this 
the Cafe, my Lords, ( which God forbid ! ) we mould do right, 
however, to keep up the Forms and Cuftoms of it, and main- 
tain at lead the Appearance of what our Anceftors enjoyed. 
If there are any fuch reflecting Suppofitions as thefe, if there 
are any fuch as flatter themfelves, that a fucce&ful Corruption 
has banifhcd the Freedom of Parliament, it is our Duty, my 
Lords to blafl fuch Hopes, and (hew we are not yet fuch humble 
Dependants upon Power, as tamely to offer a Sacrifice of our 
Rights, whenever a Minifter pleafes to call for them. What 
a melancholy Profoect mould we lay before the Eyes of our 
Countrymen, whofe expiring Liberties call loudly for our Aid, 
if we, the Guardians of their Rights, were no longer to be 
Protestors of our own ! 

Who, my Lords, could have been the Author of this Mef- 
fage, I own I am at a Lois to fay : It could not have been 
his Majefiy's : His Royal Favours to fo many of your Lord- 
fhips, is a furc Proof of his tender Regard to tie Honour 
and Dignity of this Houfe : It could not have been dictated 
by any of the Lords of his Majefty's Privy Council: They 
never would have advifed to fo great an Infringement of their 
own Privileges ; nay, they could not even have had Cognizance 
of it ; if they had ; they would have prevented it. Whofo- 
ever's Work it was, thus far I will venture to fay, my Lonfe, 
that it was formed upon that fatal, yet favourite Plan of let 
. fening the Credit of Parliament For this dreadful Purpofe, 
is it not enough, that every Office and Honour in the Church 
and State pafs thro* the Hands of one Man ? is it not enough, 
that he has it in his Power to put Virtue to the Teft, by 
privately applying that Temptation, which he thinks is moft 
likely to iucceed ? Mull alio a general Aflault be given to 
the whole Body of us ; and fhall the Dignity and Hononr 
of this Houfe be treated as cavalierly as the miferable Cha- 
racter of any fingle Dependant ? 

To avoid the Odium and Reproach fuch an Invafion of our 
Privileges-mult naturally incur, it has been artfully infmuated, my 
Lords, that this is Matter of Difpute between the Commons and 
us, fo that, under the Pretence of averting the Rights of one 
Houfe of Parliament, the Rights of the other may the more 
eafily be violated. My Lords, this is no Matter of Difpute 
between the Commons and your Lordfhips : We ask nothing 
new, nothing unprecedented : We don't attack any of their 
Privileges; we only defire to remain in the Pofleffion of our 

own; 
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own : Our ubnoft Ambition in the prefent Cafe is, to be look'd Ann. 13 Geo.II. 
upon as a Houfe of Parliament, and confulted by his Ma- 1739. 
jelly as fuch. When our Rights are thus plain and indubi V* "" \ "" +J 
table, our Cafe becomes national, and the Commons themfelves 
are interefled in the Support of it : Whenever the Dignity 
and Authority of this Houfe is brought low, their Rights and 
Privileges won't be of long Duration ; and whenever any im- 
pious Hand dare impofe Shackles upon us, the fame Fate will 
be prepared for every other Part of the Legiflaturc, 

From fuch a Calamity the uninfluenced Spirit of Liberty 
that reigns in this Houfe, the independent Sentiments of your 
Lordfhips, ( which neither Intereft nor Power can wean from 
your Country's Caufe ) will, no Doubt, fufficiently protect 
the prefent Age ; but we may lay Foundations for the future 
Difhonour of this Houfe, if we let pafs unregarded, fuch dan- 
gerous Precedents, as I apprehended this of his Majefty's De- 
mand of Supply to the Houfe of Commons fingly. I mult 
therefore, humbly move your Lordfhips, that you would come 
to this Refolution, That it is contrary to the Cufloms of 
Parliament, and derogatory to the Privileges of this Houfe, 
that a Menage figned by his Majefty, asking a further Sup- 
ply for the carrying on a War, fhould be fent to the Houfe 
of Commons fingly, without taking any Notice of this Houfe. 9 

The Lord Defanuar. 

' My Lords, I fhall always be as jealous of the Honour, The Lord ©*- 
and of the Rights and Privileges of this Houfe, as any Lord Lm>*r. 
in it ; and mall be as ready to refent any Indignity that 
may be put upon it. But, my Lords, we can put no greater 
Indignity upon ourfelves, than that of being jealous without 
Caufe, or refenting without Reafon. In common Life, a Man 
that is unreafonably fufpicious, and apt to take every Thing 
as an Affront, is always uneafy in himfelf, and generally de- 
fpifed by others. It will be the fame with your Lordfhips: 
If you fhould fnppofe you are affronted, when no Affront 
is defigned, or infill upon Rights that do not properly belong 
to you, it will be the mod effectual Method yon can take, 
for leuening or annihilating that Refpect which is due t* you, 
as the higheft and moft auguft Affembly in the Nation. It 
is not by Jealoufies and Suspicions, or by menacing Refo- 
lutions, that we are to preferve that Character, which this 
Houfe has for fo many Ages defervedly borne, but by a pru- 
dent and fleady Conduct, and by fhewing, that in all our 
Proceedings we have fincerely at Heart, the Honour of the 
Crown, the Privileges of the 4 Subject, and the Happinefs of the 
Nation. v 

I 
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Ann. 13 Ceo.II. J am not on \y futprized, but fbrry, that any Lord iii tha 
1_ 7 *9- f Houfe fhould imagine, that his Majefty, or any one that 
advifed him, intended to put an Affront upon this 
Houfe, by fending to the Commons the Menage which the 
noble Lord has been pleafed to mention, without fending 
at the fame Time the like Meflage to this Houfe. I am 
convinced, there was no Affront defigned, and I cannot lee the 
leaft Shadow of Reafon why any Lord fhould imagine there 
was. So* far otherwife, my Lords, I muft think it would hare 
been extremely improper to have fent any fuch Meflage to this 
Houfe, becaufe it relates to nothing but the Supplies for the 
Service of the enfuing Year. It is the Bufinefs of the other 
Houfe to grant the neceflary Supplies, it is from the other 
Houfe that' fuch Supplies are asked by the Crown, and there- 
fore, it is to the other Houfe, and, I think* to it alone, that 
Application ought to be made for any additional Supply. 

In all the Speeches that have been made from die Tlwonc 
for many Years pail, your Lordfhips may obferve, that our 
Sovereign has always addreffed himfelf particularly to the Gen- 
tlemen of the Houfe of Commons, when he mentioned the 
Supplies neceflary for the current Service. In that Speech 
which his prefent Majefty made at the Opening of this Seffion, 
Tie addrefles himfelf particularly tbthe Gendemen of the Houfe 
of Commons, and tells them, that he has ordered the Eftimates 
to be laid before them, and that he hopes they will grant 
fuch efle&ual Supplies as may enable him to carry on the 
War with Vigour. Was that particular Addrefs to the other „ 
Houfe then found fault with ? Was it ever found fault with ? 
And yet, I muft be of "Opinion, that we have as much Reafon, 
or rather more, to find fault with his Majefty's addremng 
himfelf upon that Occafion to the Houfe of Commons fingly, 
as we can have, to find fault with his having font this Meflage 
to that Houfe fingly. 

Our Concurrence, 'tis true, my Lords, is neceflary for every 
Article of Supply that can be granted by the other Houfe; 
but that Concurrence has always been expected without being 
asked by the Crown. Why therefore fhould we look upon 
its hot having been afk'd by the Crown upon this Occafion, 
as a Neglccl, or as any Sign of Difrefpeft ? Nay, if your 
Lordfhips will but confider the Words of the Meflage, yon 
. muft fee, that his Majefty could not fend it to this Houfe. 
In that Meflage his Majsfty acquaints his Commons, that 
he has under his Confideration, certain Meafures which would 
occafion fome extraordinary Expences, not comprehended in 
the Eftimates laid before that Houfe. Could his Majefty have 
exprefled himfelf fo to this Houfe ? Have we any Eftimates 
before us, or was it ever cuftomary to lay any fuch Eftimates 
before us ? The Meflage therefore, if it had been fent to this 

Houfe, 
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Hook, muft have been altered fome Way or another; and, Ami. 13 Geo. n, 
I confefe, I am at a Lois to conceive, how it could have . 5Z 3 ^! 
been altered, fo as to make it proper for being fent to this * ^ 

Houfe, without inferring fome Words that might have created 
a Jealoufy in the other'; and this Jealoufy might, perhaps, 
have bred a Contention between the two Houfes, that would 
have been of the moil dangerous Confequence in the prefent 
Conjuncture, 

This, my Lords, is no groundless Imlnuation or Pretence, 
in order to excufe the not fending that Mefiage to this Houfe 
as well as the other. The fole Right of granting Supplies 
is a Right which the other Houfe has always mofl ftrenoufly 
afierted, and we as pertinacioufly refufed to admit. It is a 
Difpute that has occaiioned great Heats between the two Houfe* 
as often as it has been revived, and has fometimes put a full 
Stop to all public Bufinefs. How fatal this might be in our 
prefent Circumftances, I mull beg your Lordihips to confider. 
We are now, my Lords, engaged in a dangerous War for 
vindicating the Rights and Privileges of the Nation ; and there* 
fore, I muft beg that every Lord who has a Concern for our 
Success, would take care to avoid every Thing that may give 
Rife to a Contefi about particular Rights and Privileges a* 
mongft ourfelves. This, I dread, may be the fete of the 
prefent Queftion. If we fhould agree to it, I'm afraid, it 
will be confidered as a Claim fet up by us, that no Article 
of Supply ought to be demanded of the Houfe of Commons, 
without demanding it at the fame Time of us. This I mufl 
look upon as a new Claim : It is a Claim for which we have 
no Precedent ; and it is a Claim that will, I fear, create a 
Mifunderffanding between us and the Commons ; for which 
Reafon I mufl beg Leave to think the noble Lord's Motion 
no way proper at prefent ; but whether it may be proper 
to pat a Negative upon it, or to put the previous Queftion, 
I mufl leave to your Lordihips Conuderation.' 

The Lord Talbot. 

c When I confider you, my Lords, as the fupreme Council The Lord 
of the Crown, and in a yet higher Light, as the hereditary Talbot. 
Guardians of the Liberties of a free, brave, and once flourifh- 
ing People, I am flruck with fuch reverential Refpeft, fuch 
awful Veneration, that I can fcarcely give Utterance to my 
Thoughts in this augufl Aflembly. But when I reflect upon 
the Infults offered to your Dignity, the Contempt fhewn to 
your Authority, that Reverence, that Veneration hath a con- 
trary Effect upon my Mind : Zeal for your Rights, Zeal for 
the Intereft of my Country, inflames my Breaft, and drives 

from 
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A1m.13Geo.IJ. from thence every felfifti Confideration : I am impatient to 
J739- vindicate your Honour, and eager to violate that Silence, 
"^ Prudence would always direct me to obferve. 

, When I read the printed Votes, by which you were in- 
formed of the Tranfaclion that gave Rife to the important 
Bufincfc of this Day ; I read them with Concern, with Afto- 
nifhment, with Indignation. I endeavoured to diicover, what 
could have occasioned this Negleft from his Majefty, this Af- 
front from his Adminiftration. I thoroughly examined the 
late Conduct of the Majority of your Lordflups, and found 
nothing that could incur the Difpleafure of thofe in Power. 
Whatever Meafure they have condefcended to communicate 
to your Lordfhips, hath always obtained your Approbation ; 
and, in regard to public OEconomy, to which the Menage 
taken notice of is chiefly relative, tho' it is far from my 
Intention to flatter you, I muft fay, you have never fhewn 
a Difpofitipn (b niggardly, as to oppofe a Angle Scheme of 
Miniflerial Generofity. 

On the contrary, my Lords, you have given Jndifputable 
Proofs of your Contempt for fordid, national Frugality ; You 
have behaved as if you were perfuaded, the Kingdom abounded 
as much in Wealth, as the Heads of thofe, who have, in 
fome former Times, had the Management of Affairs, were 
fertile in Projects to fquander and confume it: Nor do you 
entertain fuch a Belief without fubitantial Caufe ; for it would 
be abfurd to imagine, 200,000/. could be annually diftri- 
buted among a Fart of your Lordfhips, by a Nation which 
doth not enjoy the utmoft Affluence. But Merit in every 
Way deferves a fuitable Reward ; and tho' a hundred lucra- 
tive Employments are pofleflfed by Members of this auguft 
Aflembly, the Duty expected from them is fo exactly ob- 
ferved, that the greateft Part is enjoyed with unenvied Re* 
pn tat ion. 

The Commons have gone great Lengths ih excluding your 
LordQiips from any Authority to alter Money-BjUs, tho* no 
Aid can be granted, no Taxes impofed, without your Con* 
fent. They are very expert in explaining, and affiduous in 
contriving Precedents to fupport this unrcafonable Infringe- 
ment of your Privileges ; and, in this Point, every Relaxa- 
tion of your own, is a Confirmation of their Power. But, 
my Lords, what you have hitherto feorned verbally to 
admit, I hope you will difdain virtually to allow. The 
whole Nation is concerned in your fupporting your confli- 
tutional Rights; for tho' fome fhort-fighted Politicians may 
imagine, by leflening you, the Commons will be aggran- 
dized, in Fa6t it will be found, that every Attempt to ren- 
der 
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der you infignificant, will be a Step towards making the Aan - »* 0».II. 
Crown abfolute. uJ^-W 

The other Houfe hath been under the Controul of one ^^* 
of its own Members : May it never again be in the like 
abject State I But fhould that vile, deteftable, feductive Art, • 
Corruption, ever infinuate itfelf into that Aflembly, the Effects 
may be as fatal, tho' the Means more contemptible, than 
die Hypocrify, Sagacity, and Intrepidity of Cromwell. If a 
Majority in that Houfe, inftead of being really the Repre- 
sentatives of the Nation, fhould be elected by not more than 
50,000, out of ten Million of People, and thefe c 0,000, the 
Dregs of the Populace : If a Minifter, by the AfTiftance of 
a venal Crew, tjie direct Representatives of their infamous 
Constituents, fhould be fecure of carrying every Point ac- 
cording to his own Inclination : If by them he fhall be able 
to fruftrate every Inquiry into public Meafures : If any Mo- 
tion to prevent a mercenary Contagion from extending its 
baneful Influence over thofe entrufted with the Liberties of 
their Country, fhall be infolently reje&d : If a Law in the 
Statute Books for that falutary Purpofe, fhall be notorioufly 
violated, and explained contrary both to the Spirit and Let- 
ter of fuch a law J what will be the Fate of this unhappy 
Nation, if your Lordfhips are not then in a Condition to 
protect your Country? 

I beg Pardon for having trefpafled fb long upon your 
Lorefhips Time. The Motion is io moderate, — a mere 
Affcrtion of indubitable Rights, ■ that, I think, no 

Method of evading it ought to be ufed Indeed, if Strength 
of Argument, enlivened by all the Force of Eloquence, and 
Troth delivered with Dignity, becaufe dictated by a Heart 
whole predominant Paflion is the Public Welfare, can have 
any Weight here, the Fate of the noble Lord's Motion may 
be fafely refted upon what he hath £> fully, fb honeftly 
arged in Support of it.' 

The Lord Chance Ibr. 

* Before we can with any Propriety enter ferioufly into The Lord 
the Debate, 'tis neceuary we fhould well underftand the "Na- chancellor. 
ture of the Queflion before us. I fhall not, therefore, at 
prefent trouble you with entering into the Merits, I fhall 
only take the Liberty to ftate the Queflion, according as 
it appears to me. His Majefry, in his Speech from the 
Throne, at the Opening of the Seflion, demanded of the 
other Houfe a Supply for the Service of the enfuing Year, 
and told them he would order Eilimates of the particular 
Services to be laid before them. Thofe EfUmates were ac- 
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A,nn. i3Gco.ii.cordingly laid before them ; but then, as we are now cff- 
'7 39* gaged in a War, and as his Majefty, it feems, is refolved 

^^V*^ to undertake, if poflible, fome fecret Expeditions againil the 
Enemy, an Account of which neither can nor ought to be 
made public, a greater Supply will be Decenary than can 
appear by the Eftimates laid before the other Houfe, and 
this his Majeity thought himfelf obliged to acquaint them 
of; becaufe, otherwife, he could not have expected any greater 
Supply than appeared neceftary by the Eftimates he had or- 
dered to be laid before them, and confequently he could not 
have undertaken any fecret Expedition againft the Enemy,, 
however probable the Succefs might have appeared, or how- 
ever expedient future Accidents or Circumftinces might have 
rendered it for him to engage in fuch a due. 

The Meflage, therefore, which is now under your Lord- 
fhips Confideration, I can look upon in no other Light, than 
as a Meflage' to the other Houfc, to acquaint them, thar 
fome Expences would be neceflary, of which no Eftimate 
could be made ; and in this Light I mud look upon it a» 
a Sort of Eftimate, and muit think, that your Lordfhips have 
as much Reafon to complain, that all the EiHmates for the 
particular Services of the enfuing Year, were not communi- 
cated to you, as well as to the other Houfe, as you have 
to complain, ' that this Eftimate was not communicated to 
you at the fame Time it was fent to the Commons.* 

The Lord Carteret. 

The Lord dr- ' My Lords, I am furprized to hear the noble Lord that 
tew, fpoke kit, flate the Cafe as he has done. It is not poflible 

to look upon this Meflage in any Light that can make it 
bear the leafl Refemblance to an Eftimate* It is a Menage 
for a new Supply ; a Supply arifing from new Meafures, which 
were not fo much as hinted at in his Majefty's Speech from 
the Throne. Let us, my Lords, but confider the Words of 
his Majefty's Speech, and we muft conclude, that the Mef- 
fnge now under our Confideration, can have no Relation to 
any Supply thereby demanded. His Majefty, when he ad- 
drefles himfelf to the Houfe of C6mmons, tells them, that 
he has ordered Efti mates for the Service of the enfuing Year, 
and Kkewife Accounts of the extraordinary Expences of the 
current Year, as alfo an Eftimate of the Charge of raifing a 
Body of Marines, to be laid before them ; and then he Jays, 
he cannot doubt but they will grant fuch effectual Supplies, 
as may enable him to carry on the War with Vigour. Can 
the Word, Supplies, here relate to any Thine, but the EiH- 
mates and Accounts, , which his Majeily had ordered to be 

laid 
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laid before them ? Can any one fuppofe, his Majefly meant, Ann. 13 Ceo. II. 
hat it fhould relate to a Charge of which no Eftimate or JP^L 
Account could be laid before them ? Or could any Lord in F 
this Houfe fuppofe, from what his Majefly there laid, that 
any Meafures were to be undertaken, which were not to be 
mentioned in any of the Efhmates ? If any fuch Meafures 
were then thought on, they ought to have been mentioned in 
his MajeAy's Speech from the Throne : If they have fince 
fallen under Confideratien, "his Majefly ihould have been ad- 
vifedto have come again to the Houle, and acquainted us of it 
by a new Speech, or at leaft he mould have been advifed 
to have communicated it to both Houfes by Menage. If his 
Majefty had, by either of thefeMethods, told us,that he had under 
his Confideratxon fuch Meafures as would require an additionalEx- 
pence, bat could not be communicated, I am fure, I mould not, I 
believe no Lord in this Houfe would have defired a Difcovery. 

It is the Bufinefs of the other Houle, my Lords, to con- 
sider and dtermine, what Supplies may be neceflary for the pub- 
lic Service: It is their BuiineJs to confider aud determine, what 
Ways and Means may be moil proper for raifmg thofe Supplies; 
and we are to give our Concurrence, if we think they are in the 
Right But as to the Meafures or Services which make thofe Sup- 
plies neceflary, it is our Bufinefs to confider and determine, whe- 
ther or no they are proper : It is this Houfe that his Majefly ought 
chiefly to confult upon fuch Occafions ; therefore no Supplies ought 
to be either asked or granted, till the Meafures or Services have 
been communicated, or at leaft mentioned to this Houfe, 
either by Speech or Meflage ; and as from the very Words of 
the Menage, it appears to be a Meflage for a new Supply, 
which is to be applied to Services or Meafures, that were 
never before fb much as hinted to this Houfe, it ought for 
this Reafon to have been communicated to this Houfe, to 
the End that we might have had fome Opportunity of ap- 
proving or difapproving of the Meafures ; and, at the fame 
Time, it ought to have been communicated to the other Houfe, 
to the End that they might have provided the Supplies ne- 
ceflary for carrying on thofe Meafures. 

Having thus fhewn, my Lords, that it is not poffible to 
put fuch a Meaning upon this Meflage, as has been put by 
the noble Lord that fpokelaft, I fhall not trouble your Lord- 
fhips at prefent with entering farther into the Debate, becaufe 
I have as yet heard very little faid againft the Motion ; but, 
if I mould hear any material Objection made to it, - I fhall 
beg Leave to rife up again, in order to approve of the Ob- 
jections, if I think them fuch as ought to be approved of, 
or to give them fuch an AnfWer, as I may think fufficient 
Lr preventing their having any Influence in this Debate.' 
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Ann. 13GM. II. 
i^J™*j The Earl of Cholmondely. 

The Earl of * My Lords, however proper or neceflkry the Motion, 
Cbolmondtly. now under our Confideration may be, I wifh that noble Lords 
would, when they make any Motion, keep dofe to the Ar* 
gument, and avoid launching out into perfonal Invectives. 
The introductory Speeches that have been made in Favour 
of this Motion, look'd, in my Opinion, more like an Intro- 
duction to an Impeachment, than an Introdu&ion to a Motion 
for vindicating the Privileges of this Houfe. If our Liberties 
are expiring, my Lords, or if any Attack has been lately 
made upon them, why does not fome one of the noble Lords 
that think (o, Hand up in his Place, and impeach thofewho 
are carrying on, or contriving any fuch Attack ? It is what 
every Lord has a Right to do : It is what every Lord ought 
to do. Imlead of bewailing upon every Occafion the Danger 
our Liberties *and Constitution are expofed to, by fecret Ma- 
chinations or fraudulent Pra&ices, they ought to explain thofe 
Machinations and Pradices to the Houfe, and they ought 
to conclude with an Impeachment in Form againfl the Pex> 
fons they fuppofe to be the Authors of fuch wicked and dan- 
gerous Defigns. 

I hope, my Lords, I have as great a Concern for the Li- 
berties of the Nation, and for the Rights and Privileges of 
this Houfe, as any Lord that has the Honour of having a 
Seat in this auguft Aflembly : If I thought, that any Attack 
had been made upon either, no Lord mould be more ready 
than I, to concur in Meafures for bringing die guilty Authors 
and Abettors to condign Punifhment. But I do not think, 
that the leaft Attack has been lately made upon either j and 
in the prefent Cafe, I do not think it can be fuppofed, there 
was any Defign of attacking the Rights and Privileges of 
this Houle. His Majeity, in his Speech from the Throne, 
defired fuch Supplies as might be effectual for enabling him 
to carry on the War with Vigour ; and if any one of thofe 
Supplies be of fuch a Nature, as not to admit of an Efh- 
roate, can we fuppofe, that his not acquainting us of this, 
was defigned as a Violation of any of the Privileges of this, 
Houfe ? It is well known to every Lord here, that no Efti- 
mate is ever laid before us . We generally agree, or we may 
difagree, to the Supplies granted by the other Houfe, with- 
out feeing any Eftimate. Whereas in the other Houfe, a 
particular Eflimate for each particular Service is always laid 
before them, and they never grant a larger Sum for any 
particular Service, than appears from the particular Eftimate 
\o be neceflkry $ nor do they grant any Sum for any par- 
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tknkr Service, without having an Eftimate for tjiat partial- Ann. 13 Geo.IL 
lar Service previoufly laid before them. Therefore, when a I 739« 
Service was to be incurred, for which no particular Eftimate ' 
could be made, it was neceflary for his Majefty to tell them 
fo ; bat in my Opinion, it would have been both improper, 
and contrary to the Ufage of Parliament, to have faid any 
Thing of it to this Houfe in his Majefty's Speech, and much 
more fb, to have acquainted us of it by a particular Meflage. 
It would very probaby have given the Alarm to the other 
Houfe, as if his Majefty defigned, that we mould interfere 
with them in granting the neceflary Supplies ; and therefore, 
I think, his Majefty's not communicating this Menage to us, 
was fb far from being any Sign of Difrefpeft towards us, 
that it was a new Teftimony of his Wifdom, and of the great 
Regard he has to the Ufage of Parliament, and to the Peace 
and Happinefs of his People. 

But iuppofe, my Lords, I were of Opinion, that this Mef- 
fage ought to have been communicated to this Houfe at the 
iame Time it was communicated to the other ; yet, as I 
am fuHy fatisfled, that no Affront was intended to be put upon 
us, by not fending this or fome fuch Meflage to us, at the 
fame Time it y/&> &nt to the other Houfe, I could not, in 
our prefent Circumftances, concur with the Motion now be* 
fore you ; becaufe I mould be afraid, that our coming to 
foch a Refolution might interrupt that Unanimity, which is 
lb neceflary for bringing the War we are now engaged in, 
to a happy and fpeedy Iflue ; and when the noble Lord con- 
riders this, I hope he will not infill upon having this Mo- 
tion pot to the Queftion.' 

The Lord On fin*. 

* My Lords, I cannot pretend to be fo nice a Judge of The Lord 
the Rights and Privileges of this Houfe, as fome of your Lord- 0*/k*. 
fhips may be j but I cannot think, that an Application to 
the other Houfe fingly, in any Matter that relates to the 
Supply, is fuch a direft and open Violation of the Rights 
and Privileges of this Houfe, as ought to prevail with us, 
to come to a Refolution that may raife Heats and Animo- 
firies about particular Rights and Privileges amongft ourfelves, 
when the Rights and Privileges of the whole Nation are in fo 
much Danger, I am perfuaded, an Account of this Motion 
will be looked on as very good News by the late Duke of Or- 
mond at the Head of his Rebel- Army in Spain. From the very 
Morion itfelf, I believe, both he and the Court of Spain will 
conceive Hopes of Succefe in their intended Invafion ; and if 
Joey conceive fuch Hopes for the Motion, what will they not 
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rtan.i3Ceo.Il.* x P c &» mouM they h«tf of its being agreed to ? I am for doing 
' 1739. * nothing that may give them the leail Encouragement to attempt 
" an Invafion upon this Nation, and therefore I fhall be againft 
agreeing to the Refolution propoied.' 



The Lord 



The Lord 
Cfttret. 
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The Lord Belabor. 

' My Lords, I was in fane Hopes, die noble Lord would 
have been prevailed on to have flood up and waved his Motion ; 
but as the Queftion feems to be infilled on, and as fome Lords 
may be under Difficulties with regard to a Negative's being put 
upon fuch a Motion, and yet may be convinced, that the pre- 
fcnt is a very improper Time for our coming to fuch a Resolu- 
tion, therefore I (hall beg Leave to move, that the previous 
Queftion may be put' 

The Lord Carteret. 

' My Lords, Upon fuch a Motion as this, I am extremely fup* 
prized to hear any of your Lordihips move for the previous Qocf- 
tion. The previous Queftion, my Lords, may m many Cafes be 
right, but furely it cannot be fo in this. When a Motion is made, 
which appears to be in itfelf right, but which is neither neceflary 
nor proper to be put to the Queftion at that Time, the previous 
Queilion may they properly be moved for, and it is prudent to 
make ufe of it for waving a Queftion, which does not then 
neceflarily require an Affirmative, and which cannot, in its 
own Nature, admit of a Negative. But can the Queftion now 
before you be faid to be of fuch a Nature ? My Lords, if it 
cannot admit of a Negative, it neceflarily and immediately re- 
quires an Affirmative. It is a Queftion that affe&s the Honour 
of this Houfe, and confequently the Honour of every Lord in 
it. If the Honour of this Houfe has been attacked by fending 
fuch a McfTuage to the Houfe of Commons fingly, which the 
previous Queftion fuppofes, will any of your Lordihips iay, 
that we ought not immediately to vindicate our own Honour, at 
leaft by fuch a Refolution as my noble Friend has been pleafed 
to propofe ? Can our agreeing to fuch a Refolution be attended 
with bad Confequences at this Time, an> -\>re than at another \ 
My Lords, it can be attended with no bad Confequences either 
to the Nation in general, or to any particular Man. It is fo 
prudently drawn up, that it can affeft no Perfon in the King- 
dom : But if fuch a Thing could be fuppofed, ihall we allow 
the Safety of any Subject whatever, to Hand in Competition 
with the Honour and Dignity of this Houfe ? 

We may talk of Impeachments, my Lords, and of the 
Right that every Lord in this Houfe has, toftandup in his 
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^ and Impeach whomfcevcr he (uppofes to begnflty } brt^,, 
if it fhould appear, which I hope, it never mall, that the l739 . 
Majority of your Lordftups have a greater Regard for the 
Safety of any. particular Subject, than for your own Honour, or 
the Honour of this Anembly, I am fure it would be an im- 
prudent and very ridiculous Step in any Lord, to rife up and 
impeach that Perfon before this Aflembly, even tho' he could 
bring evident Proofs of his being guilty of the moft heinous 
Crimes and Mifdemeanors. In all Cafes of Impeachment; 
there are feveral preparatory Steps or Motions neceflary, be- 
fore any Lord can dire&ly impeach ; and when fuch prepa- 
ratory Motions are difagreed to by the Houfe, it becomes 
impracticable for any Lord to proceed to an Impeachment. 
In the prefent Cafe, if what is now complained of, were of 
fach a heinous Nature, as to deferve an Impeachment, the 
firft preparatory Step would be fome fuch Motion as this, and 
the next would be a Motion for addreffing his Majefry, to 
know who had advifed him ; both which Motions muft be 
agreed to, and an Anfwer returned from his Majefty, before 
any Lord could ftand up in his Place, and impeach the Perfbn 
who gave the Advice. But at prefent there is no fuch Defign : 
If there were, the Motion would have been drawn up in much 
ftronger Terms. We may fee, from the Terms in which it is 
drawn up, that the noble Lord has no other Defign, than to 
vindicate the Rights and Privileges of this Houfe ; and for this 
Purpofe, his Motion will have a good Efred, whatever may be 
its Fate. Even tho' our agreeing to it mould at this Time be 
prevented by the previous Queftion, yet the very Motion will, 
I hope, prevent any Minifter's daring to fhew fuch a Contempt 
of this Houfe for the future. 

This, I hope, myLords, will be the Confequence of the Motion, 
even tho' you mould put the previous Queftion upon it ; but if that 
Queftion fhould pafs in the Negative, I muft beg your Lordfhipsto 
confider what Effcdt it may have with regard to your Characters, 
By patting the previous Queftion, you adrn.., that the Motion is 
initfelf right : What Reafbn then can beaffigned for your not 
agreeing to it ? None but the Regard you have for thofe who 
have, at prefent, the Honour to be his Majefty's Councilors 
and Adviiers; and will not the cenforious World from thence 
conclude, that you have a greater Regard for them, than you 
have for your own Honour or Reputation ? Therefore, if the 
previous Queftion mould be put, as it muft be, if infifted on, 
I hope every Lord that thinks the Honour of this Houfe is not 
in the kaft afie&ed, by the fending of this Menage to the 
other Houfe without taking any Notice of this, as well as 
every Lord, who thinks otherwife, will give his Affirmative 
upon the previous Queftioii, in order tliat the principal Quefti- 
on^ 



Ann. 1 3 Geo. It on may be put; for thofe who think the Honour of this How 
J739. not in the leaft affe&ed, ought to be for having a Nega- 
tive put upon the principal Queftkra, in order to vindicate 
their own Characlen ; and thofe who think otherwise, ought 
to infill upon having the principal Queftion immediately agreed 
to, in order to vindicate the Honour of this AfTembly. In 
a Cafe of Honour, my Lords, there is ne Doubt to be ad- 
mitted of; for no Man can have a true Regard to his Ho- 
nour, that does not immediately endeavour to vindicate it, 
in every Cafe where there is the leaft Sufpicion of its being 
attacked 

But, my Lords, can any one of your Lordihrps doubt of 
the Affront that has been put upon this Houfe, in not com- 
municating to us a Meafure in which the Nation is 4b much 
concerned r Are we to agree to the Supplies voted by the 
other Houfe, without knowing any one Reafon for our Jo 
doing ? The other Houfe will probably, I hope they will, 
grant a Supply for the Meafures now under his Majefty's Con- 
sideration ; but how are we to know that there are any fuch 
Meafures under his Confideration ? Are we to take an Infor- 
mation, with regard to his Majefty's Intentions, from the Com- 
mons r God forbid, my Lords* that ever any of your Lord- 
fhips fhould entertain fo mean a Thought. What can we 
think then of this Negleft ? Muft we not think, that we are 
forgotten by his Majefty, or, at leaft, by thofe who have the 
Honour to advife him ? And, if this Houfe mould once come 
to be forgotten by the Crown, it will be forgotten by every 
Man in the Kingdom. It will be deferted even by thofe who 
then have the Honour, I may Jay the Misfortune of being 
Members. It will then be attended only by three or four 
Court-Lords, and perhaps half a Dozen or a Dozen of Pre- 
lates; and, if this fhould ever come to be the Cafe, we may 
cafdy judge what Weight or Authority it will have among 
the People. 

For this Reafon, my Lords, I think we are infinitely obliged 
to the noble young Lords that made and feconded this Mo- 
tion ; and, if they have expreis'd themfelves a little warmly, 
they ought to be applauded. It is natural for a young Gen- 
tleman of any Spirit to grow warm, when he thinks his Honour 
in the leaft Degree attack'd. My Lords, it is with Heafure I 
perceive a Spirit of Virtue and Liberty beginning to prevail 
among the young Lords of this Houfe. Their Example will, 
I hope, be followed by all the Youth of the Nation; and 
therefore, I muft look upon them as the belt Securities we 
can have for the Prefervation and Improvement of our own 
Conftitution. Old Men may, perhaps, be a little too paffive: 
They may fit Hill under an Encroachment, rather than ex- 
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pole themfelves to the Danger and Fatigue of oppofing it; Ann. 13 Geo. II. 

and thus, by differing Encroachment after Encroachment, the t JJ}2l 

Conftitution may be undone : But, when the Youth of a free 

Nation are indu'd with a true Spirit of Virtue and Honour, 

they will take fire upon the firft Encroachment : They will 

bear any Fatigue, they will expofe themfelves to any Danger, 

rather than allow the firft to go unpunifhed, or at leaf* unre- 

fented ; and thus, by oppofing the firfl, they will prevent a 

fecond. 

It is needlefe, my Lords, to ask a Precedent for our com* 
plaining of the Meflage now under our Conlideration. It is 
hardly pomble there fhould be any one direclly in Point. There 
never was nidi a Meflage lent to both, or either Houfe of 
Parliament, before the Year 1717. But, I muft obferve, that 
this is not the foil Affront that has of late been attempted to 
be put upon this Houfe. In the Year 1726, his late Majefty 
was advifed, in a Menage then fent* to call the other Houfe 
the Parliament, as if this Houfe had been no Branch of the 
Legiflature. This was then properly relented : Thofe who 
advifed it, were obliged to own it was a Miflake ; and it 
was, almoft with Tears in their Eyes, they prevented a far- 
ther Refentment. This is a Precedent for our complaining 
when any Negle& feems to be {hewn us by the Crown. The 
two Cafes, I mall grant, are far from being parallel ; for the 
prefent Cafe is as much flronger than the former, as Fads are 
ftronger than Words. In the former Cafe, the other Houfe 
was, in Words only, called the Parliament; but in the pre- 
lent, they are, in Fad, treated as fuck They have been fingly 
consulted in a Point of the greateft Importance and Concern 
to the Publick, as if we, of this Houfe, had no Share in the 
Legiflature or Government of our Country. Therefore, if we 
had then Reafon to complain, as the Majority of this Houfe, 
at that Time, thought we had, the Reafon we now have, is 
more cogent, and ought to be more prevailing. 

Our Sovereign's addreffing himfelf, in his Speech, to the 
other Houfe particularly, when he mentions the neceflary Sup* 
plies, can afford no Pretence or Excufe for the Neglefi now 
ihewn to this. In every Speech from the Throne, the firft 
Part of it is addrefled to both Houfes 3 and, in that, the Mea- 
fures or Services which make the Supplies neceflary, are men- 
tioned t Being thus informed of the Services, we may judge 
of them, and may declare againft them, if we think them 
improper or inconfiilent with the Public Good. But with re- 
gard to the Services or Meafure* mentioned in this Meflage, 
we have had no Information of them, in a Parliamentary 
Way, and therefore can no Way judge of them, or give his 
Majefty any Advice .concerning them. If his Majefty had 
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Ann. 13 Geo. II, been fo good as to let us know, that he has certain Meafures 
'7 39* under his Confideration, which will occafion fome extraordinary 
Expence, not comprehended in the Eftimates laid before the 
other Houfe, I ihould certainly have approved, without enquir- 
ing what the Meafures were, and ihould have been ready to 
have concurred in granting a Supply fufficient for carrying them 
into Execution, becaufe, I believe, they are right, and fuch 
as may contribute to our Succels in the prefent War. But, 
if I had thought otherwife, if I had thought that his Majefty 
had been advifed to fend the Fleets and Armies of this King- 
dom upon fome romantic Expedition, I would have been Jo 
far from approving, that I ihould probably have moved for 
an Addrefs, in order to give his Majeity proper Advice upon 
the Occafion ; and, if the other Houfe had granted a Supply 
for the carrying on of fuch Meafures, I Ihould have refufed 
giving it my Concurrence in this Houfe. Whereas, in the pre- 
fent Cafe, I can neither approve nor difapprove of the Mea- 
fures ; and; if the Grant of a Supply for carrying on Mea- 
fures I know nothing of in a Parliamentary Way, mould come 
up from the other Houfe, I am fore, I (hall think myfelf bound 
in Duty to my King and Country, as well as for the Sake of 
the Honour of this Houfe, to oppofe as much as I can our 
giving our Concurrence to fuch a Grant 

'Tis true, my Lords, the Eitimates for the particular Services 
are not laid before this Houfe ; but I hope no Lord imagines, 
that it is becaufe we have not a Right to examine into the 
Supplies granted by the other Houfe for anfwering thofe Ser- 
vices. We may not only examine into them, but we may pre- 
vent their having any Effect, by refufmg our Concurrence: 
We ought to do fo, when we know nothing in a Parliamen- 
tary Way, cf fhe Services for which they were granted ; and 
tho* the Eitimates for the particular Services are not ufoally laid 
before us, yet our Sovereign, in his Speech from the Throne, 
at the Opening of the Se£ion„ either does, or ought to com- 
municate to us, in general Terms, the Services for which the 
Supplies are to be granted, and in our Prefence acquaints the 
other Houfe, th.it he has ordered the particular Eftimates and 
Accounts to be laid before them. Nay, even as to thofe ElH- 
niates and Accounts, we may, if we pleafe, call for them, 
and may examine particularly into every one of them : 'Twould 
be our Duty to do fo, if we fhould have the leafl Suipirion, 
that any one of them were falfe, or over-charged. 

From what I have {aid, my Lords, I hope, it will appear, 
that thofe who advifed his Majcily to fend a Mefiage to the 
other Houfe, relating to public Meafures to be undertaken, 
without taking any Notice of this Houfe, have been guilty 
of a Violation of our Rights and Privileges, as one, and £ 
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hope I may yet Jay, die fuperior Hou/e of Parliament ; and Ann. ijGeo. II. 
this Violation, 'tis the more neceflary for us to take Notice ^739^ 
ofj becauie it is a Violation of thofo Parliamentary 'Forms of 
Proceeding, which, by our Conftitution, it has always been 
thought neceflary to oblerve. Such a Violation, my Lords, 
gives me a moft melancholy Confideration ; becauie the Sub- 
fiance of a Conftitution of Government muft be gone, before 
any one will dare to attack the Forms. Even in the moft 
abfolute Governments that have been eftabliftied upon the Ruins 
of Liberty, the Forms of their ancient Conftitution have been 
preferved. The Romans retained their Senate and their popu- 
lar Magiitrates, even under their mofl arbitrary and tyran- 
nical Emperors ; and the Confent of that Senate feemed to 
be aflced to every public A61; the Election of their Confuls, 
their Tribunes, and (everal other Magiitrates, feemed to be 
left to the free Choice of the People ; but every one knows, 
that their Senates always approved what the Tyrant's chief 
Minifter dilated, and the People always chofe for their Ma- 
gistrates, the Pexfons that were nominated by him ; fo that 
in Effect the Government was as abfolute, and much more 
tyrannical, than it could have been, had they had no Appear- 
ance of a Senate, or of any popular Magiitrate. In France 
likewife, the Forms of their ancient free Conftitution are ftill 
prefcrved. The Parliament at Paris ftill regifters the King's 
Edicts ; but that Parliament has not now the Liberty to re- 
role. So in this Houfe, we may be allowed to approve of 
thofc Meafures, which our Sovereign and his Miniilers have 
before refolved on ; and this Form, or rather Farce of having 
our Approbation, may be continued for many Years after our 
Liberty or Power of refufing it is taken away. I hope the 
Ceremony of having our Approbation is not as yet become 
a mere Piece of Form, or a mere Farce ; but from the Treat- 
ment now complained of, I muft fuppofe, that thofe who ad- 
vifed his Majefty to treat us in fuch a Manner, are of Opi- 
nion, that even this Farce is now become unneceflary, for, 
it feems, they do not think our Approbation to their Mea- 
fures fo much as worth afking. 

My Lords, the Conftitution of our Government, according 
to its ancient Form, is the moft perfect, I believe, that was 
ever eftablifh'd ; and therefore we certainly will, as long as 
we have any Honour or public Spirit left, endeavour to 
preferve it. A very great Hiftorian and Politician has long 
ago faid, that die beft Form of Government is that, which 
confifts of a certain Mixture of the three principal Sorts of 
Government ; but fuch a Form of Government, fays he, can- 
not poffibly long endure. We in this Kingdom have fallen 
upon that Mixture, which he recommends ; and thank God, 
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Ann. 13 Geo.n. we have hitherto defeated his Prophecy. Our Anceftors have 
1739- preserved that Mixture for many Ages, often at the Rifk of 

Ci -*^iii^ ^j, jjvea and Fortunes : God forbid ! my Lords, it would 
perifh in our Hands. But if we mould once allow any Minifter 
to tread under Foot, or in the leafl defpife the Rights and 
Privileges of this Houfe, or to advife our Sovereign to do fb, 
the Dignity of the Peerage will evanifh, and if the Dignity 
of the Peerage mould evanifh, the Dignity of the Crown ir- 
felf will be gone ; for the Dignity of our Sovereign conflfts in 
his being fovereign Lord of a free People, and a great Num- 
ber of confiderablo and independent Lords. Our Conftitution 
will foon deviate into a Democracy, which will of courfe foon 
come under the absolute Rule of one, perhaps, one of the 
loweft Rank among them. This has been already once our 
Fate, and this mcy probably be again our Fate, if we fhoukl 
ever bring ourfelves into public Contempt, by allowing a 
daring and ufurping Minifter to trample upon our Rights and 
Privileges. To prevent this for the future, is the only In- 
tention of the prefent Motion ; and therefore, I hope, every 
Lord that thinks there is the lead Caufe to fuppofe, that our 
Honour has been attacked by the late Neglect that has been 
fhewn us, will give his Affirmative to the principal Queftion ; 
for I cannot thing the noble Lord will infift upon the pre- 
vious Queftion, becaufe I have fhewn, that every Lord in 
this Houfe, let his Opinion be what it will, ought to be for ha- 
ving the principal Queftion immediately determined.* 

The Duke of Newcaftk 

tVis Dote of .« My Lords, with regard to the Motion now under your 
Mvcaftir. Lordfhips Confideration, the previous Queftion I think is right, 
and for this very Reafon, becaufe the principal Queftion is 
not right. There are many Queftions, which ought to have 
a Negative put upon them, whereof I think this is one, and 
yet there may be Danger in attempting to put that Nega- 
tive ; becaufe, if the principal Queftion fhould be put, what 
by the ill grounded Prejudices of Tome, and the unreasonable 
Difficulties of other, it may be carried in the Affirmative, 
very much to the Detriment or Danger of the Common- 
wealth. 

The prefent Queftion, my Lords, is, I fay, in my Opini- 
on, a Queftion of this Nature : Ef it were to be put/l ihould 
be under no Difficulty in giving my Negative to it, became, 
I think, the fending of this Meflage to the other Houfe fingly, 
was neither contrary to the Cuftoms of Parliament, nor any 
Way derogatory to the Rights or Privileges of this Houfe, 

His 
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His Majefly, in his Speech from the Throne, acquainted us Ann. rj Geo. n; 
of the juft and neceflary War he was engaged in, and in 1739. 
our Preface demanded of the other Home fuch effectual Sup-* ' ~~ 

plies, as might enable Jum to carry on the War with Vi- 
gour. In our Prefence he told the other Houfe, that he had 
ordered the Eflimates, for the Service of the enfuing Year, 
to be laid before them ; but could any Lord of this Houfe, 
or any Member of the other, then imagine, that Eflimates 
could be made of all the Services that in Time of War might 
become neceflary ? We all know, my Lords, that in Time 
of War, the moil effectual Meafures for carrying it on with 
Succefs, are generally fuch as ought to be kept fccret, till 
the very Moment of Execution. The Preparations for the 
Execution of fuch Meafures muft be attended with an extra- 
ordinary Expence, and it is impofljble to lay any Eflimate 
of that Expence before either Houfe of Parliament, without 
divulging thofe Meafures which are to be carried on. There- 
fore, I think, from his Majefly's Speech itfelf, we could not 
but expecl, that, befides the Eflimates ufually laid before the 
other Houfe, and which might be laid before them without 
divulging thofe Meafures that ought to be kept fecret, I fay, 
we could not but from thence expecl, that fome certain Sum 
would be demanded for the carrying on of Meafures, that 
neither could, nor ought to be communicated ; and the as- 
certaining of that Sum may, I think, properly be called the 
Eflimate for thofe Services or Meafures ; fo that the Menage 
complained of, I muft look upon as an additional Eflimate, 
or as an Fxtenfion of the Eflimates previoufly laid before 
that Houfe; and I do not think it is contrary to the Cufloma 
of Parliament, or derogatory to the Previleges of this Houfe, 
in his Majefly, to lay, or to order to be laid, any Sort of 
Eflimate before the other Houfe, without ordering it at the 
fame Time to be laid before this. 

From the journals of Parliament, my Lords, it will appear, 
that, Fr«««,during the War in Queen Anm\ Reign, there were 
many fuch Meuages fent to the Houfe of Commons only. Nay, 
during the whole War, it was in every Seffionthe Cuftom, to 
enable her Majefly to apply any Part of the Supplies granted 
in that Seffion to fecret, or not then thought of, Services. And 
fo far was this Houfe at that Time from imagining, they 
were to be confultcd with refpeft to every warlike Meafure, 
the Crown might think proper to undertake, that thofe disappro- 
priating Claufes, aS I may call them, were always agreed 
to without the leafl Intimation from the Crown, that any ie- 
cret Meafures were then under Confideration. 

I (hall grant, my Lords, that when his Majefly is to afk 
(he Advice of his Parliament; it is this Houfe he ought princi- 
pally 



.Ann. 13 Geo. II. ^ e Affront, fhould make ufe of any Art or Ingenuity for palli- 
17 39. ating the Affront put upon him, I fhould be apt to conclude, 
that fuch a Perfon had not fuch a Regard to his own Honour, 
as he ought to have. 

I am, therefore, not a little firprifced, to find among your 
Lordfhips, fb much Art made ufe of upon this Occafion, and 
fuch far-fetch'd Gloffes put upon this MefTage, in order ro palli- 
ate or excufe the Neglect, or rather Contempt, that has been 
fhcwn us. But, my Lords, it is impoffible, in my Opinion, to 
find any Excufe that can have the leaft Weight, upon thoie, 
who have a true and a nice Regard to the Honour of this 
Houfe. The Mefiage is plainly this, that his Majefly has 
under his Confederation, certain fecret Meafures or Defigns for 
attacking or diftreffing the Enemy, which will occafion an 
extraordinary Expence, the Particulars of which he cannot, 
for the Sake of Secrefy, communicate, but defires the Affift- 
ance of the other Houfe, for enabling him to carry them on, 
in the moll effectual Manner. Is not this a Communication 
of his Majefty's Defigns, as far as they could be communicated ? 
And ought not we to have had this Communication made 
to us, as well as the other Houfe ? Or was it lefs neceflary Co 
afk our Affiflance, than to ask the Affiflance of the other 
Houfe ? No Minifler could think it was, but he who thinks 
himfclf fo fure of our Favours, that they are not worth ask- 
ing. This, my Lords, is treating us like the moft common 
Proflitute. We have from his Majefly heard of Augmenta- 
tions of our Forces by Sea and Land, we have heard of raifing 
a Body of Marines : When the Supplies granted by the other 
Houfe for thefe Purpofes, fhall come before us, we fhall know 
what they are for ; and I do not queftion, but your Lordfhips 
will moft readily give them your Concurrence. But have we 
from his Majefly heard any Thing of certain fecret Meafures 
iiow under his Royal Confideration ? And if the other Houfe 
fhould grant a Supply for thofe Meafures, can we concur in 
granting fuch a Supply, when we do not know, that there are 
any fuch Meafures. The Appropriation-Claufe may inform us, 
that the Commons have granted a certain Sum of Money for 
the carrying on of certain fecret, warlike Meafures, but it can- 
not inform us, that his Majefly then has, or ever had fuch 
Meafures in View ; for this is Information we can take from 
none but his Majefly himfelf, and without this Information, 
we fhall act inconfiftendy with the Honour and Dignity of this 
Houfe, if we give our Concurrence to a Supply granted fci 
fuch a Purpofe. 

This, my Lords, taufl fhew how neceflary it was for his Ma- 
jefly, to acquaint us by Meffage with his having fuch Mea- 
sures under his Confideration ; and it was fo eafy to have formed 
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a proper Meflage for that Purpofe, that I am aftonifhed to Ann. 13 Oo.li. 
hear the Poffibility of it doubted of. Other Lords may, per- t ^739- 
haps, much better underftand the Method of drawing up a 
Meflage from the Crown to this Houfe, becaufe they have of 
late Years had great Practice in this Way, more, I hope, than 
I fhall ever have Occafion for; but, in my Opinion, even 
the Menage fent to the Commons would have required but 
▼cry little Alteration, in order to have made it a Meflage pro- 
per to be fent to this Houfe. If the Words, not comprehended 
in the Eftimates laid he/ore this Houfe, had been left out, and 
the Word, Lord/, put inftead, of the Word, Commons, I can 
fee no Reafon, why it might not have been a Meflage proper 
enough to have been fent to this Houfe. We fhould then 
have had a proper Information of his Majefty's having fuch Mea- 
fures under his Confederation ; and we fhould have had an 
Opportunity to approve of his Majefty's Care and Concern 
lor the Succefs of the War, and, perhaps, to give him fbme 
general Advice in relation to the Meafiires proper to be pur- 
fued, in cafe we had thought it neceflary. 1 hope the Danger 
of our prefuming to give our Advice upon fo important an Oc- 
casion, was not the Reafon of his Majefty's being advifed 
not to let us know, that he had any Meafures for the Profe- 
cution of the War under his Confideration ; for I am fure, 
if it was, it ought to be refented in a much ftronger Manner, 
than the noble Lord has by his Motion propofed. 

But, my Lords, whatever was the Reafon for neglecting, or 
purpofely avoiding to communicate his Majefty's Intentions to 
us, at the fame Time they were communicated to the other 
Houfe, it muft appear, from what I have faid, to be a moft 
notorious and unprecedented Slight put upon this Houfe. I 
fhall not fay, my Lords, we were forgotten, or that any real 
Injury has been done us. We were, I believe, remembered ; 
but it was, in order to put a defigned Affront upon us. We 
have not been injured, but we have been flighted, which is 
worfe i becaufe a Slight proceeds always from Contempt, where* 
as an Injury proceeds often from Fear. A powerful, warlike, 
and jealous People can never be flighted ; but if their Neigh- 
bours think them too powerful, they will, probably, take an 
Opportunity, if they can lay hold of one, to do them a real 
Injury, in order to diminifh their Power. It is the fame with 
any AfTembly of Men : They muft be contemned, before they 
can be flighted ; and if we fubmit tamely to the Slight we 
have upon this Occafion met with, we may afliire ourfelves of 
meeting very fbon with a Second from the fame Hand, and fo 
with a Third, a Fourth, till at laft we fhall come to be con* 
temned, flighted, and infulted by the whole World. * 
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Ann. 13 Geo. II. The n °b' e Lord was, therefore, much m the Right to take 
>7S9« Notice of this Slight, that has been put upon us, and to take 
' Notice of it in the moft fotemn Manner. 1 hope the Majo- 
rity of your Lordfhips, at leaft, will join with hint upon thb 
Occafion. His Youth can b? no Reafon for preventing the 
oldeft Lord in this Koufe from joining with him. in fuch a 
jufl , fuch a neceflary, and fuch a modeft Sort of Resentment. 
It is not the firft Time a Nation has been (aved by the Vi- 
gilance, the Alacrity, and the Courage of a young Man of 
Quality. Rome was faved by a very young Lord, or Patrician, 
when many of thofe that were much older than he, were like 
to have ruined their Country by their Defpair. When I fey 
this, my Lords, every one mutt know, I mean the great Sttpia. 
afterwards called Africanns, who, before he- was 20 Years of 
Age, faved his Country, by compelling thofe that were <fc- 
fpairing, to take a folemn Oath, that they mould never leave 
nor foriake it. And if there be any amongir us, that defpair 
of being able to preferve the Dignity and Authority of this 
Houfe, I hope the Example of the young Lords that made and 
feconded this Motion, will revive their drooping Courage, and 
make them refolve never to forfake or give up thofe Rights 
and Privileges, for which their Anceftors have fo bravely fought, 
and io often bled. 

But for God's Sake, my Lords, why mould we be fo (by 
of declaring our Opinion upon this Occafion ? Many, I hope 
the Majority of the Lords of this Houfe, are of Opinion, that 
the Neglect lately (hewn us, affects our Honour in the moft 
fcnfible Part. Why mould we refufc, or delay to rejed or 
embrace this Opinion ? Let us peremptorily declare, whether it 
does, or does not. Suppofe we mould declare it does, by agree- 
ing to the prefent Motion, what Prejudice can from thence 
eruue to the Common-wealth I Such a Refolution may, in* 
deed, reflcft a. little upon the Man, who was the Oecafksr of 
this Slight being put upon us. Who he may be, I cannot 
comprehend. Such a Slight could not pr o cee d from the Crown 
itfelf, nor would it haye been allowed, if the Advice of any 
Lord of this Houfe had been afked. Yet there are foveral 
amongft us, who have the Honour to be of his Majefty*s 
Council ; but I mnft fuppofe, that none, of them were opn- 
fultcd upon the Occafion. I am ibrry they were not : I hope 
they do not often find themfelves fo much neglected. Bat 
let this Refolution, if agreed to, reflec* upon whom it will, tt 
can do no Hurt to the Commonwealth, nor to any Community 
or Body of Men in the Kingdom. In the Prefervation of the 
Rights and Privileges of this Houfe, every Community, every 
Body of Men in the Nation, have a Concern* If oursfhovdd 
be brought into Danger, the Rights and Privileges of no Body 

of 



( 3«3 ) 

of Men, nor of any particular Man, in the Britj/h Domi- Afln# it Geo II 
nions could be fecure. Therefore, my Lords, for our own "1739. * 
Sakes, for the Sake of oar Feflow-Subje&s, for the Sake of our ^,r— f — J 
King, for die Sake of our Country, we are obliged to be 
jealous of the Rights and "Privileges of this Houfe, and con- 
sequently, I dunk, we are obliged to agree immediately to 
this Motion, 

The Lord Chancellor. 

4 My Lords, as I hsrtre yet given you no other Trouble The Lord 
in this Debate, ttem merely to Ttate the Qoeftton under yomd*nccltvr. 
Confideration, I lhall now give you my Opinion upon it, which 
I fhall do in as few Words as poifible. My Lords, if 1 thought 
that any of t>or Rights or Privileges had been jn theleail vi- 
ohrred, by not fending the Meflage complained of, to this 
Home, at the feme Time h was fent to the Cotrrmoirs, no 
0ut of yoer Lordihips could be more ready than I fhould be, 
to agree to this 'Mfbtion, or to any farther Step that fhould 
be thought netel&ry for *fcertafning and fecuring our Rights 
and Privileges in Time to come; but, I am fo far from think- 
ing it aViofirion, or even a Negleft of any of our Rights and Pri- 
vileges, that I think it was abfohitely unnecefikry, and would 
Jave been very imprudent, to have lent any Meflage to this 
Houfe, upon the Subjeft thb Meflage related to. We know 
)kjw fbenuoufly, and with that Warmth, the other Houfehavt 
far many Years aifated their having the fole Right of grant- 
tmg Supplies. We known what Animohties and Divisions 
Jiave arHen between the two Houfes, as often as any Qaeftion 
Has been darted upon this Subjed, and every Lord muft with 
Terror, form in his Mind, an Idea of the unhapy State of 
Anarchy this Nation would be thrown into, fhould a Breach 
happen in our prefent Circnmltance between our two Houfes of 
Parliament This, I am convinced would have been the Con- 
fequence, had his Majefty fait to this Houfe, a Meflage of 
the fame Kind with that fent to the other. The Commons t 
would have immediately taken the Alarm, and would have 
faid, that his Majefty, by foch a Meflage, had in a Manner 
directed us to interfere with, and encroach upon them in their 
fdte Right of granting Supplies. 

Tims I have fhewn, my Lords, that it would havebien 
very imprudent hi his Afajefty to have fent any Meflage upon 
this Occafion to us j and that none of our Rights or Privi- 
leges, or even the Deference that fc due to us, made the 
fending of foch a Menage to this Houfe Neceflary, I fhall 
now endeavour to (hew. My Lords, there are three Sorts 
of Meflages which are ufually fent by the Crown, to both 
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Ann. ii Gco.II. or either Houfe of Parliament. The firft Sort are fuch as 
*73 fr_ t ufually are, and ought to be fent to both Houfes: The fe- 
cond, fuch as are, and ought to be Tent but to one Houfe ; 
and the third, fuc^ as ought to be lent ta one or other of 
the two Houfes, according to the Nature of the Bufinefs to 
which they relate. Of the firft Sort are all Meflages for Ad% 
vice, or for any new Powers, efpecially in Affairs that re- 
late to the Public in general ; as to which we all know, that 
his prefent Majefty has been very exad, and has never fhewn 
the leaft Sort of Neele& to one or other of his Houles of 
Parliament. Of the fecond Sort, are all Meflages that relate 
to the Peerage, fuch as that in the Year 1718, which was 
fent to this Houfe only, and likewife all Meflages relating any 
way to Judicature, which are to be fent to this Houfe fingly, 
without taking Notice of the other, becaufe the Cognizance 
of all fuch Affairs belongs fblely to this Houfe ; and yet, if 
an Ad of Parliament be necefiary for introducing any new 
Regulation, with refpeel to either of thefe Cafes, we muft 
have the Concurrence of the other Houfe, before that Re- 
gulation can be pafled into a Law. Of this fecond Sort like- 
wife are all Meflages relating fingly to the Bufinefs of Sup- 
plies, which, in order to prevent a Breach between the two 
Houfes of Parliament, are now to be fent fingly to the other 
Houfe, without taking Notice of this ; and yet the Grants of 
thofe Supplies, that are made by the other Houfe, before they 
can be rendered effectual hy being pafled into a Law, muft, 
have the Concurrence of this. And of the third Sort, arc all 
Meffages which are fent to either Houfe of Parliament, re- 
lating to any one particular Affair at that Time under the 
Confideration of that Houfe. 

Now, my Lords, if we confider the Meflkge upon which 
the noble Lord's Motion is founded, and which he waspkafed 
to read to you, we mull conclude, that it is one of that Sort 
of Meflages which are now to be fent fingly to the other 
Houfe, without taking Notice of this ; becaufe it is a Meflage 
that relates fingly to the Bufinefs of Supplies. His Majefty 
does not thereby defire the Advice of Parliament, nor does 
he defire any extraordinary Power. The Word Meafures are, 
indeed, mentioned, but they are fuch Meafures as neither are 
nor can be explained, therefore his Majefty could neither de- 
fire nor expect the Advice of either Houfe of Parliament in 
relation to them : And as they are Meafures which his Ma- 
» jelly, it feems, may undertake and carry on without any new 
Powers, he had no Occafion to afk for fuch, either from us 
or the Commons. He wants nothing but a Supply of Money 
for that Purpofe, and that the other Houfe infifb upon the 
fole Privilege of granting ; fo that if his Majefty had afked 
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any fuch Supply of us, they would certainly have look'd upon Aon. 13 Geo. n« 
it as an Encroachment upon their Privileges ; and as this is J 739- 
a Point we have never yet given up, it would of courfe have 
occajioned a Breach between the two Houfes. That this would 
have been the Confequence, we may be convinced of, from, 
the Method in which this Mefiage was treated by the other 
Houfe. Upon their receiving this Mefiage, they did not vote 
an Addrefs by Way of Anfwer to the Crown, which is the 
ufual Method upon other Occafions ; but they immediately re- 
ferred it to the Committee of Supply, and in that Committee, 
I fuppofe, they have granted fuch a Sum, as they thought fiif- 
ficient for the Purpofe, and that Sum will, in the Ap- 
propriation-Bill, be appropriated to carry on fuch Meafures, 
as his Majefty (hall judge neceflary in the further Profecu- 
tion of the War. When this Claufe comes before us for our 
Concurrence, we have no Occafion to enquire, whether his 
Majefty has any, or what Meafures under his Confideration. 
From the Nature of Things we know, tjiat in Time of War, 
ibme Meafures may become neceflary, which could neither 
be particularly communicated to, nor particularly provided for, 
by Parliament, either becaufe it was neceflary to keep them 
fecret, or becaufe they were not then thought of ; and there- 
fore, we could not but expert, that fome fuch Grant would 
be made by the other Houfe, and would be fent up for our 
Concurrence. Nay, even from his Majefty's Speech wemuft 
have expected fome fuch Thing ; for there, his Majefty tells 
Us, that the Services will be various andextenfive ; from whence 
we could not but fuppoie, th t particular Eflimates could not bo 
made up for every Service that might occur in the Courfe 
of this enfuing Year. 

From what I have faid, my Lords, I hope it will appear, 
that the (ending of this MeflHge to the Commons (ingly, with- 
out taking Notice of this Houfe, was no Slight, nor an At- 
tack upon any of our Rights or Privileges, and that it would 
have been very imprudent in his Majefty to have fent a Mef- 
fage of this Kind to us ; and it will likewife, I hope, from 
thence appear, that it would not only be wrong, but very 
imprudent in us, to agree to the Refolution propofed ; for 
the fame Reafons that would have made it imprudent in his 
^lajefty to fend any fuch Mefiage to us, mull make it im- 
prudent in us to agree to fuch a Refolution. If we fhould 
agree to it, we may expeft, that the other Houfe will pre- 
fently take the Alarm. They will certainly hear (bmething 
of the Refolution : They will thereupon order a Committee to 
fearch our Journals, which they Have a Right to do ; and upon 
that Committee^ reporting, that they have found fuch a Refo- 
lution in our Journals, the other Home will certainly come to 

fuch 
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A«a.i3Gw.ll.fuchRefolution5, at muftoccafion & Breach between the two 
*739* Houfes : How fatal the Confcquenoes of this Breach may tx: to 

'■— ' ^~ - the Commonwealth, in our prefent CSrcamftances, I roanleavs 
to your Lordftiips Confidetation. 

This muft Ihew, my Lords, that we oogjit to be extremely 
Ihy of agreeing to the Resolution propofed ; and at the feme 
Time I lhaH grant, that we ought ahb to be fhy of giving it a 
direEt Negative ; for tho* what is now complained of, is no Vio- 
lation of our Rights or Privileges, nor of that Deference dint is 
due to us from the Crown ; yet, if we fliouldpat a fiat Nega- 
tive upon this Motion, as k will ftand upon Record in our 
Journals, it may hereafter be made a Precedent for fomethm& 
that, will be a real and downright Violation of our Rights and 
Privileges, or of that Regard which ought to be fliewn us, as 
the higher Houfe of Parliament ; and for this Reafon, I mink, 
it is the moft prudent Method to fafpend the Decinon of this 
Affair, by putting the previous (^flion upon 4e Motion.* 

The Lord CartereU 

The Lord fer- ' My Lords, lam forry f mould be lb often obliged to trouble 
tens, your Lordftiips upon this OcCafion, but really the more I hear 

Jaid againft this Resolution, the more important the Afiair ferns 
to grow, the more neceflary, I think, it becomes for us to agree 
immediately to what my noble Friend has been pleafed to pro- 
pofe. Mis Motion I at firft thought would have had a good Ef- 
fect, even though our* Approbation of it ihould have been fof- 
pended by the previous Queftion ; but from what the noble Lord, 
who fpoke laft againft the Motion, has laid, I find the Motion 
will have no Effect upon the future Conduit of MiniHers, unlefi 
it now meets with the Approbation of this Houfe. My Lords, 
it is impofiible for any Minifter or Ambitious Prince to ruin our 
Conftitution, without firft proftituting the Honour, and deba- 
ting the Dignity of this Houfe ; and this can never be done 
without our own Concurrence or Connivance. If what has 
been laft {aid againft this Motion, be allowed to have any In- 
fluence upon this Aflembly, every future Minifter that pleafes 
will, at every Turn, take an Occafion to Affront us, and to vio- 
late our Rights and Privileges, and will plead For his Exc&fe, 
that he durft not do otherwise, for fear or alarming the other 
Houfe, and occafioning a Breach between the two Houfes of 
Parliament Nay, his Creatures in this Houfe, as a future Mi- 
nifter may have feme, tho\ I am fure, no Minifter has any 
inch at prefent, will tell us, that we muft not attempt to vindi- 
cate our Honour, or aflert our undoubted Rights and Privileges, 
for fear of ocoajtoning a Breach between the two Houfes ; and 

wilt 
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« il ! be fure to reprefent to us in the moft hideous Light, die fatal Ann. 13 Geo. n. 
Confequenccs of fuch a Breach. » 5Z 3 9 * 

I know, my Lords, that a Breach, or a Difpute abcmt Pfi- ~^ 

vileges, between the two Houfcs of Parliament, is a very trou- 
blefome Affair: I am fenfible, that it ought to be avoided as 
much as poffible ; but it was never vet attended with any fetal 
Confequence. When foci* a Difpute happens, one or other 
ruuft be in the Wrong ; and when Men are allowed Time to 
coor, ami to think deliberately upon die Subject they generally 
at laft give Ear to Reafon, or fome Methods are found out to 
pot an End to the Difpute without a Determination ; one of 
which has in a fhort Time been the Confequence of all theDft. 
putes that have happened between us. Suppofe the other Houfe, 
at the Inlljgation of fbme ambitious and artful Mem ber , fhould 
be fo unreaionable* as to mid fault with our vindicating our Ho- 
nour, and averting, againft an encroaching and arrogant Minify 
ter, that Regard which is due to us from the Crown, are we 
therefore to ceafe doing our Duty ? Or muft we, for fearof this 
Confequence, fiibmit tamely to every Indignity foch a Minifler 
may pleafe to put upon us ? 

For God*s Sake my Lords, do not demean yourfelves fo much, 
as to allow fuch an Argument to have any Weight in this De- 
bate. Confider alone, whether m the prefent Cafe you have 
been neglefted, and if you think we have, I am certain you 
will refolveto vindicate your Honour, let die Confequence be 
what it will But, m my Opinion, there is not the leaft Dan% 
ger of the other Hbufe's taking amifi airy Refohttion you can 
come to upon this Occanon. There would not have been the 
leaft Danger, as the noble Lord has been pleafed to infinuatr, 
of their talcing it amifs, had his Majefty feat this Menage to us, 
at the feme Time he lent it to them. His Lnrdfhip may difHn- 
guifh Mefiages into as many Sorts as he pleafes, but I muft infiil 
upon it, that all Mcflages that relate fingly to the Bufinefi of 
Supplies, are not to be fent to the other Houfe fingly, without 
taking Notice of this. A Meflage for a Vote of. Credit, is a 
Meflage that relates fingly to the Bufinefi of Supplies, and yet 
no Member of the other Houfe, I believe, ever imagined, that 
a Meflage for a Vote of Credit ought not to be fent to us, as 
well as them. My Lords, this very Meflage is a Meflage for 
Credit. It is a Meflage for an Aft of Credit, which is ftill more 
than a Vote of Credit. The other Houfe may limit the Credit 
they give upon this Occafion, as well as they generally do the 
Credit they give by a Vote 5 but whatever the Sum may be 
that is granted or promifed, for doing what we know nothing 
of it is a Grant or Vote of Credit, and every Meflage defiring 
foch a Vote or Grant, ought to be fent at the feme Time to 
both Houfcs. The other Houfe's referring this as. a Meflage im- 
mediately 
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Ann. i^Geo. II. mediately to the Committee of Supply, without thinking of an 
1 7 3 9 • Addrefs by Way of Return to it, is no Argument for fhewing, that 

they thought the Meflkge ought not to have been communicated 
to this Houfe. Laft Seflion they treated the Meflkge then feot 
in the lame Manner. Tho' it was a- Meflkge for a Vote or an 
A& of Confidence, as well us Credit, they referred it imme- 
diately to the Committee of Supply, without thinking of ad- 
drefling his Majefty by Way of Return : Nor did they think of 
taking it amifs, that the Meflkge was communicated to us, as 
well as them. Have we not within thefe few Years feen. feveral 
Meflkgesfor a Vote of Credit only ? Have not all thefe Mefla- 
ges been fent at the lame Time to both Houfes ? And did the 
other Houfe ever think of taking it amifs, that fuch a Meflkge 
was communicated to this Houfe ? The Cafe would have been 
the fame, had this Meflkge been fent up to, us: The other 
Houfe would not have fo much as thought of taking it amifs ; 
nor would ever fuch a Thought have entered, I believe, into 
any Man's Head, if it had not been to excufe the Blunder of a 
Minifter, which, I think, is the fofteft Name I can give the 
Negle<ft, that has been (hewn us upon this Occafion. 

f am really furprized to hear any Lord of this Houfe arguing 
from the fole Right the Commons pretend to, of granting Sup- 
plies, that they may from thence take Occafion to prevent all 
Sort of Communication between the Crown and this Houfe, 
which might be the Cafe, if they mould be allowed to be 
Judges, what Sort of Meflkges ought to be fent to this Home. 
My Lords we have never yet yielded to them the fole and ex- 
clusive Right of granting Supplies, or that we have not a Right 
to alter and amend thofe Money-Bills they fend up to us. It was 
tut in the Year 1 696, that they came to a Refolution, which they 
afterwards made a Handing Order, not to confer with this Houfe 
about any Amendment made by us to a Money-Bill, and this 
is the only Determination this Affair as yet met with, which 
is a Determination we are not in the leall obliged to ftand to. 
This very Difpute, it is true, occafioned a Breach between the 
two Houfes in the Year 1671, which was the Occafion of drop- 
ping one of the Money-Bills fent up by the Commons that Sefli- 
on ; but this was fo far from being a Misfortune, that it was 
lucky for the Nation, becaufe it prevented the entire Ruin of the 
Dutch ; for King Charles II. had in that Year been drawn into 
an Alliance with France for attacking Holland, which was ac- 
cordingly foon after put in Execution ; but the Lofs of this Mo- 
ney-BUi preventing his Majefly's attacking the Dutch with that 
Vigour the might otherwife have done, and this gave them 
Time to prepare, and to withftand the French Attack by Land, 
much better then they could have done, had they at the fame 
Time been vigoroufly attacked by Sea i fo that our infilling 

ftrenuoully 
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flrenuomly upon our feights at that Time; tho* it occafioned a Ann, 3 Geo * w - 
Breach between the two Houfes, was of great Service to this , ^Z 3 ?l 
Nation, and to Europe in general. """ 

This, my Lords, may ferve as a Proof of what I take to be 
a general Role in all human Affairs, which is, that in every 
Cafe that occurs, we ought to do our Duty, and trull the Event 
to Providence. But in the prefent Cafe, it is evident, that our 
agreeing to this Refolution can occafion no Breach between the 
two Houfes, nor be attended with any bad Confequer.ee ; for I 
have fhewn, that the Commons could not have taken it amifs, 
had this Menage been communicated to us, at the fame Time 
it was to them, and confequently they cannot take amifs 
our agreeing to the Refolution propofed. I believe, moil of 
them will agree with me in Opinion, that it is a dangerous 
Thing for the Crown to fend any Meflage in Writing to either 
of the Houfes, without taking Notice of the other ; for there 
is a great Difference between a Meflage in Writing, and thofe 
verbal Menages lent by fome of the King's Minifters or Ser- 
vants. Thefe laft, indeed, may be fent to either Houfe, ac- 
cording to the Nature of the Adair to which they relate ; but 
a folemn Meflage in Writing, I will venture to fay, ought 
generally to be fent to both Houfes. *If a Meflage relating to 
judicature mould be fent to this Houfe fingly, the other might 
probably take it ill ; became they have never allowed us the 
fole Right of being the fupreme Judicature, no more than we 
have allowed them the fole Right of granting Supplies. And 
even with regard to the Peerage, if a Meflage in Writing 
was neceflkry for introducing or paffing any Law relating to 
it, I believe the fafeft Way would be, to fend it to both 
Houfes ; but I cannot conceive, how a Meflage can be ne- 
ceflkry in either of thefe Cafes: Tho* no Bill becomes a 
Law, till it receives the Royal Affent, yet we have, in both 
Houfes, a Power to bring in and pafs fuch Bills, as we think 
neceflary for the Public Good, or the Prefervation of the 
Confutation, without having Leave from the Crown by Mef- 
lage, or any other Way ; for upon fuch Occafions no Prero- 
gative ought to be allowed to (land in our Way. 

I know that in the Year 171 8, a Meflage in Writing came 
to this Houfe relating to the Peerage Bill; and, my Lords, 
it was a wife, a tender, and a falutary Meflage : I wifh I 
could fee fuch another : I am fure, if I could expeft to fee 
fuch another, I fhouki be among the firft to move .for bring- 
ing again fuch a Bill as that was, into this Houfe. If that 
BUI had palled into a Law, our Conftitution would have been 
more fecure, and this Houfe a better Barrier againft the Am- 
bition of Minifters, than it is at prefcnt. We know by 
whom it was oppofed: We know it was oppofed by one, 
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Ann. 13 Geo. II. w ho has now great Weight in the other Houfe ; and while 
'7 39- he has the fame Weight, I believe we {hall never fee the 
^ fame Bill revived. But the Meflage fent to us by the Crown 

upon that Occafion, was far from being neceffrry. It pro- 
ceeded entirely from the Goodnefs of the late King, v,ho 
was willing to give that early Teflimony of lib Approba- 
tion, in Older to remove the Clamours of fomc Courtiers, 
who fecmed to be againft the Bill ; and had that Meflage 
been liktwife communicated to the Commons, I believe it 
would have been right : I cannot think it would have been 
attended with any bad Conic quence. For, in all Cafes where 
a new Law is necefTary, if a folemn Meflage in Writing 
from the Crown be necefTary, as the Law mult have the 
Concurrence of both Houfes, the Meflage ought regularly, 
I think, to be fent to both. 

Wo have been told, my Lords, that during the late War 
there were fcveral Precedents of fuch Meflages as this being 
fent to the other Houfe, without taking any Notice of rhi~. 
I wifh the noble Lords had mentioned but one of thefe fe- 
veral Precedents, I am fure I know of none. I have lhewn, that 
the Meifcge now under our Con fide ration is directly a Meflage for 
a Vote of Credit : It is, with refpett to the Credit Part, exprcfly 
the f;;ine with that Meflage which was fent laic Year to 
both Houfes and has been treated in the fame Manrer bv 
the other Houfe; and before the Year 171 7, fo far as I 
remember, there was never any fuch Meflage fent to both, 
or to cither Houfe of Parliament. That Meflage, we know, 
was violently oppofed, and particularly by an eminent Mem- 
ber cf the other Houfe, who has fince, it feems, got a new 
Light ; for he has been not only the Supporter, but, I be- 
lieve, the Advifer of many fuch Meflages fince that Time. 
During the late War, I can think" of no Meflage in Writ- 
ing, relating to the War, but what was fent to both Houfes 
of Farliameat. After the unfortunate Battle of Almanza, 
there was a Meflage in Writing from the Crown ; but it 
was fent to both Houfes. After the Death of the Emperor 
Jofepb) there was a Meflage in Writing from the Crown; 
but it was fent to both Houfes. All the Meflages I can 
• think of, th;;t related to the Public in general, have been 
fent to each Houfe of Parliament ; for it is but of late, that 
tiiis Method of fending Meflages has been begun. When 
pur Sovereign had any Thing new to communicate, or any 
Thing new to a>k, the ancient Method was, to come to his 
Parliament, and make a new Speech ; and J wifh this Me- 
thod had never been altered ; for it is more folemn, and 
mere keening that Regard which our Sovereign ought to 
fhew to the Supicme Council of the Nation. 

Suppofe, 
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Suppofe, my Lords, we fhould think it neceflkry to difa- Ann. x$Gfo. it. 
gree to the Credit deiired by the Crown. Suppoie we were l759# 
convinced, that the Credit or Money deiired would be em- "~^"" 
ployed in carrying on Meafurcs, that mull redound to the 
Prejudice of the Nation. This was the Cafe in the Year 
1 67 1, anbTmay again be die Cafe : I am far from thinking 
it is fo at preient ; but if it were, we could, in this Method, 
have no Opportunity of refufing this Credit, but by doing, 
perhaps, an infinite Prejudice to the Public ; for the Clauie 
of Appropriation, with refpect to the Sum granted by the 
other Houic, in Purfuance of this Meflhge, will certainly come 
up to us in fome Money- Bill, which the public Service ne- 
ccilarily requires to pais ; and if we fhould think it necef- 
fary to throw out the Clauie, we muft of courfe throw out 
the Bill, or occafion a Breach between the two Houfes of 
Parliament, which, the noble Lords, who are againft this 
. Motion, have told us, would be of the mod terrible Confe- 
quence in our preient Circumflances. 

A noble Lord has told us, that the Sum granted by the 
other Houfe in Compliance with this MefTage, will, in the 
Clauie of Appropriation to be lent up to us, be appropriated 
to the carrying on of fuch Meafures, as his Majefty fhall 
think proper, in the further Profecution of the War. My 
Lords, I know nothing of the Words that may be made ufe of 
in that Clauie ; but luppofe it comes up in thefe Words, and 
that the Sum granted may be 200,000 /. is not this giving the 
Crown a Credit for 200,000/. in the very fame Manner 
we gave it a Credit lafl Year for 500,000/ ? The only 
Difference is, that lafl Year his Majefty deigned to ask it 
of us, and to tell us, it was neceilary ; but this Year, it 
feems, we are to give it without asking, and without know* 
ing it is neceiliry. The noble Lord fays, the Neceffity of 
giving fuch a Credit in Time of War, appears from the 
Nature of Things. My Lords, the very contrary appears 
from Experience ; for during the long and heavy War in 
Queen Armc's Time, no fuch Credit was ever given. Her 
Majefty was often empowered to apply any Part of the Sup- 
plies to iecret or unthought-of Services ; but there never was 
any particular Sum granted for that Purpofe : Therefore, if 
we judge from Experience, as well as the Nature of Things, 
we muft fuppofe, that no fuch Credit is neceilary, and con- 
fequently, as the Crown has neither told us that it is, nor 
asked any fuch of us, we muft throw out that CJaufe, an J 
of courfe the Money-Bill in which it is inferred. 

The noble Lord feemed to be fenfihle, that the Neceffity 
cf this Credit was not very apparent from the Nature of Thing,, 
and therefore, he endeavoured to Ihew, that his Majefty had 
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Ann. 13 Geo.il. told us of it, and aflted for it in his Speech from the Throne 
■ ^ 73 j* Whether any fuch Thing can be gathered from the Words 
*— ^ he mentioned, or from any Words in his Majefty's Speech, I 
muft leave to your Lordfhips to judge. In Time of War, the 
Services muft always be various and extenfive, but we could 
not fuppofe, that his Majefty thereby meant, that we mull: 
now grant a particular Credit for thole Services, or that fuch 
a Thing would be neceflary now, tho* it was never before 
thought neceflary. I (hall grant, my Lords, that fome few 
Words might very eafily have been inlerted in his Majefrys 
Speech, which would have prevented the Neceflity of fend- 
ing this Menage to either Houfe of Parliament ; but his Mi- 
niiters, by not thinking of, and foreseeing things before hand, 
have brought themfelves into this Labyrinth ; and I wifh with 
all my Heart, they may not, by the lame Sort of politi- 
cal Thougfitleflhefs and Blindnefe, have brought the Nation 
into fuch a Labyrinth, as we mail not loon, or eafily get oat of. 
I mull beg Pardon for having given your Lordfhips fb much 
Trouble ; but the Motion now under our Confederation has, 
by the Debate upon it, become an Affair of fo lerious a Na- 
ture, that I think the very Being of this Hoofe concerned 
in the Quell ion. A particular and diftincl Correfpondence is 
now opened between the Crown and the Commons, and that 
to about Affairs which relate to the Public in general, Af- 
fairs of the greateft Importance : That Correfpondence may 
increafe to fuch a Degree, as to render your Lordfhips quite 
ulelels ; and if you fhould once become fo, you may depend 
upon your being at laft voted ufelcfs by the other Houfe, 
as you have been heretofore. I thought it my Duty to op- 
pole with all my Might, the firft Approach of fuch another 
Misfortune. Our Honour, our very Being requires an imme- 
diate Aflent to this Motion : and as I look upon the pre- 
vious Queftion to be a Sort of Negative, I fhall, therefore, be 
againft our difagreeing to the Motion, by thator any other Method, 
The previous Queftion was then put and palled in the Negative. 

Debate upon March, 19. The Penfion-Bill having been read a fecond 

upon the Pen- Time, a Motion was made for committing it. Which was 

fion Bill. firft oppofed by Lord fValpok, but before he began .he moved, 

that fome Parts of the Journals in the Years 1 17^9, 30, 31, - 

and 32, might be read; which being read accordingly, he 

then went on in Subflance as follows, viz. 

The Lord Walpole. 

The Lord * My Lords, from thefe Journals it appears, that a Bill 

Walfoit, with the very lame Title has been already four Times lent 

up 
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up from the other Houfe, and as often rejected by this, which Aon* *3 Q*»» H* 
gave me a Curiofity, as foon as the Bill came up, to look z ?39* 
into it, and to compare it with the Bill fo often reje&ed ; ^ "" 
and, I mail fay, I was gready furprized, when I found it 
was almoft Word for Word the fame ; becaufe I really take 
it to be an Affront offered to us, to fend up a fifth Time 
the very fame Bill that has, fo lately, been four Times re- 
jected by as. Surely, thofe who were the Promoters of this 
Bill muft think, that we are either fhort in our Memories, 
or variable in our Judgments ; for the Circumftances of the 
Nation are exa&Iy the fame now, as they were then ; and 
tho* we have feveral young Lords come into the Houfe fince 
that Time, yet, I am fure, if all thofe that were, upon for- 
mer Occafions, for rejecting the Bill, be Hill of the fame Opi- 
nion, 1 may eafily judge of its Fate. 

This, my Lords, I mould think fufficicnt, upon the prefent 
Occafion, for prevailing with your Lordfhips to put a Nega- 
tive upon this Motion, if every Lord now prefent had been 
here, upon former Occafions, when this Affair was fully de- 
bated ; but, as there are now feveral Lords here, that were 
not then prefent, I fhall bee Leave but juft to touch upon 
fbme of the Reafons formerly urged agaiuft this Bill, and which 
are now full as ftrong as they were at that Time, nay, fbme 
of them, I think, much ftronger. By wife Politicians, my 
Lords, it has always been laid down as a Maxim, not to 
make any Alterations in the fundamental Forms of your civil 
Government or Conftitution, unlefs feme Grievance or Incon- 
venience, that is fenfibly felt, render it abfolutely neceflary ; 
and the Reafons are very plain, becaufe fuch Alterations are 
generally attended with Convulfions in the State, and becaufe 
the Remedies you provide, are often found to be worfe than 
the Grievences you intended to cure. This Maxim, there- 
fore, ought always to be obferved, in Time of Peace as well 
as in Time of War ; but, in Time of War, we ought to be 
much more cautious of departing from it, than in Time of 
Peace. 

New, my Lords, according to this Maxim, we muft either 
fuppofe, that there is Corruption in the other Houfe, and that 
of the worft Sort ; or we muft allow, that we have now, in 
Time of War a ftronger Reafon for reje&ing this Bill than 
we ever had before. To fuppofe that there is Corruption in 
the other Houfe of Parliament, and that Sort of Corruption 
too, which confifts in ready Money, or a private Penfion, 
would be throwing a very great, and, I hope, a very unjuft 
Slander upon the other Houfe ; but this I fhall be very eafy a- 
Jxwt, considering how often they have fent this Bill up to us, if 

it 
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Am*. 13 Geo. II. ft jy no t, at the fame time, throw a very great, and I am fare 
'7 39^ a very unjuil Slander upon his Majefty's Government. My Lords, 
""^ it is a Crime to corrupt, as well as to be corrupted ; there can 

be no Corrupted unlefs there be a Corrupter, and to fuppofe 
that there k, in the other Houfe, any Man corrupted by the 
Crown, is to fuppofe that the Crown is guilty of a moil in- 
famous Crime, which no Lord in this Houfe will, I amfure, 
fuppofe, during his prefent Majefty's Reign. 

We cannot even fuppofe, my Lords, that any of thofe em- 
ployed by his Majefly in the Adm migration, are guilty of 
corrupting the Members of the other Houfe, becaufe it is 
not in their Power. They can grant no Penfion but by a 
W arrant from his Majefly ; they can give no Money,becauie they 
have no* public Money but what they mult account for to 
his Majefly, or to Parliament. As for that Part of the pub- 
lic Money which they muft account for to Parliament, no 
Man will fuppofe, they can give any Part of it for bribing 
the Members ; and as for that Part which they mull account 
for to his Majefly, they can give none of it, without letting 
his Majefly into the Secret, and make him a Sort of Part- 
ner in their Crime, which no Man will fuppofe they dare 
attempt. They can, therefore, have no Money for this Pur- 
pofe, unlefs they lhould make ufe of their own private For- 
tunes ; and, for fuch a Purpofe, no private Fortune can be 
fuppofed to be equal. But fuppofe it were in their Power, I 
do not believe it is in their Inclination ; and, I hope, many 
Lords in this, are of my Opinion. I have the Honour to be 
nearly related to fome of thofe employed in the Adminiflra- 
tion : From thence I have had an Opportunity of knowing 
their molt fee ret Thoughts ; and from thence I have formed 
my Opinion. Therefore, if it is neither in the Inclination, 
nor in the Power of any one employed in the Adminiftration, 
to corrupt die Members of the other Houfe, what Occafion 
can we have, would it not be altogether imprudent in us, 
to make an Alteration in one of the mofl fundamental Parts 
of our Conftiturion, in order to guard againfl a Grievance, 
which is neither felt, nor can be, in his prefent Majefty's 
Reign, fo much as fuppofed ? 

Mv Lords, the Prerogative our Sovereign has of reward- 
ing Merit, in what Shape, or in what Manner, he pleafe.% 
i& one of the mofl fundamental, and one of the mofl ufe- 
ful Parts of our Conftitution ; and, an Alteration in this 
Kefpeft, may not only occafion Convulfions, which muft be 
dangerous in Time of War, but likewife, it may be attend- 
ed with Inconveniencies, which it is impoffible to fbrelee. 
There are many Sorts of public Services which cannot be im- 
mediately explained, which it would be inconfiflent with the 
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public Good to divulge ; and yet, if this Bill fhould Pafs into Ann. 13 Geo.IL 
a Law, Lis Majefty could reward no Services in any Mem- 1739. 
ber of the other Houfe, without explaining and divulging V — ^-« .J 
thofe Services ; nay, and putting it in the Power of that Houfe to 
judge, whether thofe Services deferved fuch a Reward, which 
might occafion Difputes between that Houfe and the Crown, and 
would certainly difcourage every Member of that Houfe from 
rendering any Secret Services to the Public. 

This, my Lords, would be a great Prejudice to our Civil 
Government ; and the frequent Oaths that are to be introdu- 
ced by this Bill, would be of the moil dangerous Confequence, 
not only to our eftablilhed Religion, but even to natural Reli- 
gion itfelf. In our antient Polity, both religious and civil, it 
was a wife Maxim, never to oblige or allow a Man to fwear in 
any Cafe, where Self-Intereft was concerned, efpeciaHy when 
the Circumitances of the Cafe were fuch as made it impoflible 
to convict him of Perjury, even tho' he fhould be guilty of 
it ; but this Maxim feems to be quite overturned by this Bill, 
and therefore, I am convinced it will introduce amongft us, 
an utter Contempt of Perjury, which is always followed by 
an utter Contempt of Religion. 

Thefe, my Lords, are feme of the Reafons formerly made 
ufe of againft this Bill : They have already been four Times 
approved of by this Home : They are now ftronger than 
ever they were before ; and therefore, for the Sake of your 
own Character, as well as for the Reafon of the Thing, I 
hope you will give this Bill the feme Treatment, it has fo 
often before met with.' 

The Jx>rd Talbot. 

* My Lords, Could any Oppofition to aMeafure, abfblutely The Lord 
neceflary for the Prefervation of the Conititution, have fur- 7 " 4 ^** 
prized me, I fhould have been amazed at the Reception given 
to the Bill now under our Confideration, 

The Commons, fenfible of the Prevalence of Corruption, 
and well knowing the inevitable Deilruction attendant upon 
any Government infected with that politicial Contagion, have 
fent your Lord/hips a Bill for fecuring their own Integrity, 
and to prevent the dreadful Effects, an Evil fo fubtle and 
formidable might foon occafion, if not entirely eradicated. 
No* is the Bill founded upon Utopian and chimerical Schemes 
of public Virtue ; but fo extremely requifite, that you have 
already in the Statute Books two Laws calculated to obtain 
the fame End : Notwithstanding which, it is frill pofRble for 
Miniflerial Craft, working upon abandoned Proftitution, to 
evade and render them ineffectual. 

If 



Ana. 13 Geo. II. & y ou believe the Commons really intended, by their 
1739. 3 paffing this Bill, to fupport their own Honour, and to preserve! 
their own Houfe uncontaminated by fecret Corruption, may 
they not with Reafon refent your defeating fo upright a 
Defien f* May. not it occaiion a Breach of that Harmony, 
which we ought to endeavour to promote between the two 
greit legislative Branches? And will not the whole Nation 
efpoufe their Caufe, and warmly join in their honeft Indignation ? 

On the other Hand, were it poflible to fuppofc, they meant 
nothing by this Bill, but to delude their ConfUtucnts, by ah 
Appearance of Zeal again (I that malignant Influence, which 
may make thofe that were chofen as the Guardians, be- 
come the Subverters of the Liberty of their Country, would 
it be conMent with your Dignity, with your Duty to God 
and Man, to be acceflary to the abominable Craft ? No, 
my Lords, this Houfe can never fink fo infamoufly low, as 
to co-operate in fo mean, fo contemptible, fo profligate a 
Jobb: You may be yourfelves deceived, but you are inca- 
pable of deceiving. 

A private Pcnfion is a Breach of Truft ; and if you re- 
fute your AfTent to this Bill, you in fome Meafure give 
a Sanction to the Infringment of thofe Laws it is intended 
to enforce. 

The noble Lord's Argument drawn from the four Jour- 
nals, he ordered to be read, concludes nothing, but that it 
was, at thofe Times the Senfe of the Houfe to reject Bills 
of the fame Nature. But, my Lords, there are many Lords 
now prefent, who did not fit in this Houie at any one of 
the Periods referred to ; and the Commons, after having been 
four Times defeated, offering this Bill to your Lordfhips, is 
a Proof of their Opinion of the abfolute Neceffity of fuch a 
Law. 

It waft obferved by the noble Lord, that the Time is 
improper : Far otherwiie is my Opinion ; for at an Hour 
when the Situation of Affairs obliges the Parliament to im- 
pofe heavy Burdens upon a Nation, already labouring under 
the fevere Preffure of an enormous Debt, are we not directed 
by Juftice and Prudence to give them the utmoft Proofs in 
our Power, of the Integrity of thofe Perfons, by whom the 
oppreffive Taxes muft neceflarily be impos'd. 

The noble Lord hath faid, paffing this Bill would be a Slur 
upon the! Commons. Surely it cannot be efteemed in that 
Light, as they begin it thcmfelves ; for if by the Bill's paf- 
fing their own Aflembly, the Slur be not call, the ena&ng 
fo upright a Bill, cannot reafonably be judged fo. A Parli- 
ament in the 2d of Henry Vlllth pafs'd an Ad to annihilate 
all the Debts the King had contracted upon Loans. The 
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Reafon given by Hiftorians is, that it was filled by hisMajef- Ann ' U * 50 ' 1 *. 
ty's Servants, with whom Juftice had not fo much Weight, as ^ l J}*! ■ 
Complaifance to the Crown. ^ 

The Numbers of Placemen in that Parliament are not fpe- 
cified ; but, I believe, they did not amount to near three 
hundred in both Houfes, nor is there mention made of a tin- 
gle Penfinoer. The Parliament ftigmatized by the Name of 
the penfionary Parliament,propofed an cxpurgatory Oath, to clear 
themfelves from that Afperfion, containing many Particulars, one 
of which was, That each Member ihould fwear, he had never 
given his Vote in Parliament, for any Reward or Promife 
'whatsoever. I fincerely wifh that, to gratify the People, the 
feme, or fuch another Oath, (hould now be taken ; and as the 
Oath propofed by this Bill will, I think, be rather more 
efFe&ual, therefore I am for the Bill's being committed, and 
hope it will be pafled into a Law.* 

The Earl of Hallifax. 

4 My Lords, Unfit as I am f to offer my Thoughts to The Earl of 
your Lordfhips, I fhall undertake the Taflt with Pleafure, H4//1/4*. 
whenever my Duty calls me to it. I was in Hopes, howe- 
ver, that I (hould have had no Occaiion of troubling your 
Lordfhips to Day; I was in Hopes, that this Bill, calculated 
for the Independency of Parliament, after having received the 
unanimous San&ion of the Houfe of Commons, would not 
have met with an harder Fate within theie Walls. I muft 
confefs, I am in the greateft Difficulty, my Lords, how to 
reconcile the Oppofition it finds, with the warm Zeal for 
the Freedom of Parliament, and the tender Regard to the 
Conftitution of it, which your Lordfhips have (hewn upon 
fo many other Occafions. I am ftill more at a Lois, my 
Lords, when I confider the Weaknefs of Argument, and 
Shadow of Reafon, upon which fuch an Oppofition is 
founded. 

Every Friend to the Revolution muft be zealous for fully 
obtaining thofe noble Ends propofed by it ; but this, my 
Lords, can never be, till the Independency of Parliament is 
iecured. To gain this eflential Point muft be the Wifh of 
every honeft Heart ; and tho' many Difficulties may occur, 
before the great Scheme be complete, yet every Step we 
take againlt the undue Influence of Power, ftill farther re- 
moves frDm us that fatal Danger, by which this Country 
may one Day fall. We have kfs to fear, my Lords, from a 
foreign Power abroad, than from a minifterial Power at home. 
This the Houfe of Commons is fetmble of; and, fearing, they 
bave not fufficient Security for the Independency of their 
1739. B b b Members, 
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Ann. 13 Geo. II. Members, dcfire your Lordfhips Concurrence, to fhrengtheil 
*739- '**» **** t0 cn ^ orce t ^ ^ ^ jaws alwady in Being, againft 
thofe notable Friends to Liberty, called Petitioners: And 
{hall we, my Lords, fruftrate the good Defign ? Shall we 
refufe them the Security they afk i and (hall not the fame 
Reafons that weighed with our Anceftors to enaft Laws, 
weigh with us for the Enforcement of them ? were they 
not, my Lords, I fhould be apt to believe what I have often 
with Concern heard, when I was abroad, That the Ewglifb 
have the beit Body of Laws now extant in the World, but 
want the Execution of them. 

One Objection, my Lords, that has been made to the 
Bill by the noble Lord who fpoke firft is, That it would 
multiply Oaths. If Oaths are ever neceflary, it is upon 
fuch Occasions as thefc, when a Man enters upon the great 
Trufl repofed in him by his Conftituents. We (wear to our 
King; This is an Oath to our Country. Many Men, my 
Lords, will break their Words, who dare not violate their 
Oath ; and Fear has often an Effect, when Confcience has 
none. I can eafily believe, my Lords, that there will be 
many wicked Men in future Times, who wou'd betray their 
Trult, evade the Acts of Parliament* and receive their 

Penfion, if they cou*d avoid the Penalty due to Perjury. 

They wou*d hazard their Expulfion, fo they efcaped the 
Pillory. 

Another Reafon, my Lords, that pleads ftrongly with me 
for this Oath of Purgation, is the Difficulty a Horie of 
Commons is like to meet with, in the Difcovery of their 
proftituted Members. If a future Minifter fhould follow the 
generous Example of feme of his Predeceflbrs, all Papers, all ne- 
ceflary Informations would be denied, and Corruption be as fecret 
as it is definitive. Is it to be imagined, that a Man vile 
enough, unlawfully to receive a Penfion, would be alfb weak 
enough to avow it himfelf ? Knavery and Cunning are too 
often joined, to expect it. Is it to be fuppofed, that a cor- 
rupting Minifter will ever confefs, where he unwarrantably 
extends his Eounty ? . 

It has alio been faid by the noble Lord, that pafRng this 
Bill would prove a Sufpicion of the Government. A free 
People, my Lords, muft always be fufpicious ; and Liberty 
muil ever be upon its Guard. Many, perhaps, my Lords, 
think, they have juft Grounds for Sufpicion, when a Multi- 
plicity of Places, a numerous (landing Army, an Increafe of 
Taxes, and an immenfe Civil lift, have, during fo many 
Years of Peace, borne hard upon the Subject. As to myfelfj, 
my Lords, I am difpofed to be much more candid in xny 
Opinion ; and I wifli 1 could perfuade myfelf, that as loch 
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infinite Sums of Money pafs thro' other Channels, there was Ann « * 2 Gco.il. 
but little left for the worthy Penfioners 5 but, I fear the Cafe y_ Jl?* L 
is different . I fear, my Lords, 'tis too eafily to be proved, 
that if his Majefty's Civil Lift was exonerated of all unne- 
ceflary Penfions, he might afford (as Queen Anne did, out 
of a much lefs Civil Lift) 100,000 /. per Jw/um, for the Sup- 
port of the prefent War. Thus every loyal Heart, unbnb*d, 
unpenfioned, would be zealous in his Majefty's Service ; and 
Jiis Throne would be ftrengthened ( if poffible, more than it 
is at prefent ) upon that only true Bails of Royal Power, the 
Affections of his People. 

I have ever been, my Lords, and I hope I ever fhall be, 
an Enemy to Corruption ; but of all the Variety of Corrupted, 
furely Penfioners, if there ever are any fuch in an Houfe of 
Commons, are the foweft Seel. They have no Title, no Pre- 
tence, to the Salary they receive. All their Merit is their 
Vote ; and even that is a pifgrace when the Freedom of it 
is loft. They neither ferve their Country, nor truly ierve their 
King. They are the humble Servants to a Minifter, whofe 
Orders they obfequioufly obey, whatever be his Conduit with 
regard to his Matter's Intereft. Placemen may be honeft, but 
Penfioners in the Houfe of Commons never can. They vi- 
olate the Laws of their Country, when they are firft hired ; 
and when they enter upon their Pay, they commence Ene- 
mies to the Public. Thofe who are brib'd, my Lords, are 
far lefs guilty than fuch Penfioners. Some Author I've read, 
makes this Diftin&ion between a Penfion and a Bribe : A 
Bribe, he fays, is given for a particular Jobb, a Penfion is a 
conftant, continual Bribe. The Jobbers are only a Sort of 
Day-labourers ; but Penfioners are domeftic Servants, hired 
to go thro' all the dirty Bufinefs of the Houfe. As they re- 
ceive a Minifter's Wages, I wifh they had alfo worn his 
Livery ; and thus the Diibovery of them had been eafily made, 
without perplexing your Lordfhips with this Bill. The Jews 
of Rome, my Lords, becaufe it is apprehended, fo great a Num- 
ber of them may fome Time endanger the State, as a Mark 
of their Religion, are obliged to wear a Piece of yellow Linen 
upon their Hats. I wifh, my Lords, we had fome fuch Infti- 
tution for the unlawful Penfioners ; for as many of the Jews 
chufe rather to quit the City, than bear about this Mark of 
Infamy, fo I flatter myfelf, we fhould have got rid of a con- 
fiderable Number of our Penfioners, as loon as their virtuous 
Characters were known by their yellow Caps. 

I am fure, my Lords, I need trouble your Lordfhips no 

more to prove the dangerous Cbnfequences that may accrue 

to the Public, from the Violation of our Laws againft thefe 

Hirelings. Whether this Bill will be effectual, whether it 
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Ann. 13 C«o. II. will entirely flop this Channel of Corruption, Til not pre- 
x 739- tend to fey 5 but fomething muft be done: Let us not re- 
fufe a good Thing, becaufe it is not the beft ; or be averfe 
to remedying Part of the Evil, becaufe we cannot get rid of 
the Whole. The Freedom of Parliament has never been lofr, 
or recovered, but by Degrees ; and, if your Lordmips have 
a Mind to amend and itrengthen this Bill, let it be referred 
to a Committee appointed for that Purpofe. Any Thing, 
my Lords, rather than rejeft the Bill with Contempt, as if 
the Independency of Parliament were a Point not worthy this 
Aflembly's Consideration. My Lords, it is mofi particularly 
our Care 3 and tho* fome paltry, venal Writers of thefe Days, 
have endeavoured to palliate and juftify the Guilt of Cor- 
ruption, any, even to prove it necenary for the carrying on 
of Government, yet, I am perfuaded, that Sy Items to incon- 
filient with our Conftitution, have ever been abhorred by 
your Lordftups. 

However public Virtue hath been derided : However the 
honelt Support of our Country's Caufe have been mifcoc- 
flrued Refentment, Spleen, Mab'ce, and Difaffe£Hon, yet Pa- 
triotism is a Virtue that, I hope, will always recomend itfelf 
to Parliaments, fince Parliaments can only fubfift by it. To 
give the World a Proof that fuch Virtue is Hill amongft 
us, let us give our Concurrence to this Bill ; and thus (hall 
we put it out of the Power of future Malice to fey, that 
the invidious Talk of throwing out this Bill was, with Suc- 
cefs, laid upon us, and that we fubmitted ourfelves to the 
unpopular Burden, too heavy for the Commons. 



The Lord Hinton. 

The Lord * My Lords, however unpopular, however invidious it may 

Hmton, appear, to oppofe this Bill, yet, I think myfelf in Duty o- 

bliged to take the Tafk upon me ; becaufe, I think it a moll 
unnecenary Innovation of our Conftitution ; and an Innova- 
tion that will certainly be of the mofi: fetal Confequence to 
the Morals of the People. It has often been the Fate of 
this Houfe, my Lords, to withftand unreafonable Prejudices that 
have been artfully raifed among the People ; and the more 
general or violent fuch Prejudices may grow, the more zealous 
ought we to be for preventing the dangerous Effects they 
may produce, either in the Nation or upon our happy Con* 
ilitution. For this Reafon, fb far from yielding to any po- 
pular Outcry on Account of its being general, I mail always 
be for examining cooly into its Foundation, and where I can 

find 
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find no (olid Foundation, I fhall never be for rearing a new Amu T 3 Oto^ih 
Fabrick, or any Addition to the old. *7 39 ^ 

J know, my Lords, a great Outcry has of late been moft 
artfully railed againft Corruption ; and, I believe, there are 
many well-meaning Men who think there is fome Ground 
for it ; becaufe it is natural for Mankind to indulge their own 
Vanity and Self-conceit, . by imagining that thofe who differ 
from them, efpecially in Politics, are governed by any other 
Motive rather than that of Reafon; arid as Corruption is 
the mod obvious Motive that can be imputed to thofe that 
approve of the Meafures of a Court, therefore thofe that dis- 
approve, of courfe fuppofe, that moft of their Antagonifts are 
influenced by Corruption. But this to me is no Proof, nor 
fo much as a Prefumption. It is from Cbort-Meafures alone 
that I am to judge ; and if thofe Meafures have been fuch 
as I though reasonable, I cannot fuppofe', Charity will not 
allow me to fuppofe, that any Gentleman in either Houfe 
of Parliament was, from corrupt Motives, induced to approve 
of them. 

This, my Lords, is my Way of judging : I hope it will 
be allowed to be a reasonable VYay of judging ; and if it is, 
I am fure it muft be allowed by a great Majority of this 
Houfe, that there is at prefent no folid Ground for the Out- 
cry that has been lately raifed agairifl Corruption. I ftiall 
agree with the noble Lords who appear fo zealous for this 
Bill, that our Conftitution may hereafter, and by fome Changes 
in the Situation of our Affairs, come to be in Danger from 
Corruption; but, if we were to think of providing againft 
every poffible or diftant Danger that might be fuggefted by 
a gloomy and fertile Imagination, we fho'uld never be a Mo- 
ment at Reft, nor our Conftitution a Twelve-month the fame. 
The noble Lord who fpoke laft has allowed, that the Liber- 
ties of a Country were never loft, but by Degrees ; therefore he 
muft allow, that our Liberties cannot at once be fwallowed 
up by Corrruption. It muft come upon us by Degrees ; and 
of all Dangers to which our Conftitution can be expofed, that 
of Corruption muft make the moft flow and gradual Approaches. 
We have already many Fences againft it, Fences which, in 
our prefent Situation, I think infurmountable ; but, if I fhould 
hereafter find myfelf miftaken, I fhall be as ready as any 
Lord in this Houfe to add new Fences, and to repair the old, 
in as ftrong and effectual a Manner as pofiible. This we 
fhall have lufficient Time to do, becaufe we cannot but per- 
ceive the Approach of fo dangerous an Enemy, by the EfTecl: 
it muft have upon one or other Houfe of Parliament ; for if 
we fhould find the Parliament approving of public Meafures 
that are in themfelves either weak or wicked, we muft then 
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Ann. ijGeo.II.^PP ^ &** Corruption has begun to break through our 
1739. ' former Fences, and then, indeed, it will be Time to think 
of providing fome new Defence. 

The prefent Bill, therefore, can appear neceflary to none 
but thofe who think, that the Parliament has of late ap- 
proved of Come weak or wicked Meafures of Government ; 
and as I am far from thinking fb, I cannot agree to the 
committing or pafling of this Bill, efpecially as I am of 
Opinion, that it Would have a moft fatal Effe& upon the 
Morals of the People. I believe, it will be allowed, that 
there is nothing of more dangerous Confequence to the 
Happincfs of Society, than a general Contempt of Perjury 
among the lower Sort of People ; and we know how ready 
the lower Sort are to follow thofe Examples that are, or 
which they fuppofe to be fet them by thole of fuperior 
Rank. I am far from fuppoiing, that any Gentleman of 
the other Houfe has a fecret Pennon from the Crown, and 
iar lefs (hall I fuppofe, that if any one of them had, he 
would fblemnly declare upon Oath, he had no fuch Thing; 
but, my Lords, it is impoflible for any Gentleman to guard 
absolutely againft the Reproach of malicious Tongues, or Co 
prevent that Reproach being believed by a great many. 
There are now, there will always be fome Gentlemen in 
the other Houfe, reproached with having private Pennons 
from the Crown ; and this Reproach will always be be- 
lieved by many without Doors. If this Bill fhould pafs into 
a Law, every Gentleman fo fulpeded muft fwear, that he 
has no fuch Penfion. Would his Swearing fo remove the 
Reproach? No, my Lords, it would add to it a new Re- 
proach of a much more heinous Nature ; for many without 
Doors would believe, he fwore falfly; and many of the 
meaner Sort, being confirmed in this Belief, would, from 
the Example fuppofed to be fet them by a Gentleman of 
fuch Rank and Figure in his Country, begin to lofe that 
Veneration every Man ought to have for an Oath ; by 
which Means Perjury might at lad become contemptible 
among the Vulgar; and this would of courfe lay open the 
Flood-gates of all other Sorts of Wickedncfs. 

From this Confideration, my Lords, if our Liberties were 
now in Danger from Corruption, if fbme new Remedy were 
neceflary for putting a Stop to that Evil, I mould never- 
thelefs be againft this Bill ; became the Remedy would bring 
on a greater Evil than that which it is intended to cure. 
But as, I think, we are at prefent, whatever may be pre- 
tended, in no more Danger from Penfioners in either Houie 
of Parliament, than we are from the Jews in the dtf of 
Luidoti, 1 think it as unneceflary to provide any new Re- 
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medy agaxnft the former, as it would be to put yellow CapsAjm.13Geo.il, 
upon the latter; and I believe, the noble Lord himfelf does '739- 
not think it neceflkry, or that it would be proper, to put *~ ^ " 
any Mark of Diltin&on upon the Jews that refide in this 
Kingdom : Nay, I believe, he will grant, that the Danger 
apprehended at Rome, which was the Occafion of putting a 
Mark of Diftin&ion upon them there, was rather imaginary 
than real ; and that it wad fuggefled by that felfjfti, narrow, 
periecuting Spirit, which clapt Tails to the Heretics in Spain. 
But why, my Lords, fhould we give fa much Attention 
to this Outcry againft Corruption, ana yet wholly drfregard 
that Outcry againft Refentment, Malice, Envy, DifafFeclion, 
and Sedition, which prevails among another Set of Peopole ? 
For as no Man is willing to fuppofe, that any Difference 
from his Opinion proceeds from Reafbn, the Friends of the 
Adminiftration are as apt to impute the Oppofition to thefe Mo- 
tives, as the Oppofers are apt to impute an Approbation 
of the Government's Meafures to Corruption. For my own 
Part, I am lb charitable as to believe, that both Sides are 
governed by their Reafbn; and therefore, if it fhould be 
thought neceflkry to oblige the Members of the other Houie 
to (wear, they had never given their Vote in Parliament for 
any Reward or Promife whatfoever, I fhould think it necef- 
fary, at the fame Time, to oblige them to fwear, they had 
never given a Vote .in Parliament, out of Refentment, Ma- 
lice, Envy, Difafrection, or Sedition; for, I think the Man, 
who is under the Government of either of thefe, as far 
from being a free Agent, as he that is under the Tnfl^ CTfP 
of Corruption. 

The Earl of Carlijle. 

* My Lords, When one confiders the Nature of this Bill, The Earl of 
it is really amazing to find it meet with any Oppofition inCarlifk. 
this Houie. It is fo far from being an Innovation with re- 
fpe& to our Confutation, that it can fcarcely be faid to be 
a new Law; becaufe the fole Intention of the Bill is, to 
amend and enforce Laws that are already in Being, and 
Laws too which were made to obviate and prevent a Pra- 
ctice that has often been ufed, and that has always been ac- 
knowledged to be of dangerous Confequence to our Confti- 
tution. To pretend that we are not at prefent in any Dan- 
ger from the private Pennons that may be given to Mem- 
bers of the other Houfe, muft appear abfurd to every Man, 
that confiders the Nature of Minifters. t or the Nature of 
Mankind. My Lords, it is a Danger we can never be free 
from, nor can ever fufftciently guard againft, as long as it 
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Ann. 13 Geo.II. k in the Power of a Minifter to give, or of a Member to 
1739. receive. It is abfolutely neceflary for a Minifter to have 
the Confent or Approbation of Parliament in almoft every 
Step of his Conduit ; therefore, from the very Nature of 
Minifters we may fuppofe, that if he cannot obtain fuch 
Confent or Approbation by his Authority, he will endeavour 
■to obtain it by his Power ; and from the Nature of Man- 
kind we mult fuppofe, that among fuch a Number of Men 
as are in the other Houfe, the Minifter will always find 
fome of them ready enough to proftitute their Content or 
Approbation for a confiderable Bribe or annual Penfion. 
Thus we muft always be expofed to this Danger, and we 
are now a great deal more expofed to it than ever we 
were heretofore; becaufe our Miniiters now have infinitely 
more to give, and Cuftcm or Example has, I'm afraid, 
greatly added to the Number of thole that are ready to 
receive. 

This, my Lords, the Gentlemen of the other Houfe are 
fully fenfible of, and therefore they have endeavoured, by 
this Bill, to add to the Strength of thofe Laws, which were 
made for guarding againft a Danger that has greatly en- 
creafed fince the lafl of them was enacted. By this Bill 
there is no Alteration made in our Laws or ConftiturJon : 
There is no Man excluded from having a Seat in the other 
Houfe, but thofe who, while they fit there, are guilty of a 
continued Breach of the Laws of their Country, and would 
certainly be not only expelled but profecuted, if their Crime • 
could be difcovered and proved. By the very Act of Set- 
tlement itfel£ my Lords, it was exprefly enacted, amongft 
other Things, That no Perfon having a Penfion from the 
Crown, fhould ferve as a Member of the Houfe of Com- 
mons; and though this Gaufe was in general repealed, by 
an Act of the 4th and 5 th of Queen Anne, yet it was then 
again thought fo reafonable to exclude Penfionerl from ha- 
ving Seats in the other Houfe, that it was a- new enacted, 
That no Perfon having any Penfion from the Crown dur- 
ing Pleafure, fhould be capable of being a Member of any 
future Houle of Commons ; and by an Act of the firit 
of the late King, this Incapacity was farther extended to all 
Perfons having any Penfion from the Crown, for any Term 
or Number of Ytars, either in their own Names, or in the 
Name of any other Perfon in Truft for them, or for their 
Benefit. Thus your Lordfhips fee, that by the Laws now in 
Being all Perfons who have Penfions from the Crown dur- 
ing Pleafure, or for any Term or Number of Years, are 
rendered incapable of having Seats in the other Houfe* 
and by thefe Laws great Penalties are inflicted upon thofe, 
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who prefumc to break through them. Bat as no Provifion Ann tl3 Geo.ir. 
has been made by either of thefe Laws for difcovering fe- ' 1739. 
cret Offenders,* and as every Man mud be fenfible that fuch ' 
Peniions may be grven privately, the Gentlemen of the 
other Houfe have thought it neceflary, and, I hope, your 
Lordlhips will think it neceflary, to provide the bcft Re- 
medy that can be thought of for this Defect, which is the 
chief, and indeed the fole Intention of this Bill. 

I cannot help, therefore, being aftoniflied at it? being pre- 
tended, that this Bill will occafion any Alteration or Inno- 
vation in our Constitution ; and there is nothing convinces 
me more of the Ncceffity there is for paffing it, than the 
Circumftances of the noble Lords, who, I find, oppofe it. 
To the Honour of the Adminiftration in the firft Year of 
the late King, I mull obferve, that the law pail at that 
Time, for excluding Penlioners from the other Houfe, was 
introduced by a Secretary of State, and approved by mod 
of thofe in the Adminiftration ; and it was prudent and 
right in them to do fb. A Minifter that has no Intention 
to make nfe of Bribery and Corruption, has no Occafion to 
oppofe any Bill that can be thought of for preventing fuch 
infamous and illegal Practices ; and therefore, when I find 
fuch a Bill oppofed by thofe who are the known Friends 
of a Minifter, it will always be a prevailing Argument with 
jne, not only to think that there is a prefent and preffing 
Neceflity for fuch a Bill, but alfo to think that the Bill p 
pofed will be in fome Meafure effectual. Whether the L. 
now before us will be altogether effectual, is what I (hall 
not pretend to determine ; but I am convinced, both from 
the Nature of it, and from the Opposition it meets with, 
that it will have fome Effect. It will at leaft raife the 
Price of Proftitutes, becaufe the more Rifk a Man runs, the 
higher Wages he will of courfe expect; and the higher 
you raife the Price of thofe who are liable to be corrupted, 
the more difficult will every future Miniiter find it to cor- 
rupt; fo that at laft yo»- may render the Practice impoffi- 
ble, notwithftanding the many and great Boons our Mini- 
Iters have now to bellow; and then they muff think of 
gaining the Confent or Approbation of Parliament by their 
Authority in Perfuading, and not by their Power in Cor- 
rupting. 

But fuppofe it were your Lordmips Opinion, that this 
Bill would be altogether ineffectual, can this be a Reafon 
for not committing it ? If the Intention of the Bill, if the 
Principle upon which it is founded, be right, the Imper- 
fection of it is no Reafon agaiiut committing it; becaufe 
in the Oommittee you may alter and amend it, fo as to 
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Ann. 1 3 Geo. II. remove every Imperfe&ion ; therefore, I moft think, that 
f J39^ the noble Lords who oppofe committing it, difapprove of 
the Principle upon which it is founded, and, indeed, moft of 
their Arguments feem to tend that Way. Such a Bill's 
having been rejected by this Houfe in former SeSfions, is 
no ReaSbn for our rejecting it^in this. Some of the beft 
Laws that were ever made, have at rirfl met with the un- 
lucky Fate of being rejected. The Triennial Bill was at 
Jirit rejected by this Houfe, and yet the very next Seflion it 
was approved of and pafled by this Houfe ; and tho 1 it was at 
that Time rejected by the Crown, yet in the next following 
Seflion, it met with the Approbation of the three feveral Branches 
of our Legislature, and was accordingly pafled into a Law. 
That Law, 'tis true, has been fince repealed, bnt neverthe- 
less, it has always been deemed by a great Majority of 
the Nation, to be an excellent Law ; and many of thofe 
who joined in the Repeal of it, I believe, now heartily re- 
pent of their having done 4b. But the very Repeal of that 
Law is a Strong Argument in favour of the Bill now before 
us j for the longer the Term is, for which the Representa- 
tives of :he People are chofen, the greater Security ought 
the People to have, that thofe Representatives Shall not, from 
any felfifh View, betray the Interest of their Country in 
Parliament. 

To pretend, my Lords, that we ought never to think of 
gur.rciir.g agair.il Penfioners in the other Houfe, till we find 
the Majority of that HouSe approving of fome weak or wick- 
ed Meaiiires of Government, is the very Same with Saying, 
that no Man ought to think of repairing his Houfe, till 
ic h^s tumbled down and overwhelmed him in the Ruins. 
Will Penfioners ever acknowledge, that they have agreed to 
any weak or wicked Meafure ? Will a Penfvoner ever agree 
to give up the only Tenure by which he holds his Perujon ? 
And if the Majority of the other Houfe Should once come 
to be penfioned and corrupted, could it be expected, that 
fuch a Houfe of Commons would ever concur in paffing any 
Law againil penfioning and corrupting? lean freely declare 
that, in my Opinion, many Things have of late Years met 
with the Approbation of both Houfes of Parliament, that 
very little ueferved it . I believe there are very few Lords 
in this Houfe, that will now approve of every Thing that 
has, for tliefe twenty Years pad, been approved of by Parli- 
ament ; and therefore, if every Lord makes this the Stand- 
ard for his Opinion of this Bill, I have no great Doubt of 
its meeting with the Fate it deferves. Whether the undeSemd 
Approbation fome late Meafures have met with in Parlia- 
ment, was owing to the Number of Penfioners in the other 
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Houfe, I (hall not pretend to determine : I (hall not even Asm. 13 Geo.tt. 
pretend to affirm, that there are at prefer* any Penfioners *739« 
in that Houfe ; but when we fee Members obtaining very ' l0m ^ m 
great and lucrative Pofb for their Brothers, Sons, or diilant 
Relations, it cannot but occafion a Sufpicion, that they have 
a Fellow-feeling in the Salary or Perquifites ; and this Sufpi- 
cion is a good Reafon for pafling this Bill. But fuppofe there 
were no fuch Sufpicion : Suppofe we were abfolutely certain 
that there are at prefent no Penfioners in the Houfe of 
Commons, there is a Poffibili ty, nay a very great Probaility, 
that there will be fuch, as foon as we have the Misfortune 
to fall under the Government of a Prince, or Adminiftation 
of a Minifter, whofe Projects or Schemes cannot be fup- 
ported by Reafon ; for every one mull fee, that the Laws 
in being are not fufficient for guarding againft die Mifchief. 

By the Laws now in being, my Lords, it is made crimi- 
nal for any Man that accepts of a Penfion to keep his 
Seat in the other Houfe ; but thofe Laws have provided no 
Method for diicovering and proving that Crime j and as a 
Penfion may be given, as infamous Penfions are generally 
given, without allowing any Perfon to be privy to it but 
the Corrupter and the Corrupted, if you have a Mind to 
prevent the Practice as far as lies in your Power, you muft 
put it to the Oath of one of the Parties, which is the De- - 
fign of this Bill. I (hall not fay, that Method will be in 
every Cafe effectual : I fhall admit, that fome Penfioners may 
be abandoned enough to add Perjury to their Treachery,' and 
to declare upon Oath, they have no Penfion, in that very 
Aftembly where they earn their infamous Wages, and perhaps 
in the very Face of him, who pays them. Bat what ia 
prepofed by this Bill is, my Lords, the utmoft you can 
do: It will be a Sort of Teft-A& upon Penfioners; and 
furcly thofe who are fb follidtous about keeping the Diffenters in 
fubje&ion to a Teft-Afi, cannot refine to iubjedt thofe who are 
fufpe&ed of being Penfioners, to the. fame Method of Purgation. 

The Teft-Aft againft Diffenters, my Lords, was never 
yet thought fufficient for preventing Occafional Conformity ; 
and yet, no true Lover of the Church ever thought it ought, 
for that Reafon, to be repealed. The Teft defigned by 
this Bill againft Penfioners, may not, perhaps, be fufficient 
for keeping all of them out of the Houfe of Commons ; 
yet, no true Lover of our Conftitution can, for that finglc 
Reafon, think, it ought not to be impofed. It will have 
fome Effect : I believe it will have a very great Effect ; be- 
caufe of the Danger a Man muft, in this Cafe, run, by 
taking a falfe Oath. The Revenue of a Gentleman, who is 
no Trader or Gamefter, is generally pretty well known 5 and 
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Ann- 13 Gto.II. his yearly Expence may be pretty nearly guefled at by bit 
s 739« Neighbours and Servants. This upon a ilrift Enquiry, will 
always afford a flrong Prefuniption againft him ; and, as the 
Perfon that pays him his Penfion, may afterwards turn Evi- 
dence againft him, he can never be abfolutely fecure againft 
a Convidtion, which will, 1 believe, terrify moil Men from 
being guilty of the Crime. 

I find iome Lords are, upon this OccrTion, extremely ap- 
prehenfive of corrupting die Morals of the People, by a Mul- 
tiplicity of new Oaths : I with the fame Apprehensions had 
prevailed, when fuch an infinite Number of Oaths were con- 
trived, for collecting our Cultoms and Excifes. Moft of thofe 
Oaths are to be taken by Multitudes of People, and in Cafes 
where there arc great Temptations for Perjury : The Oath 
now proposed, is to be taken by none but Members of the 
other Houfe, and the Temptations to Perjury can never be 
great or frequent, but when our Conilitution is in the ut- 
moit Danger. It is therefore fbmething ftrange, that we 
ihould be lb little apprehenfive of corrupting the Morals of 
the People by a Multiplicity of Oaths, when we are contriv- 
ing Methods for preferring the Revenue of our Sovereign, 
and fo very apprehenfive of the like Effect, when we are 
contriving Methods for preferring the Conilitution and 
Liberties of our Country. A Foreigner, upon confidering this 
Behaviour, would be apt to judge, we had very little Con- 
cern about the latter, provided we could but enjoy a Share 
of the former ; and, if we mould reject this Bill, without 
much better Reafbns than I have yet heard againft it, I fear, 
moft of our own People will join in forming fo falfe an Opi- 
nion of this honourable and auguft Auembly. 

Your Lordfhips mull be all fenfible, how prevalent the Jea- 
loufy is at prefent, of there being a great Number of Penfi- 
oners in Parliament : The Gentlemen of the other Houie have 
endeavoured to allay that Jealoufy, and to vindicate the Ho- 
nour of their AfTembly, by fending us up this Bill. If it 
lhould be thrown out here, what will the Nation think ? Will 
it not be generally fuppofed, that it is in this Houie where 
the Number of Penfioners prevails, and that here the Pen- 
sions have their moll infallible Ef&& ? Or, perhaps it wiD be 
fuppofed, that there are Penfioners in the other Houie as well 
as in this, but that the Penfioners in the other, for the Sake 
of recommending themfelves to their Conftituents, had Leave 
from their Matters to agree to this Bill, becaufe thofe Mailers 
knew, they could depend opon the Number and Submiffian 
of their Penfioners in this, for throwing it out I am very 
fenfible, my Lords, there is no real Ground for either of thcle 
Suppofitions $ but thofe without Doors, who do not know the 
Reafons upon which your Lordfhips proceed, when they find 
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a Bill rejected which make no Alteration in our Con/Htution, Ann. 13 Geo. TL 
which does not fb much as make an Alteration in any for- '739- 
mer Law, which contains nothing but an Enforcement of the ~ 

Laws in being againft Peniioners ; fuch Perfons, I fay, rnay 
think, they have Reaibn to make one or other of the Sup- 
positions $ and (hould not we be extremly cautious of giving 
the leait Shadow of Reafon for judging fo unworthily of our 
Affembly ? 

I do not. know, but that feme of your Lordfhips may be 
of Opinion, that the Laws now in being, for excluding Pen- 
fioners from the other Houfe, are inconvenient, and therefore 
wifh they were repealed : If they are fo, let them be repeat- 
ed ; for we ought not to fit here, and fuffer any Laws to re- 
main in Force, that are inconvenient to the Society. But, 
if they are .not inconvenient : If they are neceflary for guard- 
ing our Conllitution againft Corruption the moll dangerous, 
becaufe it is the moft fecret Enemy to a free State, they ought 
to be enforced, they ought to be rendered effectual, by all 
the Methods that can by the Wit of Man be invented, or 
by human Power exercifed In Cafes of fuch a fecret Na- 
ture we muft, we ought to call the divine Power to our AFrft- 
ance, by interpofing the religious Solemnity of an Oath. By 
interponng an Oath, my Lords, in Matters of great Confe- 
quence, and which cannot frequendy occur, we fhall never 
render the Solemnity familiar and contemptible ; and where 
is there a Matter of greater Confequence, on this Side the 
Grave, than the Prefervationof the Constitution of our Go» 
vernment, and Liberties of our Country ? It is by interpofing 
an Oath in trivial Matters, in fuch as frequendy occur and 
chiefly affect the meaner Sort, that we render the Solemnity 
familiar and contemptible to the Vulgar, and I wifh the In- 
vention of fome of thofe who are fuppofed to be no Friends 
to this Bill, had, in this Refpect, been lefs fruitful 

My Lords, as the Laws now in being, for excluding Per- 
fumers from the other Houfe, muft, <to every Man that con- 
fiders them, appear to be altogether ineffectual, if this Bill be 
rejected, I fhall, even in my Time, if I live but a very few 
Years, expect to fee the other Houfe full of Peniioners. I 
fhall expect to fee a Minifter in that Houfe, out of a Want* 

cnefe of Power, by his fble - No— -throw out a 

Bill of the utmoft Importance, without deigning to give his 
Slaves fo much as one Reafon for what he obliges them to 
do. This, indeed, if it fhould ever happen, I fhall look upon 
as a Sign of his Power, but not of his Prudence ; and, I may 
prophefy, that if ever a Minifter fhould get fuch a Power 
over the other Houfe, his Power in this will be as abfolute, 
and equally infblent.* 

The 
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Ann. ijGeo. tU 
1739-- 
*-* ~V~~ m,J The Earl of CbokmJefy 

The Earl of ' My Lords, I fhall always be as ready as any Lord id this 
CbUmondely, Houfe, to enforce die Laws now in being; for excluding Pen- 
sioners from having Seats in the Houfe of Commons : I fhall 
readily concur in any Method that may be propofed for that 
Purpofe, provided it be fuch a one as 1 think confident with 
our Conftitution ; but when the Method propofed, evidently 
tends to the Overthrow of that Conftitution, which we all (hew, 
and I hope fincerely, 4b warm a Zeal for preferving, I hope I 
fhall always have Virtue and Reiblution enoogh, to give it 
my Negative, let the Confequence be what it will. If the 
Laws now in Force, for terrifying a Penfioner from keeping 
his Seat in the other Houfe, are not fumcient, I hope fane Me- 
thod will be found out, for rendering them lb, without giv- 
ing fuch a Power to the other Houfe, as muft foon overturn 
our Conftitution, which, I think, would be the certain Efteft 
of the Bill now before ns ; for it would fhew very great Im- 
prudence, as well as great Ignorance of our Conftitution, if 
we fhould expofe ounelves to a new Danger, for the Sake 
of avoiding a Danger of a different Nature, which we are 
already pretty well, if not efre&ually, guarded againft. 

By the Law of the 4th and 5th of Queen Ame 9 my Lords, 
mentioned by the noble Lord who fpoke laft, it is enacted, 
That if any Perfbn having a Penfion from the Crown during 
Pleafure, fhall fit or vote m the other Houfe, he mall forfeit 
500 /« to fuch as fhall fue for the fame. And by the Aft 
of the 1 ft of his late Majefty, likewife mentioned by the 
fame noble Lord, it is ena&ed, That if any Perfon having 
a Penfion from the Crown, for any Term or Number of 
Years, either in his own Name, or in the Name of any o- 
ther Perfon in Trnft for htm, or for his Benefit, {hall pns- 
fume to fit or vote in the other Houfe, he fhall, in fuch Cafe, 
forfeit 20 /. for every Day in which he fhall fb fit or vote 
there, to him who fhall fue for the fame. 

Thefe Penalties are fo high, that in my Opinion, my Lords, 
no Gentleman of Fortune will run the Rifle of incurring 
them, for the Sake of any Penfion the Crown can beftow ; 
and we know, that none but Gentlemen of Fortune can be 
chofen Members of the other Houfe. For this Reaibn,nou 
withftanding the Sufpicions that prevail, and are moft in 
dailrioiifly propagated, without Doors, I cannot think, that 
there are at prefent any Penfioners in the other Houfe ; 
and, indeed, from the very Nature of Things, I am con- 
vinced of it. No Prince, no Minifter, will ever give a Pen- 
fion, 
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Bon, for the Sake of engaging a Man's Vote in Parliament, Ann. itO«o.H* 
unlefs there be an abfoTute Neceffity for Co doing; and *739« 
whilft a Prince, or Minifter, defires nothing of Parliament, * 
but what is reasonable, and agreeable to the public Intereft, 
there can be no fuch Neceffity ; for however much feme 
Men may be actuated by Malice or Difafie&iors as long as 
the Adminiftration purfues no Meafures, but fuch as am 
necefiary for fecuring the Happinefs of their Country, I hope 
they will always find a Majority in both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, ready to approve of fuch Meafures, without any Pen* 
non or Reward. This has, in my Opinion, been the Cafe* 
I (hall venture to fay, ever fince the Acceffion of our pre- 
sent Royal Family ; our Minifters may, perhaps, have thought 
of fome Meafures that were difagreeable ; but as foon as they 
found they were fo, they have always given them up : And 
fome Things have, perhaps, afterwards appeared not to have 
been fo right; but at the Time they wererefblved on, they 
appeared ptherwife ; and our Parliaments will, I hope, be 
always ready to forgive human Frailty, in all Cafes where 
no Negieft or Overfight can be imputed to the Authors or 
Aftors. 

This, my Lords, is my Opinion of our late Conduit, and 
therefore I cannot fuppofe, tjiat there are at prefent any 
Penfioners in the other Houfe, or any Penfioner in the 
Nation, but fuch as are entitled to it out of Charity, or 
fuch as have merited it by their paft Services to the Public. 
I fhall admit, that a prudent Man will take Care to repair 
his Houfe before it tumbles about his Ears ; but a prudent 
Man will not put himfelf to the Trouble and Expence of repair- 
ing his Houfe, when no Flaw or Defed appears in any Part 
of it ; and if it fhould ever appear from Experience, that 
our Laws for excluding Penfioners from the other Houfe, are > 
in any Refpeft deficient, I hope thofe who have a Regard for 
the Liberties of their Country will take the Alarm,Time enough 
to get that Defect remedied, before the moil artful Minifter 
can fecure foch an abandoned Majority of Penfioners in the 
other Houfe, as to render the Cure impoffible ; for it is an 
old Maxim, Nemo repent* fit turpiffimus, and this Maxim 
may be apply'd to an Aflembly, with as much, if not more 
Juftice, than to any fingle Man. 

But fuppofe, my Lords, I were convinced, that thefe Laws 
had by late Experience been found deficient, I fhould never- 
theless be againit the Method propofed by this Bill for re- 
moving that Defeft; becaufe, I think the Remedy more 
dangerous than the Difeafe. Our Conftitution, my Lords, 
and the Happinefs of it, cotififis in an equal Mixture of 
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Amu 13 Geo. IL three principal forms of Government ; and therefore, no new 
'7 39* t Regulation ought to be made, that vifibly tends to defboy 
that Equality, or that Ballance, upon which our Confutation 
depends. We have as much Reafon to avoid every Thing 
that may tend to the introducing of a Republican Form of 
Government, which generally ends in an abfolute Tyranny, 
as we have to avoid thofe Things that may tend to the 
introducing of an abfolute Monarchy. In all fuck Cafes, 
we fhould confider, that we are fleering between Scylla and 
Charibdis ; and that by too cautioufly avoiding the one, we 
may make a Wreck of our Conftitution upon the other. 
For this Reafon, we ought of all Things to be cautious of 
veiling any new and diflindt Powers in the other Houfe ; 
and as this Bill veils in them a new Power, which they are 
to exercife feparately and diftinftly by themfelves, and with* 
out the Concurrence of either of the other two Branches of 
our Legislature, I think it would expofe us to the Danger 
of falling under a Republican Form of Government, and 
eonfequently, an abfolute Tyranny, a great deal more than we 
are at preterit expofed to the Danger of Ming under an ab- 
folute Monarchy. 

I know, my Lords, that great Endeavours have of late 
been ufed, to perfuade the People, that there is a great 
Number of Penfioners in the other Houfe, and as thofe of 
an inferior Rank are naturally fufpicious, as well as envious 
of their Superiors, thefe Endeavours have, I believe, (be- 
ceeded with a great many, fo as to make them fond of this 
Bill. As their Penetration is not generally very extenfive, 
they do not fee the fatal Confluences it is attended with; 
and, therefore, they fuppofe, that none but thofe who pay 
or receive Penfions, can be againfl it. I am, therefore, fen- 
fible, I undertake a very unpopular Tafk, when I oppofe 
this Bill j but I difdain aflavifh Popularity, as much I fhould 
difdain a flavifh Submiffion to the Pleafure of any Prince or 
Minifler. The Favour of the People may, I know, be ac- 
quired by humouring the Prejudices, as well as the Prince by 
his Paffions ; but this Sort of Favour is, in neither Cafe, of 
any long Duration. The People by their Prejudices, as well 
as the Prince by his Paffions, generally foon lead themfelves 
into fome Misfortune; and as foon as this happens, thePa- 
rafite, in both Cafes, becomes hateful and contemptible. 

For this Reafon, my Lords, we ought in no Cafe that 
comes before us, to give ourfelves any Concern about what 
the People may think without Doors. We ought to con- 
fider only the Circumflances of the Cafe, as they appear 
to us; and when we do this deliberately, and rcfblve ac- 
cordingly, the People without Doors, as foon as they hare 
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had Time to hear and coniider our Reafons, will generally Anm * 3 £ co ' IU 
approve of our Jtefolutions ; and will then begin to hate 
and defpife thofe, who endeavoured to prepoflefs them with 
a bad Opinion of either Houfe of Parliament." 



The Duke of ArgyU. 

* My Lords, we are now upon a Bill for putting an End The Duke of 
to, or at leaft preventing one Sort of Corruption in the«*£jfc- 
other Houfe ; and from the Oppofition the Bill meets with 
here, and the imaginary Dangers that are fuggelted for fup- 
porting, or rather exculing that Oppofition, thofe who are 
not perfbnally acquainted with the noble Lords, who have 
fpoke upon that Side of the Queftion, would, I think, be 
apt to iuppofe their Opinion to be, either that Corruption 
is now become a neceflary Evil, without which th4 Forms 
of our Government could not be preferved, or that it is an 
Evil of very little Confequence, and not at all inconfiltent 
with the Subftance of a free Government. Corruption, my 
Lords, has always hitherto been allowed to be vile, to be 
dangerous* I have, for my own Part, difcouraged it in all 
Stations: I mail always difdain the Obedience, or the pa- 
rafitical Sort of Aflent that is to be gained only by Cor- 
ruption ; and I have always been ibrry, when I obferved 
it was not equally difcouraged by others ; for if it were no 
Way encouraged by thoie in high Stations, it would never 
be poffible for the Mode in any Country to cover that In- 
famy, which naturally attends the Corrupted; nor would 
the Quality of the Offender ever atone for the wretched 
Mtannefs of the Offence. 

I need not trouble your Lordihips with explaining what 
is, in this Country, meant by a legal Adminiilration : 
Every one knows what it is; and every one knows, that 
it may be eafily fupported without Corruption. Minifters, 
my Lords, (for according to our Conflitution, we ought al- 
ways to have a great many of them) that have nothing in 
View, but the public Happinefs, and who have Wiidom 
and Difcernment enough to purfue that iteadily, may de- 
fpife the Affiltance or Approbation of thofe, who affift or 
approve, only becaufe they are paid for fo doing. Such an 
Adminiliration will always have the Majority of the Nation 
of its Side, and confequendy may, without any corrupt 
Means, have always a Majority in Parliament. Therefore, 
a legal and a wife Adminiliration can never Hand in Need 
of Corruption, for the Exercife of any of its-Fun&ions ; but 
an itfegal one, an Adminiftration confilling of one fole and 
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Ann. 13 Ceo.II. arrogant Minifter, who will admit of no Partner or AM- 
1739. ant, but fuch as implicitly fubmit to his Direction, can ne- 
ver be fupportcd without Corruption : It is againft Law, and 
againft Law it mull be fupportcd. Under fuch an Admi- 
niftration, indeed, the Forms of our Government cannot be 
preferved, without evading or violating our Laws againft 
corrupt Practices ; but under fuch an Adminiftration, while 
it kits, the Subftance of our Conflitution mnft be fufpend- 
ed, and we had better be without the Forms ; for preferring 
the Forms of a free Government will only ferve to lull 
and keep the People afleep, till their Chains are rivetted, 
and till one fole Minifter has fo firmly eftabliftied his Power, 
tliat it may be eafily tranfmitted to f or taken up by an- 
other. Many of our Princes, and their fole Minifters, have 
in vain endeavoured to eftablifh an arbitrary Government, 
without the Afliftance or Shew of a Parliament: They have 
endeavoured' to do it by open Force, and by open Force 
they have been all difappointed, and the Minifters often 
hanged; but by the flow and filcnt Approaches of Cor- 
ruption, especially now the Crown has got fuch a Variety 
of Means m its Power, an arbitrary Government, mote de» 
ftru&ive and more expensive than the other, may be efla- 
blifhed by the Authority, and fupported by the Shadow of 
a Parliament ; for if a Prince, or his fole Minifter, fhould 
ever have it in his Power to have always a corrupt Majo- 
rity in each Houie of Parliament, a Brittjh Parliament will 
be no more than a Turkijb Divan. 

Corruption is therefore, my Lords, of all Dangers, the 
greateft our Conflitution can be expofed to, and the moft 
to be apprehended. Its Approach is imperceptible, but its 
Blow, if not prevented, is fatal ; and you cannot prevent 
its Blow, unlcfs you prevent its Approach. The Iaws now 
in being for excluding Penfioners from having Seats in the 
other Houfe, were dciigncd as a Safe-guard againft Corrup- 
tion's entering, in one Shape at leaft, within the Walls of 
that Houfe ; and when we are confidering, whether thofc 
Laws ought to be enforced, we have no Occaiion for examin- 
ing into late Meafures, or for fuppofing that any late Pra- 
ctices have been made ufe of for corrupting the Members 
of either Houfe. We have now as much Reafon to guard 
againft the Approach of Corruption, as we had when thofe 
Laws were made ; therefore, we are now to confider only 
the Laws thcmfelves, and if they appear infufficient, they 
ought to be amended, whether any corrupt Practices have 
lately been made ufe of or not. That thefe Laws are in- 
fufficient for the End intended, muft, I think, plainly ap- 
pear to eveiy one that perufes them. There are Penalties, 
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H ris true, infliaed upon Penfioners that ihall prefume to fit Ann. i 3 Oeo. n.- 
or vote in the other HouTe ; but it is evident that thofe Pc- ( 221^L 
nalties can never be recovered, becaufe the Fa& can never 
be proved. A Peniion or a Bribe may be given in fuch a 
Manner, that even he who gives it, Can be no dired Wit- 
ness againft the Receiver ; and it is always given in fuch a 
fecret Manner, that the Criminal may have good Reafbn 
to think, his Crime can never be difcovered. For this Rea- 
ibn, no Penalty you can inflift, will ever have a great 
Effect ; and this makes it neceflary, in Cafes of Sufpicion, 
to require an Oath from the Party fufpedted. 

I (hall not fay, my Lords, that the Oath required by 
this Bill will have all the Efeft that could be wifhed. 
There may be fome fo abandoned, as to defpife the reli- 
gious Ceremony of an Oath ; but it will have an Effeft 
upon a great many; and even the moil abandoned will be * 
fliy of denying their having a Penfion upon Oath, in the 
very Face, perhaps, of the Man who pavs them their Pen- 
fion. Nay, even Prudence itfelf will make Men fhy of be • 
ing guilty of Perjury, left the Concealment of their Ciime 
would afterwards be imputed to them as a Favour, and 
made ufe of as a Handle for obliging them to do as much 
dirty Work afterwards without a Peniion, as they had done 
before for the Sake of a Penfion. It is an old and a true 
Proverb, that when I truft a Man with my Secret, I make 
him my Mailer : An avaritious, or an extravagant, necef- 
fitous Man, may accept of iniquitous Wages from a Mini- 
fter, and yet he would not, perhaps, chufe to be fuch an 
abfolute Slave to that Minifter, as he muft be, fhould he 
put it in his Power to convid him of Perjury. Therefore, 
the Oath prefcribed by this Bill, will certainly have a very 
great Effea ; and as the laws propofed to be enforced by 
this Bill, evidently appear to be inefficient, this Method of 
enforcing ,them ought to be chofen, at leaft till a more ef- 
fectual one can be thought on. 

What the noble Lords mean by prefent Danger, when 
they (ay we are in no prefent Danger from Corruption, I 
cannot comprehend. My Lords, it is an Evil we always 
have been, and always muft be in Danger of. It has of- 
ten been pra&ifed, it always will be pra&ifed, as often as 
Ambition in a Prince, or Wickcdnefs or Weaknefc in a 
Minifter, renders it neceflary for him to have Recourfe to 
fuch an infamous Practice. We may fometimes be (aid to 
be in no prefent Danger of an Invafion, yet would he not 
be lookM on as a Madman, who fhould make that an Ar- 
gument for not repairing our Navy, efpecially if, upon En- 
quiry, it fhould appear to be unfit for Service ? 
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Ann. 12 Gco.II. Without finding Fault with any late Meafures, without ae> 
1 739- cufing any one in the Adminift ration, I will affirm, my 

' Lords, that we are now in greater Danger from Corruption, 
than we were either in the 4th and 5 th of Queen Ante, or 
in the firil of his late Majeily's Reign ; for the more Power 
the Miniflers of the Crown have to corrupt, whether they 
make ufe of that Power or no, the more Danger we arc 
in from Corruption ; and every one knows, that the Mi- 
niflers of the Crown have now a much greater Power to 
corrupt, than they had at either of thofe Periods. This 
fhould make us refolve in Time, to take all the Methods 
. that can be thought of for guarding againll the Ufe of that 
Power ; for it is already fo great, that if we fhould have the 
Misfortune to fall under a Prince or Adminiilration that 
will make ufe of it, I fear, it would then be impoffible 
for us to guard againfl it. On the contrary, if the Means 
of Corruption now in the Power of the Crown, fhould 
be thought infufficient for fecuring a perpetual, corrupt In- 
fluence over both Houfes of Parliament, fuch an Adminiilra- 
tion would take hold of every Grievance, every War, every 
Misfortune, the Nation could be expofed to, for encreaiing 
thofe Means, in order to render the Effect infallible ; and 
unlefs a mofl extraordinary Spirit of Virtue, as well as Jealoufy, 
fhould begin to exert itfclf, I'm afraid, it would be im- 
poffible, as the Laws Hands at prefent, to prevent their Suo 
cefs by any legal or peaceable Method. For this Reafon, 
my Lords, I look upon the prefent Queflion to be a Sort 
of Tryal of Skill, the Fate of which is to determine, whether 
or no our Conflitution is hereafter to be deftroyed by Cor- 
ruption, and the People reduced to the fatal Neceffity of 
endeavouring to reftore it by the Sword. If this fhould ever 
come to be the unlucky Fate of this Nation, thofe who new 
oppofe our making ufe of legal Means for preferving our 
Conflitution, whilJl it is yet in our Power, will have no 
great Reafon to rejoice in their pail Conduct. 

Let us confider, my Lords, the vail Sums of Money that 
are now at the Difpofal, or under the Direction of the Crown 1 
the infinite Number of lucrative Pofts, Places, and Employ- 
ments, mod of them unknown to our Anceftors, now de- 
pending upon the fole and arbitrary Pleafure of the Crown ; 
and the great Variety of penal laws, by one or other of 
which the molt Innocent may be made to fuffer, the mofl 
Cautious may be entrapped, and from which the mofl Guilty 
may be fcreened, by Virtue of that difpenfing or mitigating 
Power, which, with refpeel to many of them, is now lodged 
in the Officers of the Crown : Let us, I fey, my Lonis, 
confider thefe Things, and we mufl acknowledge, that the 
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prefcnt Danger we are in, of having our Parliament converted ^ Gco ^ 
into a Turkijh Divan, is far from being imaginary ; and when 1739. 
we are under fuch well grounded Apprehenfions fhall we rack 
our Invention for vifionary Dangers, in order to excufe our 
agreeing to any . Method for guarding againil a Danger fb 
real, and which may, upon the firfl Change of Minilfers or 
Meafures, become inevitable and irrefiftible ? 

I mult confefs, my Lords, I do not know what the noble 
Lord means, when he fays, the Balance of our Conflitution 
will be deftroyed by Means of that feperate and diftin& new 
Power which, by this Bill, is lodged in the other Houfe. 
I do not know of any Power that is by this Bill to be lodged 
in the other Houfe, but the Power of turning a Man out, 
that ought not, that cannot, by the Laws now in Being, 
fit or vote there ; and this is a feperate and diftinfl Power 
which that Houfe now enjoys, and which has been always 
allowed. This Bill can, therefore, make no Alteration in 
what the noble Lord calls the Balance of our Conflitution : 
but if by this Bill, or feme fuch Bill, we do not prevent 
corrupt and mercenary Slaves from entering into that Houfe, 
I can fbrefee where the Balance of our Conllitution will 
foon come to be: It will foon come to be lodged in the 
Pocket of the Prime Minifler for the Time being ; and if 
our Liberties and Privileges depend upon that Balance, they 
will then be lodged in the fame Place, which, in my Opi- 
nion, is the worlt Repofitory they can be lodged in. 

I therefore hope your Lordfhips will, by paffing this Bill, 
take Care that no Prime Minifler fhall ever be able to get 
the Balance of our Conflitution into his Pocket ; but I muft 
here obferve, that what is called the Balance, and, indeed, 
the Security of our Conflitution, confifts not in the Power 
which any of the three Branches of our Legiflature has over 
itfelf, or any pf its own Members, but in no one of them 
having a Power over either of the other two. As the three 
Branches of our Legiflature are diflindt, they ought to be in- 
dependent; at leafl they ought to have no Dependency* but 
what proceeds from the public Good, and the mutual Hap- 
pinefs of the three ; for if any one of them fhould ever, by 
Force or Corruption, get the abfolute Direction or Command 
of the other two, our Conflitution will then be undone, tho* 
the Forms of it might, perhaps, be preferved, in order to 
deceive the Vulgar and Ignorant. This is the Misfortune in- 
tended to be guarded againfl by this Bill ; and it is not of 
late Years only, that this good Intention has been fet on Foot. 
In the End of the late Queen's Reign, there was jufl fuch 
another Bill brought into this Houfe, which at that Time 
met with fe good a Reception here, that it was thrown 
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Amu i% 6co. II. ou t but by one Vote ; and its meeting with that Fate was ooca* 
'7 39« a fioned by the Fault of one noble Lord, who, at the Time* 
~^~ the Queftion was put, happened to be in the Court of Re- 
quefts, buying a Penknife, with two Proxies in his Pocket. 

I fhall acknowledge, my Lords, that I do not think the 
Bill now before us to perfect as it ought to be ; but all its 
Defecls may, I think, be eanly remedied by proper Cades 
and Amendments in the Committee j and if your Lordfhips 
go into a Committee upon it, I (hall contribute the little I 
can towards making it a perfect Bill : I (hall probably offer 
fome Claufes, and particularly I think, it will be neceflary 
to add one for puniming the Corrupter as well as the Cor- 
rupted. It is criminal to receive, but much more crimi- 
nal to give a Bribe, and therefore the latter ought to be more 
feverely punifhed : The very Attempt ought to be feverery 
punifhed ; and this, perhaps, would be as effectual a Method as 
any, to prevent the committxne of the Crime ; for if 
it were made penal to offer, dirccHy or indirecUy, to 
give or receive a Bribe, or corrupt Pennon, the P r a c ti ce 
would become extremely dangerous, becaufe he that offers 
cannot be beforehand allured, that the other will not, inftead 
of accepting, become an Evidence againft him. In fhort, my 
Lords, if the Commons were ferious, when they paffed and 
fent us up this Bill, we ought to affift them as much as we 
can in purging their Affembly, or at lealt, in keeping it clean, 
from all Corruption. Whether they were ferious or not, is, 
indeed, what I fhall not determine ; for I muft confefs, I have 
fome Sufpicions, when I confider, that this Bill was pafied 
unanimoufly in that very Affembry, which fbon after difa- 
greed to a Motion for bringing in a Bill to exclude Place- 
men from having Seats in their Houfe. There is fuch an 
Affinity between a Penfjon and a Sine-Cure-Place with a 
good Salary, depending upon the Ffeafure of the Crown, that 
I am not quick-fighted enough to dHbern the Difference ; and 
therefore, I cannot fee the Reafon, why any Member of die 
other Houfe that was ferioufly refolved to exclude Penfioners 
from that Affembly, fhoeld difagree to the bringing in a Bui 
for excluding at leaft fome Sorts [of Placemen. But, my Lords, 
if the other Houfe, or any Part of it, was not ferious when 
they pafied this Bill, I think, we fhould make them fo, by 
fending it back with fuch Additions and Amendments, as 
they can find no Shadow of Reafon for difagreeing to. By 
this Means, we may get a Bill pafied into a Law, which 
will be of infinite . Service for fecuring our Conftitution, and 
which we could not, perhaps, have got their Concurrence in, 
if the Bill had been firft modelled and brought in here. 

The 
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Ann. 13 Ceo. II, 
The Bifhop of Salisbury. *— ~l~ , 

« My Lords, as this Bill, or a Bill of the like Nature and T he Bifhop of 
Tendency with this, has been often before us, and as often s *l*A» T & 
rejected, as it has been brought into this Houfe, I have fi> 
vend Times had an Opportunity to give my Sentiments up- 
on it. I have always given my Vote againft it, and have 
before given my Reafons for fo doing. My Opinion is ftifl 
the fame, becaufe my Reafons have never, I think, been an* 
fwered; nor has the leaft Care been taken in the forming 
of this Bill 7 or in its Progrefs through the other Houfe, to 
obviate any of thofe Objections that have formerly been made 
againft Bills of the fame Nature ; thererefore I am convinced, 
that every Lord in this Houfe remains fixed in his former 
Opinion ; and from thence one may judge of the Fate this 
Bill may probably meet with here. 

I could declaim againft Corruption, and the Dangers wa 
are expofed to from that Quarter, tho* not with fo much E- 
loquence, vet I hope with as much Zeal and Sincerity as 
any Lord m this Houfe ; but Corruption, my Lords, is not, 
nor ought it, I think, upon this Occafion, to be the Subject 
of our Difcourfe. It is, I know, a popular Topick : It is a 
Crime which thofe without Doors are always ready, without 
the leaft Shadow of Reafon, to lay to the Charge of thofe 
within ; and therefore thofe without, who are by far the mod 
numerous, are always delighted, when they hear it inveigh- 
ed againft, without confidering whether it be properly brought 
into the Debate. The Bill now before us has, 'tis true, the 
Refemblance of being a Bill againft Corruption ; but under 
the fpecious Pretence is concealed a moft dangerous Attempt, 
to cftablifh in the other Houfe a diftincl Power, which may 
render them altogether independent of, and consequently fu- 
perior to t^e other two Branches of our Legiflature. Upon 
fttch Occaiions, my Lords, we ought to confider, that all Ufur- 
pations have been founded upon the npft fpecious and plaufible 
Pretences; and I (hall readily grant, that the other Houfe 
could not have thought of a more fpecious or plaufible Pre- 
tence for acquiring to themfelves a new and dangerous Power, 
than that of preventing Corruption ; but I hope your Lord- 
fhips will fee through the Difguife, and prevent our Con- 
ftitution's being caught in the Snare. 

If the other Houfe were by this Bill, to acquire no new 
Powers, the principal Objection I have formerly made againft 
foch Bills as this would, indeed, be removed ; but, my Lords, 
it is evident, mat they are, even by this Bill, to acquire a new 
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Ann. 1 3 Geo. ii. an ^ a diflinft Power. The Members of that Houfc are all to declare 
1739. ' and give an Account of every Gratuity, Reward, or Prefent, they 
receive from the Crown. Is there no Ufe to be made of this 
Declaration ? If it mould be turned to no Ufe, why mould it 
be made ? Why fliould the Neceffity of making it be im- 
pofed upon any Man in the Kingdom ? If an Ufe is to be 
made of it, by whom is that Ufe to be made ? Why, by 
the other Houfe, in a diftincl and fcparate Capacity, aid 
without the Concurrence of either of the other two Branches of 
the Legiflature. Nay, they are to become fuperior to the 
chief Branch of our Legiflature, to the Crown itfelf ; for they 
are to judge pf the Adions of the Crown, and may deter- 
mine that a well merited Reward given by the Crown 
for the molt eminent public Services, was a corrupt Reward 
given for a Gentleman's corrupt Behaviour in their Aflexn- 
bly. Is not this, my Lords, a new and a mod dangerous 
.Power? It is, in my Opinion, a Power abfolutely incon- 
fiftent with our Conjlitution ; for if the other Houfe fhould 
once render thcmfclves fuperior to the Crown, they would 
of courfe become fuperior to this Houfe likewife, and would 
(bon engrofs,. as they have done before, the whole Power of 
our Government. They would either vote this Houfe ufelefs, 
as they have once done already, or they would render it 
infignihcant, by making it entirely ful^rvient to them. 

Thus, I think, it is apparent, thar our happy Conilitu- 
tion would be brought into greater Danger by this Bill's be- 
ing palled into a Law, than it is in at prefent, or can 
ever well be, from Corruption, But, my Lords, how dees 
this Bill guard againft Corruption? In my Opinion, not in 
the leaft. The Members are to declare upon Oath every 
Gratuity or Reward they receive. If thaf Gratuity or Re- 
ward fhould be paid and received from a corrupt Motive, 
will this ever compel a Difcovery ? Can we fuppofe, that a 
Wretch fo abandoned as to betray and fell his Country for 
a fmall Reward, will ever have any Regard to an Oath; 
especially in Cafes whefe it is allowed, there is no Proba- 
bility of convi&ing him of Perjury ? We may as wdl, I 
think, make a Law for obliging a fufpe&ed Man to fwear, 
that he has never robb'd upon the Highway. I hope, I 
mall be allowed to fhew fome Regard for Religion, by re- 
futing to proflitute the facred Solemnity of an Oath, in 
Cafes where it is almoft certain, a Man will rather perjure 
himfelf than confefs his Guilt. The Laws of this Kingdom 
have always been extremely cautious of fubjec"ling a Man to 
an Oath, in any Cafe where his Intereft may be concerned. 
By the Common I*iw it is never done : Even in Equity, 
J-'nuds omy are dikoverable by the. Oath of the Party; 
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for if a Man be in any Danger of iubje&ing himfelf to a Ann. 13 Ceo. II. 
Penalty, he is not obliged to anfwer; and even as to Frauds, ( ^739^ 
We feldom find any Difcovery made, except in Cafes where 
the Defendant is fufpicious of the Plaintiff's having fome 
latent Proofs againft him. In this Cafe, therefore, as in 
all others of the like Nature, an Oath will be no Check 
upon wicked Men, who are ready to fell their Country for 
a Bribe or corrupt Reward ; and it may be a Trap for the 
Honeft and Virtuous, who have ferved their Country faith- 
fully and etfedually, and have mod juftly received from the 
Crown, a fmall Reward for their Service. 

But fuppofe, my Lords, there were in this Cafe no fuch 
Danger; yet furely every Oath that is impofed by an ex- 
prefs Law, ought to be fuch a one as may be underitood 
by thofe that are to take it. The Oath propofed by this 
Bill is, I think, fuch a one as can be underitood by no 
Man. Gratuity or Reward are Words <b vague and inde- 
terminate, that no Man can tell what to make of them. 
It is extremely difficult to fettle the Boundary between a 
Favour and a Gratuity ; and the Favours that may be con- 
ferred by the Crown upon the Subject, are fo various, and 
fo frequent, that there would be no End of declaring them, 
nor any Poffibiliry of determining what was a Favour, and 
what a Gratuity. A Poft given to a Gendeman's Brother 
or Son, nay, even jp his Footman, at his Requeft, might 
be interpreted as a Gratuity; and would very probably be 
fo by the other Houfe, in cafe the Majority of them did not 
like his Face, and he had for fome Time neglecled to de- 
clare it. This would introduce fo much Conrufion, and is 
apparently fo inconvenient for every Gentleman that has, 
or may have, the Honour to be a Member of the other 
Houfe, that, I am perfuaded, they would never have agreed 
to a Regulation fo inconvenient, and at the fame Time fo 
ineffectual for the End pretended, if they had not had fome 
other View than merely that of preventing Corruption. 

Whether they were ferious or not in paffing this Bill, 
can be of no Confequence, my Lords, to us. If it were a 
good Bill, I ihould be for palling it, whether they were 
ferious or not. But, as I think it a bad Bill, as I think it 
a Regulation altogether ineffectual for the End pretended, 
and very dangerous with regaid to the End which I fup- 
pofe to be concealed, therefore, I mail be againft its paf- 
fmg, without confidering in the leaft, whether or no the 
other Houfe, or any Number of them, was ferious in fend- 
ing it up. If your Lordlhips think, we have now any 
juft Apprehenfions from Corruption : If we are in any pre- 
fent Danger of having a Majority of the other Houfe made 
more fublervient to the Crown than they ought to be, by 
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Ann. 13 Gco.II. Pcnfions and pecuniary Rewards, any one that dunks <b* 
*739- may prcfent a Bill, or you may order the Judges to bring 
~^ J in a Bill, for obviating that Danger ; but the Bill now be- 
fore you is not only io imperfect, but fo improper for at- 
taining that End, that I think it impoffible to make any 
Thing of it in the Committee ; and therefore, I fhall be 
againft our taking up our Time, which may be otherwife 
fo ufefully employed, with going into a Committee upon it. 

For my own Part, my Lords, I do not think, we are in 
any immediate Danger from Corruption ; I do not think, 
we can be in any fuch Danger, while we enjoy the Hap- 
pinefs of having his prefent Majefty upon the Throne. He 
will never afk, he will never allow his Parliament to be 
alk'd to do any Things but what is neceflary for the pub- 
lic Good; and for fuch Purpofes no Penfion or Gratuity 
to any of the Members will ever be neceflary, unlets Fac- 
tion, Sedition, and Difaffection fhould get Pofleffion of a 
great Majority of the Nation, which, I hope, will never he 
the Cafe. We have, therefore, jio immediate Call to con- 
trive any new Barriers againft Corruption, and if any of 
his Majefty's Succeflbrs mould form ambitious Views againft 
our Libertifj, and think of rendering thofe Views faeceisful 
by Corruption, the Barriers we have already, will, I hope, 
he able to defend our Liberties againft fuch Attempt, till 
our Poftcrity can raife new and more effectual Barricades 
againft the Approach of that political Diftemper. 

I hope, my Lords, I fhall always be as jealous of the 
Liberties of my Country as any reafonable Man ought to 
be, and I confefs, we ought always to look with a jealous 
Eye upon the new Projects formed by Minifters ; but there 
is another Set of Men, upon whom we ought likewife to 
look with a jealous Eye, and that is, thofe Gentlemen who, 
under the Pretence of preferving or fecuring our Liberties, 
are for new modelling our Conftitution, at a Time when 
there is no apparent, much lefs an imminent Danger. Se- 
curing our Liberties has been before now made a Pretence 
for deflroyino; them, and the Vulgar and Ignorant arc al- 
ways fond of every Thirig that's new, which has too often 
rendered fuch Defigns fuccefsful. The Bill now before us, 
I think, I have fome Reafon to confider in this Light, and 
the more fo, becaufe of the Motion that was fmce made in 
the other Houfe, for excluding all Placemen, except a very 
few, from having Seats in that Aflembly. Both thefe Re- 
gulations were, I find, promoted by the fame Men ; and 
if both had fucceeded, our happy Conftitution would have 
been brought into the mo ft imminent Danger ; for the 
Crown would then have been under a Neceffity of employing 
none but Perfons of low Rank in its Service, which would of courie 

have 
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kave rendered the Service contemptible, and might very pro- Ann* *3 G«o.li, 
fcably have produced fuch a Civil War as we had, but laft ^J39> § 
Century, between our Sovereign and his Parliament. A noble #_ ^ 

Hiftorian has obferved, that, in King Charles the TirJVs Time, 
the Arts and Clamours of the difafiected Party at lail fo far 
prevailed* that it became fcandalous to fervc the Crown, 
which fo weakened the Hands of the Crown, and fb much 
exalted the Power of the leading Men in the other Houfe, 
that they involved their Country in a bloody and deftructive 
War, overfet our Monarchy, and at laft turned your Lord- 
Ihips out of Doors. Thefe wicked Defigns began to be for- 
med in the Year 1640, and if thefe two new Regulations 
had meet with Succefs, I fhould have had the Sorrow to 
fufpect, that fome fuch Defigns were now in Embryo ; but 
thank God, one of them was defeated, upon its full Ap- 
pearance, in the Houfe of Commons ; and, I hope, the o- 
ther will be defeated by your Lordfhips.* 

The Lord Carteret. 

* My Lords, it fignifies nothing to make Declamations a- The Lord ftr- 
fpiind Corruption, unlefs we do fbmething againft it. I be- rfrrt « 
lieve, no Man ever yet ventured to declaim ferioufly in its 
Favour ; but many have declaimed powerfully againft it, and 
yet, at the fame Time, have as powerfully, and much more 
effectually, recommended it by their Practice. The People 
without Doors will but little regard what we fay againft Cor- 
ruption; but the Example of this Houfe will have a great 
Effect. Let us convince them by what we do, that no Lord 
of this Houfe is guilty of being corrupted, which I am con- 
vinced, is the Cafe, and the Crime will fink by the Weight 
of its own Infamy. But if your Lordihips, by rejecting this 
Bill, mould raife but a Sufpicion, that any of you are guilty, 
that every Sufpicion will give Countenance to the low Tools 
of Corruption ; and your luppofed Example will eftablifh and 
propagate a real Practice. 

I am extremely forry, my Lords, to hear his Majefty's 
Name mentioned upon this Occafipn. I would not be fb 
unjuft. even to his Majefty's Minifters, as to attempt to 
vindicate them upon fuch an Occafion; becaufe a. Vindica- 
tion always fuppoies fbme previous Reproach. The Confi- 
dence we have in his Majefty's Wifdom and Juftice, 
makes fuch a Vindication with refpect to him, abfolutely un- 
necefiary ; and, I hope, no one of his Minifters ftands 
in need of any Vindication upon this Head. But fup- 
pofe fome one of his Majefty's Succeflbrs fhould be fuf- 
pected, fhould be known to have Defigns againft our Li- 
berties, fuppofe his Minifters fhould be known to make 

1739. Eeez ufe 
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Ann.T^Gco. ILufe of Pennons and Bribes, in order to render their Mafler** 
I 73 9« Deligns fuccekful, and fuppofe fuch a Bill as this fhould be 

^ "^ brought into either Houfe of Parliament, in order to put a 

Stop to fuch dangerous Practices, would any Member rile op 
in his Place, and accufe his Sovereign of having fuch Deiigns ? 
Would any Member of either Houfe ftand up in his Place, 
and direftly accufe a Minifter, even tho* he had the moft 
evident Proofs of his being guilty of corrupting the Mem- 
bers P My Lords, no Member would be fuch a Madman, 
unlefs he were well allured of having a Majority in both 
Houfes againft Corruption ; and this he could no way be 
affured of, but by the Succefc of the Bill. Were thole De- 
figns of the Prince, and thole Practices of his Miniilers, as 
apparent as the Sun at Noon-day, both the Prince and the 
Minifter would be vindicated by their Tools in Parliament ; 
and the Patrons of the Bill, till they law its Fate, would 
then do, out of Prudence, what we now do out of Jufriee, 
at leaft with refpect to his Majefty. They would pais Com- 
pliments upon the Prince then upon the Throne, they would, 
perhaps, even compliment his Minifters ; but as foon as they 
had, by the Succels and Effeft of their Bijl, cleared the two 
Houfes from Corruption, they might then probably begin to 
talk in another Strain, with regard to the Minifters ; be- 
caufe upon removing the Corrupted, it would be ealy to make 
the Crimes of the Corrupter appear. 

The Que ft ion now before us, my Lords, does not relate to 
Perfons, but to Things. It does not relate to his prefent Ma- 
jefty, or his next SuccefTor ; nor to the prefent, or any future Adr 
miniitration. The Queftion is, whether we (hould be in 
Danger of having our Conftitution overturned by Means of 
Corruption, fuppoflng we had a Prince upon the Throne that 
would attempt it, and an Ad mini ft ration that would, in the 
molt cunning Manner, ufe all the Methods now in the Pow- 
er of the Cro^jn for accampliihing it. This is the proper 
Queftion now before us, and if your Lordlhips do notanfwer 
this Queftion in the Affirmative, I will be bold to lay, you 
differ in Opinion fiom nine tenths of the Nation, I believe, 
I may fay, from ninety nine out of a Hundred of thofe who 
are not milled in their Judgment by fome corrupt Prejudice. 
But if you do anfwer it in the Affirmative, you mull allow, 
that the Danger itfelf is prefent, tho* we may depend up- 
on our not falling into it during his prefent Majefty's Lite. 
Therefore, in Prudence, we ought to provide againft it , whilfr, 
it is in our Power ; for it is a Sort of Danger from whence 
theie is no legal Recovery ; if we once fall into it, it will 
be impcffible to get any Law patted for preventing Corrup- 
tion. The Rev. Prelate, when he lays he hopes, our Pofte- 
rity n^iy at fuch a Ctmjun&ure be able to raife new Bar- 
ricades 
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ricades againft Corruption, fccms to forget, that no new Bar- ^ l3 G«o.Ili *? 
ricade can be raifed without the Royal Aflent ; and will a 1739. ' ^jjf 
Prince who intends to rule by Corruption, give the Royal " 
Aflent to any Bill ior preventing it ? Will not all corrupt 
Methods be made ufe of to prevent fuch a Bill's pafiing both 
Houfes ? And if it fhould, by a miraculous Flow of Virtue 
on one Side, and very imprudent or rafh Management on the 
other, be carried through both Houfes, may not the Prince 
prevent its being pafled into a Law, till that Flow of Vir- 
tue fubfides, or till he can fall upon Methods to apply more pro* 
perly the infinite Means of Corruption now lodged in the Crown. 

It will, therefore, be hardly poflible to recover from the 
Danger of lofing our Liberties by Corruption, after we have 
once actually fallen into it. Other Dangers we may recover 
from, becaule we become fallible of them before we have 
loft our Strength ; but Corruption, like a Confumption, is a 
Diftemper that comes by flow Degrees, and enfeebles as it 
approaches ; fo that before we become fenfible of our Danger, 
we have no Strength to ufe the proper Remedies, and often 
think we are in perfect Health when we are juft expiring. 
For this Reafon, my Lords, the Dependance we have upon 
his prefent Majefty's Wifdom and Goodnefs, the Confidence 
we have, that no corrupt Practices have of late been made 
ufe of, are fo far from being Arguments againft the Bill, that 
they are ftrong Arguments in ics Favour. A Time like this, 
is the only Time we can take for preventing fuch a con- 
tagious Diftemper ; for if the infected fhould once get the 
Power into their Hands, they will lock up inftead of being 
lock'd up by the Healthful. Therefore if this Bill can be 
fuppofed to have any Effect, and" cannot be fuppoied liable 
to any Very great Inconvenience, we ought to embrace the 
favourable Opportunity we now have, of doing, as well as 
declaiming againft Corruption. 

As to tne Objections that have been made' againft fome 
particular Claufes or Expreflions in the Bill, they are Reafbns, 
my Lords, not for rejecting but amending it : Nay, if we 
defpaired of being able to make, a good Bill of this now 
before us, yet .we ought to go into a Committee upon it, 
that every Lord may give his Sentiments freely upon the 
feveral Parts of it, and may offer what Claufes or Amend- 
ments he thinks necefTary for rendering it effectual ; becaufe, 
from thence, a good and effectual Bill may be formed, and 
made ready for being offered to the next Seflion of Parlia- 
ment. For this Rcufon, I muft think, that no Lord can 
be againft committing it* unlefs he be of Opinion, that the 
Laws now in being are fufEcient for preventing any corrupt 
Influence in either Houfe of Parliament ; and however gene- 
ral fuch an Opinion may be in this Houfe, it is fuch a one 
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Am.13Geo.II. as will not, lam Cure, meet with Approbation from the Gc- 
J 739« nerality of People without Doors ; therefore, if this were 
really my Opinion, I mould neverthelefs, be, not only for 
committing, but for palling the Bill now under our Conikier- 
ation, with fuch Amendments as may be thought proper in 
the Committee ; becaufe it would quiet the Minds of the 
People without Doors, and can be attended with no real In- 
convenience, whatever may be pretended to the contrary. 

I muft confefs, my Lords, I could not conceive what the 
Rev. Prelate meant, when he talk'd of a new and danger- 
ous Power being to be added to the Houfe of Commons by 
this Bill. If fuch a Bill mould be parted into a Law, it will, 
indeed, add new Power to that Houfe, becaufe it will add 
to their Character, which is the chief, and the only folk! Foun- 
dation of all Power ; but if your Lordmips reject fuch a Bill, 
alter they have patted it, I am fure, it will leflbn yours ; 
and then, 'tis true, the Power of the other Houfe may be- 
come dangerous ; for if the Character, and, confequently, the 
Power of the other Houfe mould be raifed and yours at the 
fame Time leflened, you may not only put it in their Pow- 
er, but you may make it neceflary for them, to vote you 
ufelefs a fecond Time. It was this very Thing that enabled 
them to do fo about a Century ago. It was not the Arts, 
or the Clamours of the DifafFecled, but the Meafures purfued 
by the Court, that rendered it fcandalous to ferve the Crown 
in King Charles Ps Time ; and it was the fupporting of 
fuch Meafures, or at leaft preventing the Authors of them 
from being puniftied, that made this Houfe forfeit its Cha- 
racter among the People. The Reverend Bench ought to re- 
member the fatal Confequeuces occafioned by that Forfeiture 
and how much their Bench contributed to it, by their Behaviour 
at that Time. It was the imprudent and fervile Behaviour of 
a Majority of this Houfe, that then raifed the Power of 
the other, removed the Reverend Prelates from amongft us, 
and* at laft, made the Houfe itfelf really ufelefs, before it 
\v: . voted fo by the other ; for when we have not Wifdom, 
Virtue and Courage enough to be a Check upon the other 
two Branches of the Legislature, we are really ufelefs, whe- 
ther are we voted fo or no. 

By this Bill, my Lords, there are no fuch Powers as the 
Reverend Prelate means, to be added to the other Houfe: 
They are to acquire no Power, nor any Right, but what 
they already enjoy. They neither are, nor are, by this 
Bill, to be rendered fuperior to the Crown ; but they are, 
and ought to be a Check upon the Crown ; and if the 
public Money mould be fquandered away by the Crown, 
in unmerited or ill merited Penfions and Gratuities, they 
might take Notice of it, and put a Stop to it, though no 

fuch 
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fuch Bill as this fliould pais into a Law: They ought to Ann. 13 Geo. II, 
do fo : They would be deficient in their Duty if they did I 739* 
not ; and one of the Ends of this Bill is, to prevent that *■ 
Deficiency ; for it "cannot be fuppofed, that a Houfe of 
Commons would take Notice of, or put a Stop to, fuch 
Squandering, if a Majority of them were Receivers of fuch 
Penfions or Gratuities. Even with refpecl to their own 
Members, they are not, by this Bill, to acquire any new 
Power : They have already a Right to judge, whether any 
Gentleman that claims it, has a good Title to be a Mem- 
ber of their Houfe ; and this Bill is only to furnifh them 
with a new, and a neceflkry Method for enquiring into that 
Title. A Penfioner has no more a Right to be a Member 
of the other Houfe than a Roman Catholic ; The latter may 
be chofen, ajid may takt hj? Place there, if he will take 
the Oaths prelcribed by Law % iflit thofe Oaths have been 
found to be an effe&ual Bar to Roman Catholics, ^ and, I 
hope, the Oaths prescribed by this Bill, if it (rrould~p*fs 
into a Law, will be found to be an effectual Bar to Pen — 
fioners. If the Law had only infli&ed a Penalty upon a 
Raman Catholic who mould fit and vote in the other Houfe, 
it would, certainly, have had no EfFeft, becaufe of the Im- 
pombility of proving the Offence; and as it is more difficult to 
prove a Man's being a Penfioner, than to prove a Man's 
being a Roman Catholic, is it poffible to imagine, that the 
Laws now in being can be efi&hial, for preventing Penfion- 
ers from fitting and voting in the other Houfe? Can any 
Reafon be affigned for not taking that Method in the one 
Cafe which has been found fo effectual in the other? A 
Gentleman's refilling to take the Oaths, is very much con- 
trary to his private Jntereft, becaufe it fubje&s him to fe- 
veral Penalties and Difabilities ; yet, I believe, the Reverend 
Prelate will not fay, that no fuch Oaths ought jo be im- 
pofed, becaufe of its promoting Perjury ; and, \ am con- 
vinced, even the Reverend Prelate will allow, we are now 
in greater Danger from Penfioners than from Papifts. 

But the Oath propofed by this Bill is, it feems, an un- 
intelligible Oath, becaufe the Words Favour and Gratuity 
cannot be certainly diflinguifhed. My Lords, they are, I 
think, as diliinft as any two Words in the Englijb Lan- 

fiage. No Man will luppofe, that a Poft granted to a 
rother or Servant at his Requeft, is a Gratuity to him, 
unlefs he is to reap fbme Benefit by the Grant. But fup- 
pofe a Man fhould think fo, and, therefore, give an Ac- 
count of it to the Houfe, where would be the Harm ? 
Such a Declaration would give the other Houfe no greater 
. Power than they have at prefentt They might, perhaps, 
pals a wrong Judgement, and tarn him out r their Houfe 

wh«B 
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At*Ts Ceo. II. when they ought not; but may not they do the fame as 
♦' ■ ,-' j? 3 ^ , the Cafe now ftands ? And will you prevent its being in 
their Power to come at the Truth of a Fact, left they 
fhould pais a wrong Judgment when they have come at that 
Truth ? That Judgment would fubject no Man to a Penalty ; 
for the Penalties are to be recovered only at Common Law ; 
and it cannot be fuppofed, the Judges would Condemn a 
Man, for fitting in the other Houfe after he had got a 
little Poll for his Servant, or a great one for his Brother, 
unlefs it appeared, that the Member was quartered upon his 
Brother, which may fbmetimes be the Cafe. 

But, I believe, my Lords, we have no Occafion to be 
afraid of the other Houfe's mifinterpreting a Favour, or even 
a Reward, and taking it for a Penfion or Bribe, if the 
Receiver be fuch a one as has puly merited the Reward. 
If Admiral Vernon were now" a Member of the other 
Houfe, and fhould icceive a A^od from the Crown for 
the Service he has done his Country, would any Member 
look upon it as £ Bribe ? No one would ; and. I believe, 
he would foon convince them, he did not himfelf look upon 
it as fuch. There is not, my Lords, the leaft Danger, 
that ever the other Houfe will call a Favour, or deferved 
Reward, a Penfion or Bribe: The Danger is wholly upon 
the other Side of the Queftion. The other Houfe may 
now call that a Favour or deferved Reward which is really 
a Bribe, and even though this Bill fhould pafs into a Law, 
they may do the fame ; but in this Cafe, no more than the 
other, the Judges, when the Affair comes before them by 
way of Profecution for the Penalty, are not obliged to abide 
by the Determination of the Houfe of Commons ; and there 
is not near fo much Danger of the other Houfe's paffing 
* v ^ ng Judgment in this refpect, when all Favours and Re- 
are declared and acknowledged publicly, as when moft 
hem remain in Petto of the Corruptor and Corrupted only. 
\ope, I have now anfwered all the Objections made a- 
committing this Bill, and, therefore, I (hall conclude 
obferving to your Lordfhips, that if you reject it, all 
.e who think we are in Danger from Corruption, will 
nclude, that it is already become impoffible to guard againft 
by any legal Means, and will, therefore, begin to think 
of fome other Method for preferving our Confutation, which 
may prove of dangerous Confequence to the illuftrious Fa- 
mily now upon our Throne. This, I am fure, will have great 
Weight with every one of your Lordfhips ; and, therefore, if 
you confider it as you ought, the Queftion muft, I think, 
meet -with the unanimous Concurrence of this Houfe, and 
the Bill itfelf, with tha Affiftance of every one of your 
Lordfhips, towards rendering it a perfect Bill. 
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